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NICHOLAS 80ULT, 

MTU OW BAUUm. 

MAa£HAL-G£^££jkL OF FRANCS. 

Tn Gune of Haitlnl Souh fills a great spaM in tlw 

njilitary histoiy of the last half century. Ki.^insf from 
ine grade of a common soldier to the highest othces in 
war aad in Um statet he has certainly trafmsd a large 
and TarioiM career of potidcd and military aer^ In 
the popular opinion, he ranks higher as a general than 
any other of Napoleon's marshals ; an estimate which 
a candid consideration of his lustor \ will hardly sustain. 
He poeaeseed, it is true, maajr qualities wbieh most of 
the other marshals lacked ; but it has not been sufli- 

ciently observed, that he larked many of tlie qualities 

whkh they possessed. The head and the hand must 
confine to constitute a great commander ; if Ney and 
Mnrat had not the former, Soolt was, perhaps, as wans* 
ing in the latter. He owes his present reputation, in a 

great degree, to Colonel Napier's history of the penin- 
sular war ; a work which is written in a spirit of obrious 
and displeasing partiality to Soult, and which, magnify- 
ing all his merits, and passing over his defects, places 
nim upon an elevation which, it is believed, in lulurc 
times, he will not be allowed to occupy. Napier's abil- 
itiea and reaeareh are more conqpieaoiis than hts candor 
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of temper: fae is subject to the strongest personal preju* 

dices, and his viiulication and praises of Soult are as 
unscrupulous and extravagant, as his disparagement of 
Beresford is unjust^ uiurea8onable» and unmanly. 

Nicholas Jean-de-Dieu Boult, the son of John Soult 
and of Mary Grenier his wife, was born on the 29th 
of March, 1769, at St. Amans, in the department of 
Tarn, near Toulouse, where his parents were cultiya- 
tors of the soil, in middling circumstances. In 1785, 
at the age of sixteen, he entered the regiment of royal 
infantry, afterward the twenty-third, as a common sol- 
dier : here iiis good conduct attracted the attention 
of bis commanding officers, and in 1787 he was pro- 
moted to the grade of corporal, and three years aftei^ 
ward to that of sergeant. His steady, resolute charac- 
ter, and his determination to rise in his profession, led 
bim to a particular study of the manceuvres of iniantiy ; 
and bis reputation <^ being a good instructor, procund 
for bim, toward the close of 1791, an appointment as 
sub-lieutenant of grenadiers (national guards) in the first 
battalion of the upper Kiiine, which it was made his 
duty to drill and exercise. So acceptable was bis de- 
portment in this station, that two months afterward 
(1792) the battalion, by acclamation, named him adju«* 
tant-major, and afterward captain. In 1793, he distin- 
guisbed hunself at the combat of Oberfelabeim, and was 
charged wUh conducting in the Y osges the movements 
of two battalions, which were sent to join the camp of 
Budenthal. Attached as an adjutant to the staff of the 
army of the Moselle, under Jourdan, with the rank of 
captain, in 1793, he was present at the unsuccessful 
batde of Kaiserslautem. Soon after, he was placed at 
the head of a corps winch was charged with an assault 
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against the camp of MarsthaJ, and gained the most 
brilliant successi capturing two flags and a large num- 
ber of prisonen. He was tguD diatuigiusbed at the 
battle of Wieeenberg:, and was aAerward in coaunaiid 

of the camp of Rotli, and was engaged in the siege of 
Fort Louis. 

On the 29th of Janaaiy» 1794, Soult was appointed 
adjutant-general with the rank of major, and on the 
16th of May, in the same year, was made a colonol. 
In the beginnino^ of June, in that year, when Jourdaa 
marched from the Moselle with forty thousand men to 
the relief of Gharleroi on the Sambre» Soult was chief 
of the staff in die adTanced-guard of the amy which 
was led Ijy LefebvTe. This general is said to have ap- 
preciated the abilities and judgment of i^oult very highly, 
and to have consulted him more (irequently than he was 
willing to acknowledge. At the battle of Fleurus, on 
the d6th of June, 1794, Soult's coolness and sagacity 
contributed materially to the success of that protracted 
and hardly-won engagement. The battle began about 
three o'clock in the moming, and the Austrian left 
wingy under Genera] Beaulieut advancing with great 
impetuosity against the French right, commanded by 
Marceau, drove them, after a sharp contest, out of the 
villages of Wanserv^e, Velaine, and Baulet. The 
French retired, fighdng obstinately, into the wood of 
Copiau, and succeeded in holding the enemy in check 
for some time in advai)( r of their entrenchments ; but 
finding themselves in danger of being turned, they aban- 
doned their position, the ciy ofiauve quipeut was raised, 
and by noon the whole wing was redring in the utmost 
confusion. Marceau himself, niK ircled by LuIcku's 
Au8tr>aa dragoons, owed his safety to the valor oi his 
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Staff, who closed around him arid protected his retreat 
to Lefebvre's division. " Give me four of your battal- 
ioDs,*' said M arceau to Leiebvre, thai I may drive 
the enemy from the position he has just carried. - If you 
refuse me," he added in a tone of despair, seeing that 
Lefebvre hesitated, " I will blow my brains out." Le- 
febvre turned round to Soult and asked his opinion : 
Soult replied, that to detach the smailest portion of the 
troops at that moment, would expose the safety of the 
division. Marceau, with an angry glance, demanded 
who he was, that he should undertake to speak in such 
a decisive tone. I am calm," answered Soult, and 
you are not so.** This only enraged Marceau still 
more, and he challenged Souh upon the spot to fight 
him the next day. *' To-day or to-morrow, as you 
please," replied Soult : you will alwi^s had me ready 
to toll you the truth, and to pay you the respect which 
is due to your rank. Do not blow your brains out, but 
fight with us, and as soon as our danger is over, w e will 
give you the battalions you ask for." As he spoke, 
Lefebvre's division was assailed by a formidable body 
of Hungarian grenadiers under the prince of Cobourg. 
Soult flew to the most exposed points, and Marceau, 
recalled to the native heroism of his character, fought 
like a lion. Seven times did this fierce Austrian corps 
advance, and as often were they repelled. They at last 
gave way, and the French columns, headed by Soult 
and Marceau, were pressing forward in pursuit of them, 
wiien the Austrian regiment called the royal Allemaud 
charged them fiiriously, and rushed in almost to Le* 
febvre's entrenched camp, where nearly three hundred 
of them were slain. On the left wing and in the centre 
the day had gone badly, and at six o'clock iu tht.i even- 
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J9gt all tba divisions of Joonhn's ainif wera in ralmii 
excepting Lefebm*i. Fearing that he would he tened 

and outflanked, this general was about to retire, when 
Soult entreated him to keep his ground, a^uring him 
that tiie uncertainty of the enemy's nuuMBiiYies ga?e 
every indicalion that they were prepiriiig to letrasL 
This opiiiion of Soelt was soon confirmed by a mae- 
senger irora Jourdan, who, having learned llie move- 
ments of the Austrian army by means of obaervers 
stationed in aballooiit now sent orders to advance. In 
the midst of snccess, after an obstinate engagement of 
eighteen hours, Cobourg, hearing of the fall of Charle- 
roi, determined to retreat Marceau and Soult then at- 
tacked the village of Lambrisart, which bad been lost 
in the morning, and succeeded in carrying iL 

When the battle was over, Marceau said to Lefebvie : 
•* The chief of your staff is a man of merit : he will soon 
obtain great renown*" Then holding out bis hand to 
Soult, he said, in a fiiendly tone, Genml, I beg you 
will forget the warmth with which I spoke to you this 
morning. Although my rank entitles me to pve you 
instruction, you have this day taucfht me a lesson which 
I shall not forget w hile i hve. It is you who have 
gamed the battle of Fleunia»" At these words, they 
embraced one another, and a warm firiendship subsisted 
ever after between tlicm, imtil the death of Marceau. 

In jNovember, 1794, Soult was promoted to the rank 
of brigadier-general, and passed for a time into the di- 
vision of Oeneral HarQr, and was employed under bis 
orders in the siege of Luxembourg until it capitulated. 
He soon returned, however, to Lefebvre, and that gen- 
eral, anxious to retain his services, gave him the com- 
mand of the Ugbt troops, which ibnned the advaaeed* 
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guard of his division. Soult continued to perform the 
duties of chief of the staff to Lefebvre during 1795, 
1796} and 1797. DesiFOus of preventing this useful 
assistant from being removed to a situation more worthy 
of his talents, the general is said to have avoided giving 
him in the presence of others the praise which he well 
knew belonged to him. When any one commended 
Souit» Lefebvre would reply, that be was better adapted 
for the desk than for the field. But in either depart-* 
ment, his services were of inestimable value to his gen- 
eral. Lefebvre's division of fifteen thousand men had 
become the most distinguished in the army: in the 
camp, and on the march, it always preserved the most 
perfect order : the cavalry deployed on a field of battle 
with as much precision as at parade, and the infantry 
manoeuvred, under a destructive tire, with the regulari- 
ty of Swiss soldiers. In attack, this division was al- 
ways the advanced-guard ; and in every retreat, it was 
tlie rear-guard. Those who heard Lefebvre's conversa- 
tion were surprised to find that, in military operations, 
his troops enjoyed a celebrity which was not equalled 
by those of Marceau, Bemadotte, or Championnet, who 
were known to possess far superior talents to his. Soult 
was, accordingly, in the army considered as the author 
of his general's fame. He, in fact, superintended every- 
thing. Prom]pt in commending the officers whose con- 
duct was meritxmous, and fearless in reproving those 
who were negligent, he always set the best example 
himself ; and on a day of battle, was sure to be found 
in the foremost ranks. He carried his concern for the 
welfare of the troops so frr, as regularly to be on the 
spot when provisions were distributed, that he might 
be sure of their being sound — an attention which re*> 
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ommeDded him to the afiection of the loldien. Le* 
feb^re gained endk with the govemment for the 

effects of these endeavors ; but the army knew to whom 
the merit was due* When aoy reverse was expert* 
encedy the soldiers would saj, *^ It happeaed becmnae 
the general interfered : why does he not rely implicitly 
upon the cliiof of his staff?" These pariiculars are 
derived from the slatement of a distinguished otiicer» 
who himself served with Soult in Lefebirre'a difisioa 
as adjutant-general, and who vouches ibr their litetal 
truth. 

Upon the resumption of hostihtiij> in the end of xMay, 
1796, under Moreau as commaader-in-chieft Kleher 
was placed at the head of the advanced corps, consist- 
ing of Lefebvre's and CoUaud^s divisions; and many 
oj) port unities were allurded Soult to display his charac- 
teristic coolness and bravery. At the passage of the 
Siegy and the sharp combat near Siegburg, his courage 
and abili^ were conspicuous. In the galkmt assault 
upon AlteAirchen, on the 4tb of June, Lefebvre, sup- 
ported by Coiiaud, was to attack in front that almost 
impregnable position, while Ney threatened it in the 
rear. Lefebvre's force was divided into three columns, 
the left of which was led by Soult With an impetu- 
osity rivalHng that which the sohiiers of Napoleon were 
then exhibiting on the plains of Italy, the troops rushed 
through a tempest of grape-shot, carried the batteries 
by a charge, and sealed the heights which had been 
deemed impracticable. A sanguinary contest ensued 
among the works, which were at length carried by tlie 
bayonet. Two hours sufficed for gaining this splendid 
victory, in which three thousand prisoners, twelve pieces 
of cannon, and four stands of colors, were taken. At 
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tor this brilliant success, Kleber despatched him to Her- 
born with three battalions and five hundred cavalry, to 
open the way for the left of the army. Lefebvre was 
foUowiof bim, when the archduke Charles intercepted 
his march, and brought on an engagement with very 
superior numbers at Wetzlar, in which Lefebvre was 
repulsed, and compelled to fall back. As soon as 
Kleber was informed of this disaster, he ordered Ney 
lo proceed at once with some hussars to the rescue of 
tlie advanced detachment: *' Go," said he; "you can 
not arrive too soon : Soult has, probably, a swarm of 
Austrians ahready upon him.*' This anticipation was 
not unfounded : as soon as the advantage at Wetslar 
had been gained, the imperialists pressed forward to 
Herborn to overwhelm the feeble force which occupied 
It. The hussars of Caneville and the legion of Bussy 
appeared at the head of the assailants; but Soult, noth- 
ing daunted, sallied forth to meet Aem. Meanwhile, 
an immense force of emigrants; had collected on the 
plain : six thousand had already debouched, and others 
were coming up. A sharp and destructive fire was 
opened upon this body, and the cavalry were directed 
to repel the assaults of the imperial troops, which were 
renewed not less than seven times. At length, the am- 
munition of Scull's heroic band began to faH, and the 
men were almost exhausted with fatigue. The dragoons 
of Bussy and the columns of the emigrants were pre- 
paring for a last, and probably decisive charge, when, 
upon the opposite quarter of the field of battle, a col- 
umn of cavdry unexpected^ appeared, and gave an- 
other turn to the engagement. This was Ney with the 
hussars, who, guided by the firing, had arrived upon 
the ground in time to save tlie intrepid company which 
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imtiiawig tke shook of a ibiee ^ dmi as pm$, 
Nej ittftuDtlf Ml with fivy upon flank and nar of 

the enemy, and aiwr an obstinate and doubtful contest, 
the Austrians and eniii^rants jrave wa\% and Soult, still 
lighting, marching, and matUBUvriug, at last eflacted bit 
junction wkh Gonctal Baatoiiti and Nay l a tnrn ed lo 
Kleber to colebiate tfao nobla defama which bit biolkti^ 

in-arms had made. 

In 1799, Soult was made a general oi division ; and 
Lefebvre having been wounded, Jourdan gara him tha 
coouMnd of that divinooi in which post ha took an 
im|»oartant share in the battle of Btockach, on the 86lh 

of March, 1799. He here formed the advanced-guard 
of the left wingy under iSt. Vyr ; and his steadinesa 
and abiligr ak>ne saved that part of the army from total 
dastruction. He waa sent the same year to allay tha 

insurrection in Switzerland, and to dissolve it by force. 
He pcpciairoed a pardon to such of tho insurgents as 
should immediately submit, and, by tliis means, in two 
days the canton of Schwits was pacited and disarmed ; 
but he was obliged to resort to anus for the reduction 
of Uri and Underwald. After this expedition, he re- 
turned to join the main army under command of Mas* 
sens. At the battle of Andelfingen and Frauenfi^d on 
the Thur, m May, 1799, Soult commanded the re- 
serve ; and his judicious movements enabled Oudtnot 
to accomplish, with decisive effect, the difficult task 
which had been assigned to him. In 1800, Soult 
passed into the army of Italy, under Massena, and was 
ereatad Uentenant-genertL He received the chief 
command of the centre, which consisted of twelve 
thousand men, in three divisions ; that of Gardanne, 
which defended Cadibooa, Vado, Montalegino, Savo- 

VoL. n.— 2 
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BAf and Stella ; that of Gazan, which defended all the 
approaches of the Bochetta ; and that of Marbot^ which 
acted as a reserve under the immediate orders of Soult. 

The Austrian operations began on the Gth of April, by 
a simultaneous attack along the whole line. Melas, 
with four. diTisionS) assailed Montelegino and Stella at 
the same time ; and Soult at once hastened with the 
reserve to Gardanne's assistance, and a brisk action 
was kept up the whole day. The immense superiority 
of numbers on the pait of the Austrians rendered it 
impossible for the French to maintain theur positions : 
Palfy's division entered Cadibona and Vado; Saint 
Julieii's and Lattennaim's occupied Montelegino and 
Arbizola: and Soult rallied his left upon Savona^ 
strengthened the garrison of that citadel, and then re- 
tired upon Vareggiot to cover Genoa. On the follow- 
ing day he attacked and carried the summits of Arbi- 
zola, drove the imperialists as far as Stella, and threw a 
supply of provisions into Savona. Upon the 9th, Soult 
was at ; and M assena ordered a combined movfr* 
ment for die purpose of restoring his communications 
with Suchet on the left. Soult was to move upon Sas- 
sello, Massena upon Melta, and Suchet upon Cadibo- 
na ; and the junction was to take place upon Upper 
Montenotte. Soult put himself in march for Sasseilo 
at dawn ; but his scouts having learned thai some 
flankers of Hohenzoliem's corps were approaching Vol 
tri, he quitted his road, wheeled to the right, marched 
upo\ them, and, driving them irom one eminence to 
smother, in ^e evening precipitated them into the bog 
of the torrent of La Pioto, having killed, wounded, and 
captured, three thousand men. On the 11th he ac- 
complished his movement upon Sasseilo; and there 
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buaiiig Att Genml Sum Julien had left h in iIm 

mmmg for Monte Fayal, he immediately inarched 
after him, defeated him, and drove him upon Monte- 
no tie, with the loss of a great number of piisooers* 
Thence be moFed upon Monte rHermettet which he 
carried after some smart actions, in which," says Na- 
poleon, in his dictaiioiis upuii this campaigfn, " bravery, 
intrepidity, and the necessity of conquering, supplied 
the want of numbers." In these contests, Soult ex- 
posed himself with the utmost fearlessnessy and was 
twice wounded. Massena, meanwhile, had been less 
fortunate; encountering a sn{)ciir>r force in every di- 
rection, and fearing to be surrounded, he had, after 
some attempts to advance, retired upon Cogareto. This 
left Soult in a very exposed and unprotected situation, * 
for Bellegardo was interposed u]jya his coniiniinica- 
tions. His men, too, were ahnost entirely destitute of 
provisions, and had not more than two rounds of am- 
munition with them. Surrounded by a force fire times 
as numerous as his own, Soult determined to cut his 
way throiifrh them and rejoin Massena, if possible. 
Bellegarde sent him a summons to surrender. Soult 
replied, that '^with bayonets Frenehmen never de- 
spaired.'* This energedc reply re-established the 
courage of his men ; and takinu advantage, with great 
skill, of the indecision of the enemy, he secured his 
movements until General Fressinet, detached by Maa- 
sena, came up to his relief. In the repulse of the Au»- 
trian attack upon Genoa, on the 80th of April, Soult 
led the brilliant attack upon the plateau of Deux-Freres, 
and made himself master of it* After Mel as had ad- 
vanced with a part of hie army upon the Var, and the 
Uockading force before Genoa was thereby much re« 
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doced, Massena determined to much out and attempt 
the overthrow of the blockade. On the lOdi of May, 

Licuteiiaiit-General Soult sallied out of the city at the 
head of six thousand men, marched along the eastern 
coast in the rear of Otfs left, defeated General Gottea- 
heim, and returned into Genoa- by the way of Monte 
Faccio, with provisions and a thousand prisoners. On 
the loth, the sortie was renewed. Ott concentrated 
his troops upon Monte Creto. " The action," says 
Napoleon, ^^was obstinate and bloody; Soult» aAsr 
having perfiwmed prodigies of valor, fell severely 
wounded, and remained in the power of the enemy." 
His right leg being shattered by a ball, Souk's younger 
hrothert Peter Benedict, a msyor of cavalry and aide- 
de-camp to the lieatenant-general, was made prisoner 
at the same time. The younger Soult became a gen- 
eral of division in 181 and served under his hrother 
in the army of the Pyrenees, and was distinguished at 
Bayonne, Orthes, and Toulouse. 

The capitulation of Genoa and tibe battle of Marengo 
restored Soult to liberty, and he returned to France. 
As soon as he had recovered from his wounds, he was 
appointed to the supreme command in Piedmont: 
there he suppressed the insurrection which had taken 
place in the valley of Aost, organized the rebels into 
companies under his own command, and, by his pru- 
dence and firmness, dissipated the conspiracies of which 
the country had been fertile, and restored quiet and 
confidence throughout his administration. His probiqr 
and love of justice gained him the afl»ction of both the 
soldiers and the inhal)itunts. In 1801, he was placed 
at the head of a corps of observation of twelve thou- 
sand men, charged with the occupation of Tarento* 
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Otranto, and the neighboring region?, i^oon after this, 
it was in contemplation to send bouit with this corps 
into Egypt, to take the chief command in place of 
General Menout who had sncceeded to it by aentority 
upon the death of Kleber, and whose incapacity soon 
became conspicuous ; but the capitulation of tliis gen- 
eral to Abercroraby, and the evacuation of Egypt^ ren- 
dered this design ahorthre* In the meanwhile. General 
Lefebm had recommended Sonlt to Napoleon, as be- 
ing equally strict in discipFuie and skilful in nianoBuvres; 
and upon his coming up to Paris, after the peace of 
Amiens, he was appointed, in 1802, one of the four 
colonel-generals of the consular gtiard. The effects 
of Sonh's supenrision were soon apparent in the great 
improvement of the guard in instruction, discipline, and 
appearance ; and the first consul conceived so high an 
opinion of the abilities of ius colonel-general, as a mil- 
itary superintendent, that, in 1803, he appointed him 
commander-in-chief of the camp of ?^t. Omer. In this 
situation Soult displayed the utmost activity. On 
horseback during almost the whole day, he visited the 
coast and camps, and occupied himself incessantly in 
discipHning the soldiers in those evolutions which ren- 
dered that army capable of the splendid achievements 
of Ulm and Austeriitz. On the 19th of May, 1804, 
he received the baton of marshal of France, and, in the 
following year, was created grand-eagle of the legion 
of honor. In the campaign of 1805, Soult commanded 
the fourth eoTp^ of the grand army, and crossed the 
Rhine, at Spire, on the 26th of September, and the 
Danube, at Donanwerth, on the 6tfa of November. 
The batde of Austeriitz is so conspicuously associated 
with the name of this able commander, that it is deemed 

2* 
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appropriate to introduce at this place an account of that 
Hjemorable campaign. Soult, says the duke of Rovigo, 
was the o£Bcer wbo^ at Austerlitz, gave the most satis- 
fiiction to the emperor. After the battle of Wagram, 
when intelligence reached Napoleon at Vienna, of the 
rumors prevailing as to Souk's design to make himself 
king of Portugal, the emperor, in token of his knowledge 
of his intention, and hia forgiveness of it, sent him word 
that he remembered nothing but AuaterlitK*'* 

CAMPAIGN OF AUSXERLITZ, IN 1805. 

The assumption of the imperial crown bj Napoleon, 
was the signal for the first formation of that mighty coa- 
lition of the North, which, though haffled for ten years 
by his extraordinary genius and activity, succeeded at 
last m overwhelming him. The diplomacy of Mr. Pitt 
had succeeded in establishing a militaiy alliance with 
Bussia, Austria^ and Sweden, by which these powers 
would appear against France with three liiindred and 
fiBy thousand troops during the autumn of 1805. Of 
this immense host, fifty-five thousand were to operate, 
under the archduke Charles, on Italy against Massena ; 
thirty thousand had assembled in the Tyrol, under the 
archduke John ; eio^hty thousand, under Mack, with 
the archduke Ferdinand, had crossed the Inn on the 
9th of September, entered Bavaria, and occupied the 
defiles of the Black Forest and its debouches into the 
valley of the Rhine ; one hundred and sixteen thousand 
Russians were advancing in two armies through Poland, 
but could not arrive before two months : and besides 
these, an Austrian reserve of tfainy thousand was form* 
ing at meona ; and there were thirty thousand Rus- 
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sians and Swedes in Pomerania. It was on the lit of 
Septamber, 1806, thai Napokoot aatitfied that the dm 
aste» of his fl«et iiadar ViUeimve, on the 98d of Jal]r* 
aad the suhoequeat loiftakes of that admiim], had iw- 

dered his armament at Bouloc^ne iinavailinjf airainst 
England, issued orders tor ail the troops between Cher- 
bourg and Hanaburg to cottee&tnte in Bavaria. The 
Ibtees at his diapoeal al |Hreaenl rmwHled of tbhrqr^e 
thousand men in Italy under Maneiia, hendee fifteen 

tiiousand near Naples ; twenty-four thousand Bavarian 
and Wiirtezaberg troops* io alliance with France ; and 
hia grand aimj of one hundred and ^ghqr thoawnd 
men, on die ahorea ct the diannel, in HoUand, and in 
Hanover. Occupying a central situation, he determined 
again to put m operation the sirategy w liich had su often 
led to the most brilliant results ; and by taking adnm- 
tage of Mack'a advanced poaition, &\L auddenljr upon 
his commuinoationa, and surround him, hefiire way 
lief could reach liim. la the becnnning: of September, 
this army, consisting of one hundred and eighty thou* 
sand men, divided into eight corps, under Benadotte, 
Marmoot, Davoust, Souk, Lannes, Ney, Augareau. 
and Murat, besides the guards under Mortier and Bes- 
sieres, and a ror[)s of }>avarians under Wrede, was 
moved forward from various points with the utmost ce-> 
leritj, and arrived on the Rhine from the 17th to the 
dSd of that month. Ney, Lannes, and Sonit, with the 
guards, and Murat's corps of cavalry, were directed 
upon Donaworth andDettingen on the Danube, beyond 
Vim ; Davoust and Marmont, upon Neuberg ; Berna* 
dolte and the Bavarian corps, upon Ingolstadt ; while 
Augerean advanced from the Black Forest into die 
Tyrolese Alps. Mack, at the first intelligence of the 



Digitized by Gopgle 



20 



mOHOLAS 60ULT. 



movement of this army, concentrated his forces in Ulm, 
Memmingen, and Stockach, expecting an attack in front, 
when, to his dismayy in the beginniDg of October, he 
found the whole army of Napoleon in his rear, between 
Vienna and his headquarters. He immediately threw 
up entrenchments at Memmingen, and assembled all 
his forces in that place and Ulm. By the middle of 
October, the corps of Marmont and Soult, and the im- 
perial guards, were in Augsburg; Bemadotte was in 
possession of Munich, in observation of the expected 
Russian army ; Murat on tlie right bank of the Danube, 
and Ney on the left, were in possession of all the bridges 
upon that ri^er ; and the other corps were arranged in 
such manner as to complete the circle as closely as 
possible around the devoted Mack. A body of four 
thousand Austrians, under General Auffemberg, who 
were despatched by Mack to give assistance to Rein- 
mayer, near Donaworth, were surrounded and cut to 
pieces by Murat, as is stated in the biographical nodce 
of that marshal. To deliver himself from the fate 
which threatened him. Mack, about the 8th of Octo- 
ber, turned his army toward the northeast, in hopes 
to regain the Bohemian frontier $ he established his 
headquarters in Burgau, between Ulm and Augsburg, 
and occupied with a considerable force Gunzbiirg, 
where there was a bridge over the Danube. On the 
9th, the Austrians in this town were attacked by Ney 
with superior numbers, and driven out at the point of 
the bayonet; and Mack, discouraged, retired his head- 
quarters to Ulm, followed by Ney, whose advanced 
guard, under Dupont, had a sharp and sanguinar}' 
engagement with twen^ thousand Austrians at Hass* 
lach on the 11th. On the same day, Soult was de- 



ipiiehed afttoal M«Quiuiifeo ; toA hftving nomyliHj 

the inyeftment of it on the 13th, the garrison of four 
thousand, being without sujiplies, surrendered oq the 
first summons. Immediately ^after, he marched with 
three of hm diTiaioDS to Bibench, and with the foartb 
he joined M armont and Lannes npon the soatheatt of 
tJlm, while Napoleon advanced widi his imperial guard 
from Augsburg to jBurgau, and Nejf on the north, com"- 
pleted the &tal circle which surrounded the Austrian. 
On the 14tht occurred the battle of Elchingen, of which 
an account will he given in the life of Ney : the arch- 
duke Ferdinand, on the same day, made a sortie for the 
purpose of reaching Bohemia^ and, though he efiected 
his own escape* the greater part of his troops nnder 
Wemeck were captured by Hurat On the 18tli« the 
heights of Michelsberg, which look down into Ulm, at 
half-cannon-shot (list inroj were carried; and Napoleon, 
having now a hundred thousand men surrounding forty 
thousand Austrians, summoned Mack to siureiidery and 
sent General De Segur to negotiate with him* 8egur 

was authorized to olTer him no more limn fuo chivs, 
and as Mack, who had some hopes of being reheved 
by the Russians, demanded eight, this conference ended 
without success. On the fiillowing day, Segur was 
sent again by Napoleon to ofier eight days, counting 
from the first day on which the blockade began, which 
m e^ect, reduced the time to six days; but Mack, 
whose imbecile obstinacy thought it a gfeater triumph 
to carry a trifling point than lo secure an important onoy 
replied, " Eight days or death !" Soon after, Prince 
Lichtenstein visited the French headquarters, and the 
picture which the emperor drew of the hopelessness of 
the Austrian's positioni induced him to make sueh a 
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report to Mack, that the htter on the next day ngned 

a capitulation, engaging that the fortress should be 
giren up and the troops surrendered as prisoners of 
war on the 2dth, if not sooner relieved by the Rus- 
8ians« Napoleon then sent for Mack to his headquar- 
ters, at the Abbey of Elchingen, and entering into con- 
versation with him, impressed him with such terror 
that he agreed to surrender immediately upon the 
simple condition that Ney's corps should remain 
at Uhn until the 25th. On the morning of die 
20th of October, the garrison of Ulm, amounting to 
thirty thousand men, with sixty pieces of cannon, 
marched out, and defiling for five hours past Napoleon 
and hb staff, who stood before the fire of a bivouac on 
an elevated site to the north of the city, laid down their 
arms in sullen stillness. 

Napoleon, who, if he commouly treated his political 
opponents with ceaseless obloquy and insult, knew how 
to behave with magnanimity to defeated military foes, 
addressed the olhcers with kindness and respect : 
Gentlemen," said he, war has its chances : vic- 
torious youraelves on many an occasion, you must ex- 
pect sometimes to endure reverses." Napoleon im- 
mediately sent to the senate, at Paris, forty standards . 
taken at Ulm, and soon after issued to the array one of 
the tinest proclamations that he ever sent forth. Sol- 
diers of the grand army I" he said : In a fortnight 
we have finished one campaign. What we proposed 
to do, has been done. • • • The army, which, with 
equal presumption and rashness, marched upon our 
frontler>, is annihilated. Of one hundred thousand men 
who formed that army, sixty thousand are prisoners. 
Two hundred pieces of 'cannon, mnety flags, and all 
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tbair generals, are in our power. Soldier^i I anoounce 
to jrou the result of a greet bettle: bat, thtoke to the 
tll-adrieed conduct of the enemy, I eeenred thi^ lesok 

without encountering danger, y.u<i, wlut is without ex- 
ample Iq history, it has been gained at the sacrifice of 
eceroe fifteen hundred meik • • • But we will not 
stop here. The Ruamn anny which English gold has 
brought firom the extremity of the world, shall share 
the fate of that which we have just dpff»nted. • • • 
All that I am anxious for, is to obtain the victory with 
the least possible bloodshed. My soldieis sie my 
children." 

TSot 'd nioinciiL was lost in puttinri^ in execution these 
ulterior designs. Ney was detached to clear the I'yrol 
of the troops which threatened the right flank of the 
advancing army : Napoleon himself arrived at Munich 
on the 24th. Augabmrf was made the grand dep6t, 
and the whole army, in successive corps, rolled in a 
resisUess torrent down the valley of the Danube. It 
was during this match that Mortifir» on the left bankt 
separated too far firom the advanced-guard, encountered 
the Russian army under Kutusofi* at Diemstein, and 
met with disaster, of which an account will be riven in 
the notice on that marshal. Meanwhile, the archduke 
Charlesi who had gained some advantage over Massena 
in Italy, alarmed for the safety of the capital, retreated 
hastily to Laybach, with the intention of throwing^ him- 
self into Vienna ; but Napoleon, with his usual rapidity, 
had sent forward Lannes and Murat, who, on the 13th 
of November, seised the bridge of Vienna, and thus 
cut off the communication of that prince with the Ros* 
sian army on tlie north, and threw him back into Hun- 
gary* On the same day, Napoleon entered Vienna, and 
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established his headquarters at Schoenbrunn. Kutusoff, 
thus separated from the archduke, and deprived of the 
barrier of the river, was obliged to retire upon the sec- 
ond Riuttian army, which was now approaching. Mor^ 
tttr and Bemadotte pressed eagerly upon their rear, 
and Murat was sent forward with orders to reach Znaini, 
if possible) before the retreating enemy, by w lii( h they 
would be cut off frcnn communicating with their allies. 
Kutasoff, howeyer, eluded and triumphed over Ae de- 
signs of Murat, and fixing Bagrathion at Grund to en- 
counter and delay the French troops, he effected a 
junction with the residue of the R nssian forces at Wis- 
chau, in Mofavia, on the 19th of Noyember. On the 
dOdi, Napoleon moved bis headquarters to Brunn, and 
on the 2r5th, while reconnoitring with his stall, he came 
to the village of Austerlitz, where the road firom Brunn 
toward Hungary croeses that from Nicholsburg. Struck 
with the mUitaiy advantages of the position^ he turned 
to his officers and said, Examine these localities well : 
in a few days this will be your field of battle." 

The annals of war do not exhibit a more splendid 
illustration of faultless mUkaiy science, than is shown in 
the dispositions of the yarious corps of Napoleon's army 
at this time. Advanced an immense distance into the 
midst of nations in arms, and surrounded by armies far 
more numerous than his own, it was the superiority of 
his mind and the perfection of his strategy aIone» that 
sayed Inm from nin, and gaye him the glorioua victo- 
ry which was at hand. His arrangements at this time 
were nothing more than an exhibition, on a magnificent 
floale, of the same simple prindple which he had io 
ofiso acted on befim — of occupying a central podtion» 
with aU his forces in perfect commuuicatioii, in auch A 
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way that, apraul oat, they divided the enemj*9 oorpe 

from one another, and, drawing together, they eoiild,in a 

brief space of time, accumulate their whole force upon 
any part of the circumference which the enemy covered. 
On the present occasion, the emperor'a dispositions en- 
abled him to accomplish the moat imp<Niant political re- 
sults, without departing from the stnetest military pru- 
dence. On the 25tli of November, the positions of the 
contending powers were as follows : The allied army, 
eighty thousand strong, with the emperors of Austria and 
Russia, and the grand-duke Constantine in person, was 
in a strong position under the cannon of Olmutz ; and the 
archduke Charles with a force quite a> inrire was ap- 
proaching on the southeast of Vienna, to effect a junction 
with thenu Napoleon, with the corps of Lannes and Sooh, 
the imperial guard, and the cavalry under Murat, making 
a force in all of sixty thousautl, was at Bruiiii ; Mortier, 
with his shattered corps, was in garrison at Vienna; 
Bemadotte, with his own troops and the Bavarians, 
was near Iglau, in observation of &e archduke Ferdi- 
nand, who with the force that he escaped from Ulm 
with, was approaching aloiiir the Danube ; Davoust 
was advanced toward Presburg ; Marmont was on the 
road to Styria, observing the archduke Charles, and in 
communication with Massena on the extreme right. 
On the 27th and 28th, the movements of the imperial 
troops rendered it obvious that they were about to bring 
on a general engagement : the French advanced guards 
were driven in, the allied headquarters were advanced 
to Wischau, with the outposts within two leagues of 
Austerlitz. Napoleon instantly sent orders 1o Berna- 
dotte to leave the Bavarians at Iglau, and advance with 
bis own corps, by forced marches to Brunn ; similar 
Vol- II.— 3 
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orders were sent to Morder, at Viennay and M anuonl 

was directed to occupy that city ; and, Davoust was 
recalled from Presburg to Nicholsburg to form the 
French right. By this conceatration, the arioy uadc'r 
Napoleon was raised at once to nine^ thousand men* 
On the 29th, the enemy manceuvred in a contradictory 
manner, as if their plans were not decided ; but, on the 
following day, their light troops were observed march- 
ing by their left, apparently with the view of turning the 
French right, so as to cut them off from Vienna. This 
plan was an extremely plausible one, but it inyolved 
one fatal military error, that of executing a lateral 
movement directly in front of a formidable enemy. 
Napoleon, who for two days had been constantly on 
horseback at the advanced posts, observing the enemy's 
operations, instantly saw the design, and felt that if he 
could draw the whole army into such a movement, its 
fate was sealed. To lure the enemy more certainly 
into the error which they seemed disposed to commit, 
he abandoned the heights of Pratzen, the highest ground 
in the neighborhood, evacuated Austerlitz, and con- 
centrated his army about Brunn. Explaining to his 
surprised generals the profound conception upon which 
be was proceeding, he said, If I wished to gain an 
ordinary victory, I should receive battle on these 
heights ; but, as my object is to betray the enemy into 
irretrievable ruin, 1 seduce him by the bribe of that 
position." On the morning of the 1st of December^ 
the whole force of the allies was descried moving upon 
their left to turn the right flank of the French army; 
and, Napoleon, as he watched th^ operation, exclaimed 
with the prophetic confidence of science, Before to* 
morrow night that army is my own.'* During the 
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wilofo dajj the allteft wete executing this flank move- 
ment, divided into five colonnns, and on the ni^dit of 
the Ist, their positions were as follows : the Or^t columoi 
constitutiDg their left wing» under Buxhowden, was 
advanced as far as Augezd, beyond the French ri^rht ; 
the second, under Lancreron, and tfie third, under Pry- 
byszeweki, were on liie heii:hts of Pratzen, and the 
eminence directly behind it ; tlie fourth and fifth, under 
Miioradowitch and Lichtenstem, were next m order; 
and the reserves, under the grand-duke Constantine, 
were on the elevated ,^ound before Aii-torlifz. The 
whole allied force was sixty-five thousand infantry and 
fifteen thousand cavalry. On the other hand the French 
army, consistuig now of ninety thousand men, occupied 
a position behind a small stream, and some marshes^, 
between Brunn and AusterUtz, on both sides of the 
great road which runs from Brunn, through the latter 
village, to Olmutz. Their right, under Davoust, rest- 
ed on Lake Mcenitz, with its reserve behind the abbey 
of Raygern ; the centre, under Soult, wa*? pushed for- 
ward iuto and beyond the village directly in front of 
Pratzen, so that as soon as the lateral movement of the 
enemy was resumed in the morning, and was suffi- 
ciently developed, he miLrht fall upon their flank and 
sever the army in half: the lelt rested on tlie hill of 
Bosenitzberg, which was occupied by arullery, with an 
advance guard of cavalry in front of it: the left wing 
consbted of Lannes' corp, which was at the base of the 
hill ; next to whom, on the rii^ht, was Bernadotte, and 
on his left, on the other side of the Olmutz road, were 
the grenadiers of Oudinot; Murat'a cavalry^ and the 
imperial guard, under Bessieres, forming a second line. 
At two o'clock ill the morning, the allied columns were 
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in full maich to cany out the movement begun the daj 
before, and at three their adyanced cavalry reached the 

village of Tilnitz. It was a winter morning; a low fog 
rested upon the ground : Napoleon stood in front of 
his tent, which was pitched on an elevated spot to the 
right of the high road, and commanded a view of the 
whole scene : his marshals, on horseback, were grouped 
around him. At length the mists rolled away and the 
broad yellow sun rose in cloudless efiulgence above the 
horizon — ^that **sun of Austeriitz" which was so often 
hailed by Napoleon as the star of his brightest destiny. 
The enemy had descended from the heights ofPratzen, 
and the whole army was in motion to turn the French 
right. The marshals now comprehended the splendid 
advantage which the genius of Napoleon had foreseen 
and prepared, and eagerly asked for the signal to ad- 
vance. " Not yet, gentlemen," said Napoleon ; " not 
yet : when your enemy is executing a false movement 
never interrupt him.^' At length, a violent firing was 
heard on the right, and, intelligence arrived that the 
left wing of the allies was entering Tilnitz. " Now is 
tiie moment!" said the emperor.* The marshals gal- 
loped off, each to the head of his corps ; and, Napo- 
leon, mounting his horse, rode along the line, exclaim- 
ing, Soldiers, the enemy has imprudently exposed 
himself to our blows: we shall finish the campaign by 
a clap of thunder I" 

On the French right, the Russian left wing assaulted 
and carried the village of Tilnitz, with irresistible fury ; 

♦ Snooeas in war," said Napoleon, ten years afterward, at St. He- 
kna, " depondB to much on qtiielnigbtediion, and on seizing the right 
moment, that the battle of AiiBterUts» which was to completely won, 
would have been loit| if I had atUcM tlx bam looMr." 
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fireMad on to Sokehuix, which was aim earned, and 

appeared in iriuuipli beyond ihi! llank of Da\(m:^t; 
that cool and courageous commaoder, however, march- 
ed his reserves from behind Rajgero, and drew them 
in front of Sokeloitz, as the Russians, disordered hy 
success were issuing out of it; they were sjieedily 
driven back and the village retaken, but again renewing 
the assault, a protracted and sanguinary contest ensued* 
On the left, Lannes and Bemadotte, advancing wilfc 
great rapidity for the purpose of detaining the allied 
right or rear, wliilc ^ouit fell upon their centre, gained 
SO much ground with their infantry, that KellermanDy 
with a body of horse, charged the Russian imperial 
gnard : but Lichtenstein issued forth with the powerful 
corps of Austrian cnirassiers, drove Kellermann back, 
and, disordering the French line, penetrated into the 
interval between L^nncs and Beroadotte; her - they 
were met and repelled by Murat, at the head of the 
cavalry of Napoleon's ^ard, and being at the same 
time taken on both llaiiks by liie artillery, nearly half 
of these splendid troops were destroyed. Meanwhile, 
Soult's decisive movement, on the centre, was pro> 
ceeding with full success. The second and third col- 
umns of the enemy had just descended the heights of 
Pratzen, and the fourth was pre])arin:; to cros.s them, 
when Soult's front, in attacking column, appeared upon 
the flank of their open marching column. Kutusoff 
immediately ordered the third column to regain the - 
lieights, and disposed the fourth column in array of 
battle, two lines deep, to receive the attack : but before 
tins could be done, Soult had ascended the heights, 
and broken and driven back the Russian front line with 
the loss of several pieces of cannon. A desperate con« 

3« 
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flict followed; but after two hours, the six Rtraeian 
battalions who occupied the highest position were cut 
to pieces, and the heights were carried. About one 
o'clock, while the victory was thus undecided, a most 
formidable liody of infantry and cavalry was seen de- 
bouching upon the plain between the French centre 
and left* It consisted of the Russian imperial guard, 
led by the grand-duke Constandne in person; a num- 
ber of squadrons of horse, being Ouvaroff 's cavalry 
and the remains of Lichtenstein's cuirassiers, together 
with a battery of four pieces. The infantry advancing, 
engaged with Vandamme's division, while the cavahy 
attacked the French column in flank and threw them 
into disorder. Napoleon immediately despatched Rapp 
with two squadrons of chasseurs, and the grenadiers of 
the guard, to check these horse, and desked Bessieres 
to support him with all the cavalry of the guard. Rapp 
cried out to his men, "Forward; see how your brothers 
and friends are getting cut to pieces: avenere them; 
avenge our flags:" and rushing forward drove the 
enemy's cavalry back and captured the guns. The 
Russians rallied and advanced in great force, but Bes- 
sieres, by this lime, had arrived: a close contest, 
"horse to horse, and hand to hand," succeeded, in 
which both cavalry and infantry fought with the dead- 
liest fury, and so intermingled that the artillery of neither 
party dared to fire, for fear of killing their own raen. 
At length, the enthusiasm of the French bore everj^thing 
down before them; and the enemy fled in disorder, in 
sight of the two emperors of Russia and Austria, who 
from the neighboring height beheld the ruin of their 
hopes. This action decided the day.* boult, who 

* 0«iai4^t cetobrated plctiire of titc twttl* of Antttriiti, icjpmtBtt 
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was BOW adranced iiearij a mile from- the fint Vm of 
batde, inclined to the right, and co>operalad with D»* 

voust ill surrouiKling the Austrian left wing ; while Na- 
poleon sent tiie imperial guard to aid in tlie same de- 
sign. Doctoroff's, Langeron'fl, and Buxbowden's 
corps, fonning the whole left» were sttCceasiTely taken 
in flank, separated and surrounded : ten thousand were 
made prisoners or slain, and a large body were driven 
over a liozen lake, of which the ice gave way with their 
weight, and above two thousand were drowned* On 
the left, the advantage, after a protracted contest had 
become equally decided in ia\ ur of die French : die 
heights of Blasowitz and Kruh, and the village of 
HolitthitZy were carried, and the enemy routed, with 
the exception of one close column which retreated un» 
der Bagrathion, and which, though repeatedly assailed 
by Sucbet's and Murat's cavalry, made good its retire- 
ment to Austerlitz, with the loss of all the baggage. 
On this memorable day, the allies lost ten thousand 
killed and wounded, and twenty thousand prisoners; 
one hundred and eighty pieces of cannun, and forty- 
five standards : while so utter was the disorganizatioa of 
their army, and the panic of its leaders, that at a council 
held at the imperial headquarters that night, it was de- 
cided that a further continuation of hostilities was hope- 
less, and at four o'clock the next moi iiing Prince Lich- 
tenstein arrived at Napoleon's headquarters with pro- 
posals for an armistice. Such was the battle of Aus- 
terlitz ; to which may with truth be applied what the 
Iloraan historian has said of the victory gained by Lu- 

Kapp, covered with blood from a wound in his head, riding up to intijrm 
Napoleon that the battle wan gained. BApp wa« munsdiateijr made « 
general of dlTision. 
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cullus over Tigranes, that "the sun never shone upon 
such a victory." When Napoleon met Soult, in the 
evening, upon the field of battle» he sdd to him, 
"Marshal, you are the first tactician in Europe," {le 
premie?' manoeurrier de VEurope), " Sire," replied 
Soalty with a felicity of rnmpliment tliat would have 
done honor to the court of Louis XIY^ I believe it, 
since it is your majesty that has the goodness to tell me 
so." On the 4th of December, Napoleon and the em- 
peror Francis, had a personal interview at a mill about 
three leagues from Austerlitz ; on the 6th an armistice 
was signed at Austerlitz; on the 27th the peace of 
Presburgh was concluded between France and Aus- 
tria; and, on the 25th of January, 1806, Napoleon, 
having passed through Vienna and Munich, reached 
Paris, which he entered at night unattended. Just four 
monAs had elapsed since he left it to take command of 
the army : and in that time, the magnificent armies of 
Russia and Austria had been utterly destroyed, and 
the latter empire trampled under the feet of the con* 
queror. 

In the campaigns of 1806 and 1807, in Prussia and 
Poland, Soult again commanded the fourth corps with 
memorable distinction. At the battle of Jena, where 
he commanded the right wing, his opportune attack 
upon the centre mainly contributed to the brilliant re* 
suit on that occasion. On the next day, he defeated 
Marshal Kaikreuth at Greussen ; and paying no atten- 
ion to the statements of that general, that an armistice 
had been concluded, pursued vigorously the king of 
Prussia, and began the blockade of Magdeburg. Soult 
continued to take an active part in all the subsequent 
operations in Prussia, and in the engagements at Pul* 
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eoodact at Eylau, is recorded in the bistiNy of that bat- 
tle in the life of Davon?t ; and it is said to have been 
owing to his advice that Aapoleon kept his position OD 
the field of battle, and so acquired the moral advaiita- 
ges of a victory. When Napoleon referred to the enor- 
mous loss he had sustained, and suggested a retreat, 
Soult is reported to have replied : "Let us stay where 
we are, sire ; for, although we suffer cruelly, we shall 
pass for the conquerors, if we remain last on the field 
of battle ; I have observed movements in the Russian 
army, which induce me to think that Benincrsen will 
avail himself of the darkness to retreat" IMapoieon, 
who was well acquainted with Soalt*s uncommon peoe- 
tradon, adopted bis advice, and the result proved the 
sagacity of the counsel. 

In 1808, Soult was created duke of Dalmatia, and 
accompanied Napoleon into Spain in November of that 
year, when he went to direct in person the operations in 
the peninsula. On the morning of the 8th of Novem- 
ber, the emperor, accompanied by Soult and Lannes, 
left Bayonne, and reached Vittoria the same evening. 
Arriving at the gates of the town, he jumped fiom hk 
horse, and entering the first inn that he observed, called 
for his maps and the reports of the situations of both 
armies, and proceeded at once to settle the plan of 
campaign. Soult was appointed to take the command 
of the second corps, then under Bessieres at Briviesca, 
and to fall directly upon the Conde de Belvedere, who 
was at Burgos ; and the emperor, witli tho imperial 
guards and the reserve, was to follow the movements 
of that corps. The operations of the other corps were 
marked out in a corresponding manner, and the whole 
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pl«il was put instantly into execution. SouU set out 
that night for Briviesca, and arriving there at daybreak 

on the 9th, received from Bcssieres the command of the 
second corps, and in a few hours was on the road to 
Burgos, near to which headquarters were established 
that night At an early hour on tlie 10th of November, 
tlie Conde de Belvedere drew up bis army, one of the 
best then in the S|)anish service, at Gamonal. Some 
skirmishing between advanced parties took place about 
seven o'clock, in which the Spanish were driven back, 
and disclosed Belvedere's line of battle, consisting of 
eleven tliousand infantry, regular troops, and tw^elve 
hundred cavalry, covered by thirty pieces of artillery. 
Soult's corps then fell upon them, and in an instant 
they were broken and fled in confusion. The disposi- 
tions of the French commander had provided for inter- 
cepting their retreat in all directions, and the slaughter 
was therefore great. Twenty-five hundred Spaniards 
were killed, and nine hundred taken on the field, to- 
gether, with six pairs of colors, twenty guns, and thir^ 
ammunition-wagons. Occupying Burgos, and seizing 
the military stores collected there, Soult despatched 
part of his corps in pursuit of Belvidere toward Lerma* 
and with another part pressed toward Rcynosa, to inter- 
cept Blake's retreat firom Espinosa. On the 13th, his 
advanced-n^uard at Revnosa fell in with and attacked 
Blake's retiring army, and utterly defeated it. kSoult 
then spread his troops over Montana and Leon, driving 
everything before them, and clearing the whole country 
north of Burgos, from any possihility of the couiiuuni- 
cations with France being disturbed. On the 28th of 
November, the emperor in person advanced from Mi-» 
randa, across the Somo-8ieira, to Madrid, which he 



V 



Digitized by Gopgle 



retched on tbe 2d of December, wod took poeeewion 

of on the 4th. Re«tin^ here for a few days, to* concen- 
trate his forces, and cunr-olidaie the iaiinense conquesta 
which he had niade» the cniperor*s iutentioo was again 
to open the floodgates of inTasion, and sweep through 
the south of Spain, as he had swept through the north* 
Never had this £rreat chief disphiyed mightier genius 
and energy, and never had his troops accomplished his 
purposes with more brilliant decision. Everything was 
to be dreaded from a conqueror, who in twenty days 
had mastered a third of the kingdom and reduced the 
capiiai ; and the total ruin of Spain seemed to he inev- 
itable. This catastrophe was averted, and the inde- 
pendence of the nation saved, by the genius and daring 
of Sir John Moore* 

In the end of Novemher, and the early part of De- 
cember, this general was at Saianianca. He perceived 
the designs of Napoleon, and with consummate sagacity 
and a boldness worthy of the skill which had suggested 
the plan, he determined to precipitate his whole fbree 
upon Soult, who was in the neighborhood of l^urcros. 
This assault upon the flank and rear of iNapoleou '3 ope- 
rations, which threatened wholly to cut off his commu* 
nications with France, Moore foresaw would break up 
the emperor's plans in an instant : if he remained at 
Madrid, iSoult might be overwhelmed and defeated ; 
if, as was quite certain, he turned at once upon Moore, 
the southern provinces would be delivered, and would 
have idme to rally and organise. These results were 
accomplished by tlie English commander, with the 
most admirable success. While the emperor advanced 
against Madiid, and Lannes was directed upon Tudela 
and SiingQMn, Sontf s fiwee had been ordered to eon* 
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centrale on the Carrion, and act as a corps of observa- 
tion. About the middle of December, Soult's arniy 
occupied Carrion, Saldagna, and Sahagun. On the 
11th of December, Sir John Moore, having established 
magazines in his rear at Benavente, Astorga, and Lugo, 
and made every arrangement to secure a rapid retreat 
toward Portugal, advanced from Salamanca ; and Sir 
David Baird moving forward from Astorga about the 
same time, the whole English force united on the 20th 
at Mayorga and Melgar Abaxo. The same night, Lord 
Paget fell, with the advanced-guard, upon tiie French 
posts at Sahagun, and drove them in with some loss : 
the residue of the English army halted on the 22d and 
23d, to wait for supplies. Moore was preparing to 
move during the night of the 23d to Carrion, with the 
hope of surprising the bridge there before daylight, and 
assailing Soult's main force at Saldagna. The troops 
were actually in march to execute this plan, when in- 
telligence reached Sir John, that Napoleon, informed 
of his movements, had left Madrid w kh nearly his whole 
army, and was advancing with the utmost celerity to fall 
upon his communications. Sir John's principal pur- 
pose was accomplished, and he instantly fell back to 
Benavente, and thence to Astorga, and made every ar- 
'rangement for a rapid retreat to Portusral or the western 
coast of Spain. The emperor directed his course to 
Benavente, and Soult, assuming the offensive, moved 
toward Astorga by the Mancilla road. On the 28th, 
Isapoleon reached the left bank of the Esla, but the 
prey had escaped him : he was twelve hours too late, 
and Moore was in full retreat through Astorga. On the 
dOth, a detachment of the cavalry of the imperial guard, 
under General L^bvre-Desnouettes, crossed the Esla, 
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and being attukad by Lord Ptg«l, wm looladv tnd 

Lefebvre wounded and made prisoner. On t!ie 'MsX 
of December, Sir John Moore left Astorga for Lugo ; 
and on the 1st of January, 1809, at Astorga, Napoleon 
and Boult united their ibrees, conaiating of aerenl^ 
tfaonsand infiintry, ten thonaand cavalry, and two bno- 
dred pieces of artillery. Here the emperor was recalled 
to Paris by the operations of Austria ; and returuing 
thither to open the campaign of £ckmuhl and Wagram, 
he left Soult in aupreme command, to contintte the por- 
auit with twenty thousand infantry, five thousand cav* 
airy, and fifty ^Mtns, followed at ?omc distance by Ney 
with the sixth corps of sixteen thousand men. With a 
vigor and deciaion, caught from the great commander 
whose place he was occupying, Sonlt pressed rapidly 

foru aid upon the track of Sir John Moore, who hastened 
to his ships, with the intention of embark mg and passing 
round by sea to the south. On the 3d of January, an 
engagement ioolc place at Calcabellos between the Eng- 
lish rear-guard and the French li^bt cavalry, in whicb 
General Colbert, the connnaiukr of the latter, was 
killed. Go tlie evening of the 5th, tSir John drew up 
bis whole army at Lugo, for the purpose of giving bai* 
de to bis pursuers, if pressed, or, at least, of allowing 
his men time to rest and reorganize. About noon on the 
7th, Sonlt arrived at the head of ten or twelve thousand 
men, and finding a formidable assemblage of the enemy 
befare him, wbich the nature of the ground did not 
permit bim to measure with accuracy, be sent some 
squadrons with fonr guns to open a fire upon the Brit- 
ish centre. Fifteen guns replied ; and Soult, now sat 
isfied that the principal part of the English army was 
befere him, baited to wait fer the residue of his forces* 
Vol. n.— 4 
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On the 8th, both armies were in array, and the English 
expected an attack. Soult, however, postponed it until 
tlie 9th ; and during the nighty chiefly in consequence 
of the failure of Spanish co-operation^ Sir John drew 
off to Betanzos, and thence to the heights of Corunna, 
where he arrived on the 11th. Here the whole British 
army was concentrated ; and the transports arriving on 
the 14th, the stores were shipped, and arrangements 
made to embark the troops on the night of the IGtfa-* 
17th. Meanwhile, on the Idth, Soult came up with 
the CTeatest part of his irdantry ; but the cavalry, hav- 
ing heen delayed by the destruction of the bridges at 
Burgo, did not arrive until the 14tfa. During the 15tb, 
the French dispositions were made ; and about three 
in the afternoon , the opening of a heavy fire on the 
left, and the advance of tliree formidable columns, an- 
nounced that a general engagement was at hand. 

The English force, at Corunna, amounted to less 
than fifteen thousand men. The nght consisted of 
Baird's division, which ^vas in an exposed and unfavor- 
able position ; the centre rested upon tiie village of 
Elvma, and the left was formed of Hope's division, 
beyond the village of Palavia Abaxo ; Pagefs cavalry, 
and Frazer's division of infantry being in reserve. The 
force under Soult was not less than twenty thousand ; 
Laborde's division, composing the right, Merle's the 
centre, and Mermet's the left, with a battery of eleven ^ 
heavy guns upon its extreme left. Opening a steady 
fire from this battery^ Soult*s columns advanced ob- 
liquely against the English right and centre. The 
first column, driving in the outposts at Elvina, turned 
then to theb* left to outflank Baird^s division, and assail 
it upon its left; the next column penetrated into the 
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rihifs^; t&d » tliird marebed against Hops^s difiiioii 

Moore's dispositions were made witli consuraraaie abil- 
ity. Paget's reserve, supported by Frazer, was order- 
ed to pass round beyond the French kft» threaten the 
great battery, aad aseail the French poeitioiis in ftank. 
At the same time, the fourth regiment which formed 
Baird's (jxircuic right, was drawn back, and facing to 
the left, was ordered to open a tire upon the tiauk of 
the columa which was advancing to turn Baird*s posi- 
tion. These ^Nrdemi were executed with promptness 
and success ; but, in the meantime, the village of £1- 
vina became the scene of a close and severe struggle. 
The French column, upon its first approacli, wa^ re- 
ceived at the point of the bayonet, by the fi^eth and 
forty-second, and driven out The combat was re- 
newed beyond the village with some success on the 
part of the French, who again entered the village, and 
were again encountered with an obstinate resistance. 
While observing the battle in Elvina, and animating 
the troops by words of encouragement. Sir John Moors 
was desperately wouiided by a cannon-shot, w liicli car- 
ried away his left shoulder. He was borne Irom the 
field of his fame ; hut not until the batde was visibly 
gained* For, Paget's movements had driven the 
French dragoons in the rear of the battery, from the 
ground ; the French infantry, after a protracted strug- 
gle, had been expelled from Elvina ; and, on the left, 
Hope had carried the village of Palavia Abaxo : every- 
where, the British line was advanced beyond the posi- 
tions which it ha 1 occupied in the morning, and Souk's 
columns were retiring in disorder. Sir John Hope, who 
upon the death of Moore, took the command, embarked 
|he English during the night; and, on the following 
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* moroingy the French beheld their opponents standing 
out to sea. Moore, wrapped in his military cloak, was 
buried hj his staff officers, in the citadel of Corunna ; 

and, Soult, in a spirit worthy of the age of chivalry, 
erected a monument to his memory. 

Soon after the battle of Corunna, Soult took possea* 
sion of Ferrol in the name of King Joseph : and, here, 
despatches from Napoleon were received, dated at \ al- 
ladolid, prescribing to him an immediate advance 
through Portugal to Oporto, to co-operate, in an attack 
upon Lisbon, with Victor, who had arrived at Alcan* 
tara, and was to proceed through Merida. The em- 
peror," said Berthier, at the conclusion of his des- 
patch, " has unlimited contidence in your talents for 
the fine expedition which be has charged you with." 
Soult reorganized his army at St Jago de Compose 

telk, and, on tlic Isi uf February, 1809, began bis for- 
ward movement toward the Minho, with an army of 
fourteen thousand infantry, four thousand cavalry, and 
fifty-eight pieces of artillery. Advancing through Se- 
dondela and Tuy, hh troops, after encountering many 
obstacles Iroiu the slate of the roads and streams, were 
assembled, on the 16th, on the banks of the Minho, 
between Salvatierra, Guardia, and Redondela* Baffled 
by the swollen state of the river, and the gallant re* 
sistance of the Portuguese on the opposite bank, in an 
attempt to cross at Campo Saucos, boult changed the 
Ime of his march, and moved up the stream upon Ri« 
dabavia, Barbantes, and Orense, where ferries and a 
bridge enabled him to pass. The most serious ob- 
stacles opposed themselves to the further advance of 
the French. A formidable body of native troops wero 
10 be encountered; the peasantry, animated by the m- 
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ttoit Imtililjr^ were to be rtpdled u everjr Mp ; aad 
the army was to more orar a eoumry almoat impraetH 

cable from the cotiditioii of the roads, and the slate of 
the weather. It waa a state of tiungs to whicli tiie 
genius and temper of Soult were particularly adapted* 
and he triumphed oirer erery difficulty with the moat 
distinguished ability. Paaaing through Monterey, 
where a considerable hody under Rouiaiia was routed, 
Soult took poaaeaiion oi Chaves, oo the l^th ; deieated 
the Portuguese again in a general engagement, at 
Braga, on the 20th ; and, arrived before Oporto, on 
the 27th. Preparations for the defence of the city had 
been made by the bishop, aiid the popular i'eehn^: wiilun 
the walk was vehemently excited against the invaders* 
Souk's summons to surrender was rejected ; and, at an 
early hour on the morning of the S9th, his troops moved 
forward to the assault of the city. Ad\ anciiie in three 
powerful columns, the works were stormed and carried 
with irresistible fury, the Portuguese tioopa within 
swept away by the impetuority of the onset, and the 
cit}' made the prey of an incensed and ruthless army. 
In spite of the earnest endeavors of the French mar:ilial 
to control his men, a terrible scene of carnage and vio- 
lence ensued ; multitudes were driven into the river ; 
others were put to the sword. Ten thousand Portu- 
guese perished on that dreadful day. The French 
loss was about five hundred. 

The tardiness of Victor's advance along the valley 
of the Tagus, rendered impracdcable an immediate 
advanrc, by 8oiik, upon Li.sbon. lie turned hisatten- 
doa, therefore, to the securing of his conque:^t by occu- 
pying the best military positions in the country, and by 
^atablidiing anch civil regulations as restored the traa 

. 4* 
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quillity of the country, and gave to the French tlie 

character of allies and rulers, rather than invaders and 
conquerors. Souk's administrative talents were dis- 
played with great success, and the region Entre Minho 
e Douro, enjoyed greater repose and order than it had 
done under any of the previous governments. He 
pursued, indeed, the system of conciliation with so 
much earnestness, as very soon to raise suspicions of a 
design on his part to make himself king* The recent 
example of Marat gave hope to almost any project of 
ambition, and Souk felt that his own abilities were far 
superior to those of the king of Naples. His schemes 
were laid, however, with so much skill, and followed 
out so cautiously, that in the event of the emperor's 
disapproving of his project, it could readily be dis- 
owned. A deputation of a dozen inhabitants of Braga 
waited on the marshal, a fortnight after his arrival, and 
soon after published, with an account of this interview, 
a proclamadon in terms like these : " The former gov- 
ernment of the country," it declared, " cared for noth- 
ing but the increase of its own revenues. The house 
of Braganza has ceased to reign, and Providence, who 
watches over our destmies, has sent among us a man 
who has no other aim than glory, and no wish but to 
exercise the power which Napoleon has given him,in a 
\y^y to rescue us from the anarchy which envelops us* 
Why should we heritate to rally about him, and pro^ 
clum him the liberator of the nation ? The emperor 
of the French will give us his support, and will be de- 
lighted to see one of his lieutenants become our sov-^ 
ereign*" This document bears evident marks of hav- 
ing been composed under Souk's own direction, and 
as it was published in a journal under his control, his 
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appronl of it is unqueBdoiuible. 8000 tAert another 

deputation waited upon him for the same purpose, and 
he listeoed long to their recital of the benefits which a 
French prince could confer upon Portugal. "As for 
myaelf," be replied^ " I feel all the gratitade that is 
dae to your flattering views in relation to me, bat it 
does not rest with me to give you a reply." Mtiaofials 
signed with the names of thirty thousand persons were 
also presented ; but most of the names are supposed to 
have been forged : and all these documents were burnt 
when the army evacuated Oporto. Soult's caution 
and coolness kept him from being too far committed, 
and at the first intimation of the emperor's displeasure, 
the project vanished. Napoleon, when informed of it, 
affiscted to treat it as a trifling matter, in his relations 
with Soult; but to .some of the inferior agents, who 
were most active in promoting the design, he expressed 
his anger in vety emphatic terms : " If you had gone 
one step further," he said to one of Soolt's aides-de- 
camp, " I would have had you shot.'* 

But another character was now nbout to appear upon 
the scene, before which boult's genius was destined 
again and again to be rebuked. On the 22d of April, 
1809, Sir Arthur Wellesley landed at Lisbon, and im- 

mediately took the command of the allied British and 
Portuguese armies, lending a part of his force to ob- 
serve and impede the progress of Victor, he directed 
the residue upon Coimbra ; and there, on the 5th of 
May, twenty-five thousand men, of whom thirteen 
thousand were British, were concentrated witiioui 
boult's having become aware of their approach. On 
the 9th of May, Sooit became aware of the perils of his 
positbn, and made rapid arrangements for a retreat 
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On the HioniiAg of the 12th, the British eoluram efriv^ 

oil ibe left bank of the Douro, opposite to Oporto, 
and on the same day, Welle^ley accomplished that 
celebrated passage of the river, which first gave him a 
military celebrity in Europe, and drew from Napoleon 
the brief hut significant remark, '^c'estunhon general.^* 
Souk immediately evacuated the city and retired upon 
Valloaga. Pursued with the utmost vigor by such an 
enemy as Wellesley, nothing but the most prompt and 
sagacious measures saved his army from total destruc- 
tion. At Pennafiel, on the 13th, he destroyed his ar- 
tillery, and abandoned his military stores and baggage, 
and passing rapidly over the mountains, through Pon^ 
peira and Guimaraens, arrived, on the 15th, at Braga, 
where the army was reorganized and rested. Placing 
Loison at the head of the army, and takins: command 
of the rear-guard in person, he retired tiirough Sala- 
monde to Montalegre, where he arrived on the 17th, 
closely pursued by the English, and, on the 16th, cross-' 
ed the frontier, and re-entered Orense on the 19th. 
Seventy-six days had elapsed since Soult had left that 
city : he now returned to it, having lost six thousand 
good soldiers, sixty pieces of artillery, and all his 
baggage. 

Having refreshed his army, vSoult, on the 21st, left 
Orense, for Lugo, to raise the siege of that place, which 
was carried on by the Spanish general Mahi. On 
the fallowing day, as soon as his advanced guard was 
discerned from Lugo, Mahi broke up his camp and 
retired to Mondonedo. Soult, on the 23d, entered 
Lugo, and soon after he came iuto communication with 
Ney, with a view to joint operations agamst the Marquis 
de la Bomagna. A comhined movement against this 
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fwieral was arranged, which would have ioerittbljr r»* 
suited in his destruction, if the jealousy and misunder* 

standing of the French marshals had not defeated their 

own plans, and rendered ihu whole scheme aboruve. 
Soult tlien marched across to Zamora, which he entered 
on the 2d of Jul/ ; and Ne/, on the dOth, occupied 
Astorga* 

On the 30th of June, Soult received a despatch 
from the emperor, then near Ralisbon, placing iSey and 
Mortier under his orders, which gave him the supreme 
command of the second, fifth, and sixth corps* He 
was directed, at the same time, to act decisively against 
the English : " Wellesley," said Napoleon, ** will 
probably advance to Madrid by the valley of the Tagus ; 
if so, cross the mountains, fall upon his rear, and crush 
him." About the middle of July, Wellesley made the 
movement which Napoleon had predicted ; and Soult 
immediately concentrated his army around Salamanca, 
. and despatched an o&cer to Joseph, at Madridi for the 
purpose of carrymg out, in concert, the plan which 
the emperor had suggested. On the S4di of July, 
Soult received assurances from Joseph of his willing 
co-operation in the execution of the proposed design ; 
and, about the 28tb, be began the march of his troope 
upon Placentia* The battle of Talavera, brought on 
prematurely, upon the 28lh, by Joseph and Victor, 
disconcerted the whole arrangement; but Wellesley 
was still in imminent danger, for Soult, with three corps 
of the army, was already in occupation of the right 
bank of the Tagus, and directly upon the English gen- 
eral's communications. From this eiiibarrassmeiit, 
Sir Arthur dexterously relieved himself by crossing the 
ma hj the bridge of Arsobispo, on the 4th of August 
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On die 8tii, iSoult caiiie up with the allied rear-guard, 
under Albuquerque, near Arsobispo, and, seizing the 
passage, before they became aware of the approach of 
the French, routed the Spaniards with a loss of four 

hundred prisoners and five ^^uu<. Soon after, des- 
patches arrived from the emperor, at Schoeabrunn, on 
the 29th of July, directing that farther active operations 
should be stayed until the troops which the victory of 

Wagram now placed at his disposal, should be sent 
into Spain. Accordingly, the second corps was posted 
at Placentia, the fifth at Talavera, and the 6th at Val- 

4 

ladolid: and Wellesley, toward the close of the month, 
retired into Portugal, and, on the 4th of September, 

established his headquarters at jJadajoz. 
^ Soon after, Jourdan who had held the office of 
major-general of the French armies, was recalled to 
France, and Soult was appointed major-generaL In 
the hcginnin^ of November, Areizaga, who had been 
placed at the head of the Spanish armies of La Mancha 
and Estremadura, advanced with fifty thousand men 
toward Madrid. Soult immediately put his forces in 
motion, toward Aranjuez ; and, on the 19th, the 
French, Jed hy Joseph in person, but directed by Soult, 
came upon the Spaniards in battle array near Ocana. 
The force of the latter consisted of forty-five thoui^tnd 
infantry, seven thousand cavalry, and sixty pieces of 
ai Lilkry ; while the French amounted to only twenty- 
four thousand infantry, and five thousand cavalry, widi 
fifty guns. The attack began in* two columns against 
the Spanish right and centre : a gallant resistance was 
made for some time, but, at length, the Spanish line 
was broken in pieces, and a total and irretrievable rout 
ensued. In this great victory, eighteen thousand pris 
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oom wore taken, besides six huodred inferior offieerSf 
•nd three generals ; and, thirt7 pieces of ardflery and 

tvventy-rivc sland of colors became ilic trophies of the 
victors. The French returned to Madrid, and military 
cperations were discontinued on both sides daring the 
lemainder of the year. 

In the beginning of 1810, the orders of Napoleon 
directed an invasion of Andalusia, and Soult, attended 
by King Joseph in person, was charged with the exe- 
cution of it. On the 20th of January, by a combined 
and general attack, he broke througli the Sierra-Morena, 
and spread over the rich plains of Andalusia which lie 
beyond this barrier. On the 1st of i<'ebruary, t^oult 
and the king entered Seville ; on the 6thy Malaga was 
taken; and a few days after, Badajoz was summoned 
unsuccessfully. Cordova, Grenada, libera, and nearly 
all the principal places in the country, were occupied 
during February and March ; and Cadiz was blockaded 
by Victor* Joseph about this time returned to Madrid^ 
and Soult remained as commander-in-chief and supreme 
governor of Andalusia. The administrative talents dis- 
played by Soult in this positioui and the ability with 
which he paci6cated the country, conciliated the inhab* 
itants, and drew out the resources of the kingdom for 
the use of the eiiipeior, form bis highest claims to dis- 
tinction, as a man of enlarged views and judicious pol- 
icy. On the 1st of NoTember, Soult in person took 
the direction of the operadons against Cadis, and car- 
ried them forward with a vigor and effect that promised 
a successful issue, when, in the month of December, 
orders arrived from the emperor, directing an advance 
into Estremadura. Massena had been eharg^ with ao 
invasioB of Pottsgal from die northwest, and Soult was 
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now instructed to co-operate with hinni by a simultane- 
ous movement through the Alentejo toward Lisbon. 
The latter represented to the emperor that^ after leav- 
ing sufficient force to maintain the blockade of Cadiz 
and to secure the possession of Andalusia, he should 
have less than twenty thotisand men disposable for the 
march, and that with such au army it would be impru- 
dent to advance, without first reducing Olivenza and 
Badajoz, The emperor approved of this view; and 
in the heginning of Jaiiuary, 1811, buuJt, at the head 
of twenty thousand men, of whom four thousand were 
cavalry, with fifty-four guns, and a besieging train, and 
large stores, marched into Estremadura. On the 11th, 
Olivenza was invested, and on the 21st capitulated. 
On the 26th, he approached Badajoz, drove in the out- 
posts, and began the siege with great energy. A con- 
siderable Spanish army, under Mendizabal, assembled 
for the rescue of the place ; and on the 19th of Febru- 
ary, iSoult crossed the Gebora, behind which these 
forces were drawn up, attacked and utterly routed fif- 
teen thousand men, taking eight thousand prisoners, 
and capturing all the guns, colors, and baggage of the 
enemy. The siege u as then renewed with increased 
activity. Menacho, the governor of Badajoz, was killed 
in a sortie, which be commanded in person ; and Gen- 
eral Imas succeeded him in defence of the place. On 
the 10th of March, the breach being deemed practica- 
ble, preparations for an assault were made ; but on the 
following day, upon a summons being made, the place 
surrendered. Nine thousand men were made prison- 
ers^f-war, and one hundred and seventy pieces of 
ordnance, eighty thousand quintals of gunpowder, and 
two complete bridge-equipages in excellent conditioi^ 



Digitized by Gopgle 



VEmmouoL oampjjgn* 



40 



fan into the htodt of the Fraiieh. 80011 after, Albii- 
querque end Valentia d'AIeantim were occupied and 

six hundred prisoners taken. But the failure of Mas- 
eena's efforts in the nortli, and the result of the battle 
of Baroea, fought by Victor in hk rear, indoced Souh 
to abandon his further advance, and return to Seville. 
*' In fifty days," says an intelligent historian, in sum- 
min<r up the results of this campaign, he had mastered 
four fortresses ; he had killed or dispersed ten tbouaand 
men, and taken twenty thousand, with a force which, 
at no dme, exceeded die number of bis prisoners.** 

The presence of this able romiisauder in Andalusia 
was quickly felt in the restoration of confidence and 
quiet, which had been previously disturbed by the battle 
of Barosa. The blockade of Cadis was preseed with 
fresh viiror, and the defences of Seville and other cities 
in the French occupation strengthened. The o])era- 
lions in Estremadura, at the same time, were not aban- 
doned. Mortier had been left in charge of the siege 
of Caropo Mayor, which had been invested before 
8 on It's return. After a boiiihardment of several dnvs, 
the place surrendered on the 2Ist of March. But at 
this time a new foe suddenly appeared in the field, 
whom the French were destined to find of a very 
ferent character from the native troops. An English 
force of twenty thousand infantry and two thousand 
cavalry, with eighteen guns, had been detached, under 
Marshal Beresford, by Wellington fi^m the north ; and 
on the 25th of March, they appeared unexpectedly be- 
fore Campo Mayor. It was immediately abandoned 
by the French, who were pursued with some loss by 
the English: soon after, Albuquerq«e and Yalentia 
d*AIeantara were evacuated ; and before die end of 
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April) the English had spread themselves over newAy 
the whole country, and on the 5th of May Badajoz was 

invested. Soult no sooner heard of these movements, 
than he rapidly organized a force for the purpose of 
raising the siege, and on the 10th he moved out of Se- 
ville. Beresford, who was in command before Bada- 
joz, heard of his approach on the Idth, and immedi- 
ately raised the siege, and took position in conjunction 
with tiie Spanish generals at the village of Albuei a, to 
receive him. Here, on the 15th, were assembled un- 
der Beresford thirty thousand infantry, of whom seven 
thou€and were British, and two thousand cavahy, with 
thirty-eight pieces of artillery ; and the same night 
Soult arrived with a force of nineteen thousand select 
infantry, four thousand cavalry, and fifty guns. On 
the following morning began the most obstinate and 
sanjininary battle that was fought durinjr the peninsular 
war : the success of the French at hrst appeared to be 
so decisive, that Beresford was about to draw off his 
troops, when the prompt and sagacious dispositions of 
Colonel (since Sir llcmy) Hardin i;e restored the day, 
and in the end repulsed the enemy. On the 18th, 
Soult retreated to Solano. The allied loss in this 
severe engagement was seven thousand killed and 
wounded, of whom forty-five hundred were Bridsh, 
and five hundred made prisoners; and the French loss 
was eight thousand killed and wounded, amon2: w hom 
were two generals slain and three wounded. On the 
20th, Soult retreated through Fuente del Maestro tow- 
ard Llei(ji];i and Usagre, where he took pc^iiiun on the 
23d : he was followed by the allied forces, which gave 
to the drawn battle of Albuera the aspect and effect of 
a defeat of the French. The siege of Badajos was at 
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cmce returned hj WeUiDgton with great wcMty. SooU 
maintained Iiimaelf at Llerena until the 14th of June, 

when he was reinforced by General Diouet, and at 
ODce advanced to Fueate del Maestro. Marrnoat* 
oieattwfaile, had taken oommand of the army of Portu* 
gal, and had been directed to move forward toward the 
Tagus, and communicate widi Soult On the l^th, 
the two marshals united near Medelhn, and tlie next 
day entered Badajoz, the blockade of which was raised 
on the 17th« Eyeiything now indicated a general and 
decided engagement, and Wellington stood prepared 
to meet it ; t)ut tlic caution of Soult i idueed Itim to 
decline the risk, and toward the end of the month that 
marshal returned to Seville. He displayed bis usual 
energy and judgment in repressing insunrecdonsy and 
quiedng the disturbances which had prerailed through- 
out Andalusia and in Muixia during his ahsence ; and 
ia a short time, his control of these provinces was com- 
plete and peaceful. In the following winter, Soult's 
principal militaiy enterprise was the nege of Tarifa, 
which was inv ested on the 2l)ili ofDecemher. On the 
dOth, an assault was repulsed witli great loss on the 
part of the French ; and a few days after the besiegers 
withdrew, having been diminished during the expedi- 
tion by a thousand men. 

On the 17ih of March, lirnl ijoz was invested for the 
third time by the English ; and, on the 1st of April, 
Souk quitted Seville and advanced to Llerena for the 
purpose of raising the siege. On this occasion, how- 
ever, his laovements were too tardy : Badajoz was 
carried by assault on the night of the 6th. r^oult heard 
of the fall of the place on the 8th, when he was beyond 
Fuente del Maestro, in full march to the relief of the 
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gallant defenders. During the summer of 1812, Souh 
prudently and anxiously, was arranging a system of of- 
fensive operations, and combining his resources for 
their execution, in a maimer that promised the most 
auspicious results, when the terrible defeat of Marmont, 
at Sakimanca, on the 22d of July, paralyzed lor ever 
the French domination in Spain, and, at once, set free 
the whole south of Spain. Joseph, soon after, des- 
patched peremptory orders to Soult to quit Andalusia, 
with all his troops, and, Soult, reluctantly yet ably, 
drawino: together his expanded forces, left Seville, on 
the 2Qth of August, and marched for Grenada ; and, 
proceeding thence, by Hellin and Almanza, effected 
a junction, on the Sd of October, with Suchet and Jo- 
seph, in Valencia. Here Soult's counsels, adopted lor 
their obvious wisdom, by the king, notwithstanding hiS' 
personal hostility to that marshal, soon restored some 
show of prosperity to Joseph's affairs* Madrid wa» 
abandoned by the English in the end of October; 
Soult's operations in the north, during IS ovember, com 
pelled Wellington, who had advanced to Burgos* to 
retire as far as Ciudad Rodrigo. The French crossed 
the Tormes on the 14th; and, Jonrdan earnesdy ad- 
vised an attack, but Soult, with caution too great, dis- 
suaded the king from a battle, and the opportunity 
which then existed for striking a favorable blow against 
Wellington, was lost for ever. 

Meanwhile, the personal diference which, at an early 
period, had been created between Soult and iiing J o- 
seph, in consequence of the distinct, and often opposite, 
systems of Joseph, as king of Spun, and Boult, as the 
marshal of the emperor, increased to such an extent, 
that their co-operation in the same enterprise was no 
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longer pincdcaUe. When Soalt had received at 

ville, after the battle of Salamanca, Joseph's imperanv e 
directions to evacuate Andalusia, the orders were not 
accompanied by any such details of that defeat^ and 
the suhseqoent events, as ju8t]fied» to the judgment of 
Soult, such an instantaneous and complete abandon- 
ment of all the refultf? of his labors durini^ two toilsome 
years. To the marshal, therefore, the course which 
Joseph was pnisuing, seemed so inexplicable, that he 
was led to suspect that the king of Spain contemplated 
a separate arraiTj^emcnt with the onciny, and was in- 
tending to sacrifice the interests of the emperor, and the 
honor of the army, to the personal advantage of hiow 
self and his throne. In preparing, therefore, to obey 
the orders of Joseph, he determined to give vent to the 
suspicions which he clicrlsbcd. He accordingly com- 
municated his views to six generals of his army, having 
previously engaged them by an oath, not to reveal the 
matter to any one but the emperor, or persons specially 
commissioned by liim ; and wrote also, on tlie 12th of 
August, to the duke de Feltre, minister of war, at 
Paris, expressing his opinions at large, with regard to 
the ruinous consequences of Joseph^s proceedings, and 
the probability which they raised of his intention, after 
leading the French out of Spain, " d'en ])ronter par 
quelque arrangement/' This despatch was sent by 
sea, and the vessel which carried it touched at Valen- 
cia while Joseph was there. The letter was opened, 
and Colonel Desprcz was immcdialely sent on a special 
mission to the emperor, who was then at Moscow, to 
lay complaints before htm of Soult's negligence, and 
of his design to make himself king of Andalusia, and 
to insist, absolutely, upon his recall. The reception 
5* 
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which the emperor gave to these representattons of his 
brother's displeasui^ey was not particularly flattering. 

•* The emperor, when he came to the duke of Dalma- 
tians letter," Colonel Desprez wrote to the king of 
Spain, in giving him an account of hia interview with 
Napoleon at Moscow, told me that it had already 
reached him through another channel, but that he at- 
tached no importance to it ; Marshal Soult was mis- 
taken, but he could not give his attention to such fool- 
eries (semblables pauvret^) at a time when he was at 
the head of five hundred thousand men, and was in the 
midst of immense enterprises ; but, for the rest, the 
duke of Dalmatia's suspicions did not much astonish 
him, for there were many other generals in Spain who 
agreed in thinking that your majesty preferred Spain to 
France, and, indeed, that all who judged by your 
speeches would come to the same conclusion, though 
he (the emperor) was satisfied that your heart was 
French. He added that Marshal Soult was the only 
military head the French array in Spain possessed, and 
that he could not withdraw him without compromitting 
its safety." When Soult joined the king in Valencia, 
Joseph oflered his command, successively, to Jourdan 
and to Suchet, and abstained from displacing him only 
because neitli or of the other marshala would consent to 
accept. In the spring of 1S13, the king^s impatience 
of Soult became irrepreasible, and he wrote decisively 
to the emperor, at Paris. Either the duke of Dal- 
matia or himself must quit Spain. At Valencia," he 
said, " he had forgotten his own injuries, he had sup- 
pressed his just indignation, and, instead of sending 
Marshal Soult to France, had given him the direction 
of the operations against the allies, but it was in the 
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hope tliit shftine for the past, eombiiied with his tTidhf 

for glory, would urge liiia to extraordiniiry exertions, 
but QOtliiug of tlie kind had happened; Soult was not 
a man to be trusted. Resileas, mtrigoingi ambitiooe» 
he woald sacrifice eYerjrthing to his own adirancementt 
and possessed just that sort of tal^t which would lead 
him to mount a scaffold, when he thought he was as- 
cending the steps of a throne, becauije he would want 
the cottiage to strike when the crisis arrived* He ac* 
quitted him," he added, of treachery at the passage 
of the Tormes, for, there, fear alone operated to pre- 
vent him from bringing the allies to a decisive engafje- 
ment, but, he was, nevertheless, treacherous to the 
emperor, and his proceedings in Spain were probabl j 
connected with the conspiracy of Mallet at Paris.'* 
These w^ild accusations had no effect to disturb Napo- 
leon's coniidence, but in decent respect to his brother 
he could no longer refuse his demand, and Souk was, 
accordingly, recalled in March, 1813. 

Souk juiiicd the anny under Napoleon, in Saxony, 
and, upon the death of Bessieres, he was appointed 
one of the commanders of one corps of the imperial 
guards : and, at Bautzen, he commanded the centre of 
the army. On the 30th of June, Napoleon received 
hitelligrence of the battle ofViitoria, by which his hopes 
of retaining a hold upon Spain, were finally destroyed, 
and every soldier in his armies was expelled from that 
kingdom for ever. The emperor immediately despatch* 
ed Soult to the scene, conferring upon him the fullest 
powers, as commander-in-chief and heutenant-general 
of the emperor, and instructing him to defend the frontier 
of the Pyrenees by every means within his reach. He 
received secret orders, also, to put Joseph ande finrcibly 
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if it was necessary, but that person voluntarily withdrew. 
On the 12th of July, Soult arrived at Bayonne, where 
the French troops had rallied, and immediately assumed 
the command. The three armies, of ''the north," 
•* the centre,** and " the south,'* were comhined into 
one called " the army of Spain," and amounting to 
eighty thousand men, present, with the eagles, and 
ready for active operations in the field. Wellington 
was at this time at Lezaca, within the Spanish territory, 
and the army at his disposal amounted to about one 
hundred thousand men, of whom one fourth were 
Spaniards. Soult applied himself with the most active 
diligence to the discharge of the responsible du^ im- 
posed upon him. Bayonne was put into a state of de- 
fence, the army was reoriranized and encouraged ; and 
all the great resources that yet remained to uphold the 
cause of the emperor, were called forth and made effi- 
cient. Li a fortnight, Soult was ready to take the field. 
His first movement was to regain the Spanish country, 
and advance to the relief of Pampeluna : and his ear- 
liest operations were as successful in their result as they 
were brilliant in conception. At daybreak, on the 
95th of July, he broke through the Pyrenees at the 
passes of Roncesvalles and Puerta de Maya; after a 
protracted and most sanguinary combat, defeated the 
British force which defended them, and, the same 
evenbg reached the valleys on the Spanish side of the 
mountains, driving the enemy into Pampeluna. Wel^ 
linirton was at the lime occupied before St. Sebastian ; 
he immediately raised the siege, and concentrated all 
his force before Pampeluna, to receive the unexpected 
invasion which was thus made. On the 28th, Soult 
was repulsed with considerable loss, aftttr aii obstinate 
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tered, he moved laterally along the mountains toward 
St. Sebastian. Pursued and hemmed in with rapid 
vigor, by Wellington, his army was on the point of 
ing sanrounded and deatroyed, when, becoming aware 
of his peril, be suddenly regained the passes at Ecb- 
allar and Yanzi, and, after a sharp coiitu:^!, reached In 
safety the French side of the Pyrenees. In tiie end of 
August, Soult advanced to the relief of St* Sebastian* 
whicb was now besieged witb tbe utmost energy ; he 
was met, however, at San Marcial, near the Bidassoa, 
and again repulsed, and, on the 31st, the place was 
carried by storm* 

With the peneverance wbich canstitoted his gieat 
claim to pnuae, Soult prepared to contest at every prac- 
tical rallying point, tlie cnlrance of tiie allies into 
France, which Wellington was now ready to invade : 
and tbe certainty and success witb which the Engjisb 
general defeated every arrangement wbicb tbe French 
marshal made, and broke down every barrier which he 
set up, while it exalts the pretensions of ilie one to the 
highest pitch of military renown, argues no deficiency 
of merit on the part of the other. Soult's first disposi^ 
tions were made for the defence of tbe line of tbe Bi- 
dassoa: but, on the 7th of ( )ctober, Wellington passed 
that river, and drove the French from their positions 
on tbe north of it, accomplishing the most splendid 
achievement of a military life filled witb glorious ex* 
ploits. On the 31st of October, the garrison of Pam- 
peluna, after an obstinate and desperate resistance to a 
blockade, surrendered at discretion; but the delay a^ 
forded Soult time to rally bis resources, and establish a 
new barrier to the invasion of his countiy* Hia next 
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great stand for the deliverance of France, was on the 

Nivelle. Availing himself of the natural advantages af- 
forded by the mouQtains, the rocks, and the river, and 
strengthening the positions at all weak points, by for- 
midable field-works, he had establbhed three dbtinct 
lines of defence, one within the other, similar to those 
by which Wellington had stopped and turned back 
Massena^ at Torres Yedras. Armed with numerous 
heavy guns, and defended by seventy thousand com- 
batants, these woiks afforded a hope of arresting the 
tide of invasion which now came in with a refluence 
as alarming, as the flow of conquest which had once 
set so strongly in an opposite direction* But to a dex- 
terity and j udgment so surpassing, as Wellington brought 
with him, and to a British army so powerful, so prac- 
tised, and so irresistible in confidence, as tliat which 
followed his orders, no enterprise could be deemed im- 
practicable. On the 9th of November, having carefully 
examined the position, he gave directions for a general 
attack. After a fierce and prolonged assault, all the 
lines were at length carried, the Nivelle passed, and the 
French driven in to the works around Bayonne» The 
Nive, in front of Bayonne, formed the next support of 
the obstinate resistance which Soult was interposing to 
the progress of the allies : but, on the night of the 8th, 
and morning of the 9th of December, the passage of 
this river was forced, and the French were forced upon 
their entrenched camp at Bayonne. The mancenvres 
of the French marshal, for the next few days, are far the 
ablest military operations with which his name is con- 
nected, and exhibit a vnion of science, with vigor and 
energy, which was worthy of the pupil of Napoleon. 
Concentrating his troops, and holding them well in 
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kand, he deUveied, with tU the force which the eir> 
cnmataiices of the case admitted, at Arcaogues, Bidart, 

and Barrouilhet, on the 10th, and at 8t. Pierre, on tlie 
12th, the most powerful blows that the Biitkh army 
had jret received on the coDtbent Wellington's leas 
in these engagements around Bayonne, from the time 
the crossin<:j of the Nive commenced, was four thousand 
five hundred, killed and wounded, and five hundred 
made prisoners ; while Souh's loss was six thoosand» 
killed and wounded, besides two thousand fiv'e hundred 
Nassau and Frankfort troops, who, in obedience to 
orders from their prince, in Germany, passed over to 
Wellington, on the 10th. 

The severity of the weather» and the serious mjuriea 
which both parties had sustabed, produced a suspeiH 
sion of hostilities for nearly two months : Soult reiiiuiii- 
ing in his entrenchments around Bayonue, and Wel- 
lington holding the left bank of the Adour* In the 
interval, the relative forces of the combatants were ma- 
terially changed : Souk's army had been diminished 
by two divisions of infantry, six re5:iments of dragoons, 
and two thousand detached veterans, and Wellington's 
had been increased by a reinforcement of five thousand 
men, besides a large number who had been moved for- 
ward from the banks of the Kbro. Soult's available force 
in the field, upon the renewal of active operations, did 
not exceed forty thousand; while Welliogton had under 
him one hundred thousand men, above sixty thousand 
of whom were British, and one hundred and forty pie- 
ces of cannon. On the 14th of Februaiy, the allied 
troops were in motion to force the Adour ; and in the 
course of the following week, the river was completely 
earned, Bayonne invested by the left wing of the array. 
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asd the right and centre engaged in driving back Soull, 

who, leaving ihe [garrison to take care of itself, with- 
drew successively behind the Bidouze, the Gave de 
MauleoUy and the Gave d'Oleron, finally took post on 
the heights of Qrthez, behind the Gave de Pan, on the 
24th of February. 

Soult's position here was upon a semicircular ridge 
of hills, extending from St Boes on the right to Orthez 
on the left, and presenting a concave fix>nt toward the 
allies. The centre consisted of an open rounded hill, 
from which extended on either hand the ridges which 
supported the right and left wings. Beyond St. Boes, 
upon the extreme right, was Dax, and the road from 
Orthez to Dax passed through the centre of die posi- 
tions, and behind the ridge upon tiie right. The French 
right, consisting of Taupin's, Roguet's, and Faris's di- 
visions, was commanded by General ReiUe, and ex- 
tended along the ridge from the centre to the village 
of St Boes, with the road to Dax running behind it 
In the centre, which, however, was in closer commu- 
nication with the right wing than with the left, Count 
D'£rlon commanded Foy's and D'Armagnac's divis- 
ions, with Villatte^s division and the cavalry thrown 
back so as to act as a reserve either to himself or to 
Reille. On the left, Clauzel, with Harispe's division, 
occupied Orthez. Twelve guns were attached to Ha- 
rispe's divirion ; twelve w^re upon the round hill in the 
centre, sweeping in their range the ground beyond St 
Boes; and sixteen were in reserve on the Dax road. 
The ground in front of the centre was a broken, marshy 
ravine* It is difficult to conceive of a position chosen 
with more judgment, or occupied and defended widi 
greater skill. To attack in front was impracticable. 
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hwn ths natore of tbe ground ; and the only feftsibfo 

operation was to attack the French flanks alone: the 
ridges, so as to i^et beyond their position and hem them 
io around Orthez. Beresford, forming the left, was 
ordered to advance with tbe fourth and seventh £vis* 
ions and Vivian's cavalry, assail the rid^ on their right 
ilauk, and gain the Dax ludd bcjoiid. JMcton, with 
the third and sixth divisions, waa directed to assail 
D'£rk>ii's left along the ridge upon that aide. And 
Hill, on the right, heyond the Gave, with the second 
division and Le Cor^s Portuguese, menaced Orthez. 
Between Picton and Beresford ihcre was an interval 
* of a mile and a half where there were no troops ; but 
in the middle of the interval, and directly in front of 
tbe French centre, was an isolated hill rising nearly as 
high as the loliie^L pdi i of Soult's position, and crested 
by an old Koman camp. On this point, Wellington, 
after examining the country on the left, placed himself 
and commanded a view of the whole scene, which he 
observed mth ^e practised eye of a scientific soldier, 
watchful to take advantage of the first fault that his an- 
tagonist should make. He drew behind tlie camp Col- 
Imne's fifty-second light division, thus connecting bis 
wings and forming a reserve in the centre. During tbe 
whole inornins^, some skirmishing, with an occasional 
cannon-shot, had been going on ; but at nine o'clock, 
Wellington began bis attack* Picton, with tbe third 
and sixth, won tbe lower part of the ridge upon the 
French left, and assailed the French front upon their 
left with a sharp fire of musketry. On the English left, 
Vasconcellas's Portuguese brigade, and Ross's Biitish 
brigade of tbe fourth (Anson's brigade of the fourth, 
together widi the serendi fivitton and Vivian^a eavabry 
Vol. IL— 6 
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being held in resenre), assailed and carried the village 

of St. Boes; but as fiisl as they got upon the open 
ground in front, the French guns from the hill in the 
centre took them in front, and advancing a little further, 
the battery on the Dax road swept them with grape 
from flank to flank. Five times did the allies clear the 
village, and endeavor to establish a line beyond it ; five 
times were they checked by the galling fire, and driven 
back behind the houses by the masses of Taupin's di- 
vision, who stood ready to charge them the first mo- 
ment that they wavered. After this slaughterous con- 
test had cuiuinued for three hours, Wellington sent a 
regiment of the light division from the Roman camp 
to protect Boasts right flank : but it was without effect ; 
tor the Portuguese brigade, unable any longer to sue* 
tain the deadly conflict, gave way in disorder, and the 
British troops with diliiculty regained the village. At 
the same moment, upon the other side of the field, a 
small detachment, which Ficton had advanced by his 
left up the hill in the centre, was suddenly charged by 
Foy as it came near the summit, and driven down in 
disorder, with the loss of some prisoners. Souit, con- 
spicuous fix)m his elevated open hill, seeing his enemies 
thus broken and repulsed on both sides, is said to have 
smote his thigh and exclaimed, "At last I have him." 
Thinking that the victory had inclined in his favor, he 
forthwith put all his reserves in motion to reap the fullest 
success. 

But the keen, calm eye of Wellington — as quick in 
its perception, as it was scientific in its combinations — 
detected in this temporary triumph of the foe the means 
of his certain overthrow* The operations against the 
English left had developed a lateral movement, on the 
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put of the Freneb right wad IVWtiFf lis* from the centre 

outward toward St. Boes, and the Kngli>h general saw 
an opportunity to deliver a blow like those which had 
wrought such splendid mulls st Austerliti and Saift- 
tnanca. He instantly ordered the fifty-second lifrht di- 
vision, which was in the rear of his own -(;ui(i!i :a ihe 
Roman camp, to dash across the marshy ground in 
front, and assail upon the left flank the French columns 
which were advancing to crush the fourth division at 
St Boes : he strengthened that division, ako, by the 
sevcfith division and Vivian's cavalry, \\hith liad not 
yet been eng^^ed ; and at tlie same tune, ordered Pic- 
ton to throw his third and sixth divisions in mass upon 
Foy's left flank in the French centre« Colbome, with 
the fifty-second, ru?hcd forward over the crround which 
had seemed impracticable, and though the men sank 
at every step above the knees, and wore assailed by a 
skirmishing fire» they pressed forward with impressible 
fury, gained the hill, and ascended it just in time to in- 
tercept Tuujiin's division ui the execution of its lateral 
movement. With a rolling fire, and that tremendous 
shout which makes the confident attack of a British 
regiment scarcely less than appalling, they threw them- 
selves between the French centre and left, overwhelmed 
a French battalion in their cour>e, and threw the troops 
in iront of them into the utmost disorder. At the same 
momenta Foy's division, assailed upon the other side 
by the third and sutth divisions, was broken and the 
general killed. This sudden chann^e in Wellington's 
line of attack, operated as a complete surprise upon the 
French, and, like a cold blast of wind precipitated from 
a mountain gorge athwart a summer sea, transformed 
in an instant the whole aspect of the ae«ie« The right 
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«nd centre of Soulf s army were drawn back to restore 

the line of battle, and the English, pressing into the 
opening, were masters of the deld. Picton, establish- 
ing a battery on the position which D'Armagnac had 
occupied, ploughed the opposing masses from flank to 
flank : then the third and seventh advancing convep* 
gently, the wings of the army were united, and the vic- 
tory was complete* Soult, astonished to find the triumph 
wrung from his very hand, ordered a general retreat : 
the English pursued as far as the Luy of Beam, but 
Wellington being wounded by a muskut-ball in the 
thigh, the advantages of the day were not pressed with 
the thoroughness which was usual m the British army, 
Soult withdrew behind the Luy of B^am, having lost 
about four thousand killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
and about as large a number of conscripts who threw 
away their arms. The English loss was about twenty- 
three hundred. The battle of Orthez is a fine illustra- 
tion of die military genius of Wellington ; and when 
the advantages of Soult's position are considered, it 
must be regarded as one of the most brilliant victories 
of the time. Soult, abandoning Bnyonne and Bordeaux^ 
retired up the Adour to Tarbes, and thence to Tottlou8e» 
where he designed to make his next great stand for the 
empire of Napoleon and the independence of France. 

The advantages of Toulouse for defence were very 
great, and Soult, displaying dl the wonderful energy 
and activity of his character, had, in the period which 
elapsed before Wellinfrton appeared under its walls, 
strengthened and multiplied its means of resistance to 
such a degree, that a nund less daring and determined 
than the English commander's, would have paused at 
least, and hesitated, he6m he aBaailed such a poaitioa. 
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Bttt WeOiiigton wi^ered not hr n moment, and only 

considered as to the mode of his attack. The ( iaronne, 
from its source to some distance beyond ToulouMt 
flows in a northerly direction, forming a great semicii^ 
ele with its convex side toward the east At the most 
easiein point of ihc curve stands the city of Toulouse, 
principally on the right bank of the river, but with the 
suburb of St. Cyprien on the left bank ; and it was in 
this latter direction that the allies were approaching. 
The suburb of St Cjrprien was protected on the west 
by an old brick wall three ffot tim k, flanked l>y two 
massive towers, and by exterior entreuchmeots which 
Hftd been added hy Soult. The city, on the other side 
of the river, was guarded on the north and east by a 
triple line of defence, consisting of, first, the old wall 
of the city, 6anked by towers, and of great tliickness ; 
second, the canal of Languedoc, joining with the Ga- 
ronne a few miles to the north of the city (below it), and 
'running to the north and east, the canal as a military po- 
sition beina: connected with the entrenched suburb? ; and 
tliird, the long and rugged ridge called Mont llave, eight 
hundred yards beyond the canal. This ridge extended 
from north to south between two and three miles, the 
hill of i^ugade being its extreme northerly elevation, the 
long platform of Calvinet constituting its crest, and the 
hill of St. Sypierre its southern termination. To the 
east of this ridge flowed the deep and muddy river Era, 
and between them the ground was marshy and wet 

The south was, in reirard to regular lines of defence, 
the least protected ; but the dilBculiy of approach on 
that side, from the nature of the soil, rendered it evi- 
dent to Soult that the attack must be on the north, and 
to that (quarter hl:> attention wa:;^ directed. Wellington, 

6» 
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on the dSth of March, made an effectual effort to crosj 

to the south, above the city; and then determined to pass 
the river a few miles below, and approach the city from 
the north. Accordingly, leaving Hill with the right 
diyiBion to operate against the suburb of St Cyprien^ 
he succeeded in passing at Grenade, about fifteen miles 
below the city, on the 8th of April, with the left and cen- 
tre. The 9th was occupied in bringing up the troops, 
and the attack was fixed for the 10th. Soult's position 
of battle along the east was upon Mont Rave, sup- 
ported by the canal and the walled city, so far as that 
ridge extended ; and upon the north, it was the canal 
and suburbs* The Calvinet platform was strongly for-* 
tified by several open entrenchments and small works, 
and two large redoubts ; and the St Bypierre bill was 
also occupied by two redoubts. His army was drawn 
up as follows : On the left of the river. General Reille 
defended the suburb of St Cyprien, with Taupin's and 
Maransin*s divisions : on the other side of the GarOnne, 
the French centre, consisting of Daricau's division, oc- 
cupied the line of the canal upon the north, between 
the river and the road which crossed the bridge of 
Croix d'Orade— ^the left of that division defending the 
bridge-head of Jumeaux, the centre occupying the con- 
vent of Minimes, and the right defending the Matabiau 
bridge : the French right, consisting of Harispe's divis- 
ion, was established along Mont Rave, its left and 
centre defending the works on Galvinet, and its extreme 
right occupying the redoubts upon St. Sypierre. The 
hill of Pugade, a detached eminence, was held by St. 
PoFs brigade of Villate's division. Two divisions were 
held in reserve behind Mont Rave. Soult's line on 
the right of the river, therrfbre, presented a right angle, 
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of wliieh the apex wu toward tba hill of Pngado, and 

the sides of which, running toward the west aud south, 
were each about two miles in length. 

The £rs was not fordable, and the ooljr bridg^e orer 
it wliich had not been deatrayed was that of the Croix 
d*Orade. Wel1tngton*fl approach to the works waa* 
therefore, of necessity, from the north ; but he deter- 
mioed to make liis principal and elective attack upira 
the east and southeast, that is, upon the French extreme 
right Picton was, therefore, to threaten the line upon 
the north, next the river; I^ere-fonl, meanwhile, waa 
to pass witli the Englir?h left division round between 
Mont llave and the £rs, and attack the ridge froro 
the east, while the Spanish and Portuguese were to 
assail the centre from the hiD of Pogade. 

At six o'clock in tlie morninir of the lOth of April, 
the allied arm/ moved forward in the way assigned lo 
it in the general order. Pictoo and Alton, on the £n* 
glish right, drove in the French posts behind the canal 
and the works along it. The Spanish and Portns^uese 
advanced along the Albi road, drove St. Pol into the 
Calvinet works, and occupied the Pugade, Irom which 
a heavy cannonade was immediatelj opened upon Mont 
Rave. On the left, Beresford, preceded by the hossars, 
advanced from Croix d'Oradc, in tlu'ee cohinm- ubrcast, 
and passinf]^ behind the Pugade, and through the village 
of Mont Blanc, where he halted his artillery for the 
present, he entered the marshy ground between the 
Ers river and Mont Rave. The orders to Freyre 
had been to delay his attack from ihe Pugade iiiiiil 
Beresford had reached his posidon, and was moving 
up to attack the right of the enemy's position." That 
officer, however^ in opposition *^ this directioni mored 
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his troops forward to the attack of Galvinet, about 

eleven o'clock, while Beresford was still in march. 
Advancing, about nine thousand strong, and ascending 
the heights of Mont Rave at their northeastera aogle, 
they were received by a murderous fire firom the works 
upon the summit, and, at the same time, their right 
flank was ploughed by iiice:6s:int discharges from the 
bridge of Matabiau. For some time they sustained 
themselves with the utmost gallantly, and advanced 
repeatedly u])on their desperate undertaking, but the 
lieads of the columns unable to endure the terrible fire, 
threw themselves into a hollow of considerable depth, 
by which they hoped to be sheltered ; but the Freachy 
rushing out of the works, opened a deadly fire upon 
the defenceless mass, with such impression, that after 
fifteen hundred had been killed or wounded, the residue 
of the corps fled in dismay. So complete was their 
route, that Wellington observed that he had seen many 
curious sights in his day, but that he had never before 
seen ten thousand men running a race. The French 
success in this quarter, was finally checked by Welling- 
ton himself, who moved up Ponsonby's cavalry, and 
the reserve artillery. This breach of orders on Gen* 
oral Freyre*s part, induced a similar one, by Picton. 
Perceivinfj; the ruinous fire which from the works in 
front of him, the French were opening upon Freyre, 
he conceived that the circumstances of the moment re- 
quired him to convert the false attack which had been 
ordered, into a real one. He advanced, therefuie, to 
carry the bridge of Jumeaux, and the works with which 
it was connected ; but those works being quite unassail- 
able, fi'om their height, he was repulsed with the lOM 
of four hundred men and several officers. 
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The riglit and centre hmn^ thus overthrown, the 

issue of the hiutle depended uj>(>ii Here-U»i(l ; ami, in 
that stout-hearted and coura<^eous soldier, Wellington 
had t resource upon which he might rety with tlmott 
nnlimited confidence. Meanwhile, on the other side 
of the river, Hill had carried the firr t line of entrench- 
ments, but was unable to make any impression U[ in 
the interior line* Soait» therefore, perceiving that Htll 
and Picton were no longer formidable, and that the 
principal attack was to be upon his extreme right, 
moved Tanpin's whole division, aial i)ne l)riir:ide of 
Maransin's from tlie suburb of St. Cyprieo, to hi^ right 
wing upon 8c Sypierre. Slowlj and painfulljr, jet 
steadily, Beresferd was making his way through the 

marsh along the bank of the Ers, suflering from a iralling 
fire upon his flank from Mont Kave. The lateral march 
which he was exectninn^ in thefaceof the enemy, would 
properly be called a false movement, if there had been 
any other practicable mode of attack, and, if Welling^ 
ton's experience of Sou If s want of inspiration and 
energy in the field, had not fairly justified it. I^ot 
merely Napoleon, but Lannes, or Ney, or Massena, 
would infallibly have given Wellington another illus- 
tration of the truth of the principle which he illustrated 
at Salamanca ; but the inertness of the present com- 
mander of the French army showed that success in 
war depends, not upon favorable opportunities only, but 
upon the skill to turn them to account At length, the 
divi>Inns under Beresford, arrived at the Caraman road, 
and immediately deployed into line, Gule s division be- 
ing on the left of Clinton's, and advanced to the atuck 
of the redoubts on St Sypienre. Rushing up the ndge 
at charging pace, with a tremendous shout, the fore- 
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most £nglisii brigades overthrew and disordered Tau<> 
pin's division, killing its general, and carried the 

redoubts. The whole position of St. Sypierre was now 
in Beresford's occupation, but Soult reformed his 
columns about Calvinet, facing to the right, and pre- 
pared to contest the residue of the ridge« An interval 
of some hours, however, intervened, while Beresford's 
artillery was coining up from Mont Blanc : about three 
in the afternoon, the battle was renewed by Beresford 
advancing along the crest of Mont Rave, and attacking 
Soult's positions on the ridge. After a fierce and san- 
guinary strucrgle, the issue of which was for sometime 
doubtful the redoubts on Calvinet were stormed, Gen- 
erals Harispe and Baurot being badly wounded. At 
five o'clock Soult abandoned the position on Mont 
Rave, and withdrew his whole army behind the canaL 
The abandoned works were then occupied by the 
allies, and the ridge throughout its whole extent, re* 
mained with the assailants. In this great batde, the 
French had five generals and more than two thousand 
men killed or wounded ; and the allies lost four generals 
and four thousand six hundred killed or wounded. 

During the night, Soult, neither wearied nor dis- 
heartened by the toils and losses of the day, reorganized 
bis forces, renewed his supplies of ammunition from 
the arsenal at Toulouse, and (ouk his positions for 
another batde behind the line of the canal. But his 
antagomst was not as ready to renew the contest. His 
loss had been great, both in men and in ammunition ; 
supplies of the latter could be obtained only from his 
stores on the other side of the river; and Soulrs posi- 
tion was still strong. The renewal of the attack was, 
therefore, deferred until the morning; bntton the night 



Digitized by Google 



BATTLS OF 



71 



of the llcby Souk abaodoned the city. During the 

day, the English light-cavalry had been sent up the 
canal to threaten the retreat toward the souiiieast, aod 
^oult alarmed at the probability of bdog shut up in the 
city, filed out, after dark, with great order, cutting the 
bridges behind him, and reaching Vitlefranche on the 
following day, after a forced march of tweniy-iwo miles. 
He left behind him, eight heavy guns, and one thou* 
sand six hundred badly wounded men. Wellington 
made a triumphal entiy into Toulouse, on die 12th, at 
noon. On the same day, Colonel St. Simon arrived 
from I'aiis, vvitii official intelligence of Napoleon's ab- 
dication, and, on the 13th. reached the headquarters of 
Soult, who, however, refused to recognise the proTbional 
government, but proposed a suspension of hosdlides 
until he could receive intelligence directlv from the 
emperor or Ijis ministers. Wellington again marched 
against him to Castei-Naudari, and, on the 17tb, the 
annies were about engaging again, when Boult, who 
had received authentic information from the chief of the 
imperial staff, notified his reco'rnition of the new ^^ov- 
ernment, and the next day a convention was concluded* 
The battle of Toulouse has been the fruitful source 
of literary controversies scarcely less earnest and ex- 
cited than the strLiirg:Ie upon Mont Rave. Two French 
works have been published — one entitled "Consider- 
ations Militaires sur les Memoires du Maivchal Sucbet, 
et sur la Bataille de Toulouse, &c., par T. Choumara,*' 
and tbe other, Sur la Bataille de Toulouse ; Examen 
de rOnvraere de M. Chouiiiara, avec Taddhion de Nou- 
veaux Details Importans ; par le General Juchereau de 
St. Denys*'— in both of which the merit of a victory at 
Toulouse is claimed for Marshal Soult^ and the claim is 
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supported by a variety of arguments. Several replies have 
proceeded from English writers; and the advantage in 
the controversy appears to rest veiy decidedly with tbo 
latter. The French observe that, if the French right 
and centre were di lven in by Beresford, the English 
right and centre under Picton and Freyre were cer- 
tainly defeated by the French. But the general order 
of Lord Wellington for the day proves that the re- 
pulse of those premature assaults was not the failure 
of any part of his plan of attack. Again, the French 
allege that the canal and suburbs constituted Soult^s 
real position of battle, and that Mont Rave was an out- 
work, the loss of which amounted to little in view of 
the preservation of the rest of the line on both sides of 
the river ; and tliat ISoult on the following day oBered 
battle, which hia antagonist was not in a condition to 
accept, and did not retreat until the ensuing night. In 
answer to this, it may confidently be asserted that, ia 
a military poiut of view, Souit^s position was Moot Have, 
and the canal and city were merely its supports. The 
loss of the ridge put the enemy in possession of the 
approaches toward the southeast ; - and the moment 
W ellington's cavalry appeared in that quarter, Soult 
made instant preparations to evacuate. The French 
marshal himself, in a despatch to Suchet, dated the 7tb 
of April, takes this view of his situation : I am re- 
solved,'* he writes, ** to deliver the battle near Tou- 
louse, whatever may be the superiority of the enemy, 
lu this view, I have forti6ed a position, which, support- 
ed by the town and canal, Aimishes me with an en- 
trenched carnp susceptible of defence." The merits 
of the whole dispute are summed up by Lord Burg- 
hersh, in his work on The OperatuHis of the Allied 
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Annies in 1818-*1V in s ferm which seems to be 

just and conclusive. •* Did Marshal Soult," he asks, 
figiit tliis battie to retain the possession of tiie heights 
which he had fbrtified« and which commanded the 
town f If SQ, ke lo9t them. Did he fight to keep poe* 
session of Toulouse ? If so, lost thtuJ* But in re* 
^ard to the mere issue of the battle, which is what the 
French writers chiedy discuss^ no one, with the duke 
of Wellington's general order before him, can doubt 
who won the battle of Toulouse. 

IHie relative forces on both sides in iliis celebrated 
engagement have also been tlic subject of animated 
eontroversj. According to the best evidence, it would 
appear that the French marshal had, disposable in the 
action, about thir^-eight thousand men, and eighty 
pieces of artillery ; and ihat the Entrlish comniaiider 
had about My-two thousand of all arms in line, and 
sixty-four pieces of artillery : but these troops were of 
Tsrious nations— British, Germans, Portuguese, and 

Spanish. 

Marshal Soult did not escape tiic imputation of hav- 
ing fought the battle of Toulouse with a full knowledge 
of Napoleon's abdication, and of the pohtieal settlement 
of the controversy which he was engaged in Tindicating 
by arms. His own exculpatory statement on the sub- 
ject, if it does not relieve him from the charge of having 
entered into the engagement rather for the honor of his 
country and his army than for any effect which it might 
have upon the general controversy from which tiiu war 
arose, yet justifies his course as a patriot, a man of spirit, 
and a faithful, unflinching servant of a master vihom 
interests be was determined should have, not the dis* 
advantage, but the benefit, of all that was doubtful in 

Vol. n.— 7 
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the occurrences and rumors of the day. It certainly 
exculfMttes Soult from an accusation which, in succe«d« 
iDg years, was made to press heavily upon his charao* 
ter. Shortly after the passing of the Reform act, Lord 
Aberdeen, in the house of lords, charged this crime 
upon Soult ; but the duke of Wellington immediately 
rose and declared in positive terms that when Soult 
fought the battle, he did not know, and oould not have 
known, of tiic emperor's ahdication. 

In the political embarrassments which followed, of a 
disputed throne and a doubtful allegiancOi the firmness 
and integrity of Soult became more than questionable ; 
and his conduct might well draw down upon him the 
reputation of being an unscrupulous military adventurer, 
earnestly adopting the party and principles which hap- 
pened to be in the ascendant, and determined to main- 
tain his own supremacy and distinction imder every 
dynasty and in all circumstances. Havins: g^iven his 
adhesion to the Bourbon princes on the 19th of April, 
be was soon after appointed governor of the thirteenth 
military division by Louis XVIIL ; and on the 24th 
of September, was created a commander of the royal 
and military order of St. Louis. Anxious to remove 
the cloud that might rest upon his prospects as a child 
and disciple of the Revolution, and a friend and fd« 
lower of Napoleon, Soult at once took up the sentiments 
of the legitimists with the utmost enthusiasm, and sig- 
nalized his devotion to the cause of the Bourbons with 
a seal which, if it produced disgust in honorable minds, 
and ultimately raised suspicions fatal to his standing, 
succeeded at the moment in piocurins: him substantial 
marks of royal patronage. On the iid of December, 
1614, be was mppomted minister of war, suoceedi^ 
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General Dupont in that office ; and his professed opin- 
ions and policy became id enticed with the extrem# 
portion of the anti-liberal party. 

When Napoleon Itnded at Cannes, on the let of 
March, on his return from Elba, Soult manifested the 
most determined hostility to the imperial adventurer, 
and, on the 9th of March, published, in his capacity of 
minister of war, the following proclamation, which cei^ 
tainly affords an amusing contrast to that which he is* 
sued three months later as maior-frem lal of Napoleon; 
but which, as coming from the pen ut liie soldier \^ ho, 
for fifteen years, had shared the confidence and profited 
of the boQDty of an indulgent master, is a disgraeefiti 
eodrihition of baseness and falsehood 

" Soldiers! that man, who so recently abdicated, in 
the face of Europe, a usurped power, of which he 
made so fatal a use, Bonaparte, has descended upoft 
die French soil, which he ought never to hare semi 
again. What does he desire ? Civil war. Whom does 
he seek? Traitors. Where will lie find them? Will 
it be among the soldiers whom he has deceived and 
sacrificed a thousand times, in misleading their Tabrf 
Will it be in die bosom of their families, through which 
his very name sends a shudder ? Bonaparte despises 
us enough, to think that we are capable of abandoning 
a legitimate and beloved mooarch, to share the lot of a 
man who is now a mere adventurer. He believes it, 
madman that he is ! His last act of insanity reveals 
him entirely. Soldiers, the French army is the bravest 
in Europe ; it will also be the most faithfuL Let us 
rally around the stainless lilied banner, at the voiee of 
the fidier of his people, the worthy inheritor of the vir» 
tues of the great Henry. He has liimiself traced out to 
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70U the path which you ought to follow : he has put 

at your head that prince, the model of French cheva- 
UerSi whose happy return to his country has chased the 
usurper from it, and who now seta out to destroy his 
single and last hope. 

" Lb Marbchax« Dtrc db Dalmatie." 

This miserable prostitution of honor and truth failed 
of its object. Such sycophancy in the mouth of Mar* 
shai Soult conld only raise suspicions of an intention 
to hetray the cause which he affected to sustain by ad* 
ulations so outrageous. Other earlier circumstances in 
his conduct encouraged the opinion, that his excessive 
adoption of the loyal principles and measures had pro* 
ceeded firom a wish to disgust the nation and the army 
with the Bourbons. An unfortunate state of things 
brought these suspicions to an open crisis. By Soult's 
advice, a corps of thirty thousand men had been sta- 
tioned between Lyons and Besan^on, to obserre the 
movements of Mnrat> and in these troops the most de* 
cided and general manifestations of disaffection dis- 
played themselves from the beginninjr. Their having 
been stationed there, was at once ascribed to the ingo- 
suity and foresight of the perfidious minister of war : 
he was publicly denounced in the chamber of depudes, 
as a conspirator with Napoleon ; and on the 11th of 
March, he was obliged to resign his office. He was 
soon in the full favor and service of the emperor. 

From the imputation of treachery to the Bourbons* 
however, Soult is entirely exculpated by the unimpeaeb' 
able testimony of Napoleon hinriself: " Soult," said the 
emperor to O'Meara, at St* Helena, did not betray 
Louis, as has been supposed, nor was he privy to my 
return and laofing in France. For some days Soiih 
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thought I was mad^ and Aat I nmit oeitainly be tost. 

Notwithstandin'T this, appearances were so much airainst 
Soult, and without inteoding it, his acts turned out to be 
so favorable to my prospects, that, were I on bb juift 
and ignorant of what I know, I should condemn bia 

for baring betrayed Louis. But he really was not 
privy to it, though Ney, in his defence, said that I told 
him so." 

The dukeof Dalmatim, wascreateda peer of Franeey 

by Napoleon : and was appointed major-general of the 

army which was assembline; for the campaign of Wa- 
terloo ; and, on the 2d of June, on taking eommandf 
he issued an order of the daf , in whiefa the following 
passages occur: **The most august ceremony has 
just consecrated our institudons. The emperor IMS 
received fiom the delegates of the people, and the dep- 
utations of all the corps of the army, the expressions 
of the voice of the whole nation on the additional act 
to . the constitutions of the empire. A new oath onitBS 
France to the emperor. Thus are the destinies of the 
nation accomplished, and ail tiie efforts of an impious 
league can no longer separate the interests of a great 
people from that of the hero, who, by his brilliant vky 
tories has been the admiration of the universe. 

" It is at the moment when France is at peace with all 
Europe, that foreign armies advance upon our frontier. 
What are the intentions of this new coalition? Do 
they mean to arase France from tiie list of nations f 
Do they intend to plunge into slavery twenty-eight 
millions of Frenchmen. Have they forgotten that the 
first league formed against our independence, served 
only to our aggrandisement and glory? A hundred 
illustrious victories, which unfortunate accidents and 
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momentary reyenes caDnot efface^ ought to remind them 
that a free nation, led hy a brave man, is invincible. • 

• • • A common interest now unites Frenchmen. 
The obligations violence forced us into, are annulled 
bj the flight of the Bourbons from France, by the ap- 
peal they have made to foreign armies for assistance to 
reascend the throne they have abandoned, and by the 
unanimous voice of the nation, who, in resuming the 
free exercise of their rights, have solemnly disavowed 
ail that has been done without their participation*" 

The conduct which Soult pursued, in sustaining and 
serving, first, the government of the Bourbons, and 
then the government of Napoleon, as being, successively, 
the government, de facto, of the country, and the actual 
representative of the nation, might well be justified as 
consistent, judicious, and patriotic; but thus to identify 
himself with the violent personal piis^ions of the antag- 
onist dynasties, and to become the mouthpiece of ex- 
travagant sentimentSi dkectiy and utterly contradictofy 
and repugnant, argues a shamelessness of character, 
and an insensibility to moral disgrace, which the bril- 
liance of Austerlitz and Andalusia, and the Pyrenees, 
only renders more conspicuous and offensive. 

After issuing the foregoing order, Soult unmediately 
left Paris for the army assembled in Flanders, and di- 
rected the operations of the troops until Napoleon 
opened the campaign in person. He rendered con- 
spicuous service to his imperial bene&ctor, at Ligny 
and Waterloo, and returned to Paris after the fatal issue 
of the campaii]^n. When Carnot urged the propriety 
of attempting the defence of the capital, Soult expressed 
the most decided opinion tiiat the city was incapable 
of defence, and that the attempt to hold it would be 
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vain f ind, the subject being referred to a commiaaioD 

of all the eminent officers in Paris, his view was unani- 
mously sustained. After the capitulation, he folluwed 
die army beyond the Loire, and then retired to the 
cbateao of Malsieut in the defwrtment of La Los^ret 
where he lived in seclusion under the fMrotecdoo of his 
former aide-de-camp, M. Ih lui de V illeret. He was 
here arrested by the national guard, and taken to 
Mende, where be was detained a prisoner, until set at 
liberty by an order of the king. Being included in the 
ordinance of the 34th of July, he retired to Dusaddorf 
with his family, in the numth of February, ISIG. Be- 
fore his departure, he published a memoir to exculpate 
himself from the charge of treason at the period of the 
return of Napoleon. On the 88th of May, 1819, the 
king autliorized his return to France, and, on the Gth 
of January, 1821, his marshal's baton was restored to 
him. 

Sottlt^s conduct, upon his retomt exhibiled neither 

dignity, sincerity, nor principle. His first endeavor 
was to conciUate the party which had accused him of 
treachery, and to which he owed his banishment and 
sufferings ; and to accomplish this, he spared no sacrir 
fices of consistency or pride. He became an advocate 
of extreme opinions in opposition to public tiberty ; and 
is reported to have sought the couCidence of the men 
whose voices he needed, by exhibiting an alfecting 
piety in the performance of all public duties of religtont 
and an exemplary devotion in taking part in ecclesias- 
tical processions. Remarks, in the spirit and tone of 
Polignac, have been ascribed to him, which, if genuine, 
denote a total abandonment of mental sincerity and 
rectitude. His sycophancy to the wretched ministry 
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of VUldlet was at length rewarded by his pronwtibQ fiD 

the peerage of France, to which he was elevated with 
seventy-five others, by an ordinance of the oth of No- 
vember, 1827. This act, being subsequently declared 
void, he was agun made a peer, by Louis Philippe, in 
1830. On the 17th of November, of that year, he 
was appointed minister of war, which office he con- 
tinued to hold under different ministries, until July, 
1834. In the ministry formed on the 11th of October, 
1832, he was made preddent of the council, as well as 
minister of war, which office he held until the 18th of 
July, 1834, when the state of his health obhged him to 
retire for a time to private life. 

Soult, though largely beholden to Louis Philippe, 
has not escaped suspicions of treachery to this new 
benefactor. In General Dermoncourt's woik, entitled 
*'La Vendee et Madame,'^ it is stated that among the 
correspondence found, when the duchess of Bern was 
arrested at Nantes, were letters strongly implicating the 
minister of war. In a letter to the duchess, Soult had 
said that he would be entirely at her command {^tout a 
elU% upon condition that she would re-establish in his 
&vor the ancient office of coos^ble of France.. Her 
reply was as follows: "Monsieur le Marechal: The 
sword of constable of France is to be won only in the 
field of battle ; I await your presence there." The 
reader," says Ae author of ' La Vend6e et Madame,' 

may depend upon the accuracy of dieae detaib :** 
but the anecdote is rather too epigrammadc to be quite 
reliable. 

At the coronation of Queen Victoria, in 1838, Soult 
was sent to represent the French court, and j/fta re* 
ottved with great lespeet aqd attantien, and experieiKMd 
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the Kvdiieit dem omlwrti o i M i of popular eiidiiitiasaii. 

On the 12th of May, 1S39, Soult was appointed luiu 
Uter of foreign afiairs, and president of the conncil, 
which offices he retained until the 1st of March, 1B40* 
On the fonnation of the ininistij of the 29th of Octobetf 
1840, be was again made minister of war and president 
of the council. His love of official nunu it iv iuiiuced 
him to cling to the presidency long after he ceased to 
be able to take any official part in the conduct of affiura. 
At length, in September, 1847, he resigned, and was ' 
succeeded by Guizot. His letter of resignation to the 
king, though servile and fawning in its tone, is not 
without interest : 

♦•SoULT-BBRa (Tarn), Sept. 15, 1847. 
"Sike: T was in the service of my country sixty years 
agOt while the ancient monarchy yet existed, and be^Mre 
the earliest dawn of our national revolution. As woi^ 
dier of the republic, and as lieutenant of the emperor 

Napoleon, I took part, without ceasing, ia that vast 
Struggle for the ijeedom, independence, and glory of 
France ; and I was among those who supported it eren 
to the last dzy. Your majes^ has condescended to 
thihk that my serrices might be useful in the new and 
not less patriotic struggle which God and France have 
called upon you to make for the establishment of con« 
stitutional order : and I am grateful to your majesty for 
it It is the honor of my life that my name thus oc- 
cupies a place in all the transactions, military and polit- 
ical, which have resulted in tlie success of our great 
cause. The confidence of your majestf sustained me 
in the last services which I endeavored to render : my 
devotion to your majesty, and to France, reaniM mi* 
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impaired, but I feel that my strength no longer does* 

Since I have now reached the close of my toilsome 
career, may your majesty suffer me to devote my re- 
maining strength to reflection. I have dedicated to 
you, sire, the activity of my later years : grant me now 
the rest due to my ancient services, and suffer me to 
lay at the foot of your majesty's tiirone, the resignation 
of the presidency of the council, witli which you were 
pleased to invest me. I shall enjoy this repose, in the 
midst of that security which your majesty's wisdom has 
procured for France, and for all who have served and 
loved her. In my retirement, gratitude for your maj- 
esty's goodness, and wishes for the prosperity of your- 
self and your august family, will attend me to my last 
day* They will always be equal to the unchanging 
devotion, and profound respect with which I have the 
honor to be, sire, your majesty's most humble and most 
obedient servant 

'^Mabshal Dusb of Dajcuatia.'' 

On the 26th of September, Soult was appointed 
Makshal-General of Fraxcb; an extraordinaiy 
office which has been twice befim created in Francet 
onee in favor of the great Turenne, in 1667| and, the 
second time, in favor of Villars, in 1733. 

On the 26th of April, 1796, Soult was married to 
Louisa Elizabeth Wilhelmina Berg. " It will scarcely 
be credited," said Napoleon to Las Cases, at St. He* 
lena, that this man whose deportment and manners 
denoted a lofty character, was the slave of his wife. 
When I learned at Dresden, our defeat at Yittoria, and 
dm loss of all Bpain through the mismanagement of 
poor Joseph, whose plim mi iBMSniee wm not •oteii 
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ti> tin pment age, tad lewed rather to belong to t 
Bonbiae than to me, I looked abont for some one t ara- 
ble of repairing these disasters, and I cast my eyes on 
Sou It who was near me. He aaid be was tmdy to 
undertake what I wished ; bot entreated that I woald 
apeak to hie wife, by whom, he aaid, be expected to be 
reproached. I desired liiiii lo send lier to me. She 
assumed an air of hostility, and in a decided maoDer 
told me that her hii-])and should certainly not goto 
Spain ; that he had already performed important aer^ 
▼ices, and was now entitled to a little repose. * Madam,* 
saiti 1 to her. 'I did not send for you with a view of 
enduring your scolding. I am not your husband ; and 
if I were, I should not be the more inclined to bear 
with you.* These few words quite confounded her; 
she became as pliant as a giove, s^rew quite obsequious, 
and was only eager to obtain a lew conditions. To 
these, howerer, I by no means acceded, and merely 
contented myself with congratulating her on her willing 
ness to listen to reason.*' 

That Marshal Soiilt jtosse^sed many great, and valu- 
able, and extraordinary abilities, no one will deny ; but 
that, upon the whole, he is entitled to the name of a 
great general, can not at all be admitted. Acute in his 
observations, and profound ia his reasonings, he yet 
wanted some qualities, which if not the least common, 
are yet of indispensable importance to a commander, a 
daring quickness of decision, and the capacity to handle 
troops efficiently upon a field of batde. He had aU the 
mental parts of the character to which he aspired ; but 
the passionate and enthusiastic elements of that great 
pfofeuioii, and, especially, those namelass qualities 
i^ioh eonneet timuglH wib action, and amrisier te 
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boldness and fire of resolution, were shared by him in 
alight and feeble measure. There wag, indeed, an ex- 
cess of intellectual operation in his schemes ; his deter- 

mination was too often "sicklied o'er witli the pale 
cast of thought." Exquisitely nice and accurate in his 
apprehension of every consideration that belonged to 
the case before him; grand in his conceptions and 
plans; sound In his judgment ; a finer speculative tac- 
tician or strategist never lived. Wellington, or Napo- 
leon himself, could not have given him lessons in the 
theory of great mDitary operations. But, that fierce 
delivery of his purpose ; that instant and impetuous 
vehemence of temper; dial unhcsitnting fury of a re- 
sistless will, which is required in the shock of battle, 
Soult's nature did not permit* He thought ably, but 
slowly. His reason could act only in calmness and 
deliheration : he never caught inspiradon from the ex- 
citements of a critical moment: that passionate illurni- 
natioD of the judgment, which, in a great emergency, 
sees, combines, decides, and acts upon the instant, by 
an intuitive sagacity, and an unconscious will, he 
never exhibitfjil. Wonderfully able in his preparations 
and dispositions, in the crisis of the collision he always 
seems to fail. The blow which an elaborate mechanism 
had arranged, is dealt, at last, douhtfolly or imperfectly* 
He had the science of Napoleon, but not his inspira- 
tion : he had the contrivance of Wellington, but not 
his execution. The emperor appears to have under- 
stood, his character, with perfect comprehension. 
asked his opinion about Soult," says 0*Meara, and 
mentioned that I liad heard some persons place him in 
the rank next to himself as a generaL He replied ^ he 
is an ezcellettt mmisiar at war, or m^^r^gweral of an 
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of an army than to command in chief.' " At another 
timet speaking to Las Cases of General Sarrazin's 
work on the peninsular cmmpsigns, which |;ives great 
praise to Soult, Napoleon saidt The notice taken of 

Soult is not precisely the best part of the book ; lie U 
much better as an exceiieoi director, or a ^ood war 
minister." 

It was slowness of resolution and want of confidence 

in his own power, only, which kept Soult from the first 
rank of generals ; for his vigor, strength, and constan- 
cy, were of the highest order. Undaunted by diiiicul- 
ties •^neither dismajed nor disheartened hj defeat— 
he persevered in all his enterprises with an indomitable 
tenacity. The forces of his character flowed with a 
galvanic steadiness of current, but never flashed into 
etecaic energy of will. The motive-power of bi. ca- 
reer seemed to be supplied firom within himseU^ sad 
not firom outward accidents ; if the hope of catching a 
great success could not urge him into a risk, the pros- 
peel of danger never disturbed or paralyzed his firm- 
ness* He appeared to much greater adrantage in e 
defence, than in an attack ; and his genius was better 
suited to protect a retreat, than to lead a pursuit He 
was too cautious in his temper — too formal in his sys- 
tem— ^ loo much devoted to rules — to catch the highest 
successes of a profession, in which to dare disereetlj* 
and Tiolate prudence opportunely, is one of the condi- 
tions of high distinction. The duke of Wellington 
came at last to count upon his modes of operation with 
perfect precision* On one occasion, wl^ pursuing 
Soult among the Pyrenees, Welfington, with a sing^ 
staff-officer, found himself in the immediate ueijghbor- 
Vol* a— 8 



9 



Digitized by Google 



(M KICHOtiAS SOULT* 



hood of the French army. He instantly despatched aa 

order for other troops to move up, and then rode for- 
ward to join an advanced-guard, which was higher up 
the mountain. The soldiers raised a cry of joy at his 
approacht which echoed among the hills with a pro* 
longed roar. Wellington stopped in a conspicuous 
place, whence he could be seen by both armies, and a 
double spy^ who was present, pointed out Boult, who 
was so near that his features could be plainly disdn- 
guislied* The English general fixed his eyes upon his 
opponent, and speaking as if lo hiniself, said, " Yonder 
is a great commander, but he is a cautious one, and 
will delay his attack to understand the cause of these 
cheers ; that will give time for the sixth division to ar- 
rive, and I shall beat him.'* And so it proved, for Soult 
made no serious attack that day. 

The presence and control of the emperor were as 
necessary to Soult as they were to the other marshals, 
diough not ibr the same reasons. Ney, Murat, Mar* 
mont, Augerenii, Macdonald, required his superin- 
tendence to guide and inform them : Soulc, to stimu- 
late and urge him. This marshal nowhere appears so 
great as in the campaign of Austerlitz. He seemed to 
catch the glow of enthusiasm from communion with his 
master, and sometimes to retain it for a season after he 
had parted from him : thus his rapidity and boldness 
afbr leaving the emperor at Vittoria to proceed to Bur- 
gos in 1808, and upon first taking the command at 
Bayonne in 1813, display a marked superiority to other 
parts of his career in Spain. His pursuit of Sir John 
Moore must be considered as adding but little to his 
reputatbn ; and the tardiness of his preparatbns to at» 
*Bek at Lttgo and Corunm illustrate the ebaiaeteristie. 
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finh of hm lemptr. The adrtaee to Oporto exhibiti 
onergy, and the retreat wis able and judicious ; but the 

surprise at that city, and the passas^e of the Duuro by 
Wellington under his very eyest is a ataia upoo hie 
military character, which do amount of merit aubae- 
quently displayed ouf^bt to be deemed adequate to 
efface. His canipal<^ns in Andalusia display with great 
lustre his administrative talents, and his powers of or- 
gamzingf controllmg, and managing, a great system of 
operations ; yet, in regard to bia progresa in the fieldt 
are certainly not particularly brilliant or effective. In 
the pursuit of the allies from Burgos back to Portugal, 
in 1813, hia allowing Wellington to escape at the Tor- 
mes without an attack, in oppoaition to the advice of 
Jourdan, must be regarded as a great fault The best 
display of his abilities, Id an independent command, is 
undoubtedly in the campaign of 1814 : upon that hia 
fame rests, and without it he could not be ranked vtrf 
highly. Napoleon hunself said, that ^* tbe whole of his 
campaign in the .south of France wa- ndinirahU con- 
ducted.'' Yet his constitutional want of sudden energy 
atill pursued him ; and he lost many opportunities of 
improYising effective blows. 

The civil and political career of this celebrated man 
offers little that can aiiract or coimaaiid respect. In- 
satiable of glory, careless of honor, sacrificing dignity 
to distinction, the complexion of his moral character 
shows the ting^ and soilure of a revolutionary origin. 
Unlike Napoleon and Wellington, he displayed in a 
ministerial station neither interest nor ability in politics, 
and seemed to value office as a gratification, not of am* 
bition, but of vanity. Rapacious and sordid in his tern* 
per, he has regarded rank with a oovelous rather dian 
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an aspiring temper, aa an object of priyate posaearioDi 
rather than a source of public eminence. He has pros- 
tituted his pride and sincerity to its acquisition, and has 
gained the notoriety of station, but not its lustre. 
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KABSHAL OF MAT 1804 1 

unci or AvtifTADT I rBwci or Msavn. 

Louis Nicholas Davoust, son of John Fraacia 
Davoust, the Lord of Annoux, was born at Addoux, 
near Noyers, in Burgundy, of a noble family, on tha 
lOtfa of May, 1770* In 1785, he entered the military 
school of Brienne, and, in 1789, became a sublieuten- 
ant in the regiment of the royal Champagne cavalry. 
He was created a major of the tliird battalion of the 
Tonne in 1791, and aenred, the following year, in the 
army of the North, under Dumourier, where he was 
distinguished at tlie battles of Jemappes and of Ner- 
winde. In 1793, he was made chief of brigade, and 
adjutant-general of brigade ; but the decree against the 
noble families deprived him of command* The fall of 
Robespierre's party, on the 27th of July, 1794, restored 
him to his profession ; and lie ser^'ed, in 1795, under 
Pichegni, on the Rhine, and coniiiuied with the army 
of the Khine during 1796 and 1797. He accompanied* 
Napoleon to Egypt, and served Aere, with merit, du* 
ring 179S and 1799. In the following year he was 
made a general of division, and commanded the cav- 
alry in the army of Italy. In ISOl, he was appointed 
inspector-general of the cavalry, and commander of the 
infantry of the conanlar guard ; and, in 1803, was com 

8* 
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mander-in-chief of the camp at Bruges. In 1804, be 
was created marshal of the empire, and a grand officer 
of the legion of honor. From this time till the end 

of the Russian campaign, he will be seen taking a very 
promiaeat and principal part in all the great actions of 
the army* In the campaign of ISOd, he was at the 
head of the third corps of the grand army ; and at the 
battle of Austerlitz, where he commanded the right 
wing, his obstinate valor contributed largely to the vic- 
tory. In the campaigns of Prussia, in 1806, and of 
Poland, in 1807, he won immortal glory at Auerstadt 
and Eyiau ; and his services at ihis period occupy so 
large a part of the military liistory of Napoleon, that it 
is proper here to exhibit in full that portion of the lite 
of the emperor in the field, which is embraced by 

THB P&USSIAN AND POLISH CAMPAIGNS OF 1806 

ANB 1807. 

DtJRiifd the year 1806, the policy of Pmana, whidi 

had long been wavering and undecided, became fully 
determined against Napoleon ; and the collision of 
France with the armies of the great Frederic was seen 
to be inevitable. The campugn opened in the begin- 
ning of October. Napoleon arrived at Wurzbnrg on 
the 3d, and his army, one hundred and fifty thousand 
'Strong, was then grouped around Bamberg and Co- 
l)ourg. The Prussian fcnrceconsbted of: thir^ thousand 
under Prince Ruchel, forming the right wmg, and sta* 
tioned on Hesse ; fifty-five thousand men fornrjing the 
centre, under tlie king in person, with tlie aged duke of 
Brunswick as his lieutenant-general, assembled around 
Magdabiuf ; fi>rty thousand men in Saxony imder Prioet 
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HokeuloliOy with Princa Louity the king's farather ; and 
ft detached corpe of ttrdve thofinandy under Bhicher, 

in Westphalia. Canfident in their military resources, 
and their iong-estabiishcd fame in the field, the Prue* 
sian leaders determined to march by their right Qpoa 
8aalfield and Jena, turn the French left, and cut Napo- 
leon off from the Rhine. Thb was an operation sim- 
ilar in character to that which had proved so fatal at 
Austerlitz, and as aoonas it was ijadrly developed, Na- 
poleon hastened to take advantage of it, and to fail up- 
on the flank of the corps, which were then moving past 
his position. Early on the 9th, his whole iiriny was 
pushed forward into Saxony by tiiree roads. On the 
right, Ney and Soult marched on Plauen, and fell upon 
the Prussian magazines and resenre; in the centre, 
Murat, Davoust, and Bemadotte, marched on Saal- 
bourg; while on tiie left, Lannes and Augereau ad- 
vanced on 8aalfield* On the 9th and 10th, the corps 
of Murat and Bemadotte fell upon detached bodies 
moving across the country, and disordered and drove 
them back : and Tiannes on the left encouiitered the 
Prussian rear-guard, under Prince Louis, which was 
routed with the loss of eight hundred killed and 
wounded, twelve hundred prisoners, and thirty pieces 
of cannon, and the death of the prince himself. At 
the first intelligence of Napoleon ^s movement, orders 
were given hj the duke of Brunswick for all tiie 
troops to return, and concentrate ahout the king near 
Weimar, and Prince Hohenlohe near Jena« On the 
12th, Hohenlohe with forty ihousiind men. was on the 
heights to the north of Jena, on the road to Weimar, 
with advanced posts on the Landgrafenberg, and the 
idng of PniJLna, with the duke of Brunswick, was 
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about a league from Hohenlohe, nearer to Weimar* 
with sixty-five thousand men: Lannes was at Jena* 

Ney and Augereau in its immediate neighborhood, 
and Soult advancing upon the same place, while on 
the same day Murat, Davoust^ and Bernadotte, were 
directed to march on Nuremberg^ where important 
magazines were established* This last movement led 
the Prussian commander into an error which proved 
the fate of his armies and of his empire ; for the king, 
alarmed for the safety of hb magazmes, advanced on 
the 13th with his corps, amounting to two thirds of the 
whole army, toward Suiza, and in the evening of that 
day reached Auerstadt, leaving Hohenlohe with forty 
thousand men to withstand Napoleon with ninety thou- 
sand. The Russian posts having been driven from the 
Langrafenberg, Napoleon on the 13th occupied it with 
the greater part of his army. It was between Jena 
and the heights on which Hohenlohe was established, 
and from it the emperor looked down upon the whole 
position of bis enemies. On the night of the 13tfa, 
Augereau was stationed on the left of the mountain ; 
Ney and Soult were ordered to march all night on the 
right, so as to attack the enemy on his left flank; 
Lannes's corps was established on the ridge and flanks 
of the moimtain, ready to assail in front ; the imperial 
guard under Lefebvre were stationed on the summit, 
where Napoleon, wrapped in his cloak, bivouacked 
during the night ; and Murat with the cavalry was in 
Jena* The Prussian army was on another more gradual 
eminence, separated from tlie Langrafenberg by low 
grounds of some extent: tiieii' centre was on the vil- 
lage of Vierzehn-Heiligen, and their right extended 
toward Isserstadt ; their rear rested on the villages of 
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Cappellendorf and Romstedt, beyond which, Prince 
Ruchel was in reserve with twenty liiuusand men ; and 
the front of their whole position was covered by the 
villages of Closwitz and Koapoda* at the foot of the 
eminence on which their army was stationed. Abont 
six o'clock on the morning of the 19th, the French 
army was in motion : a heavy fog rested on the ground, 
and concealed theur movements ; and the low grounds 
in front, and the villages beyond them, were carried 
before the Prussians had any idea that a general attack 
was intended. About nine o'clock, tlie ibg lifted, and 
the brilliant sun-rays revealed to Hohenlohe the splen- 
did but appalling spectacle of Lannes's corps ascending 
the slope in front of him, Ney^s and 8oult's advan- 
cing on his left, and Augereau rapidly turninjr his ricrht. 
The Prussiansi in admirable order, retreated along the 
eminence, to concentrate their force, and prevent their 
being outflanked, and to communicate with their re- 
serves: but Ncy, having captured a battery, and in- 
curred a serious risk, from which Napoleon sent 
Bertrand to rescue him, now assaulted the viUage of 
Vierzehn-Heiligen on the left, while Lannes attacked it 
in front. It was finally carried, though with great loss, 
and Ney then fell upon the Prussian right v:\u^, which, 
already pressed by Augereau on tlie other dank, speed- 
ily gave ground. On their left, the Prussian cavalry 
• bad gained some advantage till the solid lines of Souh^s 
corps advanced, and poured such a deadly fire upon 
tiiem that they were driven in confusion upon iiie iii- 
^try : meanwhile, Lannes and Augereau, pushing foi^ 
ward on their part, the whole line of the French army 
advanced, driving the disordered Prussian masses be* 
fore them* RuchePs reserve then appeared, laboring 
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to Stem the torrent of defeat ; but it wag too late : N«» 

poleon, who, from his posiLion on the summit of the 
mountain, was a spectator of every part of the field, 
had ordered Murat with hi» magnificent reserve of 
twelve thousand cavaliy to advance* Ruchel was over- 
borne by the resistless torrent; the entire Prussian 
army, routed and disorganized, was driven before the 
impetuous tide of conquest. The conquerors entered 
Weimar pell*mell with the fugitives ; and Hohenlofae 
with difficulty rallied twenty squadrons of horse behind 
that town in the evening, which were tlie only reUcs of 
his army. 

While this decisive victory was gaining at Jena, a 
far greater and more glorious battle was fought by Mar* 

shal Davoust at Auerstadt, and one of the most bril- 
liant triumphs of skill and valor won that the annals of 
the whole revolutionary era record. When Lannes 
moved upon Jena, Davoust had been sent to Nanm- 
berg, and Bernadotte had been directed to advance to 
the intermediate position of Dornberg. Soon after mid- 
night on the 13th-14th,the emperor, supposing that he 
had the whole Prussian army before him, sent renewed 
orders to Davoust to seize and hold the bridge of 
_\iiiuiiberg over the Saale at all hazards, and, if prac- 
ticable, to advance toward Apolda and fall upon the 
Prussian rear ; Bernadotte, he added, if at hand, might 
. co-operate in his movement, though it was hoped that 
be was already at Dornberg. Davoust, upon the re- 
ceipt of this order, went at once to Bernadotte, who 
was at iSaumberg, and proposed to act with him, and 
even ofiered to place himself under his command : but 
that marshal, jealous, cold, and malignant, chose to leave 
both the emperor and Davoust to the chances of faiK 
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ure ; and observing; that the oidvi contemplated his be- 
ing at JDoroberg, moved ofF in that direction, taking his 
own corps and a divisioD of dragoons which had been 
detached from the resenre of csTaliy to give aid to his 
curj)» and Davoust's joiiuly. Davoust wa» Irfi 
not more than twenty-six thousand men, in three divis* 
ions of infantry and three regimeats of light cavahy ; 
but the infantry divisions were the most celebrated b 
the army, being those of Gudin, Morand, aixl Friant. 

Meanwhile the Prussian army, about seventy thou- 
sand strong, commanded by the aged duke of Bruns- 
wick, and accompanied by the king and princes, had 
been marching on the 18th along the high-road from 
Weimar to Naiimberg, and halted at night around the 
village of Auerstadt. From the Saale, upon which 
Naumberg is situated, the road toward Aueratadt and 
Weimar ascends along a steep and winding route, called 
the defile of Koseii, to an clcvaUui level which extends 
for some miles as far as Aueratadt. The heights of 
Sonnenberg bound this plateau on the left, and those 
of Speilberg on the. right ; in the centre of it is the vil- 
lage of Hassenhausen, on the right of which is a small 
wood. Davoust on the evening of the 13th had seized 
the defile of Kosen, and at six on the morning of the 
14th he advanced in person with Gudin's division, de« 
boQched upon the plateau, and, after some skirmishing 
with the Prussian reconnoitring parlies in the fog which 
rested in a dense mass upon the level, occupied Has- 
senhausen with one regiment, filled the wood upon its 
right with tirailleurs, and drew up on the right beyond 
it two other regiments in double line, and a third in col- 
umn, ready to form into squares to protect the flanks 
from cavalry attacks. Morand*s division, when it ar* 
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rived, was to take position on the left, and Friant's on 

the right. 

ForturKitely for the French marshal, a defile near 
Auerstadt compelled the enemy to move in the same 
detached manner with himself, and to bring upon the 
field of battle the three divisions of Schmettau, Water- 
sleben, and the prince of Orange, separately and in suc- 
cession. That of Schmettau arrived first, and advan- 
cing toward Hassenhausen, received a sharp fire from 
the tirailleurs in the wood. The duke of Brunswick 
advised a halt until the other divisions arrived ; but the 
king and Marshal Moellendorf recommending an imme- 
diate nttnek, Schmettau's division advanced a little to 
the left of the wood, hoping to avoid the ceaselees fire 
which poured forth from it : hot the fog lifting, they be- 
held the other regiments drawn up in line, which at 
once opened a furious discharge of musketry. Blucher 
then placed himself at the head of a numeroos body of 
cavalry, and making a circuit, charged Gudin^s divis- 
ion upon its right flank. The regiment on the right 
threw itself instantly into square ; the second line did 
the same : Blucher, advancing at the head of his troops 
in person, had bis honse shot under him, and an inces- 
sant volley of balls checked and dispersed bis columns 
as iiist as they advanced. Three times the charge was 
.renewed, and as often repulsed, until at last the squad- 
rons were thrown into entire disorder, and the French 
light cavalry issuing forth, completed their rout. 

Meanwhile, Friant's division havin.fj arrived, was drawn 
up on the right, and Gudin's concentrated in Hassenhau- 
sen ; and on the other side, the division of Watersleben 
made its appearance. A combined attack was now made 
upon Hassenhausen : Schmettau's troops advancing in 
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froDt, and Wateraleben's turning its left, and occupying 

the plaiii which extended in that direction. The former 
were met by a terrible volley from the village, and could 
make no progress ; the latter had moved forward and 
occupied the greater part of the level, when a part of 
6udin*8 division deploying into line, and facini: to iho 
Iftft, commenced a murderous 6re upon the l^russian 
left flank. Its progress was quickly arrested ; the duke 
of Brunswick was struck hj a rifle^ail in the face, and 
with a handherchief over his face to prevent his being 
recognised, was carried mortally uuinided from the field. 
Marshal Moeliendorf and General Schmettau aUo re- 
ceived fatal wounds, and the king had a horse killed 
under him. The prince of Orange's division soon af- 
ter came up : a part of it was sent to o[)po>e Friant on 
tlie rin^ht, and the rest supported Watersieben. 

Morand's division, however, began now to appear* 
Ascending the steep of Kosen in nine battalions, they 
deployed into column under the furious discharges of 
the Prussian artillery, and, with their guns in the in- 
tervals between the columns, they advanced upon the 
left of Hassenhausen, driving back Watersleben's divis* 
ion and that part of the prince of Orange's which was 
actin^r with it. To resist this formidable movement, 
wbicli tlireatened to sweep the field, an immense col- 
umn of cavahry, not less than ten thousand in number, 
was organized under Prince William behind Watersle- 
ben's ranks, and prepared for an overwhelming onset 
against Morand. The latter threw his columns into 
squares, placing the artillery at the angles, and coolly 
awaited the onset: Watersleben's lines presently opened, 
and the mighty mass of horsemen rolled forward Hke 
a tremendous torrent. The French, with calmness 
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and intrepidity, reserved their (ire until the cmUbrf 

were within thirty paces, and then opened with de- 
structive effect. Again and again the Prussian oificers 
endeavored to make their men charge the masses that 
glittered with bayonets ; the shower of balls which 
awaited them as often as they approached, stopped or 
turned their progress. At length, disheartened, the 
cavalry retired. Morand then formed his men into 
columns and moved forward ; Friant at the same time 
drove back the prince of Orange ; and Gudin's divis* 
ion, which had borne the brunt of the day, and had 
suifered most severely, deployed in front of the village. 
The whole French line advanced, and the Prussian 
army was completely repulsed and defeated. Two 
Prussian divisions, however, under Marshal Kalkreuth, 
remained in reserve, which had not been engaged du- 
ring the whole day, and which, if properly disposed of, 
might still have saved the crown of Prussia. A council 
was called at the Prussian headquarters : Blucher ad« 
vised that the reserves should be brought forward, and 
all the remaining troops organized for one grand 
final attack. But other counsels prevailed, and a re- 
treat was ordered. Kalkreuth was directed to cover 
it. Morand, now in occupation of the heights of Sonne- 
herg, opened a raking fire, which, with the rapid ad- 
vance of Gudin's men, compelled the retiring columns 
of the Prussians to move off with precipitation* 

In this great batde, the Prussians, besides the duke 
of Brunswick, Moellendorf, Schmettau, and a number 
of other oHicers, lost ten thousand killed and wounded, 
and three thousand prisoners ; while in the French 
army seven thousand were either killed or wounded, 
among whom also a very large proportion were officers* 
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Morand and Gudin were both wounded. Davoust had 
been personally present in every part of the field* ex- 
posing himself fearlessly ; beading Oudin*s lines, or 
fbrowing himself into Morend*s squares when the cav- 
alry assailed ihem. At the licad of one of the columns 
he was struck with a ride-ball, which pierced his hat, 
and carried away some of his hair, without touching his 
head. On the following morning, Napoleon sent Do- 
roc to A;!iiiiiherg, with testimonials of approbation t«>r 
Davoust's cor))s, and a letter to the marshal, in winch 
he said to him, Your soldiers and yourself, marshal, 
have acquired an everlasting right to my esteem and 
gratitude." The title of duke of Auerstadt, conferred 
in 1808, woitliily appropriated to this brave soldier the 
glory of one of the most splendid days in the annals 
of victory. 

The lines of the Prussian retreat from Jena and Au- 

erstadt crossed one ;im>ilier, aud the isccjie oi coiilu.sioii 
and dismay which iollowed during that night and the 
succeeding days baMes the power of language to de- 
scribe. It was the wreck of a nation. Napoleon, see- 
ing that the panic of the hour gave him an opportunity 
of making a prey of the whole kingdom, sat up the 
whole night dictating orders to his marshals, who issued 
forth in all directions to pro6t by the paralysing effi»ct 
of these two victories. On the 15th, Erfurtb, which 
conLained the grand park and artillery-stores of the ar- 
my, and into which an immense body of fugitives from 
the army had thrown themselves, surrendered, with im- 
mense military supplies, a hundred and twenty pieces 
of camiun, and fourteen tlioiisand prisoners, among 
whom were the prince of Orange and Marshal Moelleu- 
dorf. On the 16th| Boult came up with and defeated 
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Kalkreuth's division of cavalry, the remains of the ar- 
my, at Oreussen ; on the 17tb, the duke of Wurtem* 
berg's reserve of fourteen thousand men was defeated 

at Halle by Bernadotte ; and in the beginning of ISO 
vember, Blucher was defeated at Lubeck, and, having 
retired to the confines of Denmark, was there made pris- 
oner. Stettin, Custriui Magdeburg, Nieuberg, and Ham* 
eln, successively surrendered ; on the 18th of Octo- 
ber, Davoust entered Leipsig ; and, on the 25th, took 
possession of Berlin. On the 31st of October, Napo- 
leon reviewed Davoust's corps on the road between 
Berlin and Frankfort. He then summoned the officers 
around him, and expressed his sense of the merit vvbich 
they had displayed at Auerstadt, and his regret for the 
losses which they had sustained. Davoust advanced 
and said in reply, Sire, the soldiers of the third corps 
will always be to you what the tenth legion was to 
Cesar !" 

The severity with which the anger of a remorseless 
soul was wreaked upon the unfortunate Prussians it is 
not a part of this design to touch upon. The military 

glory of the caiii[)aign is the only subject of present no- 
tice : and certainly the overthrow and degradation of a 
great European empire, and the possession of six prin- 
cipal fortresses, together with the capture of eighty 
tliousand prisoners, four thousand pieces of artillery, 
three hundred and fifty standards, in the space of fifty 
days — reckoning from the opening of the campaign to 
the fall of Nieuberg — present results with which no 
achievements in the waifare of civilized nations bear 
any comparison. 

Austria and Prussia having thus been humbled in the 
campaigns of Austerlitz and Jena, Russia alone remained 
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auMMig the great Christian powen of Enrope to cope 
with the formidable conqueror. On the ] st of Dect in- 
ber, his ai iny, consisting of ei^^ht corps, and amountin|^ 
to nearly one hundred thousand njen, occupied War^ 
saw and both banks of the Vistula, above and below ; 
and a Russian army of seventy-five thousand was as- 
sembled about Pultusk, with which a Prussian corps 
of fifteen thousand, under General Lestocq, might be 
expected to co-operate. The operations in the begin* 
ning of this campaign— the battle of Pultusk on the 
26th of December, and the conn bat of Golvmin — are 
so disconnected with the line of decisive results, that 
the record of them may be omitted here. On the 
S8th, the French army was put into cantonments be- 
tween the Ukra and the Narew, and the emperor re- 
turned to Warsaw, and directed his attention to the re- 
duction of the remaining Prussian fortresses in Silesia* 
Meanwhile, the Russian corps under Benningsen and 
Buxhowden, which the previous manoeuvres of Napo- 
leon had separated, efiected a junction at Biala on the 
14th of January, and suddenly resuming the 

1S03* 

offensive) poured down upon the scattered out- 
posts of the French army in ibrmtdabie columns. Nejr'a 
corps was surprised and considerably damaged, and 
Bernadotte was attacked at Mohungen, and his bag- 
gage captured. Napoleon was instantly on the alert. 
On the 23d, orders were issued for assembliog the 
whole army about Wittenburg ; on the 37th, it was of* 
gaiilzed and on its march toward the north ; and on the 
30lh, the emperor left Warsaw. Benningsen, in his 
turn, began to retire, intending to receive battle at 
Prussich-Eylau ; on the 4th, his troops retreated to 
Frauendoif ; on the 5th and 6th, they passed thfongh 
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Deppen and through Lansberg, where a serere combat 
occurred ; and on the morning of the 7th, reached Ey- 

lau, and took up a position on the other side of the 
town. A violent and sanguinary conflict occurred on 
this day in the town, which finally remained in the 
hands of the French. The Russian army occupied an 
irregular plain, covered with ice and snow, and about 
two miles in length and one mile in breadth. Their 
centre, consisting of a body of ten thousand men drawn 
up in two lines under Bagration, with a battery of four 
hundred pieces in front, and a reserve in close double 
columns under DoctorofF behind, was in front of By- 
law ; their right, under Tutscliakoff, was on botii sides 
of Schoditten ; and their left, under Osterman and Tol- 
stoy, rested on the village of Serpallen : the cavalry, a 
horse-artillery , of sixty guns, and the Cossacks, under 
PlatofF, were in reserve. 

About daybreak the battle began. Davoust was 
ordered to march about three leagues to the ri^t, so 
as to turn the enemy's left ; while Soult in the centre, 
preceded by uno hundred and fifty guns, and Augereau 
on the French left, marched forward to the attack. A 
destructive fire was poured into both these corps from 
the Russian batteries, which were placed so as to play 
with murderous eflect upon Augereau. A snowstorm 
suddenly darkened the air; and while the French left 
wing was checked and disordered by the heavy dis- 
charges with which it was assailed, it was attacked on 
its left flank by Tutschakoff, and on its right by the 
reserve under Doctoroff, and the Cossacks. It was 
speedily broken, driven back in wild confusion into 
Eylau, nearly the whole corps destroyed or captured, 
and Augereau himself badly wounded. Napoleon, who 



Digitized by Google 



PRUSSIAN AND POLISH CAMPAIOIIS. 108 



at the begininng of the action had ascended the steeple 

of the church of Kylau, was In immiuf nt danger of be- 
ing surrouoded and taken by the flood of Cossacks 
which swept up the streets. He instantly ordered some 
battatioos of the old guard to attack them on one side, 
and a brigade of cavalry to charc^e on die othrr. and 
the enemy were speedily driven back. Napoleoa now 
prepared for a desperate attack upon their centre: 
SottIt*s corps was reformed^ and* accompanied by the 
imperial guard, and ibrming in all a body of twenty- 
five thousand iiifaiitry, tos^ether with fourteen tlioii-aud 
cavalry under Murat, and a battery of two hundred 
pieces, advanced in terrible array. The Russian lines 
were broken Kke glass by this resistless onset ; but the 
men, instead of taking to flie:ht, formed themselves into 
httle squares, and enieebied the force of the assault, if 
they could not arrest it : the infiintry of the reserve 
were immediately formed into close lines to receive the 
approaching column, and, when these were broken 
through, an impetuous shock of the Cossacks awaited 
the French, who, by this third line of opponents, were 
completely stopped and repelled. 

But while the Russians had thus triumphed on their 
right, and while the centre was the scene of a dniihtful 
struggle, Davoust, on the French right, had gained a 
decisive advantage. *^ Here," said that geneial of iron 
obstinacy, here is the spot where the brave must find 
a glorious death : cowards will expire in the depths of 
Siberia !" After an obstinate and len2:thened contest, 
he had taken the villages of Klein, Saussgarten, and 
Serpallen, and the latter being fired during the engage- 
ment, huge volumes of smoke were rolling back upon 
the centre. Benningsen, with consummate judgmeiu, 
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drew back his left wtn^ upon his centre, so as to brin^ 

it within the protection of the reserve and the main 
body, and the progress of Davoust was thus arrested. 
Toward the close of the day, Lestocq, who bad beea 

- all day marching toward the scene of action, closely 
pursued by Ney, arrived on the extreme right of the 
Russians, and was immediately ordered by Benningsen 
to pass round to the left, and endeavor to restore the 
battle in that quarter. These directions were gallantly 
obeyed, and the left again became the scene of a furi- 
ous engagement. Ney, meanwhile following Lestocq, 
assaulted and carried Schloditten, but it was speedily 
retaken by Benningsen. 

Tt was now ten at night, and the advantage of the 
field up to this tio^e must be considered as resting with 
th^ Russians ; but the retirement of Bemiiugsen during 
the night enabled Napoleon, with some appearance of 
reason, to claim a victory. This step on the part of 
the Russian commander, if dimming the brilliance of 
bis achievement, was undoubtedly a proof of judgment. 
About eleven o^ciock in the evening he held a council 
of his officers, without dismounting from their horses ; 
and though Osterman, Tolstoy, and Lestocq, were 
strongly in favor of renewing the attack in the morning, 
be considered that the arrival of Ney's corps, and the 
approach of Bernadotte's, which bad not been engaged 
on this day, gave so great a promise of superiority to . 

. the enemy, that it was prudent to secure his retreat to 
Konigsberg. An eminent French general said of Na- 
poleon's success, <^ It was a battle gained and a victory 
lost." In this terrible conflict between the armed pow- 
ers of the north and the south, Napoleon^s loss was 
thirty thousand killed and wounded, and twelve eagles | 
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ftnd the Ruwian Iom twenty-five thotnand killed eiid 
wounded, eighty-four standards, and sixteen guns. Na* 

poll oil remainocJ upon the field for nine days, and then 
sent proposals for peace, which were promptly rejected 
by the king of Prussia. He then drew back to the 
PassargO) and put his army into cantonioents between 
Osterode and Wormditt Benningsen immediately ad- 
vanced through Eylau, and on the 25th established his 
headquarters at Larsberg. Both parties claimed the 
victoiy ; but their movements» and the result of the 
campaign, demonstrated that neither was entitled to 
boast of success. 

The interval which elapsed before hostilities were 
resumed was marked by the fall of the Silesian fort^ 
resses of Schweidnitz and Neiss, and the still more im- 
portant city of Dantzig, which, after a very protracted 
siege, surrendered on the 27th of May. i>oih parties 
were actively preparln?:^ for the campaign which was at 
hand. By the end of Marchi the whole force under 
Benningsen amounted to one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand ; while that which Napoleon had asseiubled on 
the Narew and Passarge was not less than one hundred 
and eighty-five thousand^ of whom thirty-five thousand 
were cavalry. The war recommenced on the 4th of 
June, 1807, with an attack by Benningsen upon Mai^ 
shai Ney's corps, which was in an exposed position at 
Guttstadt on the Passarge ; but the vigor ot the assault 
was so moderatedi that Ney escaped with little loss. 
Napoleon immediately concentrated his whole army ; 
the Russians fell back to a strongly-entrenched camp 
which had been constructed at Heiisbcrg, on the Alici 
a stream running northwardly into the Baltic. On the 
10th, the camp was attacked in front with gieat in- 
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trtpidity; but after an obstinate contest, the Freneb 

were repulsed with the loss of twelve thousand men. 
On the following day Napoleon turned the right flank 
of the position by pushing Daroust's corps forward tow- 
ard Konigsberg, upon which place the entrenched camp 
was dependent for its daily supplies; and on the night of 
thellth and morning of the 12th, Benningsen evacuated 
Heilsberg, and reached Friedland in the evenin fr- On 
the same day, the corps of Lannes, Ney, and Mortier, 
with Napoleon in person, were marching by Domnau 
toward Friedland ; Murat and Soult were advancing to 
Konigsberg ; and Victor was approaching Kreutzburg. 
On the night of the 13th, the vanguard of the French 
army under Lannes had reached Postheneo, a village 
about three miles westward from Friedland ; Mortier's 
corps was approaching the same point ; and Ney's and 
Bernadotte's corps, with Napoleon himself, were still 
some dbtance in the rear. Benningsen, who was on 
the right bank of tbe Alle, opposite to Friedland, with 
filtv thousand men, conceived that an opj)ortunity was 
oflTered for striking a blow at Lannes, who had only Ou- 
dinot's and Yerdier's divisions with him, not amounting 
to fifteen thousand men, and might be destroyed before 
tbe other corps could arrive. This design, had it been 
executed with the requisite rapidity, was a plausible 
one ; but so languidly did Benningsen put it into oper- 
ation, that it proved the ruin of his army. About two 
o'clock in the morning of the ]4tb, he marched a por* 
tion of his army across the AWe upon three bridges, 
and a heavy cannonade began between these troops and 
the corps under Lannes. Mortier's corps, however, 
began to arrive, and Benningsen gradually increased 
his force on the left bank, until at length the whole of 
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hit may was brou^t over the river. Two attacks by 

the French — one with cavalry upon the Russian right, 
and one with infantry upon the centre— were repelled 
with loss ; and Laanes drew back his men to the akirta 
of a wood, behind the viHagea of Posthenen and 
Heindrichsdorf, between three nnd four iniies tVcin the 
Alle. Meanwhile, Benuingsen, finding the enemy's 
numbers ao much increased) abandoned ali idea of a 
surprise ; and though his army was drawn up in line 
of battle, lie intended nothing else than to recross the 
river in the evening. But he had forgotten that his 
antagonist was Napoleon. That commander* whose 
sagacity to detect a mistake by his enemy was as pier* 
cing as his energy to take advantage of it was instant, 
had heard the firing at Domnan, nhont nine miles dis- 
tant, and rode rapidly forward to the heights behind 
Heindrichsdorf, from which he looked down upon the 
movements the Russians. He at once saw the mon- 
strous error into which Benningsen had been beti ayed 
by his own ingenuity : It is the anniversary of Ma- 
rengo he exclaimed ; " I will give them a repetittoo 
of that battle.'* It was but one o'clock : upon the 6rst 
alarm, orders had been given to the corps in the rear 
to hasten forward, and the lengthened tuinmer after- 
noon promised time enough for the ruin of the enemy* 
The troops were allowed half an hour to repose ; and 
at five they wele formed in line of battle on the skirts 
of the wood. Ney occupied the right ; on his left, in 
echelon, was Bernadotte's corps, comiuanded by Vic- 
tor; on his left was Mortier with a small corps ; and 
next to him in the line was Marshal Lannes. The 
guard formed the second line in the centre. The at- 
tack beigan with the right a little in advance : Ney's 
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corps dashed forward with the utmost impetuosity, far 
in advance of the other corps ; but they were met by 
the Russian guard, disorderedi and driven back, and the 
guard itself advanced beyond the French line. At that 
moment a division of Victor's corps, commanded by 
Dupont, without any order from the marshal, charged 
this advanced column in flank, and arrested their prog- 
ress, while a battery of eight-and-forty pieces opened a 
destructive fire from the rest of Victor's corps. Ney's 
columns were reformed, and the battle became general. 
The contest was maintained with extraordinary obsti- 
nacy ; but when eighty thousand troops, of which ten 
thousand were cavalry, were opposed to forty thousand 
infantry and eight thousand horse, the result could not 
long be doubtful. The Russian masses, dreadfully 
thinned by the fire that was poured in upon them, grad- 
ually retired toward the town of Friedland, and through 
it to the river. The passage was conducted with a de- 
liberation and order of which perhaps no other troops 
in Europe would have been capable, yet the loss 
was immense. The Russians had had on their right 
twenty-two squadrons of horse, which now protected 
the retreat with j^eat effect ; while by some strange 
neglect, above forty on the side of the French were 
not engaged nor even invested, but idly occupied a 
plain on the left. It may readily be conjectured that 
JMiirat was not on the field. The Russians lost in this 
unfortunate engagement about eighteen thousand killed 
and wounded, and a large quantity of artillery ; while 
the French loss was about eight thousand men. The 
blow was decisive of the military condition of Russia 
in the present campaign ; the army retired to the Nie- 
roen ; Konigsberg was occupied on the 16th ; and, on 
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die 19th| the emperor Alexander commmiietted hie 

wish for an armistice. 

In the operations in the spring of 1809« Davonat 
commanded the third corps ; and his gallantly in the 
opening of the campaign, especially at Eckmuhl, wliere 
he commanded the left, were ?o con.spjcuoii?, that lie 
was the same year created prince of Eckmuhl. The 
vast services readered by him at Wagram will be seen 
In the notice upon that battle in the life of Massena. 

In December, 1810, after the union of tJie Han?e 
towns with the empire, the prince ot Eckmuhl was ap- 
pointed governor-general of Hamburg and the Hanse- 
atic departments. In 1812, he ac4!ompanied Napoleon 
to Russia, and commanded the first corps of the grand 
army, a magnificent body of seventy thousand men. 
The prince entertained strong hopes that in case Po- 
land should be re-established, he would be made vice- 
roy of that kingdom. This ambition on his part, or 
gome other circumstance not fully known, excited the 
jealousy and displeasure of the emperor to some extent 
at this time, and contributed to produce that preference 
for Murat during the advance to Moscow which led to 
many mischiefs. At the assault upon Smolenks, on 
ttie i7lh of August, Davoust was the most efTic ient of 
the marshals ; but after that time, on the march to Mos- 
cow, he was placed under the orders of Murat. To 
this inferiority, which wounded his pride, and was felt 
as a kind of disgrace, he yielded wiiii ill-disguised im- 
patience and reluctance, and on several occasions his 
contempt for his superior officer manifested itself in 
open refusal to obey his commands. On tfie day be- 
fore the battle of Buiudiuu, die prince of Eckmuhl ap* 
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{Hvacbed Napoleoo with % plan for the batlte, in which 
be proposed to march during the night on the enemy's 

left, and take the Russians, in the morning, upon the 
Sank and rear of that wing. Napoleon listened to the 
marshal, attentively and in. silence for soipe timei and 
hen said, No ! it is too great a movement ; tt would 
remove me too far from my object, and make me lose 
too much time." The prince, convinced of the advan- 
tages of his suggestion, persisted in rc^commending it ; 
and offered to accomplish the manoeuvre before six 
o'clock in the morning* Napoleon replied sharply : 
"Ah ! you are always for turning the enemy; it is too 
dangerous a manoBuvre The marshal said no more, 
and returned to his post During the battle, he dis- 
played hi» wonted valor. In an attack which he led 
against the first Russian redoubt with the divisions of 
Campaos and Pesaix, preceded by thirty pieces of 
cannon, he was wounded, but. continued to combat with 
unabated eagerness. 

On the march from Moscow, Bavoust supported the 
retreat as far as Wiasraa, where Ney took the post of 
danger and glory. Davoust rejoined the. army at Kras- 
noe with about four thousand men, the remains of his 
seventy thousand. He had lost everything,'' says 
Segur J " was without linen, and was emaciated with 
hunger. He seized upon a loaf which was offered to 
him and devoured it. A handkerchief wa9 given to 
him to wipe his face, which was covered with wine. 
He exclaimed tliat ^ none but men of iron constitutions 
could support such trials ; that i|L was physically imposr 
sible to resist them ; that there were linuta. to human 
strength, the farthest of which had beoQ excfMidfid.* " 

Haipburg, which bad been left under the qommaad 
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ef Cam Si. Cyr, fell Snld tbe hands of the Rmaiaiit on 

the l?th of March, 1813 ; and soon after, Davoust was 
recalled to France. An anecdote is related of his fierca 
and fearless courage at this time, lo passing through 
a nllage, accompanied by two persons only, the poputar 
fury against the French had risen to such a heiLlit. ih it 
a crowd surr.ounded his carriage and were about to un- 
harness his horses. The marshal rushed into the midst 
6f the throng, seised upon the ringleader, dragged him 
behind bis can4age, and made his servants fasten him 
to it. The people, astonished and awed by this reso- 
lute action, ga^e way, and the marshal drove off, car- 
r3riilg his prisoner with him. 

In ihe campaign of Saxony in 1813, Davoast com* 
manded the eleventh corps, and occupied the Elbe 
from Dessau to Tori^au. After the battle of Lutzen, 
imd the retirement of the allies behind the Elbe, Ham- 
burg was besieged by Vandarome, under Davoust*s or* 
ders, and surrendered on the 30th of May. Davoust 
occupied it with an army of twenty-five thousand French 
and ten thousand Danes. After the battle of Leipsig, 
Bemadotte manoeuvred without success for the reduc- 
tion of tills impuriant place. Denmark and the Danish 
forces were detached from the French alliance, but Da- 
voust shut himself in the ci^*, and declared that he 
tvould make another Saragossa. With the energy and 
activity that he had so often displayed in the acquisi- 
tion of victory, he now ?et himself to work in the main- 
tenance of a hopeless and ruined cause. He established 
defensive works upon a vast and cumbrous scale. He 
employed Bertrand to construct a wooden bridge of 
coairnunication between Hamburg and Ha:uburg, oy 
joining the islands of the Elbe to the mainland along 
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a distance of nearly two leagues. This magnificent 
8tnictare» twenty-five hundred fathoms in length, was 
completed in eighty-three days. It was soon after the 
batlle of Leipsig that the Russians, under Strogonoff, 
began the siege. In the end of January, 1S14, Ben- 
ningsen took the command in person. Dormg Febru- 
ary and March, repeated attacks were made with the 
utmost fury upon the island of Williamsburg, but were 
repelled with un tiinching courage. Four thousand men 
perished on both sides during this winter siege ; until 
Benningsen, in despaur of carrying the place by assault, 
converted the siege into a blockade, and trusted the 
reduction of the city to time and want. The spirit 
and confidence of Davoust remained unabated until, in 
April, intelligence arrived of the events which had taken 
place at Paris. Davoust at first disbelieved it ; and so 
unworthy of credit was it deemed for some time, that 
several hawkers, who circulated the news from Paris, 
were arrested. At length, the tidings being fully con- 
firmed, the marshal assembled the troops, informed 
them of the overthrow of the empeior, hoisted the white 
dag, and sent in his adhesion to the provisional govern- 
ment. He then resigned the conunand to General 
Gerard, quitted Hamburg, and arrived in Paris on the 
18th of June. 

During the period of the first restoration, Davoust 
received no favor or countenance firom the court ; but 
on the return of Napoleon, he was appointed minister 
of war, and, when the emperor set out for Waterloo, 
he was one of the council who were charged with the 
government in his absence. He was placed in supreme 
command of the French army, amounting to one hun- 
dred thousand men and twenty-five thousand cavalry 
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tfftef Nap6]eoti*s tbdicatloii 10 1815 ; and haTing con* 

eluded a convention with tiie allied commanders, led it 
beyond the Loire. He yielded to llie new accession 
of Louis XVI 11., and, in obedience to bis order, trana* 
ferred his command to Macdonaldt and exhorted the 
soldiers to sustain the kin^. In 1819, he was made a 
peer of France; and on the 1st of June, 1823, he died 
at Paris, aged fifty-three years, leaving two daughters, 
and ft son, who inherited his title* 

The character of Davoust, while it had some qaa1i«» 
ties which should command respect, had none ihat in- 
spire either affection or enthusiasm. Concentrated and 
intense in his temper, despotic in will, and inflexible in 
resolution, he moved in what seemed to him the sphere 
of duty, with a rigid and gloomy pertinacity. Abrupt 
and harsh in his manner?, severe in discipline, rigorous 
in conduct, be repelled the sympathy of those who might 
be inclined fo admire the hardy virtues of his system, 
and seemed to delist in outraging the sensibilities of 
those for wl^om he was perhaps endurins: the greatest 
labors. His character bore some resemblance to that 
of Frederic the Great; and if the (aults of a gloomy 
temper, an unfeeling spirit, and an iron tyranny, are to 
be oltjected to the marshal as well as to the monarch, 
to both must be conceded the possession of a high and 
self-sacrificing devotion to duty, which is more likely 
to be appreciated at a distance than admired by those 
who are near at hand. Davonst*s severities were ex- 
ercised only for the public good. His >oul was in liis 
profession or his employment. He incurred immeas- 
urable odium for his exactions in Prussia ; hut he exer- 
cised this harshness, not, lilce Massena, for his own 
enricbroeot, but for the national advantage. Napoleon 

10* 
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knew this, and defended his reputation at St. Helena* 
1 do not think him a bad character,*' said be. He 
never plundered for himself. He certainly levied con-* 
tributions ; but they were for the army. It is neces- 
sary for an army, especially when besieged, to provide 
for itself." There was, too, in the depths of his stem 
and unconciliating spirit, a sentiment of personal loy- 
alty toward Napoleon that often exhibited itself with a 
touching interest : when the emperor was flying through 
the streets of Moscow from the flames that threatened 
the Kremlin, he met the prince of Eckmuhl, who, still 
suflTering from his wound, had desired his attendants to 
carry him back among the flames, either to rescue Na- 
poleon, or to perish with him ; and when the marshal 
saw bis chief, he threw himself into his arms with trans- 
port. His heroic adherence to the cause of the em- 
peror, and his earnest defence of Hambiii n;, shine with 
conspicuous lustre amid the moral darkness of so much 
faithlessness. Though unfortunately defeatured by a 
certain bitterness and morosity, his character was not 
without some lineaments of greatness. He had none 
of the vulgar vices of a revolutionary era. If he had 
much that was uoamiabie in his temper, he had nothing 
^ that was paltry or contemptible. The pettinesses of 
vanity and seli^illustration, the sordid baseness of self- 
aggrandizement, did not degrade a character which, if 
it wanted the softness and brilliance of romantic &me, 
lacked none of the disinterestedness of heroic gmu' 
deur. 

Davousf s qualities were such as made him an admi- 
rable commander on a doubtful field. For obstinately 
maintaining adifiicult position against a threatening en- 
emy, or driving back a formidable force by the cease* 
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kn fiirjrof his atwults, no generd was aiiperiortohiiii. 
But as a high tactician, hia merit was not great When 

some one spoke of him as one of the best of the French 
generals, Napoleon replied, **A8 to being one of the 
first of the French generalst he was by no means so, 
though a good general.'* He su£bred from a defect 

of vision, his sight bemg excessively cohort. 
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HABSHAL OF FRANCS, MAY 19, IBMt 

DVKE, Q¥ KIVOLI: PRIMCS OF £«SLINO. 

Andb^ Massbna was born on the 6th of May, 1756» 
at Nice, where bis father, Jules Massena, followed 

the callinir of a wine-merchant. The earliest scene of 
his distinctioD, as well as the field of his mature fame, 
was in the immediate neighborhood of the country of 
his birth. At a very early age, he enlisted in a Pied- 
montese regiment, and, in 1775, entered the French 
seiTice as a soldier in the royal Italian regiment, after- 
ward called the first regiment of light-infantry* He 
rose, gradually, through the successive ranks of ser* 
vice ; became a corporal in 1776, and a sergeant in 
1777, and so continued until 1789, when he received 
his discharge. In his retirement at Antibes, upon the 
breaking out of the Revolution, he warmly embraoed 
the popular prmciples, and again entered the army un- 
der lavorablc auspices. In 1791, be became adjutant- 
major in the second battalion of the Var, and, in the 
year following was made a major ; in which rank his 
intimate knowledge of the country rendered bun of 
service to General Anselm, who was the first com- 
mander of the army of Italy. General Biron, his suc- 
cessor, spoke so highly of his talents to the Convention, 
that he was made a general of brigade, and a general 
of division, in 1793. In March, 1794, be commanded 
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one of the cinrps of the annj of Italyy at NicOf under 
Oeneral Dumorbion, when Napoleon joined it as com- 
mander of the artillery ; and he led one of the divis- 
ions in the operations, undertaken by Napoleon's ad- 
vice, in March and April. At the battle of Loano» 
under General Scherer, in November, 1795, he com- 
manded the central attack, and distinguished himself 
by his bravery. Napoleon found him in the same po- 
sition when he tooJc the command in March, 1796. 
His brilliant achievements during the subsequent cam- 
pai^ in Italy, and the extent to which he contributed 
to the victories of Moiitenoiie, Meflesimo, De^o, Mon- 
dovi, Rivoli, Roveredo, Areola, and his brilliant valor 
at the pass of Tarvis, have already been iuUj stated 
m the history of the campaign, in ^e memoir of Na* 
poleon. "It was in acknowledgment," says Napoleon 
in his memoirs, " of the services rendered in so many 
battles by General Massena, tliat the emperor afterward 
made him Duke of Rivoli." Napoleon appreciated 
hi& services very highly. After stadng, in one of his 
dictations at St. Helena, that Augereau was sent to 
Paris with the colors taken after the fall of Mantua, he 
adds ; It would, nevertheless, have been more natu- 
ral to have sent them by Masaena, who had vety supe- 
rior claims ; but the geiieral-in-chief had much more 
dependence on the latter, with a view to the campaign 
in Germany, and did not choose to part with him." 
At the termination of the campaign, however, he was 
sent to carry to the Directory the preliminary treaty of 
Leoben. He was received in a solemn audience, on 
the dth of May , and, on the ISth, the public authori- 
ties i^ve Urn a magnifioent li^te in the hall of the 
Od6on* 
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The military repuUitbn of General Massentt ttm 

now established on a high and linn basis ; but an un- 
ibrtunate occurrence soon after brought the inhrmities 
of his civil character to the public eye, in a manmer 
Ter3r injurioos to has reputadon. He was, in truth, 
sordid and rapacious, to a degree distinguished even 
among the revolutionary soldiers of thrit day. In Feb- 
ruary, 17d8> he superseded Berthier in the command 
of the array which was m occupation of Rome. The 
rapine to which the city had heen subjected by the 
agents of the Directory, was so outrageous as to rouse 
the indignation of tile soldiery, whose pay remained in 
arrear, while a few were enriching themselves by plnn*- 
der* A great meeting of the army was held in tho 
Pantheon, on the S4th of February ; and in the 
lutions that were passed, the new commander-in-chief 
was denounced by name. The third cause of the 
general discontent/' said the remonstrance of the army, 
''^is the arrival of General Massena. The soldiers 
have not forgotten the extortions and robberies which 
he has made, wherever he has had the conomand : tiie 
Venetian temtories^ and especially Padua, are full of 
evidence of his guilt*' Massena ordered his soldielrs 
to disperse the meeting, but they refused ; and an open 
revolt being thus sigiialized, he quitted Ivome, leaving 
General D'Aliemagne in command, and retired to 
Ancona* Massena published a memoir, in justification 
of his character ; but public opinion remained unsatii- 
Hed with his deportment. 

For a year Massena continued without employment ; 
but, in the beginning of 1799, he was named com* 
mander-in-chiiBf of the army of Helvetia^ and ordetad 
to operate in the mountains of the Grisons. He here 



Digitized by Google 



119 



nm UtilwidMimw of a §mt gMwtl^ tad artihKilwil 

% militafff veputation of tbe fim ckas. The campaign 
opened on the 5th of March, by a nohle combined 
movement oi the different corps against the Austrian 
genera] (Auieoberg), who was sunroundAd and com- 
peUed to laj down lus mm^ with two ibonaand man 
and tan piaoea of casmon, naar Coire. On iStm 93d, 
Massena made a fierce assault upon tlie impyrlant ior- 
ti?e3s of i eidkirch ; but was repuisad, with a loss of 
dvaa thouaand niaii. In tha beginning of Apnl, upon 
JoiuqdAn'a miting Paria. aAar tha dafaat at Stockach, 
Massena was placed in command of the army of the 
Rhine, as well as that ni the Alps. He at once drew 
back the troopa into a strong position in the Grbons, 
and repulsed a geneval attack made upon hia linea by 
Hotae and Battagnda, in the end of AjMril, at the same 
time that he crushed, with promptness and \ i iror, an 
insurrection of the Swiss peasantry in hi.s rear. A 
subsequent attack, in the middle of Maj, hy the arch* 
duke Cbadea upon Mtsaana'a positions, waa soeeeailul, 
and he was obliged to abandon tbe Orisons, and fall 
back behind the lake of Zurich. About the 20th of 
May, bis army was in a strongly •fortified position about 
tha town of Zunoh; and here he maintaiiied himseUy 
with that obstinaoy' which fonaed one of his most 
marked chaiacteristics. A velu ment attack was made 
upon bim hy the arohduke, on tbe 5tb of June, which 
was rapuhad aith great Iom ; but, on. the following 
night, Massen* refraaled tora higher and stronger poan 
tioUj on Mount Albis, between I.ucerne and Zurich. 

B0th:pfti:iies remained in inaction for some months, 
eapeotiog'nMnfoiBBiiMis; and,.inthe meantime, fortu- 
mdf Ar tibm rapuMiair of Msasana, iSm Aidle Council 
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determined to transfer the archduke, who was iSbe obSj 

person able to compete with the French general, to the 
Rhine, with his disciplmed Austrian troops, and supply 
his place with Russian troops, under Korsakow, from 
Italy. In the middle of Au^st, Maseena determined 
to make an attack on the mountain heights, which are 
crowned by the St. Gothard, and thus to separate the 
Italian forces of the allies from their German troops. 
He accordingly strengthened his right wing, hy the 
accumulation of the principal part of his army there, 
under Lecourbe and Oudinot, who advanced, on the 
14th of August, and drove the Austrians, after despe- 
rate struggles, from the Grimsel and the Furca, and 
occupied the summit of Mont St Oothard; while, 
about the same time, the Austrian right was driven into 
Glarus, and there defeated. Toward the end of Sep- 
tember, while Massena was on the line of the Limmat, 
with forqr thousand men, Korsakow was at Zurich, 
with twenty-five thousand ; and a plan was formed, by 
which Suwarrow was to advance, from Milan, across 
Mont iSt. Gothard, and forming a junction with Kor- 
sakow, at Zurich, attack Massena in front, while Hotze 
assaOed him on the flank. Massena, however, resolved 
to anticipate these operations, by throwing his whole 
force on Korsakow before Suwarrow could arrive. 
Massena's dispositions for the capture of this general 
in Zurich, were conceived and executed with the ut* 
most ability. On the 27th, Mortier was ordered to 
make a feigned attack upon the town in front, sufficient 
' to engage the attention of the bulk of the Russian cen- 
tre, while, on the right, Oudinot, with fifteen thousand 
men, passed the river at Cloetei^Fahr, and ascended 
to the heights behind Zurich, and, on the left, General 
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Menrd eogaged DtxnmtfWf whh die Runan rig|t 
wing, on the lower Limmal. The amngemeat sae- 

ccedcd ill every part. While the lui-sj ui commander 
was repukiug Mortieri who retired before him in some 
copfustoa, intelligence was hrought him that Oadinot 
was descending from the heights in his rear, sweeping 
everything before him, and that his right wing, under 
Durassow, was cut ofT. Korsakow's siiuiitiuii \v«i*? Hep- 
perate, andMasseua summoned him to surrender ; but 
the resolute and unyielding Russian determined to cut 
his way through the midst of his enemies, cost what 
it migiiL Accordinji;!}', on the 28th, he marched out, 
and making his way through the tiercest fire of the 
adversary, succeeded in escaping, with the lo^^s of all 
his artillery and baggage. £ight thousand killed and 
wounded, and five thousand prisoners, attested the mag- 
nitude of the victory ot Zurich. Suwarrow arrived in 
the mountaius too late to retrieve the fortunes of the 
allied anna, and was forced, reluctantly, to retreat 
The political results of this battle were even greater 
tlian its military consetjuencer*. It led to recrimina- 
tions between the Austrian and Russian commanders, 
and, afterward, to a rupture and separation : the Aus- 
trian and Russian cabinets partook of the division thus 
created ; Russia withdrew her troops, and that alliance 
wd-> broken up which threatened the subjection of 
Fiance, and which was not re-established until Prussia, 
Russia, and Austria, havmg each felt its uiability to 
cope, separately, mth France, jomed again in united 

ho.stility to its formidable legions. 

When Napoleon became first-consul, and the cam- 
paign against Austria reopened, he recalled Massena 
(mm Switserland* and ^ve faun the command of tiie 
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army of Italy. Thia geaeral," he remarks, in hit 
momoiiBf ^'wbo was well acquainted with all the 
paaaes of the Apennines^ was more fit than any other 

person for this war of manoeuvres." He arrived at his 
headquarters on the 10th of February, 1800. About 
thirty-five thousand men were here placed under his 
command : his left, consistmg of twelve thousand men, 
in four divisions, was intrusted to Suchet ; the centre, 
of about the same strength, was commanded by Souk; 
while the right, of five thousand, was under Mioiiis ; 
and there was a reserve, of about five thousand men, 
in Genoa, The Austrian army in Italy amounted to 
above sixty thousand men, commanded in chief by 
Melas, who, with the centre, was at Acqui ; while Ott 
commanded his left, and Elnitz his right On the 6th 
ef April the Austrians advanced. Suchet was sepa- 
rated from the centre, and driven by Ebitz toward the 
Var, and prevented from any further communication 
with Massena ; and Ott, on the same day, drove in the 
advanced posts around Genoa, and occupied Monte 
Faccio and Monte Ratd, and produced the utmost 
. consternation in the city. At sunrise, on the following 
day, Massena opened the gates, and issued out, with 
MioUis's division and the reserve, attacked Ott in the 
rear, precipitated his divisions into the marshes, and 
retook all the posts, and returned in the evening, with 
fifteen hundred prisoners, and several cannon and 
colors. From the 9th to the 21st of April, Massena, 
Soult, and Suchet, executed a variety of movementSy 
and made a number of attempts, with a view to resto- 
riuG^ the cominuiucadons between the left and main 
body of the army, but in vain. On the last day, Mas- 
sena entared Genoa ; and &am that time his poutkNif 
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•orrbiitided on land hy the Austrians, and blockaded 

on the other side by the English squadron, under Lord 
Keith, assumed the character of a besieged garrison. 
Being without provisions, a capitulation was obviousljr 
tnevitablo ; but, with the hope of bemg relieyed by 
Napoleon, he still held out, with all that obstinate en* 
durance which helon^i^ed to him. Melas marched tow- 
ard the Var, leaving Ott to maintain the siege with 
thirtjr thousand men. Meanwhile, the distress within 
the city*, where a population of fifty thousand persons, 
besides the garrison, was shut up without supplies, he- 
came excessive. On the 24th of May, the distribution 
of bread ceased, and cocoa alone was served out. A 
pound of bad bread was selling for thirty francs ; a 
pound of meat for six francs; a fowl for thirty-two 
francs. On the same day, Lannes, with the advanced 
guard of the army under Napoleon, had reached Ivrea. 
It depended on a few days, or even a few hours, wheth- 
er the relief would take effect before the patience of the 

citv wa- cxhaii-tcd. On the 2d of June, the wuinen 
assembled, turaultuously demanding bread or death. 
Everything was to be feared from the despur of so 
numerous a population. Massena yielded to the ne» 
cessity, and promised the people that, if he was not 
relieved in twenty-four hours, he would treat. Tn 
compliance with his word, on the 3d of June he sent 
Andrieux to Greneral Ott ; and, after negotiations for 
twenty-four hours, it was agreed that, of the twelve 
ihousaud men under Massena, ei^ht thousand five hun- 
dred should march out, with their arms and baggage, 
to Votri, and the residue, with the general-in-chiefy 
should be conveyed by sea, whh all their guns, to An- 
tibes. Nothing could be mcgre honorable to Maasena 
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than these terms : yet a single hour more might have 

saved die surrender, for, as Andrieux entered the ante- 
chamber of Ott, he met an Austrian statf-officer, who 
brought orders from Melas for the raising of the siegei 
and the removal of the whole blockading corps upon 

die Po. 

When Napoieon returned to Paris, after the battle 
of Marengo, he left Massena commander-in-chief of the 
army of Italy ; but, in the following year, either be- 
cause he was disgusted with Massena*s rapacity, or 
because he found him opposed to his designs of recoii- 
structiug a monarchical system, he nominated General 
Brune to this peat, in place of Massena. The latter 
returned to Paris,' and entering the legisladve body, 
acted with the republican pnrty, and made no conceal- 
ment of his opposidun to the establishment of the em- 
pire. Massena," says Bounienne, who seems to 
have apprehraded hb character with a good deal of 
correctness, ^* loved two things — glory and money: 
but as to what are termed honors, he valued only those 
which resulted from the command of an army ; and his 
recollections all bound him to the republic, because it 
recalled to bis mind the most brilliant and glorious 
events of his military career.*' He had his full share 
of the rewards of the empire, however ; for he was cre- 
ated marshal^ and grand-eagle of the legion of honor^ 
when the other generals^recmved these distincdons. 

In 1805, when Napoleon advanced along ihe valley 
of the Danube to Vienna and Austerlitz, Massena was 
intrusted with the chief command of the army of Italy, 
amounting to fifty thousand men, where the archduke . 
Chalks was his opponent, widi an army of ninety thou- 
sand. Hostilities commenced on the morning of the 
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Idtb of Qctol^r, by the forcinG: of the bridge of Ve- 
rona; an anterpriae whoae akiU and aodaicit3r wero not 
exceeded hj way occurrence during the war. The 

nri luliike took up a position of imprejrnable strength, 
at Caidicro, where Massena attacked him on the 2dth 
and 30th of October, with great brarery and pertinacH 
tjy but without a Tictory. The progresa of Napoleon, 
however, rendered it necei^sarv for tin in t hduke to 
retire for the protection of Vienna, which he did with 
great firmness, and in perfect order, on the ^d and 
4th of November, followed hj Maasena* The fomm 
reached Laybach, in Carinthta, on the 19th ; and Mae* 
sena soon after put hiiii^clf in communication with 
Marmont's corps, near V ienna. 

After the peace of Preaburg, Maaaena waa aent again 
to command in Italy, and waa ordered to aaaemble an 

army for the invasion of Calabria, in connexion with 
Joseph Bonaparte's assumption of the crown of Naples. 
In the middle of February, with eighteen thousand 
men, he laid siege to Gaeta, where the Prince of Heaa^ 
Philipsthal, with a garrison of right thousand, made a 
heroic and able resistance. The siej^e was maintained 
for several months, with a vigor on both sides that 
render it one of the moat glorioua of the times; but 
about the middle of July the prince was mortally 
wounded, by the explosion of a shell, and his successor 
was not as valiant as himself. On the 18th of July, 
Gaeta capitulated, the garrison marching out with all 
the honora of war* An insurrection of the peasantry 
of Calabria was then put down by Massena, with hia 
usual thoroughness : the decisive enerafrement of Monte 
Galdo, on the 5tii of August, terminated the organized 
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feststance, but quietness and order were not restored 

until tlie middle of November. 

In 1807, Massena was placed in commaud of the 
fifth corps of the grand army of Germany, and, in the 
following year, was created Duke of Hivoli. In the 
campaitjii of 1S09, he commanded the fourth corps of 
the grand army, and took part in the operations about 
£ckmuhl, in April of that year, though without be- 
ing engaged in that batde. In the advance down 
the Danube to Vienna, Massena commanded tbe ad- 
vanced i^cuard ; and the desperate aud brilliant assault 
on the bridge of Ebersberg, on the 3d of May, and 
seizure of the pass, is one of the most splendid events 
in the life of a general whose career was crowded with 
scenes of glory. The transcendent valor and firmness 
with which, at Aspern, he sustained, with Lannes, the 
weight of the whole Austrian army, and, as with a 
giant's arm, upheld the tottering throne of Napoleon, 
are already recorded in the history of that battle, in the 
life of Lannes. His share in the victory of Wacfram, 
also, was so great, and so meritorious, that it is proper 
here to give a detailed view of that engagement, and 
the circumstances by which it was preceded ; resuming 
the general thread of Napoleon's history where it was 
left at the close of the battle of Aspern. 

CAMPAIGN OF WAGRAM. 

After the battle of Essling, the command of all 
tbe troops in the island of Lobau was given to Mas- 
sena, while arrangements were made with incredible 
activity for the construction of a large bridge for the 

passage of the Danube, and the concentration of all the 
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troops south of the Danube in the island^ from which 
they were to debouch. The works executed at thia 
time by the engineer department, under the orders of 

Lieutenant-General Bertrand, who had been consid- 
ered one of the best engioeers in France^ were proba- 
bly the most extraordinaiy that have ever been con- 
structed in any campaign since the days of Vauban * 
the bridge of Cesar over the Rhine, and all the other 
structures of the Roman armies, must vield to ihem in 
the grandeur of their conception, and the rapidity and 
perGsction of their execution. With the aid of a bal- 
talion of naval artisans of every trade, and a corps of 

twelve hundred sailors who had un ivetl from A nuverp 
under naval officers, and the immense resources con- 
tained in the arsenals of VienDa, Bertrand in twenqr- 
two days constructed three bridges two hundred and 
forty toises in length, from the right bank of the Dan- 
ube to the island oi Lobau, two being upon piles, and 
the third of boats. 

Meanwhile^ orders were despatched to every corps 
in the array to concentrate at Ebersdorf : these orders 
were written and signed in advance, and had the exact 
date when they were to be sent affixed to them, as well 
as the precise hour of the day when the corps was to 
reach Ebersdorf, graduated according to the distance 
that thu troojts hnd to inarch. On the afternoon of the 
2d of JuJy, the emperor removed his headquarters from 
Schdenbrunn to Ebersdorf^ and at the same moment 
troops had begun to arrive (rom all directions* Orders 
had been sent to Eugene to bring up the army of Italy, 
which consisted of four divisions, aad to Marinont to 
advance with his two divisions from Dalmatia ; Bernap 
dotte, with the Saxon troops— Vandamme, with the 
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^roops of the Confederation of the Rhine — and Wiedif 
with the Bavarians, had been directed to hasten down 
the valley of the Danube, and Macdonald to descend 
from the Alps of Carinthia and Carniola. From the 
2d to the 4th of July, tiiese various corps were arri- 
ving ; and as fast as they came up, they were marched 
into the isiand of I^obau. One hundred and fifty thou* 
sand infantry, seven hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, 
and three hundred squadrons of cavalry, constituted the 
army concentrated in that singular position. On the 
night of the 4th, four bridges, prepared beforehand, 
were thrown across the narrow channel between the 
island and the left bank ; one of these bridges, prepared 
in a sewer in the island, consisted of a single piece, 
constructed with such admirable precision and com- 
pleteness, that within ten minutes after it had been 
launched from the sewer, the troops were crossing up- 
on it. It was the invention of a naval engineer-officer, 
and was considered so extraordinary, that a model was 
taken from it by the artillery, and is now in Paris, in 
the museuiii of works of art connected with tliat depart- 
ment. By five o'clock on the morning of the 5th, the 
whole army had passed. 

The archduke Charles at this time was in pointion 
with one hundred and forty thousand men, with his 
centre at Wagrann, which is about five miles from the 
river, his h fi at the village of Margraff-Neusidel, and 
bis right in the direction of Aderklaa. The archduke 
John was at Presburg, twenty-fiye miles distant, with 
thirty-six thousand troops, and Napoleon determined 
to commence the attack before he could arrive. He 
accordingly marshalled his army in array of battle on 
the left bank of the ri^er. In the first Une» Massena, 
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whh four diTisioDB — Motiior's, Boudet'ii Legnind% 
and Cara St. C^r's — fonned the left $ Bernadotta't 

Saxons, and Oudinot, were in the centre ; and Davoust 
with three divisions — Friant's, Gudin's, and Moraod's 
— constituted the right. The second line consisted of 
Eugene with his four divisions on the left, and Mar- 
mont with his two divisions on the right ; and die feot- 
guards, iiii six regiments, in reserve : in the third line 
came the cavalry. 

Napoleon's plan of attack contemplated the tvmbg 
of the Austrian left wing at Neusidel, so as to throw 
Prince Charles off from communication with Prince 
John. His own right, under Davoust, was therefore 
thrown forward, and the whole army advanced over the 
great plain of Marchfield toward the archduke, who oc- 
cupied the elevated plateau between Wagram and Neu- 
sidel. About four o'clock in the afternooii, the French 
army came in sight of the Austrian lines, which were 
stationed in a veiy advantageous position, which had 
long hefore been selected by the Austrian council as 

the field of baltle. The French left and centre took 
up their positions for the next day, but the centie was 
the scene of a spirited engagement. The emperor per- 
ceiving the importance of the elevated ground on which 
the enemy were posted, ordered Oudinot to commence 
an attack upon it at once, and directed a divi^iiua of 
Eugene's corps to advance to his support. It was in- 
tended that the two columns should attack simultane- 
ously ; but Oudinot, being nearer, ascended first. No 
sooner had his division surmounted the crest of the 
plateau, than it encountered a tremendous fire of artil- 
lery, which compelled it to retire in confusion ; the 
cavaliy, however, advanced to cover it, and the soldiers 
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speedily resumed their ranks. The other division then 
scaled the elevation, but a similar fate awaited it: it 
was charged, broken, and driven back upon the artil- 
lery, and lost one of its eagles. Napoleon would not 
allow the effort to be renewed, but ordered that hostili- 
ties should cease, in order that the army might repose 
before the toils of the coming day. He established his 
bivouac in the midst of the old guard, who were ad- 
vanced to the first line, and, sending for the different 
marshals, passed a great part of the night in conferring 
with them upon the events likely to occur on the mor- 
row. Massena's corps, on the extreme left, was still 
at Essling, considerably in the rear, and it was ordered 
to come into line with the other troops, so as to be 
ready to fall upon the enemy's centre, as soon as Da- 
voust had turned their left wing. Massena, on the 3d, 
while superintending some works on the island in com- 
pany with the emperor, had been severely bruised by 
a fall from his horse, which obliged him on the field of 
battle to appear in a caliche. The emperor desired to 
relieve him from command, but he entreated that he 
might be permitted to take his post in the battle. The 
emperor, however, foreseeing that on so busy a day the 
marshal c^uld not move in a carriage to every point 
where a horse could carry him, sent his own aide-de- 
camp. General Reille, who had formerly been the mar- 
shaPs aide, to attend him, in order that he might have 
0 confidential officer near him. When Napoleon saw 
him the next day, in the midst of the contest, though 
suffering from pain, he exclaimed, Who ought to fear 
death, when he sees how the brave are prepared to 
meet it?'* 

At four o'clock on the morning of the 6th of July* 
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1809, the French troops were ordered to arme. The 
enemy began the attack ; their design corresponded in 
some respects \\ itlj that of Napoleon j that is to say, 
their greatest accumulation of troops was on their right* 
and their object was to turn the French, and throw the 
army toward the direction from which Prince John was 
expucteJ. To coucHjal ilieir plan, however, the battle 
was opened with a very vigorous attack upon Davoust, 
which convinced the emperor that they were about to 
exert all their force in preserving their communicadon 
with the archduke John on their extreme left ; and he 
ordered Davoust to drive them back without loss of 
time, while he advanced in person to his support with 
the whole guard, horse, foot, and artillery. He had 
scarcely arrived, when the movements of the Austrian 
army indicated that they were manoeuvring in the op- 
posite direction, toward their right, and were withdraw- 
ing from their first attack by their left. While he halt- 
ed to observe their operadons, Reille arrived firom 
Massena with intelligence of the most fatal disasters in 
that part of the field ; and Napoleon, now sntisfied that 
the real attack was upon the left, gave orders to Da- 
voust to attack with redoubled energy and to carry 
Neusidel ; and be marched the whole guard, preceded 
by its artihery, laterally across the field of battle, to the 
extreme left* Massena's corps was in a state of complete 
dissolution ; and of the four divisions which composed 
it, not a single united body was to be seen. That mar- 
shal, in executing Napoleon's ordcis to advance the 
left and strike at the enemy's centre, had sent forward 
the division of Cara St. Cyr to attack the village. A 
regiment of light infantry at the head of this column 
charged with such impetuosity as to carry the village \ 
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but instead of remaining under tfae shelter of the town, 

they advanced to the edge of it, where a dreadful fire 
was opened upon it, and it was charged in its turn be* 
fore it could recover its position. It was driven back 
in confusion, and drew after it the rest of the division, 
which consisted of allied troops. The disorder extend- 
ed to the divisions of Legraiid and Boiulet, which were 
routed by the advancing masses of the Austrians, with 
the loss of their artilleiy ; and the enemy having turned, 
or rather displaced the left wing, advanced so far, that 
it became necessary to open the batteries on the island 
of Lobau upon them, to check their progress toward 
the bridge. 

The enemy now surrounded the centre on two sides, 

so that it stood Ukc a \ve(if?;e in the midst of the Aus- 
trians, and received a tire from two sides. To this 
point Napoleon now rode, and surveyed the appalling 
scene upon the left. But his confidence in the effect 
of Davoust's advance, and in the ultimate success of 
the day, was unshaken, and his coolness remained un- 
disturbed. He dismounted from his horse and got into 
the carriage of Massena for a few minutes, and ex- 
plained to him that the position of the centre was to be 
maintained until Davoust had turned their left, and that 
an advance after that would certainly win the field. To 
inspire calmness and courage during the trying moments 
that elapsed, he then mounted his snow-white charger, 
a gift from the shah of Persia, and rode deliberately 
from one extremity of the line to the other, and re- 
turned at the same slow pace. Shots were flying about 
him in every direction, and his aides expected momently 
to see him drop from his horse. An hour passed on : 
Napoleon frequently inquired whether the firing about 
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NeiMidel was in fipont or in rear of that villaflfe. Al 
length, it was seen that Davoust had prevailed, and that 
the enemy^s left was turned and driven back ; and Na- 
poleon at once gave orders that the whole line of the 
array should form in columns of attack, and advance. 
Oudinot and Bernadotte, supported by Mannont and 
Eugenci were ordered to attack Wagram ; £essieres» 
with the cavalry, was ordered to wheel round and charge 
the troops who had advanced so far on the left ; orders 
were sent to Massena, whose corps was now re-formed 
between Aspern and Essling, to comnaence the attack 
upon that wing in front ; and Napoleon himself organ* 
ized a powerful hody against the enemy *s centre— a 
movement upon which he counted as likely to be de- 
cisive of the day. Eighty pieces of artillery of the 
guard, under bis aide-de-camp. General Lauriston, 
were formed into one compact battery, and placed in 
front ; immediately after, on the lef^, came the division 
of the young guard, under General Heille, and on the 
right, Marshal Macdooald, with two divisions oi Eu- 
gene's corps ; these were followed by the cavalry of 
the guard, the emperor retaining near his own person 
only the regiment of horse-grenadiers. This terrible 
column advanced in dauntless and irresistible array 
against the centre : the artillery, which consisted entire- 
ly of twelve and eight pouoders, served by picked men, 
made the roost fearful ravages ; Retile's troops moved 
upon Aderklaa ; and Macdonald, marching in person 
at the head of his divisions, led them on in solid column 
at a slow pace, up to the very lines of the enemy, amid 
a shower of bails and grap&-8hot, without their falling 
into the least disorder. Nothing could resist such in- 
trepidity and such force. The enemy's centre was 
Vol. II — 12 
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pierced and separated : about half-past two» his right 
had retreated, and, by four o'clock, a general retreat of 
the whole line as ordered. 

The victory of Napoleon was now unquestionable ; 
but owing to a disaster by which the cavalry were de- 
prived of theur leader, the triumph was without the usu- 
al trophies. Napoleon's order had been, that as soon 
as the centre was penetrated, the cavalry under Bea- 
sieres should charge the Austrian right wing in flank* 
That marshal had scarcely started to execute this di- 
rection, when he was struck from his horse by a can- 
non-shot, and carried insensible from the field. Orders 
were ^iven to other officers to lead on the horse, but 
the charges were feeble and ineffective. At a later pe- 
riod the cavalry of the guard, which followed Macdon- 
aid, was ordered to charge after the opening had been 
made in the Austrian line, by which it wns thought that 
a fourth part of the army might have been surrounded 
and taken ; but from mistake or otherwise, that order 
was not carried into efl^ct, and that immense and splen* 
did cavalry did not take a single man. The emperor 
was greatly displeased with the cavalry, and said on the 
field of battle, It never served me in this manner be* 
fore ; it will be the cause that this battle is without any 
result." — " We much regretted," says Savary, "the 
absence of the grand-duke of Berg ; he was the very 
man we wanted at so critical a moment." The Aus* 
trians retired during the whole night toward Znaim, 
bi|t without losing either cannon or prisoners. The 
French followed at a respectful distance ; for the re- 
treating army, which had not been broken, but preserved 
its integrity, was altogether too formidable to be rashly 
provoked. The emperor slept on the fieM of bettleia 
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up with the enemy at Znaim oo the llth, and a spir- 
ited ensragement was beginning, when a flag proposing 
an armibiice arrived from the archduke. It was ac- 
cepted by Napoleon on the 12th after consideiation, and 
ratified by the emperor Francis, not without much hesi- 
tation, on the 18tb. Napoleon re-established his head* 
quarters at Schoenbrunn, and proceeded to review the 
vanoos corps in their several cantonments ; tliat ot' Da* 
voust was reviewed on the field of Austeriita. Nego- 
tiations proceeded languidly, but at length, on the 14th 
of October, 1809, the treaty of \ ienna was signed ; and 
NapoleoQ) having ordered the ramparts of Vienna to be 
hiown up on the 19tb, set out for Paris, where he ar- 
rived on the S6th. 
t. 

* It is rarely that any man has it in his power to ren- 
der such services to a sovereign and a nation aa Mas* 
sens performed ibr France and Napoleon at Aspem 
and at Wagram ; and the gratitude of the emperor was 

proportionate. In 1810, Massena was created prince 
of £ssling» and various other evidences of favor were 
showered upon him. In the same year, the jealousies 
and collisiotts between the marshab commanding in 
fipain, especially between Ney and Boult, had risen to 
«uch a height, that the emperor determined to intrust 
the invasion of Portugal to a general whose superior 
rank in the state, and great fame in war, would induce 
a readier submission than Soult was able to command. 
He accordingly chose the prince of Essling. But the 
health of the veteran was severely and incurably over- 
ihrown. He was suffering firom the lassitude of disease 
during the whole of this campaign, and unaiUe to dia- 
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play the former energy of his character. In judging 
of the greatness of Massena, his military career ought 

to be considered as terminating at the battle of Wa- 
gram. 

The prince of £ssling arrived in camp on the 27th 
of June, and took command of the army of Portugal^ 
consisting of the second, sixth, and eighth corps, and 
a reserve of cavalry. This force was then engaged 
under Ney in the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo : Massena 
immediately summoned it, and, on the 10th of July, it 
was carried by storm. Almeida was invested on the 

15th of July, and surrendered on die .2St]i. Napoleon ^ 
then sent orders to Massena to make tiiese places the 
base of his operations, and to advance upon Lisbon in 
the beginning of September. Accordingly, on the 16th 
of that month, Massena, at the head of Ney's, Junot's, 
and ReQ;nier's corps, amounting to nearly eighty thou- 
sand men, crossed the Mondego ; and Wellesley began 
that immortal retreat to Torres Vedras which will ever 
invest his name with a glory beyond the blaze of a thou- 
sand victories. On the L^7tli, Massena found his oppo- 
nent posted in an almost impregnable position atBusaco; 
and instead of turning the position, as he might easily 
have done, he attacked him, yet with much delay and 
languor, and was defeated : he then turned it by the 
English left. The army continued to advance, and on 
the 11th of October, Massena found his progress ar- 
rested and bis army defied by the stupendous lines of 
Torres Vedras, one of the most splendid conceptions 
of military genius, and one of the mightiest achieve- 
ments of skill and valor. Astonished and perplexed, 
the French commander spent some days in examining 
these wonderiiil bairiers, and satisfied himself that it 
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was idle to attack them until he was reinforced. Yet, 
with a pertinacitjr which, separated from dariDg, wai 
worse than useless, he miinfsined his starving armj at 
Santarem during tiie whole time, until the suffering and 

discontent of his troops, and the manifest iiiipractica- 
bility of carr\nng the po-iiinn in which Wellington had 
fortified himself, compeiied him to retreat On the 
6th of March, his arai7 was in full retreat for the pointe 
from which it had set out Wellington, as soon as this 
movement was completely developed, was thundering 
in his rear ; and Massena now displayed abilities and 
resources scarcely inferior to those by which his antag^ 
onist had baffled him* At Pombal, at Redenha, at 
Casal Nova, on the banks of theCeisa, and atSubugal, 
a series of vigorous combats protected the retiring 
troops from the earnest pursuit of the English ; and, 
on the 5th of April, Massena recrossed the boundary 
of Portugal— having lost about thirty thousand mmi, 
from the time that he entered that kingdoia in the Sep- 
tember before. He passed through Ciudad Rx)drigo, 
and occu{»ed Salamanca a few days afbr. On the 6th 
of May, the bloody but undecisive batde of Fuentes 
d'Onoro was fought On the 10th, he retired across the 
Agueda ; and, soon after, was recalled to France, on 
the ground of his defective health, and Marmont as- 
sumed the command of the army of Portugal* Mas- 
sena retured to his native country of Nice ; and was too 
much enfeebled to take any part in the campaigii of 
Russia or of Saxony, in 1312 and 18 13. 

That the shattered health of Massena, during hk 
Portugal campaign, was the cause of his inferiority to 
his former rcpaiaiion, we have the express authority 
of iSapoleoa. Massena, Napoleon observed, on a 

12* 
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former occasion/' says OMeara, " had lost himself in 

the campaign of Portugal; which, however, he attrib- 
uted to the bad state of his health, that did not permit 
him to sit on horseback, or inspect, himself, what was 
going on. A general who sees with the eyes of oth» 
ers," he added, "will never be able to command an 
army as it should be. Massena was then so ill, that 
he was obliged to trust to the reports of others, and 
conseqaently failed in some of his undertakings. At 
Bnsaeo, for eicample, he attempted to carry a position 
almost impregnable in the manner he attacked it; 
whereas, if he had commenced by turning it, he would 
have succeeded. This was owing to his not being 
able to reconnoitre personally.'' He added : If Mas- 
sena had been what he was formerly, he would have 
followed Wellington so closely as to be able to attack 
him, while entering the lines before Lisbon, before he 
oould have taken up his position properly." 

After the battle of Leipsig, Napoleon found Mas* 
sena in Paris ; and fearing his intrigues with the re- 
publicans, to whom he was always inclmed, he sent 
him to Toulon, to command the eighth military divis- 
ion. On the 20th of April, 1814, the restoration being 
fully pronounced, he raised the white cockade, and 
proclaimed Louis XVIIL with great pomp. He was 
confirmed, by the new dynas^, in all his command, 
and was made a chevalier and commander of the order 
of St. Louis, and was naturalized as a Frenchman, 
by the king and the cli amber of peers. On the arrival 
of Napoleon, in March, 1815, Massena's conduct was 
undecided and ambiguous. He gave no countenance 
to the invader, and professed to adheie to the Bour- 
boiii}, but ne took no measures to sustain the govern- 
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menty and |nrerented others from taking any. In the 
middle of April we find him acting cordially in the 
service of the emperor. After Waterloo, the provis* 
iona] governmeDt appointed him, on the 23d of June, 
oommandei^in-chier of the nadonal guard ; and he 
rendered iinportain service in maintaining the peace 
of the capital. Upon the second return of the kiog» 
the veteran soldier was not disquieted. His career 
was near its close* Fascinated, in the decline of life, 
by the exhausting pleasures of the capital, for which 
the privations of his earlier days had created in him 
an unnatural relish, he abandoned himself to a dissipa- 
tion which terminated his life ingloriously, on the 4th 
of April, 1817* His funeral was celebrated with much 
pomp, and a eulogy pronounced by General Thiebaiilt, 
in the presence of all the military characters of the 
lines. 

The character of Maasena was stained by imputa- 
tions of rapacity and meanness. The reproaches and 

complaints, in respect to robbing and violence, which 
attended his career from its conmiencement to its close, 
could not well be without a foundation m justice. 
Even as late as February, 1816, the inhabitants near 
the mouth of the Rhone denounced, to the chamber 
of deputies, his conduct, while presiding over them, on 
the 20th of March, 1815 : " Hold up to the hatred of 
France, the contempt of Europe, and tbe disgust of 
posterity," they said, " the governor of the eighth mili- 
tary division : he was not born upon the soil of France, 
and he has shown that he was unworthy to open bis 
eyes to .the light in that country. Hb rapines have 
obtained a shameful celebrity for him.'' No public 
prosecution, however, followed this energetic denun- 
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ciadon. Massena published a defence ; and a reply to 
it appeared, entitled, " A Letter to Marshal Masseiuii 
by a Marselleise,*' which was attributed to the mayor 

of Marseilles. Napoleon seems to liave been well 
aware of these vices of the character of his marshal. 
^' He was," said the emperor, un vokur. He went 
halves along with the contractors and commissaries of 
the army. I signified to him, often, that if he would 
discontinue his peculations, I would make him a pres- 
ent of eight hundred thousand or a million of francs ; 
but he bad acquired such a habit, that he could not 
keep his hands from money. Massena, Augereau, 
Brune, and many others," he said, *' were merely in- 
trepid depredators. Massena was, moreover, distin- 
guished for the most sordid avarice. It was asserted 
that I played him a trick, which might have proved a 
hanging matter, — that, being indignant at his depreda- 
tions, I one day drew on his banker for two or three 
millions. Great embarrassment ensued ; for my name 
was not without its due weight. The banker wrote to 
intimate that he could not pay the sum without the 
authority of Massena. On the other hand, he was 
urged to pay it without hesitation, as Massena, if he 
were wronged, could appeal to the court of law for 
justice. Massena, however, resorted to no legal steps, 
and consoled himself as well as he could for the pay- 
ment of the money." Yet, some anecdotes are told, 
which indicate that, if he acquired hb wealth by un- 
scrupulous means, he was somedmes sensible to noble 
and true feelings in the uses which he made of it On 
one occasion, w^hen he was at the summit of his for- 
tunes, a man who had once been, like himself, a non- 
commissioned officer in the royal Italian regiment,, but 
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who had adopted di£breDt priociplea, and followed a 

different career, presented himself to jNIasseiia in a »ia(e 
of deplorable wretchedness : " I am Barbieri !" be 
o&claimed, your old comrade.'* The marshal threw 
himself into his annsi supplied him with money and 
clothing, presented him to his wife, and insisted on his 
sharing his dwell 1112; and his tLible. Barbieri thus 
passed five years in happy abundance ; and was only 
separated by death from the bounty of his more fiirta^ 
nate companion. 

In point of military ability — to put together the de- 
tached remarks which Napoleon made respecting him 
— Massena was a man of superior talents ; but, by a 
strange peculiarity of temperamentt he possessed the de- 
ttred equilibrium between judgment and physical cour- 
age only in the heat of battle : it was created in the midst 
of perils. His conversation was uninteresting. He 
generally made very indifferent dispositions previously 
to an engagement, and it was not until the dead began 
to fall about him, that he began to act widi that judg- 
ment which he ought to have displayed before. On 
the report of the first c annon, his ideas acquired strength 
and deamess ; and, in the midst of the dying and the 
dead, of balls sweepmg away those who encircled him, 
Massena became himself: then he gave his order-, 
and made his dispositions, with the greatest sang froid 
and judgment This is," said the emperor, " la vera 
nobUta di sangueJ* It was truly sdd of Massena, 
that he never began to act with judgment until the 
batde was going against him. He was resolute, brave, 
and intrepid; full of ambition and pride; endow 
ed with extraordinary courage and firmness, which 
seemed to increase in time of difficulty. His distin^ 
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giusbing chaiacteristic was ofaBtmacy : he was nevei 
discouraged ; if defeated, he began again as if he bad 

been victorious. He was of a hardy constitution, and 
of indefatigable exertion ; amid rocks and mountains, 
tiie warfare peculiar to which he was particularly ac- 
quainted with, he would spend night and day on horse- 
back. He neglected discipline, and took little care of 
the aHairs of the army ; for which reasons, as well as 
on account of his habits of peculation, he was hated 
by the soldiers, who mutinied against him three or four 
times. The high opmion entertained of him, in his 
last days, by Napoleon, may be seen in the answer 
made by him to Dr. O^Meara's question, in 1817, 
who was, at that time, the first of the French generals* 
**It is difficult to say,'* was the emperor's r^ly. 
** Massena was ; but, you may say that he is dead. He 
has a complaint in his breast, which has rendered 
him quite another kind of man.'' Notwithstanding the 
odious weaknesses by which he was maiked. Napoleon 
held him in great respect He concluded a recital of 
some of his faults, by saying : "However, considering 
the circumstances of the times, he was precious : and, 
had not his bright parts been soiled with the rice of 
avarice, he would hare been a great man.'' 
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JOACHIM MURAT. 

MARSHAL OF FRANCE, MAY 1»th, IBM. 
«»Ain>.Dinci or CLxm jum or bsko t kiiio or vatlbs. 

Joachim Murat was born on the 25 th of March, 
1767, at La Buslide-Forlunieref near Cabors, where 
his father, Pierre Murat Jordy, was a reputabie inn- 
keeper. The youth was sent at an early age to Tou- 
louse to receive an ecclesiastical education ; bui die 
wildness and dissipation of his character prevented his 
making much progress, and he soon returned home. 
For a tune, he acted as an asststant to his father in at- 
tending upon his guests ; but in 1787, enlisted in the 
chasseurs of Ardennes. Borne misconduct, however, 
soon rendered it convenient for him to desert: he went 
up to Paris, and theie was reduced to such extremity, 
that he is said to have hired himself as a waiter at a res- 
taurant. His father soon interposed for his relief, and 
he was admitted into the constitutional guard of Louis 
XVI. The speedy dissolution of this corps set him 
again at liberty; and he obtained, in 1792, a sub-lteu-* 
tenancy in the eleventh regiment of chasseurs. Filled 
with the passions and hopes of the revolution, he be- 
came one of the most devoted followers of Marat ; and 
thnnigh the favor of the Jacobin, he rose rapidly to a 
lieotenaai-colonekgr in the twen^-fint 8o devoted 
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was he to the great terrorist, that, at the time of his 
death, he wrote from Abbeville, where he was in gar- 
rison, to the Jacobin club at Paris, announcing his de- 
sire to change his name from Murat to Marat. The 
subsequent unpopularity of the Jacobins proved injuri* 
ous to the fortunes of the young soldier, and he found 
himself in the capital without employment and without 
means* 

The first occasion on which the name of Murav 

appears in connexion with the chief with whose milita- 
ry glory he was afterward so lonnr and so brilliantly 
associated, and with whose family he became so hon- 
orably allied, is on the morning of the eventful 13th of 
Vendemiare (October 4th, 1796). It was about one 
o'clock in the morning, when Napoleon, who had just 
accepted the command from the directory, despatched 
the lieutenant-colonel of the twenty-first chasseurs, with 
three hundred horse, to the Sablons, to brmg off the 
artillery of forty pieces which were parked at that place. 
He arrived there at three, just as the head of the col- 
umn from the rebellious sections was reaching the same 
spot : the latter made no attempt to contest the guns^ 
and by five in the morning they were safe in the Tuil- 
eries. Wiien Napoleon took the command of the army 
of Italy, in May, 1806, he appointed Murat his princi- 
pal aide-de-camp, with the rank of colonel in the cav- 
alry. At the battle of Mondovi, after the redoubt was 
taken, Murat made a successful charge wkh the twen- 
tieth re^riment of dra2:oons ; and when General Stengel, 
who had pursued the enemy too far, was killed, Murat 
rallied the squadrons, put himself at the head of three 
regiments of cavalry, again repulsed Piedmontese 
. horse, and pursued them several hours. After the ar- 
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ndsdoe of Cbenieo, he was i m ft toh wd by NifHsleon 

to Paris, to bear the intelligence and to present twenty- 
one staads of colors : as he travelled by Moat Cenisy 
he arriTed before Junot, who had been sent from Mil' 
ksimo by the Nice khuI ; and bebg the fint aathentic 
messenger from the hero of Montenotte, and bearing 
such brilliant trophies, he was greeted with the mo<st 
lively enthusiasm* The directory cooierred the rank 
of brigadier-general upon him ; but upon his return to 
Italy, he still contmued to be the aide-densarop of Na- 
poleon. He distinguished himself at the passage of the 
Mincio, on the 30tii ot May : " General Murat,*' says 
Napoleon in his memoirs, charged the enemy's cav- 
alry, and obtained an inqK)rtant suooess: it was the first 
time that the French caTalry, on account of its bad con- 
dition, had measured its strength with the Austrian cav- 
alry : from that time, the French cavalry emulated the 
in&ntry." In June, 1796, when Napoleon made a tour 
through thesoothof Italy, to arrange ha political aflii^^ 
Murat was intrusted with the establishment of French 
influence in Genoa and Leghorn. Sometime after, he 
fell into some disfavor with the general-in-chief, Jind 
was placed, first in ReiUe's dnrision, and afterward in 
Baraguay d'Hilliers's: yet his conduct continued to re- 
ceive the approbation of Napoleon, who speaks of his 
valor at Kivoli, the Tagliamento, and other places, with 
applause. In the expedition to Egjrpt, Murat was a^ 
tached to the engineer corps ; and hk splendid brarery 
and skill at Aboukir, is the fir^t flowinir aiul stainless 
feather in that towering plume of knightly grandeur 
which rendors his character so fiu^glittering and im» 
piesshre. llumt,^ said Napdeon, was tupeib el 
Abouldr.*^ On the return to France, a yet more valii* 
Vol. n.— 13 
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able benefit was rendered, when, on the celebrated 19th 

of Brumaire, at a signal given by Napoleon at the proper 
moment, Murat, at the head of his grenadiers, rushed 
into the hail of the five hundred, drove out the repre- 
sentativesy and seated the general of £g7pt upon the 
consular throne. On the 20th of January, 1800, Mu- 
rat was married to Caroline, the sister of ^»'apoleon, 
and thus elevated to those hopes which proved his glory 
and his ruin. He first became acquainted with this lady 
at Rome, in 1796, at the residence of her brother Jo- 
seph, who was the embassador of the republic at the 
Holy See. Afterward, at Milan, a close intimacy sprung 
up between them ; and though the son of the princess 
of Santa Cruce was a rival for her hand, it is not sui^ 
prising that the brilliant and gallant aide-de-camp proved 
more acceptable to the imagination and heart of a Bo- 
naparte. Murat's appearance and bearing, as described 
by one who knew him at this time, were well adapted 
to dazsle and gratify female interest His noble and 
well-prop ordoned figure, his great physical strength, the 
fire of his glance, the somewhat relliicd elegance of his 
manners, added to the prestige of the fiercest courage 
in battle, gave him the character of one of those preux 
chevaliers described in Ariosto, rather than that of a 
republican soldier. Afilible, poHshed, and gallant, the 
majesty of his look caused the lowness of his origin to 
be forgotten. 

Murat's glories thenceforth were brilliant and abound- 
ing. As general of division, he served with lustre in 

the campaign of Marengo: in 1802, he was made gov- 
ernor of the Cisalpine repuhhc ; and in 1804, he was 
oreated a marshal of the empire, and appointed Gom* 
mand^ of the natkmal guard of Pads. The campaign 
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of Austerlitz, in the following year, presents him in the 
fullest pride of military glory and merit : prince of the 
empire^ hi p:h -admiral, grand eagle of the legioa of hoiiory 
and grand dignitafy of the oxder of the iron crown, be 
acted as lieutenant-general of the most splendid and 
effective army that ever went forth to execute the pur- 
poses of ambition ; and as commander-in-chief of all the 
reserve cavalry, the brilliance of bis personal achieve* 
ments about Ulm and at Austerlits sustained and bright- 
ened the official dignity with which he was invested. 
He was proclaimed graiui-dtilce of Clevcb and Di^v^ 
in 1S06 ; and the campaign of Prussia in that year, 
and of Poland in the following year, still more nobly 
displayed bis matchless greatness as a commander of 

cavalry. In 180S, he was appointed eenLral-in-chief 
of the army of Spain ; and at Madrid, his rashness ac- 
complished the results which, perhaps, the selection of 
such an agent was intended to bring about On the 
15tb of July, 1808, upon the transfer of Joseph to 
Spain, Murat was made kinsf of Naples, under the name 
of Joachim Napoleon. He governed this country well 
upon the whole, and the condition of the people under 
bis administradon is admitted to have been better than 
before or since. Tlds is the culminating point of his 
fortunes and of his merit, and we may pause for a mo- 
ment to contemplate the personal qualities of the low- 
bom soldier who bad achieved so splendid an advance* 
menn 

Murat's striking appearance, set off by the most ex- 
traordinary costume that was ever worn by a sane man 
in public, contributed not a little to the reputatioii 
wbicb be obtained among the common people, and 
made him the hero of vulgar minds* Of erect and 
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j^ommanduig stature, a majestic eoantentnce, fine blue 
eyes, large whiskers, and dark curling hair, flowing 
down in long ringlets over the collar of his dress, he 
seemed to realize the image of a barbarian king* His 
dresst borrowed from all ages and countries, and eom« 
bined in a strange contrast neither effective nor tasteful, 
could not be called theatrical^ it resembled the most 
biasanre exhibitions of the circus* So absurd and fan- 
tasticy indeed, were bis accoutrements, that the public 
called him King Franconi. The Baron Von Odel- 
eben, has furnished a description of the odd jumble of 
Stales out of which this costume was made up. His 
coat consisted of a Polish dress, the collar of which 
was richly embroidered with gold, and the sleeves were 
open below the shoulder ; it was confined with a golden 
belt, to which was suspended a light sword, with a 
straight, narrow blade, of the ancient Roman fashion, 
without hilt or guard, the handle of which was beauti- 
fully wrought and ornamented with brilliants* Under 
this coat^ were full pantaloons of a purple or blood 
color, with the seams trimmed with gold ; and, his 
boots were of nankeen or yellow leather* Over the 
whole, he wore in cold weadier, a superb vdvet pelisse 
of a deep green color, trimmed with sables. The 
' famous snow-white plume, which towered to an im- 
mense height above the ranks, was composed of four 
large ostrich feathers, diverging at right angles, fiom 
the centre of which sprang a magnificent heron's 
plume: this splendid ornament arose out of a huge 
cocked hat, having a broad gold border, and edged 
with white ostrich feathers. The trappings of his horse 
were in the Hungarian or Turkish fashion : the animal 
was covered with a tiaUiug blue or purple housing. 
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ncMj tmbradeved with gold; and fine gilt 8tirrup8» 
and a magnificeot bridle completed the show. The 

livery of his equeries, pages, and servants, was some- 
times of a deep red, or more frequendy of a sky blue, 
-which seemed to be his fitvorite color* It must be 
ownedt layB the baron, that this mixture of Swedish, 
Spanish, Roman, Turkish, and Neapolitan fashions, 
notwithstanding all its splendor, exhibited no taste. 
The contrast between this glittering display, of material 
and outward magnificence, and the small and insignifi- 
cant stature of Napoleon, plainly attired in a gray sor- 
tout, with a little three-cornered hat, served to amuse 
the careless ohserver, but could not fail deeply to in- 
terest the spectator, who considered the difference in 
the real greatness of the men, and reflected on the in- 
commensurable superiority of intellectual to physical 

advantages. 

Murat's far-resplendent figure often made him a 
mark for the enemy's guns, or an object for the attacks 
of their cavalry. During an afi^r which took place 

before the battle of Leipzig, when a detachment were 
recovering some positions into which the enemy had 
intraded, Murat, accompanied by a small escort, ex- 
posed his person in such a manner, that a squadron of 
the enemy, recognising him by his splendid appearance, 
gave him chase. The officer who led it, eaij^nly pur- 
sued the king, who found himself in tiie rear of his 
escort, accompanied by a single horseman | and, hoping 
to make him a prisoner, seyeral times called out, 
"Stop, king, stop!" Murat's attendant turned and 
cut tiie officer through with his sabre and killed h'm : 
Mun^ made him his equery on the spot, and JNapoleon 
(are him the decoration of the legion of honor* Some 

13» 
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dwyB Btbetf whon the may wis retreating torn Leipog^ 
Napoleon and his staff, with Marat, repaired to the 
right bank of the Unaturtt, to superintend the passage, 

and check the disorder. The odd suite and singular 
dress of the king of Naples became a mark for the 
enemy's tirailleurs and artillery men ; and bullets, can- 
non-balls, and shells, began to fly around. " They 
are firing on the suite," said Caulaincourt to Napoleon, 
who, at the moment, was looking througii his little 
telescope. *<Do you think so?" replied the latteTf 
my calmly turning aside his horse ; and the picquel 
of the guard, as well as the enqperor's soitef wm 
obliged to disperse- 
As a general of cavalry, at the head of twenty or 
iartj squadrons of horse, and under the eye of Napo* 
}e<m, Murat undoubtedly appeared to very greet ad- 
vantage. His penetrating glance, and his practical 
sagacity, in judging of the most effective manner and 
time of delivering the shock of his column, enabled 
him to operate with astonishing effect ; and his warlike 
▼isage and stout form, his noble and firm demeanor, on 
fioe, vigorous chargers, liis intrepidity, which grew 
calmer and more indifierent as dangers multiplied 
around him, inspired the troops with a confidence and 
force that rendered their onset urreaistible* In such 
seenes, his good temper never forsook him : in the 
midst of the most serious engatrcments, he liad a jest 
always ready. His hearty tone, and frank cheerful 
gayeiy, took firom the contest the ferocity of war ; his 
erer-serene deportment, sometimes degenerated into a 
sort of insensibility in danger. "Never," says Colonel 
Macerone, " even in his most trying circumstances, was 
his coutttemuice dirested of that placid «mile wlttdi 
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was one of its remarkable features." The zeal, pre* 
cision, and thoroughness, with which he executed the 
eommiwoiis of the 
able to that commander* 

ADVANOB TO MOSCOW. 

On the 9th of May, 1818, Napoleon qnitlMi hit 
palace fer the Russian campaign ; he was destbedt 

says the Count de Seijur, never again to enter it vie-' 
torious. As far as Dresden his progress was a tri* 
nmphal march ; and his state, while residing in that 
city, was truly imperial He had expressed a wish lo 
the emperor of Austria, a number of kings, and a crowd 
of princes, that they sliould meet him at this place on 
his way ; and, if his desire was to enjoy the degrada* 
tion of royalty, his passion was folly gratified. Sot* 
ersigns' were mingled widi his generals at his lerees, 
and crowned heads solicited interviews with him : he 
was a feudal lord, whose serfs were the monarchs of 
£urope. Wearied with the homage, he left Dresden, 
on the d9th of May, and passed tfairoagh Posen, Thorn, 
Marienbiirg, Danttig, Konigsberg, Oumbinnen to the 
Niemen, near Kovno, which he reached on the '2'Jd of 
June. The host which had been assembled to assail 
the colossal power of the czar, consisted of three great 
divisions, which were to c^vate in different directions ; 
the left, consisting of thirty-two thousand five hundred 
Prussians, Bavarians, and Poles, was at Tilsit, nnder 
Macdooald, and was to advance along tiie Baltic, and 
threaten Rerel, Riga, and even St Petersburgh $ the 
right, composed of thirly-ibur thousand Austrians, under 
I^rince Schwarlzenberg, were to march from Gallicia 
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and, betweea these, the grand army was to crosa 

Niemen, and inarch upon Wilna* The grand army 

itself, in its march to this river, consisted of three sep- 
arate masses: eighty thousand Westphaiians, SaxoDS, 
and Poles, under the king of Westphalia, advanced 
from Warsaw, upon Grodno ; an equal number, con* 
sisting of French, Italians, and Bavarians, under the 
viceroy Eugene, approached Pilony; while the em- 
peror himself, at the head of a splendid host, of two 
hundred and twentjr thousand men, and attended by 
his most brilliant marshals, now glittering with the 
splendon of ducal, princely, or royal state, moved upon 
Kovno. At two o'clock in the m()i iiin<r of the 23d of 
June, 1812, the emperor, who iiad travelled in a car- 
riage till that time, mounted his horse ; he reconnoitred 
the river, and passed it under cover of night ; as he 
came up to the bank, his horse stumbled and threw 
him on the sand. A voice was heard to say, ** This 
is a bad omen ; a Roman would recoil whether 
it proceeded from, himself, or from one of his attend- 
ants, is not known. He immediately ordered the con- 
struction of three bridges ; and on the following day, 
this magnificent army began to defile, in three columns, 
across the fatal stream, which so few were eve.r to re- 
pass. The passage occupied three entire days: on 
the 29th, the viceroy passed at Pilony, and the king of 
WesLplialia at Grodno, on the 30th. Meanwhile, the 
forces of Alexander, amounting in all to three hundred 
thousand men, were divided into three armies, one, 
called the first western army, which was now at Wilna, 
under Barclay de Tolly, the Russian minister of war, the 
extreme right being under Witt£reii-tein ; another, called 
the second western army, under Bagration, near Lida ; 
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the tbirdy otUed the bodj of Mtrve, whioh wm under 
Tomaiofy and fiirth«r to tlM ipiith. The jriaii of Nft* 
poleon, in dividing hie amy ta haa been deicribed, was, 

to occupy Tormasof on the south, and Wittgenstein on 
the north, by the attacks of Prince Schwartzenberg, 
and Maedonaldy reapectiv^ely, while the yiceroy piereed 
betvreen Bagration and Barclay, the king of Westphalia 
ftU upon the former, and he, himaelf, widi die main 
army, attacked Barclay at Wilna. The plan, however, 
laid down by Alexander and his minister, was to retire 
in all direak»ii8y aa the French adTanoed, and theae 
ordera were executed, by hia generala, with ftr mora 
promptness and skill than the forward movements of 
the French commanders. Jerome, aided by Davoust*8 
Qorpsy which waa detached £rom the main body, march* 
ed againat Bagratbn ; bat that able general fell back 
to Bobrinak, on the Berezba, thence through BfinA 
and Witepsk, and, after a spirited enf]^q:ement at Mo- 
hiiof, on the 23d of J uly, joined Barclay at Smolensk| 
on the dd of August. On the right, Barclay, fuseooH 
panied by the emperor Alexander, retired from Wilna, 
on the 28th of June, to an entrenched camp which had 
been constructed on the Dvvina ; he evariiated this on 
the 14th of July, and retired along the Dwina to Wit* 
ep^, and thence, auddeoly eluding the French pui^ 
auit, moved upon Smolenak where be waa joined by 

Ba^^ation. On tlie 2Sth, Napoleon entered Wilna; 
having sent Ney and Oudinot to drive back Barclay's 
extreme ri^t, under Wittgenstein, and Murat, with his 
cavalry, to pursue the main body, under Alexander* 
These advanced to the Dwina, Murat, with the ad- 
vanced guard, every evening coming up with the Rus- 
sian rearguard, and every morning finding that il had 
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escaped him. Napolecm, himself, remained at Wiha 

until the 16th of July, organizing the government of 
Luhuaoia, and despatching the mass of a^airs which 
now pressed upon him ; he thence sent forward all the 
corps of the army, under himself, with directions to 
concentrate before Witepsk. These orders were ex- 
ecuted with great precision ; the whole of the main 
hody of the army, on the 27th, united before tliat place 
in presence of Barclay, who with a large force, in a 
strong position, seemed determmed at last to meet the 
invaders in the field. An engagement immediately be- 
gan, but Napoleon, satisfied that a decisive coolest was 
now certain, ordered the attack to cease, in order that 
deliberate preparations might be made for the next day* 
He, accordingly, announced a battle ibr the following 
day. His parting words to Murat, were, " To-morrow, 
at five o'clock, the sun of Austerlitz/' Murat, who 
had daily been deluded by a sunilar expectation, re* 
marked to the emperor, that Barclay made a demon- 
stration of boldness by day, only, that he might retire 
more safely tliiring the night. Unable to satisfy Napo- 
leon of this, he exhibited his own confidence in his 
opinion by posting his tent on the banks of the Lue- 
zissa, almost in the midst of the enemy. By daybreak, 
on the 28th, he sent word to Niipoleoa that he was 
about to pursue the iiussians, who had already disap- 
peared : the emperor commanded him to observe great 
caation, for the enemy's whole army was cer^nly in 
front of him. He then mounted his horse, and rode 
toward Barclay's camp, which was found deserted : in 
fact, that general, receiving intelligence during the night 
of Bagration's retreat to Smolensk, bad quietly witb- 
dbrawn in the same direoiion. A Rusiian aoldieri wbo 
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was surprised asleep onder s bosh, was die solitiiy f»» 

salt of a day expected by Napoleon to be so decisiTe* 

Witcpsk was found equally deserted ! the roads were 
reconnoitred, but no trace of the Russian army was to 
be found. The French advanced six leagues over a 
deep sand and through a suffocating heat: the em* 
peror, in the evening, held a council in his tent, con- 
sisting of Murat, Eus^ene, and Berthier, and it w as de- 
cided that a further pursuit was then unadvisable. He 
then returned, with his guard, to Witepsk, and as he 
entered the imperial headquarters at that place, on the 
evening of the 28th, he threw his sword abruptly down 
on the maps with which his tables were covered, and 
exclaimed, Here I stop 1 here I must look around 
me, rally and refresh my army, and organize Poland : 
the campaign of 1812 b finished; that of 1813 will 
do the rest." 

Such was the judicious view, which, at this time. 
Napoleon took in respect to this great expedition. Mu« 
rat, impatient 4^ repose and covetous of excitement and 

glory, quitted the advanced guard, went to Witepsk, 
and sought a private inten iew with the emperor, for 
the purpose of stimulating him to further daring. He 
accused the Russians of cowardice, and represented 
them as a panic-struck army which his light cavaliy 
alone could put to flight. " Mui at," replied Napo- 
leon, " the first campaign in Russia is finished ; let us 
here plapt our eagles : two great rivers mark our posi- 
tion ; let us raise block-houses on that line ; let our 
fires cross each other In all directions ; let us form in 
square battalion ; cannons at the angles and exterior ; 
our quarters and magazines in the interior : 1S13 will 
see ns in Moieow;1814 in St. Fetsnburgh. The 
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Rttsnan war is t war of three yean.'' Such wis Ae 

sagacious pen eption of the emperor, and such the first 
conclusion of his judgment: happily had it been for 
him, says the Count de Segur, " if he had not after- 
ward mistaken the movements of his impatience for the 
inspirttions of genius." Soon, humw i win^ i EJ poMeal 
difficuhies that surrounded him began to render him 
deeply uneasy : his restless character, and that fervid 
enthusiasm that ever kindled as it came near the ohjects 
of its passion, combined to agitate and distract his 
mind. The idea of Moscow so near, so easy of con- 
quest, so full of e^Iory, ^tnng his ambitious spirit. The 
condition of the emperor, as described by one of his 
attendants, wUle the lusts of a morbid ambition were 
goading and inflaming a perplexed underatanding, 
might furnish a study for the genius of Shakspere. 
The state of irresolution which tormented his mind, 
affected his whole frame. He was observed to wander 
about his apartments, as if pursued by some dangerous 
temptation: nothing could rivet his attention ; he every 
moment began, quitted, and resumed liis labor: he 
walked about without any object ; inquired the hour 
and looked at his watch: completely absorfoedi he 
stopped, hummed a tune with an absent air, and again 
began walking about In the midst of bis perplexity, 
he occasionally addressed the persons whom he met 
with such half sentences as, Well, what shall we do! 
Shall we stay where We are, or advance ? How it pos- 
sible to stop short in the midst of so glorious a career 
He did not wait fur a reply, but still kept wandering 
ahont as if he was looking for something or somebody 
to terminate his indecision. At iengdiy quite over- 
wMmed with the wei|ht of 10 inqpoitMit ft ttouidit* 
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tlioD, he would throw hiinself on one of the heds which 
he had caused to be laid on the floor of his apartments. 

But when his body was at rest, his spirit was only 
more active. The reasons impcliing him to advance, 
and finish the campaign by a brilliant stroke, presented 
diemselres to him with irresistible force. Having at 
last determined, he hastily arises, as if not to allow time 
to his reflortion? to renew so painful a state of uncer- 
tainly, and already tilled with the plan which was to 
secure his conquest, he hastens to his maps, which pre- 
sent to his view the cities of Smolensk and Moscow ; 
"the great Moscow, the holy city,'' names which he 
repeated with satisfaction. Fired with this prospect, 
his spirit, replete with the energy of his great concep- 
tion, appears to be possessed by the genius of war. 
His voice deepens ; his eye flashes ; and his counte- 
nance grows (lai k with thonirht and resolution. His at- 
tendants retreat from his presence, struck with mingled 
awe and respect : but, at length, his plan is fixed, hb 
determination taken, his order of march traced out. In- 
stantly, the internal struggle hy which he had been agi- 
tated subsided ; and, no sooner was iie delivered of his 
tmible conception, than his countenance resumed its 
usual composed and tranquil character. 

Such is the striking picture which the faithful histo- 
rian of this campaign has left to posterity. With one 
exception, all his generals whom the emperor consulted 
at this time, were opposed to further advance ; Murat, 
alone, encouraged and urged his master to a step which 
so well accorded with his own daring and reckless tem 
per. No time was lost in putting in execution the res- 
olution which bad been taken Oudinot, reinforced by 
Si. Cy/s corps, was directed to put himself in com* 
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muoication with Macdonald : aDcl the rest of the innjTj 
one hundred and eighty'-fiYe thousand men, was ordered 
on the 10th of August, to move forward to the Boris* 

ihenes, in the direction of Orcha, by which the line of 
operations was changed from Witepsk to Minsk, and 
the enemy suddenly taken upon then: left flank and 
rear. By this fine military conception, the design 
upon Smolensk was concealed, and, while it was ap- 
proached from the left, the Russian army was put in 
danger of being cut off from Moscow, and the southern 
part of the empire. These designs were carried out, 
and the army assembled on the Dnieper, with Napo- 
leon's usual rapidity. He left Witepsk on the 13th, 
and in one day reached the Dnieper, which he ciossed 
at Rassasna, and advanced, along its left bank, upon 
Smolensk. On the Idth, the corps of Ney and Murat, 
encountered Newerofskoi, at Krasnoi, and, after a 
valiant resistance, he was diivcn into Smolensk; and, 
at an early hour on tlie following morning, his pursuers 
came in sight of that ancient city. Ney rashly ordered 
an assault on the citadel, and having been repulsed, he 
retired to a height near the river, to survey the scene 
before iiiiu. Perceiving an extraordinary movement 
of troops on the other side of the river, he ran to bring 
. the emperor to the spot. Napoleon, on reaching the 
heights, beheld an immense extent of dark columns, 
gliLtering with arms, approaching rapidly to the city. 
It was Barclay and Bagration, witli the whole Russian 
army, one hundred and twenty thousand etrong, ad- 
vancing to throw themselves into Smolensk. The em 
peror clapped his hands, and exclaimed, At last I 
have them !" The army was immediately drawn up 
for battle ; but another disappointment was to be ex- 



Di 



ADrANCB TO MOftOOW. 



pciieiiced. During the nig ht, Bafclay Miit Bigntkm 
with tbe bulk of the army to Elnta ; and at daybreak 

on the 17th, when Napoleon awoke with the hope of a 
great battle, nothing was to be seen of the RussianSi 
but a atroog rear-guard, under Barclay, retiring from 
the cky. A general asaanh was then ordered, but the 
night closed without its success ; but scarcely was it 
dark before tlhck black columns of smoke, succeeded 
by bursts of fire, were seen issuing from several distinct 
points, and soon one vast blaze, whirling and rising 
over Smolensk, covered tbe whole city and consumed 
it with a dismal roaring. Napoleon, seated before his 
tent, contemplated, in silence, this awful light, the cause 
of which was as inexplicable as its effect was ominous. 

On the following morning the French entered the 
city, which was found to be deserted and silent A 
gloomy terror now occupied tlie hearts of all the gen- 
erals. Napoleon's mind grew more resolute in its de- 
termination to reach Moscow, but his followers contem- 
plated it with dismay. Even Murat, at 6rst so eager 
for the enterprise, changeable in his temper as he was 
impetuous in his feelinfjs, earnestly deprecated so haz- 
ardous and laborious au undertaking. Napoleon, how- 
ever, thought it necessary to dissemble. He spoke of 
Smolensk as an excellent place for cantonments ; and 
when he sent the army ou in pursuit of the retreating 
Russians, he stated that his object was only to follow 
them a few marches. He took care, however, to in- 
trust the vanguard to Murat and Ney, the rashest and 
most excitable of his msrshals, and placed the cool and 
prudent Davoust under the command of the former. 
Meanwhile, Barclay retired along the road to St. Peters- 
buig for soma distuieo, and then by crosswaysregahied 
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the Moscow road at Valoutina. Here, on the 19th, a 
furious engagement ensued, in which, though the brave 
ry of the French was conspicuous, the Russians suc> 
ceeded in maintaining themselves till the retreat along 
the Moscow road was made good. The army advanced 
to Dorogobouge, and thence on llie 2Gth of August it 
set out again : Napoleon, Ney, and Davoust, in the cen^ 
tre, with Murat in advance, proceeded along the high- 
road to Moscow ; Poniatowski marched on the right, 
and the army of Italy on the left. On the 27th, Murat 
drove the enemy beyond the Osma, and pursued them 
with great daring through the narrow defile between 
the banks. At a critical moment, a battery in Davoust'a 
corps refused to fire ; and a violent quarrel between 
these marshals occurred in the presence of the emperor, 
who, though he respected the character of Davoust, 
sustained, at present, the dashing system upon which 
Murat was acting. The advance continued through 
Wiazma, and in the be^nning of September Gjatz was 
occupied. At last, the Russian army, joined by Mila- 
radowitch and sixteen thousand recruits, had stopped 
upon the plains of Borodino, and were covering it with 
entrenchments. The spirit of the country would no 
longer submit to Btirclay's system of perpetual retreat, 
but called for a trial of strength upon the field ; and 
Ktttuaoff, a veteran of the Suwarrow school, was placed 
in command. Napoleon announced a battle to his sol- 
diers, and allowed them two days' rest On the 4th of 
September, the arjuy in three divisions, with Murat a 
few leagues in advance, set out from Gjatz. Ever since 
Kutusoff had arrived, clouds of Cossacks had been hov<- 
ering about the heads of the columns, and Murat, irri- 
tated at the necessity of constantly deploying his cavalry 
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•gttnst 9uch enemies, on this day, with en tmpalse wor- 
thy of the days of chivalry, dashed forward suddenly 
and alone toward their line, and brandishing his sword 
irith a threatening air, commanded them to retire : the 
grandeur of his appeannce, the regal splendor of his 
dress, and the daring of the action, so astonished and 
impressed ihesebarljarian^, that they fell back in amaze- 
ment. Between Gjatz and Borodino, the Russian ad- 
vanced-guard, in a strong position, was assailed at once 
by Murat in front, Eugene on the left, and Poniatowski 
on the right, and speedily fell back, and disclosed the 
Russian array in position about Borodino, with a strong 
redoubt in a detached situation in front. Campan's di- 
vision instantly charged and carried the redoubt with 
the bayonet, but it was retaken by reinforcements sent 
by Bagration : three times was it recovered and as often 
was it lost, but at last it remained in possession of the 
French ; but with such loss to the regiment in advance, 
that when the emperor reviewed it the next day, he in- 
quired where was its third battalion : " In the redoubt." 
replied the colonel. 

During the 6th, the army was drawn up in order of 
battle : the emperor encamped in die midst of the old 
guard, and passed the night restless, agitated, and ill. 
His health had been visibly enfeebled, and his consti- 
tution was observed to have lost its elasticity and vigor, 
ever since the campaign began. Now a burning fever, 
accompanied by an attack from a painful malady to 
which be was subject,* rendered the night preceding 
this important battle, as wretched to his physical sensa- 
tions as the reflections upon his situation made it t(' bis 
mind* Lying sleepless in his tent, he was constandy 

* A NteBtloa ofurlM. 
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calling to know the hour, inquiring if any noise was 

heard, and sending persons to ascertain if the enemy 
was stiil before him. Then becoming uneasy about 
the state of his army, he sent for Bessieres, to know if 
his chosen reserve were in possession of everything 
they wanted. Satiified by the answer, he retired and 
fell into a doze. Awaking soon, he called again. His 
aide-de-camp found him now supporting his head with 
both hands, and seeming, from what was overheardi 
to be meditating on the emptiness of military glory ; 
"What is war?" he muttered : "a trade of bajbarians, 
the whole art of which consists in being strongest on a 
given point." He then complained of the fickleness 
of fortune, which he said he began to experience. Fi-> 
nally, being assured that the Russians were still before 
him, he tried to rest; but a fever, a dry cough, and a 
consuming thirst, distressed him. At five o'clock, an 
officer arrived from Ney, requesting orders to begin the 
attack. ' He rose with his wonted spirit, called Ms offi 
cers, and went out exclaiming, " We have them at last ! 
Forward ! Let us advance to open the gates of Mos- 
cow." He rode to the captured redoubt, and when the 
sun rose, he pointed to it and said, " Behold the sun of 
Austerlits !" But it was opposite to the French army, 
dazzling their eyes and revealing their movements to 
the enemy. The Russian positions extended in a semi- 
circular line two leagues in length, with their right on 
the Kologha and the Moskwa, and their left on the old 
Moscow road : their centre, which Barclay commanded, 
rented on the road from Siiiolcnsk to Moscow, and ex- 
tended from the village of Bemeuowski to Gorcka, over- 
looking Borodino, and supported by one principal re* 
doubt and several smaller ones. 
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Napoleon had ordered Poniatowski, oq the right, to 
begin the attack ; but before his firiog was heard, Eu- 
gene, on the left, had carried the town and bridge of 
Borodino, and his men having carelessly advanced too 

far, were thrown into disorder ;uui dilv en back. Na]>i>- 
leon ordered a general attack. Davoust, with two di« 
visions and thirty pieces of cannon in front* advanced 
briskly against die principal redoubt : their infantry re- 
served their fire until they were near enough to make 
it destructive, and as the discharges of tlie Russian mus- 
ketry were incessant, the French loss, especially among 
the officers, was fingbtful. Davoust himself was wound- 
ed. An aide-de-camp was sent to the emperor, sayin<r 
the guard was required : *' No !'* replied Na|joIt on ; 
" I shall take good care of that ; I will not Fee it de- 
stroyed : I shall gain the battle without it" Ney then 
advanced with his three divisions with urresisdble fury ; 
the redoubts were carried, and the enemy's left and 
centre driven h;u k. Mnrat was then ordered forward 
to complete the victory ; but, in die meanwhile, the Kus- 
sian second line had rallied, and aided by strong rein- 
forcements, advanced and drove back the assailants ; 
while the Westphalians, uudur Ponialovvski, coming 

upon the field on the extreme right, mistook Murat's 
cavalry, who were now retieating, for enemies, and 6red 
upon them. At the same time, the Russian horse, fol- 
lowing up the advantage, swept forward, surrounded 

Murat, who, in endeavoring to rally hi^ troops, had for- 
gotten himself, and were stretching out their hands to 
take hold of him, when he threw himself into a redoubt 
and escaped. There he seized a weapon, and fighting 

witii uiie liand. wiili the Other he raised and waved his 
well-known snow-white plume, and calling to his men 
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wbo were thrown into eonfbsion tnd penici gndualljr 
restored confidence and courage around him, while Ney 

re-foriijcd bis divisions, checked the enemy's cuirassiers, 
and Murat was rescued, and the heights on which the 
redoubt stood were reconquered. Incensed by tiie 
shock which he had experienced, Murat then placed 
himself at die head of two diWsions of cavalry, rushed 
upon the enemy, and after obstinate and renewed cbar- 
ges, broke their line, drove them back upon their cen- 
tre, and within an hour had totally defeated their left 
wing. Meanwhile, the great redouht, after repeated as- 
saults, was carried by Caulaincourt, who perished in 
tlie enterprise, and the Russian army, driven from their 
positions, began to retire. Napoleon was frequently 
urged to allow the guard to advance and render the 
victory decisive, but be constantly refused. In truth, 
he was suffering all day under illness and depression, 
which seemed to deprive him of all energy and all in- 
terest in the combat : hut his refusal to allow the guard 
to be engaged was the effect of a selfish love of power, 
which began already to contemplate the loss of the ar- 
my, with a determination to maintain his own political 
and personal safety. In this great battle, the force on 
both sides amounted to about one hundred and twenty 
thousand combatants, and six hundred pieces of can- 
non : the Russian loss was fifteen thousand killed, among 
whom were Prince Bragation and two generals, thirty 
thousand wounded, including thirty generals, besides 
thirteen pieces of cannon ; and the French loss was 
twelve thousand killed, including Caulaincourt, Mon- 
brun, and other generals, thirty-six thousand wounded, 
among whom were thirty generals, together wito ten 
pieces of cannon. 
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The Ruisiaa army fell beck to Mojeisky and fioali}* 
abandoned the protection of Moscow. Murat, in com* 

mand of the advanced-guard, dashed on with his accus- 
tomed recklessness ; near Krymskoie, on the 11th of 
September, overtaking the enemy's rear strongly post- 
ed, he attacked them with such rashness that two Uiou* 
sand of the young guard were killed, and Mortier, in a 
rage, wrote to the emperor, \s ho remained ill at Mo- 
jaiski that he would no longer obey Moral's orders. 
Davottst soon after obtained access to the emperor's 
person, and offered, in spite of his wound, to take com- 
mand of the vanguard, and promised that he would reach 
the enemy and compel him to fitrht, without squander- 
ing the lives of the soldiers as Murat did ; but Napo- 
leon answered him only by extolling the daring and 
indefatigable energy of his brother. On the 14th of 
September, Napoleon, heing somewhat recovered ia 
health, joined the advanced-guard. He mounted liis 
horse a few leagues from Moscow, having previously 
driven in his carnage. About two o'clock in the day» 
the army arrived upon the eminence called the Hill 
of Salvation," from which the holy city bccuiiies visi- 
ble. Glittering wit^i a thodsand varied colors, as tlie 
sunrays flashed from its gilded cupolas, it burst upon 
the eyes of the French soldiers hke the fabled city of 
an Eastern tale. They rushed forward in disorder to 
the brow of the hill, exclaiming, " Moscow! Moscow !'• 
Napoleon hastened forward, and an exclamation of joy 
burst from his lips : There, at last,'' he said, is that 
famous city and then added, it is high time." Na- 
poleon now entertained strong hopes that a deputation 
from tiie boyers, or from the citizens, making submis- 
sion, would appear ; but the city remained silent and 
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inanimate. An officer from Milaradowitch, however, 
came to declare that the city would be fired, unless the 
rear of the army was allowed time to evacuate it; and 
an informal armistice for the day tooic place* The 
skirts' of the two armies were intermingled for a short 
time; and Muratwas recognised by the Cossack.-;, who 
thronged familiarly about him, and by their gestures 
and exclamations demonstrated their admiration of his 
character. One of them called him his heiman. He 
took the watches of his officers, and distribnted them 
among these children of the desert. Meanwhile, the 
dreadful whis{>er began to be circulated, Moscow is 
deserted Napoleon refused to give credit to it, and 
advanced to the Dorogomilow gate* Mural tirged him 
for permission to enter: "Well," he replied, "enter, 
then, since they wish it. Perhaps these people do not 
know how even to surrender." Murat, with his long, 
close column of cavalry, defiled through the gate and 
advanced along the principal street. Silence and soli- 
tude rested over everything. Shuddering at a desertion 
so ominous, these soldiers passed on in a stillness as 
profound as that which they met. The whole city was 
traversed^ and Murat, issuing through the opposite gate, 
from which the Russian rear-guard had departed, dashed 
forward along the road to Wlademer and Asia. 

Such was the termination of this extraordinary 
march. The wonderful incidents of the stay at Mos- 
cow, and the horrors of its retreat belong to other parts 
of the present work. 

The pride of Murat, as connected with the army of 
Russia, ceased with the arrival at Moscow, and, in the 
close of the retreat, bis honor sank with hia spirits* 
About the 6th of October* aa iafimnal and partial 
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armistice was established, detormiDable upon three 
hours* notice, aod during ill contiouaace Murnt was 
constantly made the dope of the enemy's flatteries* 

Showing himself at their advanced post% they cajoled 
him by the notice which tlie} look ol his fine persoiH 
and the respect which they a^ected to pay to his bravety 
and rank. Their vedettes obeyed his orders ; ami if 
he took a fancy to any part of the ground which they 
occupied, they cheerfully eave it up to him. The 
Cossack chiefs pretended to manifest an enthusiasm 
for liim, and Murat, ibr a moment, imagined that they 
would not again fight against him. It was believed, in- 
deed, that he indulged in yet wilder visions ; for, Na- 
poleon, while reading his letters, was heard to exclaim, 
"Murat, king of the Cossacks! What folly!" At 
length, after some days, the illusion was disp^ed* A 
Cossack fired at Murat one rooming when he came, as 
usual, to show himself at the advanced po.^Ls ; and, the 
former, exasperated, declared the armistice at an end. 
The battle of Wiokowo followed, on the 8th of October. 
Murat, dexterously led onward by KutusofiT, was there 
attacked by superior numbers ; his first line was sur- 
prised and overtlirov« n, his left outflanked, and his re- 
treat with difficulty ejected, with the loss of three or 
four thousand men, twelve pieces of cannon, twenty 
ammunition-wagons, taken, two generals killed, and 
himself wounded. The advanced guard had ceased to 
exist. The cavalry that survived, emaciated with 
hunger, were scarcely enough to make a single charge* 
When Napoleon quitted the army, at Maiodeczno, 
on the 5th of December, 1816, he left Murat in com- 
mand of the army ; but his utter incapacit)^ to the duty 
of regulating the retreat soon devolved the toil, in 
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FoluDtarily, upon Ney* In the chasm which the de* 
parture of Napoleon made,'^ says Segur, " Marat was 
scarcely perceptible." At Wilna, as soon as the well- 
knovrn, but the no less appalling, cry, " Here are the 
Cossacks !" was heard, Murat, who might ha^e de- 
fended the place four-and-twenty hours longer, and 
saved many lives, was among the first to fly. He was 
seen forcing his way through the crowd, and fleeing 
alone and on foot from the city. But darker traits 
were soon to develop themselves: not only did his 
want of fortitade disgrace his character as a soldier, but 
a selfish solicitude for his crown, led him to conspire 
in the basest manner against his benefacter and bis 
brother. At Gumbinnen, where the remains of the 
Russian army rallied, previously to the detailing of the 
difibrent corps to the fortresses along the Vistula, Mu- 
1 at assembled the various commanders, whose control 
JSapoleon had conflded to his hands. To them he 
declared that it was no longer possible to serve such 
a madman ; that there was no safety in supporting hb 
cause; that no monarch in Europe could now place 
any reliance on his word, or in treaties concluded with 
him : he, himself, was in despair for having rejected 
the propositions of the £nglish ; had it not been ibr 
that, he would still be a great monarch, such as the 
emperor of Austria, and kino; of Prussia." Davoust 
cut him abruptly short. ** The king of Prussia, and 
the emperor of Austria," said he, are monarchs by 
the grace of God, of time, and the custom of nations* 
But, as for you, you are only a king by the grace of 
Napoleon, and of the blood of Frenchmen ; you can 
not remain so but through Napoleon, and by continu* 
ing united to France* Tou are misled by the blackest 
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iiigntitude." The other manhab remained eilent; 
and, Mttrat, mortified hj the exposure he had made of 

himself, was put entirely out of countenance. It waa 
not very long, however, before the king of Naples con- 
summated his disgrace, by an open abandonment ofhis 
poet, and palpahle treachery to his indulgent master. 
And, from this time, Murat's character, yielding every 
seiuiincnt of honor to the sordid desire of maintaining 
his throne, loses every semblance of respectability and 
honor. Arriving at Posen, in east Pmssiay on the 16th 
of January, 1813, he suddenly resigned his duty into 
the hands of Eugene, and set out for his dominions in 
Italy. "The km^r, your husband," wrote Napoleon 
to Caroline, on the 24th, "abandonee! the nrmy on the 
}6th. He is a very brave man on the field of battle ; 
but he b feebler than a woman or a monk, when not 
in the presence of the enemy. He is destitute of moral 
courage." " I suppose," he wrote soon after, to Mu- 
rat, "that you are one of those who think that the lion 
is dead. You will find that you are mistaken* You 
have done rae all the mischief that yon could, since my 
departure from '\\'ihia. Your elev ation to the throne 
has turned your head." The allies, at this time, eager 
to detach the emperor's allies from his side, were ma- 
king advantageous offers to the king of Naples ; but die 
latter, not yet sati^^fied that Napoli un's cause was hope- 
less, was not ready openly to abandon him. At length, 
when the emperor appeared in Saxony, at the head of 
a splendid host, had won the hatdes of Lutzen and 
Bautzen, and had entered Dresden and revived the pres- 
tigfe of his fortune, Murat hastened to join him, at Gorletz, 
on the 17th of August, 1813, with the offer of his ser- 
vices. Napoleon received him indulgenttyi and gave 
Vol. IL— 15 
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bim again the command of the cavalry : and, certainly, 
his valor and conduct at the battles of Dresden and 
Leipsig, illustrated the highest order of devotion, bra- 
very, and ability. But, when the inspiration of battle 
was over, which seemed to be the only support of hia 
honor, as well as his distinction, and he became Hm 
slave of the political anxieties which beset him, a miser- 
able scene of vacillation and intrigue followed. He 
took leave of Najioleon, for the last time, at Erfurth, on 
tlie 23d of October ; and, soon after, opened confiden- 
tial and inconsistent negotiations with Napoleon and with 
Mettemich ; and, finally, on the 11th of January, en* 
tered into a treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, 
with Austria, with the sanction of the allies, by which 
she guarantied his Italian dominions, and he engaged 
to join their army, on the Po, with thirty thousand men* 
In thus becoming an open enemy of France, it is just 
to state, that he declared he was induced to take the 
step, in consequence of Napoleon's having expressed a 
resolution to dethrone him, and incorporate Naples 
with the kingdom of Italy. But there was no excuse 
for what followed* Having invaded and occupied 
Bologna, Ancoiia, and Rome, he issued, on the IGth 
of January, 1816, a proclamation in these terms: 
^Soldiers ! as long as I could believe that the emperor 
Napoleon fought for the peace and happiness of France, 
I stood by his side ; but that illusion is no longer pos- 
sible. He breathes nothing but war. I should be false 
to the interests of my native country, and my present 
Jdngdom, and to yours, if I did not separate my armies 
from his, and join those great alliee who respect the 
independence of nations, and the dignity of thrones. 
Soldiers! there are but two banners in Europe: on 
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one ara inscribed * religion, moi»liqr« jnstioai kw, 
peace^ and happinen on the otheri * peraeentkNiy ar* 
tifice* vkdence, tyranny, war, and sorrow, to all poo* 

pie.'" To this iiiuviincnt of Miirat, Napoleon 
attributed, in a great degree, his own ruin : and ire* 
quentlj apoke of him aa paving the eventa of 
1814, and being one of the principal cauaea of the 
banishment to St. Helena. He neutralized Eu^ne, on 
the Po, and foijebt against hiiii, vvh(jrea?, by uniting 
together, they might have descended into Ucrniany, 
fallen upon the rear of the alliea, and cut off their re- 
treat Of his proclamation. Napoleon apoke with the 
deepest indio;nalion. It is difficult," said he, to 
conceive anything disgraced by a greater degree of 
turpitude : he says, in that document, that the moment 
is come to choose between two banners, that of crime* 
and that of firtue* It is my banner which he^alls the 
banner of crime! and, it i.s IVIurat, my creature, the 
husband of my si3ter, the man who owed everything to 
me, who exists by me, and is known through me alone : 
it is Murat who writes this ! It is impossible to desert 
the cause of misfortune with more unfeeling brutality, 
and to run with more uubiushing baseness to hail a 
new destiny." 

But the weakness of this prince, was destined to 
punish itself: and, a second treachery, caused, as be- 
fore, by selfishness and moral cowardice, brought his 
speedy ruin. His head was turned on hearing of Na- 
poleon's arrival in France. Accustomed to the em- 
peror's great reverses of fortune, he thought he saw 
him already master of all Europe : and determined, in 
the confusion likely to ensue, to considt \m own safety 
by establishing the independence of Italy. Ho began 
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hoBtUities at once; crossed the Po, on the Sist of 

March, IS 16, and published a proclamation from Ri- 
mioii caHing upon the Italians to assert their independ- 
ence* He» at first, gained considerable success, and 
the Austrians were driven to the Po ; but soon con- 
centrating their forces, Murat was defeated, and com- 
pelled to retreat to Naples. During the retreat, he 
exhibited all the daring and reckless valor, for which 
he had once been distinguished ; he charged the Au»- 
trians, repeatedly, at the head of his troops, and seemed 
to seek for death. He entered Naples, secretly, on the 
evening of the 19th of May, and immediately proceeded 
to iiis palace, where he appeared before the queen, pale 
and emaciated, in the dress of a lancer* Tenderly em- 
bracing her, he said, All is lost, madam, but my life; 
and thill 1 hav e not heen able to lose." He took fare- 
well of bis children, had his hair cut short, and dressing 
himself in a plain gray suit, he proceeded on foot to the 
seashore, accompanied only by his nephew, a colonel 
in the lancers. Embarking in a little boat, he pro- 
ceeded to the neiffhborlncr island of Ischia, where he 
remained three or four days, unknown, and then, per- 
ceiving a small vessel approaching the coast to the 
east, he got into a fishing-boat and rowed out to it It 
belonged to the king's <]^rand-equery, who, together 
with the king's aide-de-cainp, was on board of it, and 
in search of the king. They landed at Cannes, on the 
27th or 28th of May ; and, Murat wrote to Fouche» 
desiring him to apprize the emperor that it was his in* 
ten lion to proceed to Paris. Napoleon, by way of 
answer, demanded, What treaty of peace had been 
concluded between France and Naples, since 1814;" 
and sent him word that he must remain where he wag. 
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< I shoold hare taken him with me, to Waterloo,'* add 

Napoleon, speaking of this, afterward, at St. Helena ; 
" but such was the patriotic and moral feeling of the 
French army (who looked upon faia declaration of 
war, in 1814, as the cause of their auhaequent diaaatera), 
diat it was doubtful whether the troops could surmount 
the horror and dis^st which they felt, for the man who 
had betrayed and lost France. I did not consider my- 
aelf sufficiently powerful to protect him. Yet he might 
have enabled us to gain the victory. How uaefiil he 
would have been at certain periods of the battle ! He 
would have broken three or four English squares : Mu- 
rat was admirable in such a service as this ; . be waa 
precisely the man for it." 

Murat, after the batde of Waterloo, applied to Bir 
Charles Stuart, for the prince regent's permission to 
find an asylum in England, which was declined. He 
then fixed himself at TouliMi, and prepared a vesael to 
sail to Havre. He was here obliged to conceal him- 
self from the vindicdve and fanatica] royalists, who 
eagerly sought his life. His vessel was seized by his 
enemies, and compelled by them to put to sea without 
him, carrying away his attendants, his money, and hb 
clothes, and leaving him without even a change of 
linen. After encountering a vai iety of perils, he em- 
barked, on the evening of the 22d of August, in an 
open boat, with three other persons, for Corsica, which, 
after four or five days' exposure, they reached in safety. 
A curious and interesting narrative of the incidents of 
the king's wanderings, was published by his aide-de- 
camp, M. Macerone, in 1817, which exhibits a scene 
of romantic perils, exceeding even the adventures of 

Prince Charles Edward. He established himself al 

16» 
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Ajaccio, and organized a small force for the purpose 
of reaching Naples, and attempting to recover his king- 
dom. Meanwhile, M. Macerone arrived with per- 
mission, from Metternich, for him to take up his abode 
in Austria, and with a passport for him to Trieste: 
hut it was too late ; he had determined to risk everj^- 
thing in the design of re-obtaining his throne. About 
midnight, on the 28th or 29th of September, he em- 
barked with two hundred and fifty veterans, of tried 
courage and daring, and a little squadron of five small 
vessels, for Salerno, thirty miles from Naples, where a 
number of old Neapolitan troops were assembling. 
On the following night, however, a violent storm sepa- 
rated the vessels, and, on its subsiding, the king ibund 
himself, without the rest of his fleet, ofif the town of 
Piszo, where he immediately landed, with his boat^s 
company, consisting of thirty-one persons, all veteran 
officers, among whom was General Franceschetti. He 
was received widi enthusiastic cheers by some of the 
coast-guards, and passed through Pizza, toward Montele- 
one. When they were about half way to the latter town, 
they saw a strong party of armed men, under Colonel 
Trentacapelli, approaching from Pizzo, which they 
supposed that the colonel had collected for the purpose 
of joining them. They halted, and when the party 
came up, the king advanced a few steps, and some of 
his followers cried, "Viva il Re Gioachino!" which 
was answered by a volley of muskets. A sharp en* 
counter took place, in which several of Murat's conn 
pany were killed, after fighting desperately ; and, Mu- 
rat, finding it impossible to prevail, determined to regain 
his vessel. But the captain of his vessel, hearing the 
firing, had put to sea, and the fishing-boat, into 
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which the monarch threw himMlf, was, unlttckOjr, 
aground and could not be got oC The boat was 

speedily surrounded, but no one laid hands upon 
the formidable hero : he stood up, unarmed, amidst 
his enemies, and besought them to let him go. He, 
finally, produced his Austrian passport Um Trieste: 
but, all being in vab, he at length yielded himself to 
his pursuLis. Intelligence was at once sent, by tele- 
graph, to Naples, where Ferdinaod the i ourth had suc- 
ceeded to the throne of his fathers ; and orders to as- 
semble a court-martial, for the trial of Muiat, were 
returned by the same rapid conveyance. A summary 
trial ami condemnation took place. He received his 
sentence with a smile of scorn ; and wrote an affec- 
tionate letter of farewell to his wife and children, which 
he eamesdy begged might be safely delivered. He 
then asked for the services of a clergyman, and received 
the eucharist, declanng that he thought it his duty to 
die in the profession of the religion in which he had 
been educated* Refusing to at upon the stool which 
was offered to him, or to have his eyes bandage tl, he 
stood up before the line of soldiers, who were to carry 
his sentence into execution, and, pressing to his heart a 
picture of his wife and children, which be carried about 
his person, received with a smile the fiUal fire* He 
died in the forty-niiith year of his age. 

When this intelligence reached Napoleon at 8t. Hele- 
na, it excited but little sympathy for him who had so 
grievously injured his master. Murat," said the em- 
peror, was doomed to be our bane. He mined us by 
forsaking us, and lie ruined us by too warmly espous- 
ing our cause." At the time of his attacking the Aus- 
trians. Napoleon supposed himself to be on the point of 
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concluding an arrangement of neutrality with Austna i 
but Morat*8 conduct gave that empire ground to accuse 
Napoleon of ambitious designs, and produced an unfa- 
vorable effect on the negotiations. Murat was a man 
of warm affections, and undoubtedly attached in feeling 
to the emperor ; but the weakness of his character, his 
rashness, and his vanity, were the ruin of both himself 
and his benefactor. " Murat's unfortunate end," said 
Napoleon, when he heard of bis death, corresponds 
with his conduct He was endowed with extraordinary 
Courage and litde mtelligence. The too great dispro- 
portion between these two qualifications explains the 
man entirely. He is one of the principal causes of our 
being here. But the fault is originally mine. There 
were seyeral men whom I had made too great : I had 
raised them above the sphere of their intelligence.*' 

To break up and disorder the solid masses of an ene- 
my's line of battle, or, when a battle was gained, to turn 
a defeat into a rout, and win the splendid trophies of 
the triumph, Muraf s services were of priceless value. 
^*At the head of a body of horsemen," said Napoleon, 
no man was ever more resolute, more courageous, or 
more brilliant.'' Those who might have been disposed 
to doubt how much he contributed to the immense re- 
sults of Jena, could not be struck with the effects of 
his absence at Wagram and Friedland. Murat could 
make the most of a corps of cavahy ; but there all his 
value and all his ability ceased. In combinations of 
military forms, in the conception of complicated move- 
ments, in the judgment that weighs perplexed elements 
of reason, and deduces a sound conclusion from hete- 
rogeneous considerations, his power was nothing. Na- 
poleon ever mentioned him with unbounded applause 
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of his courage, aad utter coateiupt for his judgment. 
*^ With respect to phTsical courage," said he, it was 
impossible for Mtirat and Ney not to be brave ; but no 

men ever possessed less nioial courage, tlie former ia 
particular." To O'Meara he drew a portrait of this 
remarkable man, which may serve in place of any iofe« 
rior sketching : Murat," he said, was the best cavalry 
officer in the world. There were not, I believe, two such 
oilicers in the world as Murat for the cavalry, and Drouot 
for the artillery. Murat was a most singular character. 
Four^d-twenty years ago, when he was a captain, I 
made him my aide-de-camp, and subsequently raised 
him to be what he was. He loved, I may rather say, 
adored me. In my presence he was, as it were, struck 
with awe, and ready to fall at my feet. I acted wrong 
in having separated him from me, as without me he was 
nothing. With me, he was my right arm. Order Mu- 
rat to attack and destroy four or live thousand men in 
such a direction, it was done in a moment; but leave 
him to himself, he was an imhecUef without judgment. 
I can not conceive how so brave a man could be so 
laehe. He was nowhere brave unless before the ene- 
my. There he was, probahly, the bravest man in the 
world. His boiling courage carried him into the midst 
of the ^emy, covered with feathers and glittering with 
gold. How he escaped is a miracle, being always a 
distinguished mark, and fired at by everybody. Even 
the Cossacks admired him on account of his extraordi- 
nary bravery. Kvery day Murat was engaged in single 
combat with some of them, and never retomed with- 
out his sabre dropping with the blood of some of those 
whom he had slain. He was a paladin, in fact a Don 
Quixote, in the field ; but take him into the cabinet, he 
was a poltroon, without judgment or decision.'* 
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1IAR0HAL OF FRANCB, HAT 19, UM. 

OVXX OF TBSVtfO. 

Edward Adolphus Casimir Joseph Mortibr— 
Long Monier, as Napoleon sometimes familiarly called 
him, from his elevated stature — son of Antony Charles 
Joseph Mortier, one ef the deputies of the statech 
general, was born at Chateau-Garobr^sis, on the 18th 
of February, 1768. He began his career in tlie army 
of the north, which he entered as a sub-lieutenant, and 
became a captain in 179I9 and a major and adjutant- 
general in 1793. In 1795, he was transferred to the 
army of the Sambre and Mouse, with the rank of chief 
of brigade, which is equal to that of colonel ; he there 
served during 1795 and 1796, was made brigadier- 
general and general of division in 1799, and was em- 
ployed successively in the armies of the Danube and 
of Switzerland. In 1800 and ISOl, he was at the 
head of the seventeenth military division ; and in the war 
against England, he invaded Hanover, at the head of 
the French troops, ui 1803. In 1804, he was ap- 
pointed one of the commanders of the consular guard, 
a mai^hal of the empire, and a ^rund officer of the 
legion of honor. During the campaign of Austerlitz, 
in 1805, he commanded the infantry of the guard fer 
a time; but as the army was advancing down die 
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Danubet Munt and Laimefl fisrmiiig the advanced guard 
on the right bank, four divisions, amounting in all to 

twenty thousand men, were detached to the left bank 
under the command of Mortier, to harass the rear and 
flank of the retreating RussianSt and with orders to 
keep up with Murat's advanced guard on the right 
bank. The indiscreet precipitancy with which Murat 
rushed onward down the Danube, very nearly proved 
fatal to Mortier; for on the 11th of November, while 
Mortier with Gazan's division had passed the defile of 
Diernstein, and was engaged in a fierce attack on 
Kutusoflfs rearguard, Doctoroff marched back through 
the mountains, and, occupying Diernstein, cut off 
Mortier from a retreat. With the utmost discretion and 
coolness, Mortier adopted the only judicious course, 
which was, to fight his way to the other divisions which 
were coming up. He accordingly returned toward 
the defile, which was now occupied on all sides by the 
enemy, who opened a destructive fire upon the de- 
voted band. Advancing in close cohiam, and attacked 
both in front and rear, Mortier sustained himself with 
heroic resolution. Two thirds of the division were 
killed, three eagles were taken, and Mortier, apparently 
on the point of falling into the hands of the Russians, 
was advised to cross the river in a boat which was 
fastened to the shore. "No," was his noble reply; 
" leave that resource for the wounded : a general who 
- has the happiness to command such troops as these, 
should deem himself happy in sharing their perils* 
Let us close up and make a last efibrt** The fire of 
Duponrs division, which was hastening up on the 
other side of Diernstein, was now heard, and the sol- 
dm fth diflt diiir raliaf was at hand. Night eloaed, 
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howeyer, and the strength of this Spartan group was 
nearly exhausted, when the shouts of their comrades 

an u inn^ to their relief were heard. A renewed attack 
was made on DoctorofF's columns, which now, assailed 
on both sides, were forced to retreat through the liiils ; 
and the soldieiB of Gassan's division threw themselves 
into the arms of theur comrades, crying : ^ You have 
saved us at last/* Three thousand were killed in this 
terrible combat. The next day, Mortier recrossed the 
Danube, and the left bank was left to the enemy. 

In the campaign of 1806, he had for some time 
the superior command of the and eighth corps of 
the <rrand ;iriiiv of Russia; but he was detached* from 
it after it bad passed the Rhine, and was ordered to 
occupy Hanover, the Hesse towns, and Hamburg. 
On die 19th of November, Hamburg was taken pos- 
session of by the French army in the name of tiic 
emperor, amid the utmost order and tranquillity. Mar- 
shal Mortier, in the execution of the specific commands 
which he had received from the emperor, was obUged 
to make very rigorous exactions, but he moderated 
their severity as much as it was possible for him to do. 

I am bouad,*' says Bourrienne, who was then resident 
at Hamburg as minister plenipotentiaiy, " to bear tes- 
timony to the marshal's honorable principles and dig- 
nity of character." By the famous Berlin decree of 
November 21, 1806, Mortici was obliged to order all 
English merchandise in the Hanse towns ; but he en- 
forced the decree only so far as to give it a formal 
obedience. He was engaged during the winter of 
1806— '07, in reducing Colberg, Stralsund, and other 
fortresses on the Oder and Vistula ; and after the dis- 
appearance of Augereau's corps at the battle of Eyku, 
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Mortiei^s troops were brought up from Pomeraoia and 
became the eighth corj^s of the army. 

in 1808» Mortier was created duke of Treviso, and 
flooQ after ww Mt into Spain. Ha commanded the 
fifih corps during the SpaniBh war until 1811. He 
assisted at the siege of Sarajiossa, but in general his 
operations were marked with little vigor or ability. In 
1811, he became colonel-genml of the ardlleiy, the 
aappen^ and the marines of the gaard ; and in 1810 
was pkoed at the head of the yoong guard, and in that 
capacity took part in the Russian invasion. 

When Napoleon entered Moscow on the evening of 
the 14th of September, 1812, he appointed Mortter 
goremor of the dty. Above everything," were his 
directions, " no pillage ! For this you shall answer 
to me with your life. Preserve Moscow agaiiiai all, 
both friends and foes." The gloomy silence which 
received the troops soon became more alarming, by 
the reports mhkh arrived of fire having broken ont in 
several remote quarters of the city, where none of the 
army had yet penetrated. Napoieofi concealed the 
fdarm which this intethgence created, and issued re* 
pealed orders to have the flames subdeed and the 
utmost care employed to prevent their breaking out. 
About two o'clock on the morning of the 15th, the 
exchange, in the centre of the city, was on fire. At 
cbyligbt the emperor hastened to the spot, and tfareatp 
eaed the young gaard and Morder. Hie latter di- 
rected the emperor's attention to the houses covereJ 
with iron and hrmly closed, out of which, nevertheless, 
lbs smoke was isBQiag* It was known at the same 
tiaie tet the French patrols had smed a number of 
Russians, of the lowest order of wretchedness, who 
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were said to have been released from prison when the 

city was abandoned, and who, whether employed by 
the government, or incited by their passions and by a 
hope of plunder, were openly running from palace to 
palace, and from house to house, setting fire to every- 
thing that came in their way. I saw several of those 
nniscreants," says Baron Larrey, "taken in the act; 
lighted matches and combustibles were found in their 
possession." Napoleon contemplated the prospect with 
a shudder : but Mortier performed his duty with unre* 
laxing diligence. By day he was able to subdue the 
fire ; and the incendiaries kept themselves concealed. 
But at night they issued forth again ; and the spec- 
tacle of the lurid flame bursting forth from palaces and 
stores in every direction, attested the presence of a 
mysterious and dreadful enemy. On the ]6th, the 
flames, driven in every direction by the violent equi- 
noctial wind wliich was raging, had devastated the 
greater part of the populous quarters of the city : most 
of the officers sought refuge in the halls of the Krem- 
lin. " The chiefs and Mortier himself,'* says Sefi^r, 
overcome by the fire, with which for thirty-six hours 
they had been contending, there dropped down from 
fatigue and despair.'' At length the cry passed from 
mouth to mouth, " The KremUn is on fire Napo- 
leon, who had passed two days of anguish and dismay, 
hastily descended into the street, and desired to be 
guarded out of the city, to the imperial palace of 
Pelrowski, a league on the road to Petersburgh. 

*' l>ut we were encircled," says Segur, " by a sea of 
Are, which blocked up all the gates of the citadel, and 
frustrated the first attempts that weie made to depart. 
After some seaicht we discovefed a postern gate lead- 
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log between the rocks to the Moskowa. By this nsr- 

row uassage, Napoleon, with his ofliccrs and guard, 
escaped from the Kremlin. But the city, which roared 
around them like an ocean of flame, was yet to be traT- 
ersed.' No time was to be lost A single narrowt 
winding street, all on fire, appeared to be rather the 
entrance than the outlet to this hell. The emperor 
rushed instantly forward on foot into this narrow pas- 
sage. He proceeded amid the crackling of flames* the 
crashing of floors, the fall of burning timbers and of 
red-hot iron roofs, and all the horrors of a tremendous 
conflagration. The flames, roaring irom the tops of 
the buildings between which the party proceededi were 
blown together by the wind, and formed an arch over 
their heads. Surrounded on every side by fire, and in 
an atiiiosphere filled with fire, they rushed along in 
doubt as to the issue which the road miglit afford. At 
this instant of inexpressible distress, when safety con- 
sisted only in a rapid advance, the guide stopped, in 
uncertainty and as^itation. Fortunately, some pillagers 
of the first corps here recogoLsed the emperor amid the 
whirling flames ; they ran up and guided him toward 
the smoking ruins of a quarter which had been reduced 
to ashes in the morning. It was then necessary to 
pass a long convoy of powder which was defilini: ainid 
the hre : but this peril was at last surmounted, and by 
nightfall the emperor reached Petrowski. The next 
morning, which was the 17th of September, the em- 
peror looked toward the city, which resembled a vast 
spout of fire rislnfr in whirlinf!; eddies to the sky, which 
it colored : lie observed a long and gloomy silence, 
and then exclaimed : < This forbodes great misfortunes 
to us/ •* 
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The fiff« conttniied to nge with unabated torrer aai 
ittblimity. *^It would be difficult,^* says the Barai 

Larrey, " under any circumstances, to imagine a pic- 
ture more horrible tiiaii that with which our eyes were 
aiSlicted* It was more particularly during the night 
betwem the 18th and 19th of September* the period 
when the fire was at its highest pitch, diet its eonse- 
quences presented a terrific spectacle ; the weather 
was fine and dry, and the wind was blowing from north 
and east During that night, the dceadfuL image of 
which will never be effiieed from my reeoUectioo, the 
whole of the city was on fire.^ Large columns of fkmes, 
of various colors, shot up from every quarter, covering 
the whole horizon, and diffusing a glare of light and a 
heat which scorched al a considerable distance. These 
masses of fire, driyen on by a violent wind, were ac- 
companied in their rise and ra^d movement by a 
dreadful whizzing, and by thundering explosions, which 
were produced by the gunpowder^ saltpetre, reinn, 
and Iffandy, with which the greater part of the houses 
and shops had been filled. The varnished »on plates 
which covered the buildinocs were torn off* bv effect of 
the heat^ and carried to a great distance ; huge beams 
and rafters of fire, seised by the flames, were thrown 
an immense way ofiT, carrying the combustion to re- 
mote and isolated dwelHiigs. Every one stood mute 
with terror and consternation. I remained with a very 
small number of my comrades, in a house built of 
stone, which stood alone, near the Kremlin: thence I 
was enabled to observe this appalling conflagration.** 

A few days after, Napoleon returned to MosiCow, in 
which only the Kremlin and a few scattered houses 
were left standing. On the 19th of October, after 
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eveiy hope of negotialioiis with the Riunas govern* 

ment was at an end, Napoleon left Moscow, and began 
his retreat by the way of KaUiun. Mortier was left 
with a rear-guard of eight thousand men to occupy the 
city aod cover the maich of the army and the retreat 
of the different convoys. Barrels of gunpowder were 
placed in all the halls of the palace oi" the czars, and 
one hundred and eighty-three thousand pounds of 
powder under the vaults upon which they rested. 
Morder's orders were to defend the Krmnlin, and^ on 
retu-ing, to blow it up and bum what yet remained of 
the city. The iiurepid marshal resigned himself with- 
out hesitation. He was looked upon as a devoted 
victim* The other marshals took leave of him with 
tears ; and Napoleon» as he left him, said that he re* 
lied on his good fortune ; but still, in war, we must 
sometimes make part of a fire." For four days the 
heroic marshal remained above this volcano, which a 
single Russian shell would have exploded. At length, 
deposidng in a secret and safe place a skilfully-prepared 
firework, the combustion of which was accurately cal- 
culated, and lighting it by a slow fire, Mortier left tiie 
city with rapidity. While he was moving away, a 
horde of squalid Muscovites and Cossacks, enticed by 
the hope of plunder, came into the city. They list- 
ened, bur all was quiet; emboldened by the solitude 
which seemed to prevail, they penetrated to the Krem- 
lin. Eagerly anticipating the spoil that awaited them, 
they ascended the stairs, and were spreading themselves 
throuf^h the splendid halls, when the train exploded : in 
an instant the mighty edifice and its contents, among 
which were thirty thousand stand of arms, sent into 
myriads of fragments, were whirled aloft into the air; 
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aad after a long intern!, the mangled Itmbe of the 
wfetehed plunderers, mingled with (Mattered weapons 

and pieces of wall, fell to the earth in a horrible shower. 
The earth shook beneath the feet of M(»tier ; the em-* 
peror, ten leagues aSf heard the tremendous explo- 
sion : the last vengeance of French ambition had been 
taken against the capital ^ich had been its &te. On 
the 24th, Mortier reached Vereia and joined the anny» 
now on its retreat through Smolensk* 

In 1813 and 1814, Mortier continued faithfullf to 
serve the emperor* In the latter year, when the allies 
were advancing to Paris, Mortier with difficulty reached 
the capital, and, together with Marmont, defended the 
citj until an armistice and a surrender were deemed 
indispensable. He was quicklj received into favor by 
Louis XVni., who made him governor of the si^enlb 
military division, a chevalier of the order of St. Louis, 
and a peer of France. After the return of Napoleon 
be received» on the 8th of J uoe, 1816, the command of 
all the cavalry of the guard* He gave up the com- 
mand at Beaumont on the 15tb, and no one was ap- 
pointed in his stead. After the second restoration, he 
was made, in 18 IG, governor of the fifteenth military 
division ^ in 1820, a commander of the order of 8t 
Louis ; and in 1829, governor of the fourteenth mili* 
taiy division. In 1830 he was sent ambassador to 
Russia ; and in 1831 was made grand chancellor of 
the legion of honor ; and on the 18th of November, 
1834, was appointed president of the council and min- 
.ster of war, which offices he held until the 12tb of 
March, 1835. He died at Paris on the 28th of July 
of that year, in the sixty-seventh year of his age^ one 
of the victims of Fieschi's infernal machine. 
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DVU or UCBlMVi: PAUICS OW TU MOtXDWA. 

MicHABi. Net was born at Sarre-Louis, on the 1 0th 
of January, 1769. His father, Peter Ney, wms a cooper 
by trade, but in the earlier part of his life he had been 
a soldier^ and, during the seven years' war, he had 
distinguished himself at the battle of Rosbach. The 
younger Nay early evinced a turbulent disposition, and 
his love of danger and excitement was further kindled 
by the narratives which his father was constandy giving 
of the stirring scenes in which he had once figured* 
The Revolution, however, had not yet established the 
principle of ** la carriere ouverte aux talens,^^ and the 
old soldier was so assured, from his own experience, 
that low-bom merit had no prospect of rising in the 
army, that he determined, in spite of his son*s strong 
inclination for arms, to educate him to a civil employ- 
ment. He received his first instruction at a school of 
Augustine monks, and, at an early age, began the study 
of law in the office of a notary, M. Vallette. Soon, 
however, disgusted with this occupation, he exchanged 
it for a clerkship to the procureur de Roi ; but this 
proving not less unacceptable than the other, he was 
placed, in his fifteenth year, in the post of overseer of 
the mines of Apenweria, where he continued two years* 
It waa from affection to his paients, and a. »enae of duly 
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to their wishes, that Ney had undertaken these distaste' 
ful employments ; and as he became more independ 
entf with advancing years, be resolved to gratify the 
passion of his heart, and enlist in the army. He ac- 
cordingly resigned his post, and, after paying a visit to 
Ills parents at Sarre-Louis, proceeded to Metz» where, 
on the Ist of February, 1787, bemg eighteen years of 
age, be entered the fourth regiment of hussars. He 
soon became distinguished among his companions, by 
his iiisi;n.slbilitv to danger, his noble, soldierly appear- 
ance. his dexterity in the use of weapons, and his 
daring and skill in the management of unruly horses. 
In 1791, he was advanced to the rank of brigadier ; 
and the fencing-master of a neighboring regiment hav- 
ing wounded the fencing-master of the fourth hussars, 
and insulted the whole regiment, Ney was selected to 
vindicate the honor of bis corps. Just as the pardes 
were in atdiude to commence the duel, Ney found the 
hand of his colonel upon his shoulder, and was imme- 
diately ordered in arrest. A long confinement fol- 
lowed ; but as soon as be was liberated, Ney sought bis 
antagonist, fought him in a secret place, and wounded 
him in the wrist. The fencing-master, thus disabled, 
was aiterward dismissed from his post, and sank into 
great poverty; when bis successful antagonist, with 
that kindness of heart which always distinguished bim, 
sought him out, and settled a pension upon hiin. 

In 1792, Ney was advanced, successively, to the 
ranks of sub-lieutenant and lieutenant ; and, in the fol- 
lowing year, became captain and aide-de-camp to Gen- 
eral Lamarche, with whom he served in the army of 
the Rhine and Moselle, until the death of that exem- 
plary man, at the storming of the camp at Famars. 
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Hft theft MCnmed to hk re^^ment, with the intention 
of not quitting it again ; but, a&er the battle of Fleunu^ 

in June) 1794, Kleber, the commander of the left wing 
of tlie army of tlie Sarabre and Meuse, being desirous 
to reconnoitre a poeitioa^ sent for an escoit ; and» en* 
twing into conrenatioQ with the officer who com* 
mended it» was so much struck by his remarks^ that, 
after returning home, he sent liis aide-de-camp with an 
order of appointment ibr this otiiccr to his staff. It 
wae Ney ; who> however^ declined, the oifer. Shortly 
after* at an engagement near Pellemberg, Ney, hearing 
the firing, changed the route he was following, and 
carae upon tlie ground at a critical mo menu The 
men under his command were, however, too much 
fatigued by a long march to f<dlow him. He put him- 
self at the head of a few dragoons, rushed upon the 
Austrians, and routed them. Kleber, wlio wa:s an eye- 
witness of this daring charge, spoke of it thus, in his 
despateh to the commisaion«r : Captain Ney, acting ad- 
jutant-general, performed prodigies of valor. At the head 
of thirty dragoons, and a few chasseurs acting as orderlies, 
he charged two hundred of the Blanckestein hussars, 
and threw tliem into the greatest disorder/' In conse^ 
quenee of tins report, Gillet, the representative in attend- 
ance, appointed Ney, on the 1st of August, 1794, lieu- 
tenant-colonel and adjutant-general ; ibu duties of which 
latter o&ce he bad been for some time performing. 

Toward the close of the same month, Ney, at the 
head of his daring troopers, was making brilliant 
forays through the country, carrying off stores, inter* 
cepting convoys, and keeping the enemy in constant 
akurm. On the 27th of Aiij^nst, when he had advanced 
toward the viUaga of Werdt, and had become sepaf* 



Digilizco by Gov.;l,^i^ 



4 



190 BflCHABL MSY« 

rated from tbe rest of tiie army, a trooper, who hao 
deserted, gave the enemy informatioii of the position 
and strength of Ney's party, and a large company of 
Prussian dragoon:^ immediately placed themselves in 
his rear. Becoming apprized of his peril, Ney set out 
to return ; but his scouts soon brought him word that 
the road was completely beset, that ^e enemy^s cav- 
alry flanked it right and left, and that it was impossible 
to pass. " Impossible !" cried Ney ; " Sound the 
charge !" With sword in hand, Ney rushed forward 
at the head of his men, broke the ranks drawn up to 
intercept him, and cleared the passage in safety* The 
plain, however, was full of Austrian troops ; and, as 
he approached Eyndhoven, another considerable body 
of cavalry debouched in front of them. Regardless 
of superior numbers, Ney threw himself headlong into 
their ranks, dispersed them, and took prisoner their 
commander, who proved to be tlie Baron Homspech. 
For this service, Ney was promoted to the rank of 
chief of brigade. During the remainder of the cam* 
paign, Ney was employed under Bemadotte, who led 
the van of the army, in the boldest and most daring 
enterprises against detachments of the enemy, which 
were crowned with brilliant success. During the siege 
of Maestricht, Ney's valor in forcing the passage of the 
Uoer, won him especial disdnction. Bemadotte, in 
reponing his success to Kleber, said : " Great praise 
is due to the brave Ney : he seconded me with the 
ability which you know he possesses ; and I am bound 
to add, in strict justice, that he greatly contributed to the 
success we have obtained." The same commander wrote 
a day or two afterward to Ney himself : " The s^en- 
erai who commands an army in which you are em- 
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plojed k a feitunate man. I have that good luck, and 

I fully appreciate it Continue to pursue and hussar 
the enemy." It is not the least striking, of the strange 
changes in position which the incidents of the time 
brought about, that, twen^ years after, this same Ber- 
nadotte, as king of Sweden, shotild gain a great victory 
over this same Ney, as the marshal of an empire yet 
undreamed of, Ney's vehemence and ardor were of 
signal value in the siege of Maestricht, which finally 
capitulated on the 4th of November, 1794. Gillet, 
the representatiye, wrote to his colleagues : Ney is a 
distinguished officer, and is necessary to our large 
body of cavalry. Men of his stamp are not common." 

In January, 1795, while the siege of Mayence was 
proceeding, Ney, being near a redoubt which the en- 
emy had thrown up and manned hastily, and having 
under lihn some troops from the array of the Rhine, 
and some firom that of the 8ambre and Meuse, was 
desirous to give the former a specimen of the valor, 
which he wished them to emulate. He therefore as- 
sembled a few dragoons aiid voltigucrs for the attack 
of the position. I am going," said he, " to show 
you a trick after the maimer of Sambre>and-Meuse." 
Sending his voltiguers against the front of tlie redoubt, 
he passed round to the rear mxh his dragoons, and 
approached along the pass which the redoubt defended. 
His men hesitated and hung back, so tliat he entered 
the redoubt alone. Single-handed, he cut his way 
through the midst of the enemy, repassed the ditch, 
and escaped, after a severe wound in his arm. A 
species of lockjaw ensued, and his health born mo 
completely shattered. At this time, he was appointed 
general of brigade $ but, believing that he had not ve< 



Digitized by Cov.^v^i^ 



192 



UlCHAEL 



sufficiently earned that promc^n, he wtote to the 
board of war declming the appointment, and, notwith- 
standing the entreaties of his friends, persisted m revi- 
sing to accept it« Merlin, the representative in attend- 
ance upon the army, advised him to try his native air 
^ for the beneht of his wound. My brave friend," 
he wrote to him, on the 7th of Januaiy, 1795, ** go, 
and complete ^roor cure at Sarre-Libre,'^ your hirtfi- 

place, 1 liave despatched an order to a surgeon of the 
hrst class, Bonaventure, to send one of his pupils with 
you. Return soon, and lend ns your powerful aid 
against the enemies of your country/* Kleber, att the 
same time, gave him a certificate, stating that he had 
commanded, with distinction, vririoiis bodies of cavalry 
. during the campaign, and that, in every operation iur 
trusted to him, he displayed the most consummate sUIl 
and bravery, particularly at the siege of Maestricht, 
where, by his valor, he did eminent service to the re- 
public." Ney, accordingly, returned home, and re- 
signed himself, reluctantly, to the tedious delay of 
convalescence ; but, in the autumn of 1795, he was 
again with the van of the army when it crossed the 
Rhine, and was exhibiting anew his characteristic en- 
ergy and hardihood. In June and July, 1796, serving 
in CoUaud's division of cavaliy, under Kleber, he dis- 
tinguished himself m the highest degree, at the battles 
of AlLenkirchen, Herburn, and Ukerath. At the bat- 
tle near Forcheim, in the beginning of August, Ney's 
services were equally conspicuous, and the surrender 
of the p.ace was owing to his intrepid and determined 
boldness« As soon as the imperial army had begun to 
retreat, Ney rode up to the gates, and summoned the 
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gairisoii to sonrendflr; and, as some lieshation took 

place, he threatened at once to bombard the place. 
The commander consented to srive up the fortress , 
but, as the Austrian troops were yet in sight, he desired 
"I to deiaj the surrender until thej had effected their 
retreat. Ney, anxious to pursue the enemy, flew into 
a violent rage, and swore that he would put the whole 
garrison to the sword, if the suhmission was delayed 
another instant. Tins tbi-eat produced the desired « 
effect ; and the town and fortress of Forcheim, with a 
large quantit3r of arms, ammunition, and stores, surren- 
dered. Kleber was so delighted by the success of 
Ney's bhiiiaut energy, that he announced upon the 
spot that he should make Ney a general of brigade* 
The chasseurs clapped their hands with satisfaction, 
and all the officers expressed their cordial approbation. 
Kleber, on the following day, wrote to the directory 
as follows: Adjutant-general Ney, in this and the 
preceding campaigns, has given numerous proofe of 
talent, xeal, and intrepidity; but he surpassed even 
himself in the battle which took place yesterday, and 
he had two hordes killed under him. I have thought 
myself justified in promoting him, on the field of bat- 
tle, to the rank of general of brigade* A commission 
of this grade was forwarded to him eighteen months 
ago, but his modesty did not allow him tiien to accept 
it« By confirming this promotion, citizen-directors, 
you will perform a striking act of your justice." Be- 
fore the commission arrived, Ney had further distin- 
guished himself by the capture of Nuremberg ; and 
Jourdan was so highly gratified by this achievement, 
that, in transmitting to him, on the 15th of August. 
1796, the commission of general of brigade, which had 
Vol* II.— 17 
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been received at headquarters, he paid him some high 
compliments. *^ GoTemment," said Jourdan, has difr* 
charged a debt which it owed to one of its worthiest 

and most zealous servants; and it has only done jus- 
tice to the talents and courage of which you daily give 
fresh proo&," In the actions about Sulzbach, a ifew 
dajrs after, Ney showed how thoroughly well these 
cuinmenJaLiori- were deserved. After Jourdan's resig- 
nation, in September, 1796, Ney continued to serve 
under BournonviUe» and with so much satisfaction, that, 
on the 10th of January, 1797| the commander-in-^shief 
recommended his appointment in the vacancy caused by 
Lefebvre's resicrnation. "I recommend," wrote Bour- 
nonville to the directory, " that Brigadier-General Ney 
be appointed general of division, to command the van- 
guard, in the place of General Lefebvre. This officer, 
intrepid in action, has, during this campaign, covered 
himself with glory. He has always commanded corps 
in the vanguard, and is the only one I know who could 
efficiendy command that of the army of Sambre-and- 
Mouse.** 

He continued to serve in the army of Sambre-and- 
Meuse, after Hoche assumed the command, and he 
was honored with the confidence and admiration of that 
brilliant chief. In March, 1797, while charging, near 
Giessen, with his usual impetuosity, his detachment 
was suddenly attacked by superior numbers of Aus- 
trian cavalry, who overwhelmed and swept away the 
French horsemen. Ney's horse fell and rolled with 
him into a ravine. His sword snapped in the middle, 
and he was covered with bruises. The enemy rushed 
upon him, but he still resisted; he parried and struck 
^ith the fragment of his sword, and kept the crowd at 
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utiYf until his foot slipped, and be fell to the ground. 

The Austiiaiia ihen seized him, aud lie was cunvejed 
to Giessen. 

The fame of Ney's character, and of bis heroic re* 
sistance to a whole company of cavalry, had preceded 

him, and, as he passed ihrough the streets of Giessen, 
the women thronged eagerly to see one whose bravery 
seemed to rival the wonders of chivalry. Really,'' 
said an Austrian officer who was conducting him, **one 
would suppose that he was some extraordinary animal.** 
— " Extraordinai y enough," replied one of the women, 
*' since it required a whole squadron of dragooas to take 
him !" Ney was received at headquarters with respect ; 
and was conversing with some officers, when he per- 
ceived his horse mounted by an Austrian, and exhibit- 
ing the most weak, lazy, and obstinate conduct. He 
made some remark about the incapacity of the rider, 
and was answered by a joke about the worthlessness of 
the horse. The animd soon became a subject of ridi- 
cule, and some one proposed to buy him. Ney ap- 
proached him. *'I will show you," said he, "the 
value of my horse." He sprang upon the saddle, and 
in an instant the horse was flying like the wind in the 
direction of the French camp. Ney came very near ma- 
king his escape $ but the trumpets were sounded, and in 
a moment every avenue was closed. Ney turned the 
horse, and with equal rapidity reached the spot from 
whicli he had set out. 

Ney had the honor while in capuvity of receiving a 
flattering testimony of respect from the directory. 
•♦The executive directory," wrote the president, Le- 
toumeur, to him on the 1st of May, 1797, " is truly 
afflicted, citizen-general, at the accident which occa* 
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sioned your falling into the handa of the enemy. The 

impetuosity of your courage before Giessen, and the 
brilliant manoeuvres which you executed at the head 
of the squadrons under your command^ make this event 
still mcNre to be regretted. The directory trusts that 
the army will soon again behold one of its bravest gen- 
eral officers, whose absence is particularly regretted by 
the general*iQ-chief." Ney was speedily hberated on 
parole^ and soon after was exchanged for General 
Orelly. 

In the following year, Ney formed part of the corps 
under Bernadotte, called the army of observation, the 
principal duty of which was the reduction of Manheim 
and Philipsburg. The former was surprised by Ney, 
in a manner that revives the romance of llie middle 
ages, iiesolved to ascertain in person the condition 
of the garrison^ he crossed the Rhine in the disguise 
of a peasant, entered Manheim with a basket on his 
arm, and soon satisfied himself that such negligence 
and remissness were prevailing as afforded hope of a 
successful cot^p-^e-man;. As he was leaving the place, 
he met a soldier's wife, who was in the last stage of 
pregnancy, and speaking to her about her situation, he 
remarked that her accouchement would probably take 
place before the night was past. " Well," the soldier 
replied, the commandant will allow the drawbridge 
to be let down at any hour of the night, so that, if she 
is in, she can have assistance.'* Ney determined to 
lurn the incident to a favorable account. He recrossed 
the river, selected a hundred and (ifty of iiis bravest 
soldiers, passed them over in ski&, and concealed them 
under the walls of Manheim. The woman did not dis* 
appoint iiirn * her labor came on, the bridge was low- 
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ared, and Ne7 and bis men ruabed in. Tliey hnrried 

10 the citadel ; the darkness concealed the smallness of 
their number, and the garrisoni being astonished and 
terrified, surrendered. 

On the 28th of March, 1799, Ney received hia ap- 
pointment of genera] of division. He at once wrote to 
the directory, expressing a sincere conviction that his 
talents were not adequate, and declining tlie honor. 
The government again forwarded to him the decree of 
his appointment, which Ney, by the advice of Berna- 
dotte, now submitted to. In May of the same year he 
was transferred to the army of Switzerland, commanded 
by Massena, and at the battle of the Tbur was severely 
wounded not less than three times. On the first ocea- 
aion, a musket-bali pierced his thi^h ; then he was 
wounded in the foot; and the third liiuc his wrist was 
shattered by a gunshot. He was obliged to retire from 
the service for two or three months. After his recov- 
ery he was ordered to the army of the Rhine, and upon 
the recall of General Muller, in September, 1799, Ney 
was provisionally appointed to the chief comniaiul of 
the army. la the campaign of the Rhine, under Mo- 
reau, in 1800 and 1801, Ney served with unabated gal- 
lantry ; and his valor at the battle of Hobenlinden, on 
the of December, ISOO, contiibuted not a little to 
the bnliiance of that victory. In 1801, Ney returned 
to France, and was received with great kindness by 
the first-consul, who appointed him inspector^general 
of cavalry in the third, fifth, and twenty-sixth military 
divisions. In the following year, on the 4th of August, 
he was married through the instrumentality of Jose- 
phine, to Agla^ Louisa Augine, a lovely and amiable 
girl, the intimale friend of Madame Louis Bonapanei 
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and the daughter of a former receiver-general, whose 
fortune had heen greatly reduced hj the Revoltttiooi 

and who now resided at the chi^teau of Grignon. In 
the same village dwelt an old couple who had been mar- 
ried half a century. Ney presented them with clotheSy 
and made them receive the usual renewal of their nup^ 
tial benediction at the same time that his own marriage 
was celebrated. "These old people," said he, "will 
serve to remind me of the meanness of my own origin, 
and the renewal of their long union will serve as a happy 
augury for my own.'* In the same year, Ney was ap- 
pointed minister plenipotenUary in Switzerland, where 
his military talents were as^ain called into successful 
exercise. He returned to France in the heginning of 
18049 9^ on the 19th of May in that year he was raised 
to the rank of marshal, and made a grand officer of the 

legion of lienor, and chief of the seventh cohort, and re- 
ceived the command-in-chief of the camp at Montreuil. 

In the great campaign of Austerlitz, Ney commanded 
tile sixdi corps of the grand army^ which, in the begin* 
ning of the operations that led to the surrender of 
Ulm, formed the advanced guard on the left hank of 
the Danube, while Murat's corps operated on the right 
bank. At Guntzburg on the 9th, and at Hasslach on 
the 11th of October, his troops gained decisive and 
important victories after severe engagements. On liie 
14th, at daybreak, he arrived with his corps within sight 
of Elchingen, on the left bank of the river, where Gen- 
eral Reisch had taken up a strong position. Ney, ad- 
vancing along the right bank, to which he had crossed 
a few days before, arrived opposite to the town, where 
the skeleton of a bridge lemamed, which the Austrians 
the day before had dismantled and damaged, but not whol* 
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Ij deitroyed* This puMnge was guarded hj six pieces 
of cannon and numerous troops, but the ardor of the 

French soldiers was irrepressible : they rushed upon 
the remnants of the bridge, sprang from timber to timber, 
sweeping all before them, and soon debouched on the 
left bank* They formed in a narrow meadow, and 
marched forward, driving the eueiiiy from house to 
bouse and from garden to garden. An obstinate re- 
sistance was made in the abbey of Elcbingen ; but at 
length, the Austrians, being entirely driven from the 
buildings, drew up in line of battle on an elevated ter^ 
race, and the contest was renewed with the greatest 
fury. Ney, in bis full marshal's uniform, exposed bis 
penon in the most daring manner ; and after a long 
struggle, his gallantry was rewarded by a complete vic- 
tory, five thousand prisoners and numerous cannon and 
colors being taken. The glory of this day was perpetu- 
ated in the name and family of Ney by the ducal title 
conferred upon him a few years afterward. 

By the terms of the capitulation of Ulm, Ney's corps 
remained at that place until the 25th of October ; after 
which time it was ordered to advance over the mount- 
ains on the north of the Inn, directly upon Innspruck, 
and to clear the mountain-fiistneaaes of the Tyrol from 
the Austrian forces there assembled under the archduke 
John and the prince of Rohan., Arriving at the barrier 
of Scharnitz, on the mountain-road, long deemed im- 
pregnable, Ney^s corps were at first defeated in a front 
attack ; but the marshal, dividing his troops into three 
divisions, succeeded in turning the position with one 
of them, and mastering the fort of Leitasch in its rear; 
and thence clambering up the precipices which ascend- 
ed b^ttd it, and which weni defended by the rapid 
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and unerring fire of the Tjrolese marksmen, displayed 
the French eagles from the suminit of the clifisy which 
Deeame the signal for a renewed attack in front, which 

could no longer be resisted. Innspruck soon after sur- 
rendered, and was entered on the 7th of November ; 
Jellachich with fire thousand men capitulated at Feld- 
kirch ; the archduke John retired for the protection of 
Vienna ; and in the beginning of December, Ney, hav- 
ing accomplislied v\ ith the most brilliant completeness 
the purpose of his detachment, marched to 6alzbourg, 
to communicate with the main body of the army* 

During the Prussian campaign of 1806, and the Po- 
lish campaign of 1S07, ISey served with the valor and 
distinction recorded in the liistory of those operations. 
Jki the following year he was created duke of Elchin- 
gen, and sent into Spain, where, in the middle of Au- 
gust, he was placed in command of the centra of the 
army commanded by Kins' Joseph in person. Upon 
the reorganization of the army of Spain in September 
by the emperor, Ney was placed in command of the 
sixth corps. In the operations connected with the 
battle of Tudela, his part was an impoi tant one ; hut 
he did not apprehend the profound combinations of the 
emperor with sufficient clearness to execute them with 
he precision and vigor that were required. Nef con- 
in ued, without making any striking movements, until 
lie 30th of May, 1S09, when he advanced to Lugo, 
tnd effected a junction with Soult, who had been driven 
iirom Portugal by the duke of Wellington. These mar- 
shals had now an admirable opportunity of defeating 
and capturing the marquis dc la Kntnana ; but their 
dissensions and quarrels rendered tlieir operations in- 
efieotive. On the 30th of June, 1809, a despatch ar« 
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rived from the emptror, at Ratisboo, conferring on Soult 
tlie Bttpreme command of the aacondi fifth» and aizth 
corps ; hj which Nej, who commanded the laat, waa 

placed under the orders of his brother-marshal. In 
the operations which took place between Wellington 
and Soult afler the battle of Talavera, Nejr acted in 
this subordinate poaidon, but disobediently and unwil- 

liiii^dy, until the 12th of August, when he resigned ihe 
command of the sixth corps to General Marchandi and 
returned to Fiance. In January, 1810, he resumed 
the command in Old Castile ; and when Maaaena wu 
sent to take the supreme command in April, Ney, yield- 
ing in some decree, thous^h not vviihout reluctance, to 
the superior rank of the new chiei^ and placed in a ait^r 
uadon where bis only duty was to execute ordersi ex- 
hibited again the characteristic ardor and efiectiveness 
of his character. At the first siege of Ciudad Rodri- 
go, at the battle of the Coa on tiie 24th of July, at the 
siege of Almeida, at the hatde of Busaco on the 27tb 
of September, during the advance of Maaaena into Por- 
tugal, and at the batde of Redenha on the Idth of 
March, ISll, during the retreat, in which he command- 
ed the rear-guard, his vigor, andacity, and success, re- 
appeared in all their ancient brilliance. The jealouaies 
inseparable, howeyer, from the relations in which the 

conn nan der-in-chief stood to the marshals under Ids 
orders, had begun to display themselves. At the battle 
of Busaco, Ney had a right to complain that the prince 
of Essling bad not treated bia suggestions with the re* 
spect which they deserved. At Miranda an explosion 
took place, and a violent altercation between Ney and 
Masseoa signalized the termination of all harmonious 
action. At Celerioo, on the 89d of Harobt Ner re* 
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fbied to execute an order of Massena's to move hifl 
troops to Goria, and inarched in a different direction* 

Massena immediately deprived him of his commandt 

and gave his corps to Loison. Ney returned soon af- 
ter to Paris. 

Ney fi>nned not the least brilliant or important part 
of that splendid company of commanders who waited 

on the ambition of their rnaster when his daring arms 
Struck at the distant pride of Russia. During the ad- 
vance to Russia, bis impetuous valor sustained the 
boldness of the emperor, or made good his flagging 
resolution, on many a critical occasion. In the a^ault 
on the citadel of Smolensk, a ball struck him on the 
neck : at Borodino, his intrepid and obstinate courage 
was not less eflfective than the magnificent boldness of 
Murat ; and indignant at the inaction of Napoleon, he 
did not he»iLate to give vent to his anger. •* What 
, business,'* he exclaimed, has the emperor in the rear 
of the army ? Since he will no longer come himself, 
and be a general, but wishes to be the emperor every- 
where, let him return to the Tuileries, and leave us to 
be generals for him !" — and when counselled after the 
battle, he etrenuou&ly advised a retreat from the coun- 
try. The events connected with the continuance at Mos- 
cow belong to the life of Mortier; but with the retreat 
from that city begin the immortal days of the life of Ney. 

It was on the 19th of October, 1812, that Napoleon 
quitted Moscow for Kalouga, with more than one hun- 
dred thousand combatants, and announced his intention 
to return to Poland through that place, Meden, Youk« 
no, Elnia, and Smolensk. After six days' march, the 
army reached Malo-Yaroslawitz, where the Hussiana 
wier Ktttttsoff were established in an impregnable po* 
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sitioii. An imguiar but severe shock took place be- 
tween the oppoBing forces, which seems to have inspired 

both with the terror of a defeat: for while Kutusoff re- 
tired to the southward, Napoleon determined to aban- 
don the Kalouga road and regain that through Mojaisk. 
On the 28th, the army reached that city 9 and continued 
its retreat through Borodino, Gyatz, and Wiasma : at 
the latter place a sc\ ei e engagement took place between 
Miloradowich, who commanded the van, and was called 

the Russian Murat,*' and the retiring columns of the 
French under Eugene, Davoust, and Ney. Davoust 
had supported the retreat :\6 far as Wiasma ; from that 
place Ney alone protected it. The army under Napo- 
leon advanced to Smolensk. On the 6th of November, 
the sky, which had been cloudless and bright, became 
overcast with a dense, cold fog, and in a few minutes 
the fallinsf flakes of snow made it evident that the Rus- 
sian winter had begun. On the same day intelligence 
of Mallet's conspiracy was received. Napoleon reached 
Smolensk on the 9th, and remained there till the 14tb. 

Orders had been sent to Ney at Wiasma to defend 
himself long enough to allow some repose to the main 
body of the army at Smolensk ; and that great officer, 
whose moral feeling had a sublimity and an endurance 
commensurate with the ardor of bis temper, felt the de- 
mands of the occasion, and rose to an equality with 
them. A profound sentiment of duty seemed to ele- 
vate his character above mortal weakness, and to ban- 
ish every personal consideration and every petty senti- 
ment. For ten days be retired slowly, fighting every 
hour, from Wiasma to Smolensk. On the 14th, the 
grand army, which had left Moscow above one hundred 
tboiisaod strong, and was now reduced to thirty-sis 
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thousaiid, began to pass out of Smolenftk : in twenqr* 
five daj8 it had lost sixty-four thoasand moO| and abaiH 
doned three hundred and fifty pieces of cannon* Not- 
withstanding that KuLusofF, pressing on every side, 
threatened the extinction of every detached body, the 
enperor appointed that himself^ Eugenoi Dayoust» and 
Ney, should leave Smolensk on successive days* Ne j 
was to remain till the 16th or 17tb, and then to blow 
the city up. At five o'clock on the morning of the 
14tli, the imperial guard, with Napoleon, left Smolensk 
for Krasnoe : Kutusoff, with ninety thousand men, cov- 
ered the road» and through them thk terrible march was 
to he made. It was a continued contest and a ceaseless 
slaughter, but Krasnoe was reached. The Russians, 
however, were now mterposed between the guard and 
the residue of the army* 

On the 15th, Eugene, with eight thousand men, set 
out from Smolensk, and, after arreat loss, arrived at 
Krasnoe on the 17th. Davoust arrived tlie next day ; 
but Ney remmned behind* It was impossible to wah 
for him, and with infinite regret die emperor ordered 
the iirmy to continue its advance to Liady and Oicha. 
Napoleon marched on foot, with a stick in his hand, 
walking with difficulty, and halting every quarter of an 
hour, as if unwilling to leave his old companion^n- 
arms to his fate ; every moment the name of Ney es- 
caped from his lips with exclamations of grief. On the 
19th, at Dombrowna, Napoleon received intelligence 
that Minsk, his retreat, bis only hope, was taken, the 
Russians having entered it on the 16th* " Very weQ,** 
he replied, *' we have now noihins: to do but to clear 
ourselves a passage with our bayonets." When they 
arrived al CMsmt Napolsmi bad sis thonnd guMrds^ 
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Aemnains of thiitj-fiyethoasand ; Eugene bad eighteen 
hundred men, the remains of forty-two thousand ; and 
Davoust had four thousand remaining; from a corps of 
seven^ thousand ! On the iSOth, Napoleon, leaving 
Engene, Mortier, and Davoust, at Orcba, to wait a lit- 
tle longer for Ney, advanced two leagues fuiiher, and 
then halted. Four days bad passed without the shght- 
est intelligence from him : every one concluded that 
his fiite was settled, but none were willing to abandon 
all attempt to rescue him. 

While the army thus waited in gloomy silence, sud- 
denly the tramp of horses was beard, and the cry-— 
Marshal Ney is safe ! here are some Polish cavalry 
come to announce bis approach !" Ney was at band, 
and had sent for assistance. Eugene's corps returned 
through a desert of snow to look for their lost comrades. 
They found one another by firing guns as signals : Eu- 
gene and Ney were the first to recognise each other, 
and embraced ; the soldiers and officers of the two 
corps ran together and shook hands. When Napoleon, 
who was two leagues further on, heard that Ney had 
just reappeared) he leaped and shouted for joy, and 
exclaimed, I would have given three hundred millions 
from my treasury sooner than have lost such a man !" 
The story of the retreat of tiiat rear-guard fot*ms a tale 
of horror and of glory such as human annals elsewhere 
have not to exhibit; but Ney, though performing his 
duty with a sublime de\ otinn, retained a strong feeling 
of indignation at the treatment he had received in being 
deserted, especially by Davoust. When that marshal 
left him on the 16tb, and sent to warn him of his dan- 
ger, Ney replied, All the Cossacks in the universe 
shall not prevent me from executing my instructions 

Vol. IL— 18 



Digitized by Cov.^v^i^ 



206 



MlCHAEl. N£Y* 



—•and when he came up to Davoust at Orcha^ he said 
to him with a severe look, Monaieur le mar6chai, I 
have no reproaches to make to you : God is our wit- 
ness and your judge." 

At Orcha the Dnieper was passed, and the army on 
the 22d advanced to the Bereniza, near Borizof, which 
was passed on the 26tb and 37th. On the 29th, the 
eraperor quitted its banks, and on the Sd of Decem- 
ber, at Malo-djezno, announced his intention of pro- 
ceeding at once and alone to Paris ; and on the 5thy 
having taken leave of his marshals, and left Murat in 
command of the army, he set out with Daroc, Caulin- 
court, and Lobau, passed through Wilna and Warsaw, 
Silesia and Dresden, and arrived at Paris on the 19th 
of December, IS 12. 

On the 6th, after Napoleon's departure, the cM grew 
more intense ; and the incapacity of Murat completed 
the disorganization of the arniy. The troops straffgled 
into Wilna as they were able » but here their remorse- 
less enemies the Russians were again upon them. Mu- 
rat fled in consternation : he was seen forcing his way 
through the crowd from his palace and from Wilna, 
without giving any orders, but leaving everything in the 
hands of Ney* On the 10th, this heroic marshal, whose 
spirit alone, from the emperor to the common soldien, 
was of grandeur equal to this calamity, and remained 
iinl)roken and unbent, left Wilna, Inning voluntarily 
taken upon himself again the conduct of the rear-guard. 
He covered the retreat as far as £v^. The rear*guard 
had consisted at first of two thousand, then of one thou- 
sand, aflerward of five hundred, and finally of sixty men; 
at last, at £v^, when after stopping as usual to repulse 
the Russians, ordm were given to resume the maioh» 
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Jtey and Wrede perceived that they were alone : the 

soldiers had fled irregularly to Kowno. Ney attempt- 
ed to rally them in vain, and entered Kowno, the last 
towD in B.ussia, alone, on the 13th. Murat gave direc- 
tions for all the troops to rally on Oumbinnen, and fled 
thither himself ; and a few hundred men, attacked with 
ceaseless pertinacity by the Cossacks, were crossing 
the JNiemen on the bridge at that place. Ney, a man 
and a marshal to the last, rallied and organized the 
scattered troops, and defended the passage with order 
and heroism. He was the last of the grand army of 
Russia that left the country, A few days after, a man 
marched into the house of General Dumas at Gumbin- 
nen, wrapped in a large pelisse, with a long beard half 
burned by fire, and his face hegrimmed with gunpowder. 
**Who are you?" cried Dumas. ** I am the rear- 
guard OF THE GRAND ARMY," replied the uncouth 
stranger ; I am Marshal Ney !" 

In the campaign of Saxony in 1818, Ney, who, for 
his valor at Borodino, had received the title of prince 
de la Moskowa, was placed at the head of the fourth 
and seventh corps of the army, chiefly conscripts, and 
the third corps of cavalry : and never were his valor 
and endurance more sbly conspicuous than in the bat« 
ties of Lutzen and Bautzen. So thoroughly, indeed, 
is he, next to the emperor, the hero of the operations 
previous to the armistice, that his life is a fit place for 
a succinct account of the campaign of 1813 in Saxony, 
till the armistice. 
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CAMPAIGN OF 1813 IN SAZomr. 

The conscripts destined for the campalirn of 1813 
bad been directed to assemble around Mayence) and Na- 
poleoD arrived tbere from Paris on tbe 17tb of April, 
and remained for eight days, organizing bis forces with 
a vigor and rapidity wortiiy ol his bust days ol youthful 
energy. On the 25th, he arrived at Erfurt. The whole 
number of troops under bis command throughout Ger- 
many was not less than four hundred thousand, manj 
of whom, however, were in garrisons from the Vistula 
to the Elbe. The force upon which he might count 
for the present campaign amounted to about one hun- 
dred and forty thousand men, being Ney's corps of 
conscripts at Weimar, Oudinoi^s at Coburg, Marmont's 
at Gotha, and Beitrand's at Saalefield ; besides forty 
thousand under Eugene at Magdeburg, consisting of 
Victor's, Lauri8ton% and Macdonald's corps* This 
whole force, however, did not contain more than six 
diousand horse and three hundred and fifty pieces of 
cannon. 

On tbe 28th, Napoleon mounted his horse and began 
operations. I will perform this campaign," said he, 
*'as General Bonaparte, and not as emperor f*— and 
from that time till the armistice, he made all liis marches 
on horsebaci{, and did not enter his carriage* His 
purpose was to effect a junction with the other corps ; 
and the troops under his command therefore advanced 
from Erfurt through Eckartsberg to Naumberg, while 
Ney's advanced to Weissenfels, and Eugene, advan- 
cing up the Saale, crossed at Merseburg ^ and on the 
30th, the forces thus in communioation moved toward 
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die vnmjt consitting of the allied Pntssiani tDd Rut* 
•ians, who occupied the line of the Elbe. Napoleon 

crossed the Saale at Weissenfels on the 30th of April, 
and on the following day advanced on the great road 
through Lutzen toLeipsig: Marmont's corpa was in 
the van, Bertrand'a and Oudinot'a corps were in the 
centre, the imperial guards were in the rear, and Ney^s 
corps of conscripts was on the right at Kaia, between 
Lutzen and Pegau. At the same time, Kugene and 
Macdonald were advancing by Merseburg on the other 
side, toward Leipsig. 

The allies meanwhile had crossed the Elster, near 
Pegau early on the 2d of May, for the purpose of giv- 
ing battle on the plaint of Lutzen ; and about two 
o'clock, Napoleon, upon the high-road, heard a violent 
firing upon hit extreme right, which convinced him that 
the enemy had suddenly fallen upon that wing. He 
remained silent and thoughtiul for a few moments, and 
then ordering the whole army to free about to the right 
and march hack upon Lutzen, he rode hastily toward 

the village of Kaia, uhich was the principal point of 
attack. This is one of a cluster of villages on the 
plain between Lutzen and Pegau, and there the Prus- 
sian general Ziethen had begun the battle by a furious 
charge with two brigades, by which one of Ney's divit- 
ious was driven out, and the villages themselves set on 
fire. Ney then brought up three other divisions and 
regained the lott positions at the point of the bayonet ; 
but Wittgenstein, leading forward his second line, with 
a foni)iil;ihln battery in front, swept the French out of 
ail the vUlages, disordered the troops, who for the most 
part were contcripts, and drove the whole French line 
back a mile and a half. 

18* 
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It was DOW six o^clock, and the reaerves of the allied 
army were advancing to complete the victory, when 
Napoleon arrived. He immediately re-fbrmed Ney's 

divisions behind Kaia, and ordered thcai, witli Count 
Lobau at their head, again to engage the Prussians* 
The emperor's presence inspired the utmost enthusiasm 
in these young soldiers : they engaged with furious ob- 
stinacy, and the delay which their devoted courage 
effected, enabled Napoleon to retrieve the day. For 
Mannont's and Bertrand*s corps now arriving, gave 
the French a preponderance in numbers ; and the im- 
perial guard, with Napoleon at its head, had time to 
form behind Kaia as a reserve. Wittgenstein, as a 
last effort, ordered a flank attack of artillery, which 
produced some effect ; but all his reserves were en- 
gaged. Napoleon saw that the decisive moment had 
now arrived, and ordered the imperial guard to ad- 
vance. This immense and irresistible column, prece- 
ded by sixty pieces of artillery under General Drouoty 
and followed by the reserve cavalry, moved slowly for- 
ward.* The villages were speedily carried ; the fatigued 
Prussians, fighting valiantly, were driven back in all di- 
rections, and in a short time the whole line was in re- 
treat* Meanwhile, Eugene, coming up from Leipsig, 
fell upon their extreme right, and completed theur de- 
feat. The French loss was seventeen liiousand, and 
that of the allies fifteen thousand ; but the victory gained 
by Napoleon with such an army, when attacked by sur* 
prise, and in a manner so disadvantageous, ought to be 
ranked as among his most felicitous achievements. The 
allies had twenty thousand splendid cavalry, and Na- 
poleon not more than four thousand ; but, by throwing 
the infantry into squares, with artilleiy at the aogksy 
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tUs snperionty was counteracted and overcome* On 
the following day the allies retired in good order to 
Dresden, and thence, on the 7th, to an entrenched po- 
sition at Bautzen. On the 9th, Napoleon entered Dres- 
den, and a lew days after had the pride of restoring his 
devoted ally the king of Saxony to his capital and throne* 

The allied forces, amonnting to one hundred and fifty 
thousand , had taken up a strong position on the Spree 
at Bautzen, and behind it as far as Wurschen and Hoch- 
kirch» and were commanded by the emperor Alexander 
in person, with whom was the king of Prussia. This 
position, defended in front by the Spree, extended in a ' 
semicircular direction for two leagues, from the mount- 
ains of Bohemia on the extreme left, to the village of 
KUx on the right ; it was covered with villages, which 
were strongly occupied, and with numerous knolls, 
which were crowned with artillery. Napoleon's plan 
was, to turn the position by its extreme right : and ac- 
cordingly, Ney, who, with seventy thousand men, had 
crossed the Elbe at Torgau, on the road to Berlm, was 
directed on the 17th to turn upon his right and attack 
the enemy's position in flank, as soon as the main body 
of the army should be engaged in front. 

On the 18tb, the emperor left Dresden ; on the fol* 
lowing day a disaster occurred, in the rout of Bertrand^s 
corps, which was moving laterally across the allied po- 
sition to communicate with Ney, and was assailed by 
Barclay de Tolly, and dispersed with great loss. On 
the 20th, the whole army, under a violent cannonade 
from the allied batteries, crossed the river : Oudiuot 
passed at Gruhschutz, and assailed their left among the 
mountams ; Macdonald passed at Bautzen, and occu* 
pied that town, which was evacuated ; and Marmont 
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croBflBd a little lower^ and advanced againM their 
tre. To conceal bis design against their right, Napo» 

leoii accumulated an immense force upon iheir left and 
centre. During the afternoon tlie battle raged io those 
quarters with the most furious obstinacy* The enemy 
were compelled to give ground in the centre, but night 
closed without a decisive result ; and the contest re- 
mained suspended till the following day. 

At ^ve oVlock on the 21st, Oudinot, on the French 
fight, renewed the attack with great spirit, in order to 
withdraw the attention of the enemy. Alexander, how- 
• ever, during the niG:ht iiad collected a strong force on 
that wing, and Oudiuot was driven hack, until Macdon- 
ald, who had been ordered to support him, arrived and 
checked the progress of the enemy. A terrible can- 
nonade was then ordered by Napoleon on the centre ; 
and from his headquarters at Bautzen he waited pa- 
ticndy until the sound of Ney^s guns on the left gave 
the signal of the success of his movement. That faith- 
ful soldier had crossed the Spree the night before, and 
at an early hour advanced with part of his force against 
Barclay, who commanded on the allied right, while Vic- 
tor and Lauriston took a wider circuit, and came up in 
the rear of that wing. The village of Preilits was car- 
ried, which was behind the right of the centre, where 
Blucher commanded, and the allied army was in immi- 
nent danger of being divided and completely destroyed. 
Blucher, however, alive to the importance of the move- 
ment, instantly detached a powerful force, regained 
Prciliiz, and arrested the advance of Ney in time to 
allow an orderly and regular retreat. 

The victory was now gained. The allies retired 
Ibroughout the entire plain, and Napoleon ordered the 
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whole line of hit army to advance. But the enemy, 
though driven out of their position, and defeated, were 

not broken or routed : they dcrciidcil their rcU uat by 
constant skirmishes and combats, which gave the array 
opportunity to move off. At Reicbenbachf on the 22d| 
an encounter with their rear-guard occurred, and anoth- 
er at Makersdorf, where Duroc was killed ; and on 
the 26th, at Hainau, an engagement terminated unfa- 
vorably to the French. The allies retired to a position 
between Leignitz and Schweidnitz ; and on the 4th of 
June, an armistice, which had been under consideradon 
some days before, was concluded at Pleowitz for six 
weeks. Napoleon, on the 10th of June, arrived at Dres- 
den. This armistice he spoke of at St. Helena as the 
ruin of his afiairs : when it terminated, Austria, who had 
long been wavering, was among the allied host who 
stood ready to overwhelm him. 

At the battle of Dresden, Ney was foremost in the 
fury of the assaulto which, for the last time, gave terror 

to the name of Napoleon. Soon after, he was placed 
at the head of that corps d'armee which was in front of 
Berlin, and which had recently been defeated under 
Oudinot at Gross Beeren. In this command Ney was 
signally vanquished by Bemadotte at Deuneindtx, on 
the 6ih uf JSeptember. Afterward, at Leipsig, he was 
the general-in-chief of that branch of the army which 
was opposed to Blucher on the 16th and 18th of Octo- 
ber ; and though overpowered, he displayed his usual 
hardihood and courage. 

But though Ney, from a sentiment of duty and pride, 
continued thus to give his best energies to the emperor, 
he had, since the campaign of Moscow, never ceased 
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to entertain a strong feeling of indignation at that ceaiO* 

leijs and indomitable ambition which sacrificed every- 
ihins: to itself, and threatened to render the war eternal. 
In March and April, 1814, at Fontainebleau, Ney was 
one of tlie earliest and most earnest of the marshals in 
manifesting his opinion that it was necessary the em- 
peror should abdicate. " Are we to sacrifice every- 
thing to one man he exclaimed ; are we to give up 
prosperity, station, honors, and life itself? It is time 
to think a little of ourselves^ our families, and our in- 
terests." While Macdonald continued stoutly to main- 
tain die interests of his master, Ney, weak and vacilla- 
ting in counsel, had fully given in to the cause of the 
Bourbons ; and announced that, to avoid a civil war, no 
course remained but to embrace the cause of the an- 
cient k\[}<r^.. "You will see," said he, upon approach- 
ing the comte d'Artois on the 12th of April, you will 
see with what fidelity we can serve our legitimate king.'* 
He was received with kindness by Louis, who confirm- 
ed lo him all his titles and pensions, and created him a 
peer of France. But the soldier who had never hesi- 
tated or turned back in the field, was destined soon to 
give to the Bourbons as striking an evidence o^the dis- 
loyalty of weakness as he thus gave in regard to his old 
master and benelactor. 

When the emperor reappeared in the following year, 
and landed at Cannes, Ney was especially vehement 
in denouncing the folly and wickedness of the attempt ; 
and po earnest did his fidelity to the Bourbons show 
itself ia words, that he was intrusted with the command 
of the army which was assembling for the defence of 
the throne against this solitary invader* Sire,'' said 
Ney to the king, when he took leave of him on the 7th 
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of Harcfay to assume tiommaiid of this mnj'^^l will 
bring Booaparte to you in an iron cage." When be 
arrived at Lons-le-Saulnier, where the troops were as- 
sembled, he found bimself in the midst of other influ- 
ences. The people of the sumundiog pronoces were 
enthusiastic in faror of the emperor ; the soldiers were 
eager to join the imperial standard, which was associ- 
ated with all their glories ; iVapoleon's proclamations 
revived the passions of bygone years. At this moment 
the emperor, who had just quitted Lyons, wrote to Ney 
that be must immediately march with his troops to join 
him. Confused and overpowered, this child of the 
Revolution, impulsive and variable, yielded to the tor- 
rent, and abandoned the cause which he had so eagerly 
assumed to maintain. On the ISth, he issued the fol- 
lowing order of the day : " Officers and soldiers I ihe 
cause of the Bourbons is irrecoverably lost ! That le- 
gitimate dynasty, which the French nation has chosen 
for itself, is again about to assume the throne : to the 
emperor Napoleon, our sovereign, alone, it belongs to 
reign over this beautiful country. What is it to us 
whether the Bourbon nobility choose to remain among 
us, or acain to emigrate ? The sacred cause of our 
liberty and independence shall no longer be blasted by 
their presence. They have endeavored in vain to with- 
er our military laureU. Those laurels are the growth 
of noble toils, which are engraven for ever in our rec* 
oUection. Soldiers ! the time is gone by when men 
are to be governed by stifling their voices : liberty, at 
last, triumphs, and Napoleon, our august emperor, is 
about to establish it for ever. Let this noble cause 
henceforth be the concern of aU true Frenchmen ; let 
all the brave meo whom I command be persuaded of 
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that great truth. Soldiers ! I have often led you to 
victory 1 1 am now about to unite you to that immortal 
phalanx which Napoleon is leading to Paris ; it will 

arrive there in a few days, and there our hopes and 
happiness will be firmly established." 

This order was read at the head of the army by the 
commander himself, who had gained that post in con- 
sequence of his ardent professions of enmity to Napo* 
icon's project, and to whom the Bourbons had intrusted 
the defence of their dynasty ; and when it was ended, 
the marshal waved his sabre in the air» and shouted , 
" Vive Pem2)€reur /** In a transport of enthusiasm, the 
whole army responded to tlie appeal with unbounded 
delight. Ney then, remembering the events of Fon- 
tainebleau, wrote to the emperor, informing him that in 
bis recent conduct be bad been guided by a view to 
the interests of the country ; and that, being satisfied 
that he had forfeited all claim to Napoleon's confidence, 
be begged permission to retire from the service. The 
emperor again wrote, desiring him to come to bim with- 
out delay, and saying that he would receive him as be 
did the day after the battle of the Moskowa. Ney pre- 
sented himself to the emperor with much embarrass- 
ment, and said that as, after what had occurred, Napo- 
leon must of necessity entertab doubts of bis attach- 
ment and fidelitjr, he solicited no other rank than that 
of a grenadier in the imperial guard. " Certainly," 
said the emperor, afterward relating these circumstan- 
ces, " be bad behaved very ill to me : but bow could I 
forget bis brilliant courage, and. the many acts of hero- 
ism that had distinguished his past life ? I rushed for- 
ward to embrace him, calling him thg brave of the 
hroMt} and from that moment we were reconciled.*' 
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Nej commanded the left win^ of the army which 

fought at Quatre Bras ; and to his tardiness in execu- 
ting the orders he had received to move forward, Na- 
poleon attribated the want of snccesa on that day. At 
Waterloo he waa charged with the conduct of the grand 
attack against the enemy's centre, and led the second 
column of the imperial guard in the final attack. And 
though there was no want of fidelity in his conduct 
at this battlct Napoleon complained that his energy 
and decision were gone. After the battle, Ney ap- 
peared in the chamber of peers at Paris, and, descri- 
bing the actual state of the army, announced the utter 
and irretrievable defeat of the emperor. After the ca- 
pitulation of Paris, he took refuge in Auvergne, where 
he was arrested under the royal ordinance, as one of 
the authors of the revolution of the 20th March. He 
was conducted to Paris^ and, after a short confinement 
in the Conciergerie, was brought before a council of 
war, composed of marshals of France and of lieutenant- 
generals. Marshal Moncey was named president of 
the council ; but in a letter to tlie king, which breathes 
aentiments that ought to consecrate his name to perpet- 
ua] honor, he refused to take part in the proceedings. 
"At the terrible passage of the Beresina," he says in 
this manly and indignant communication, ** Ney saved 
the wreck of the army. My life, my fortune, all my 
possessions, however cherished, are my country*s and 
ray king's : my honor is my own, and no human power 
siiall despoil me of it. Who, I, pronounce upon the 
fate of Marshal Ney ? Permit me, sire, to inquire from 
your majes^ where were the accusers of Ney when 
Ney was fighdng the battles of his country ? If Rus- 
sia and the allies can not pardon the conqueror of the 
Vol. IL— 19 
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Moflkowa, ought France to forget the hero of the B6r& 

sina ? And shall I consigR to death the man to whom 
ao many Frenchineu are indebted for life — to whom so 
many families owe their sons, their hushaods* or their 
lathers This energetic remoDStrance was rewarded 
by three months' imprisonment ; and Marshal Jourdan 
succeeded, by seniority, to the office of president, which 
he accepted. Ney's advocates, D upin and Berryer, suc- 
cessfully insisted upon the incompetency of the trihunal ; 
and his trial was transferred, by virtue of a royal ordi- 
nance, to the court of peers, where the ministers asked 
for his condemnation in the name of Hurope. It was 
strongly urged that Ney was protected by the capitulation 
of Paris ; but after fifteen sittings, he was condemned to 
death on the 6th of December, 1815, by a majority of 
one hundred and nineteen to forty-one. On the fol- 
lowing day, he was conducted into the gardens of the 
Luxembourg, near the wall of the palace, and a platoon 
of veterans were drawn up to execute the fatal sentence. 
Ney received from the curate of Saint-Sulpice the last 
consolations of religion, and met his fate with that per- 
sonal fortitude which went far to redeem the political 
weakness of his character. Standing erect, with his 
right hand upon his heart, his hat being in the other 
hand, he turned toward the soldiers, and gave the com- 
mand to fire : " Comrades, fire upon me !" He re- 
ceived ten balls, and fell lifeless. His body was de- 
livered to his family, and was afterward buried in the 
P^re la ( liaise, where his monument still witnesses the 
sympathy or contempt of the passers-by. 

The person of Marshal Ney exhibited that robust and 
iron hardihood which constituted the characteristic of 
his temper. He was tall, well-propoi tioned, with a rail- 
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itary carriage, and of a conformation that (Jenoted great 
strengtii and vigor. His features were strongly marked, 
and readily assumed the expression of the passion which 
happened to be dominant in his breast* A prominent 
chin gave an air of resolution to his countenance. His 
complexion was somewhat pale, and in early life his 
large and elevated forehead was covered profusely with 
hair of a fieiy red, which led the soldiers to give him 
the names of the Red Lion" and Peter the Red." 
When the thunder of his cannon was heard alons: the 
battle-field, the men would exclaim among themselves, 
Courage 1 the Red Lion is coming: all will go well, 
for there comes Peter the Red !" In later life, the 
exposure which he had suffered rendered him almost 

bald. 

The character and fame of Ney are fixed in immor- 
tal brilliance and truth, in the title which the emperor 
gave him of **le brave des braves J* At another time, 
he described this marshal as possessing a spirit ^^trem^ 
pee d^aciery But, wliiie speaking of his courage 
as unlimited and inexhaustible, Napoleon always de- 
scribed his judgment as worthless* He never classed 
him among good generals ; and put him in the same 
rank with Murat, as one whose intelligence bore no 
proportion to his valor. <*Ney," said he to Las Ca- 
sas, " is the bravest of men ; but every other faculty 
is subordinate to his courage." On another occasion 
he said, ** Murat and Ney were commonplace kind of 
generals, having no recommendation save personal cour- 
age.** A candid and careful military writer of high re- 
pute has drawn his portrait, as a man notoriously in- 
dolent, and unlearned in the abstract science of war. 
It was necessary for iiim to see, in order to act, and 
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his character seemed to be asleep until some imrniiwiic 

danger aroused all the marvellous energy and fintitude 
with which Nature had endowed him." On the field 
of battle, however, his talents were considerable; his 
covp d*mlf in jparticular, was piercing and accurate. 
His temper was quick, passionate, and somewhat vio- 
lent. The best quality in his military career was the 
attention which he always paid to the comfort and safety 
of his soldiers. 

The splendid heroism which Nej displayed in the 
field, conciliates our admiration for a character which, 
if viewed apart trom scenes of battle, seems but little 
imbued with heroic sentiment, elevated feeling, loyal 
fidelity, or manly truth. Napoleon appears to have ap- 
prehended his nature with entire accuracy. Murat 
and Ney," said he, "were the bravest men I ever wit- 
nessed. Murat, however, was a much nobler character 
than Ney : Murat was generous and open ; Ney partook 
of thecanai^." 

The fitther of Marshal Ney, the old cooper of Sarre- 
louis, survived his son many years, and died in 1826, 
at the age of nearly a hundred. He loved the marshal 
with affection and pride ; and, from motives of tender- 
ness, the fatal events of 1815 were never communica- 
ted to him. The mourning-dress of his daughter with 
whom he lived, and of her children, indicated to him, 
however, that some great ^misfortune had befallen the 
&mily. He never asked what it was, but was observed 
to fall into a deep melancholy ever after, and seldom 
pronounced the name of his son. 
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JOSEPH ANTHONY PONIATOWSKL 

MABBHAT. OF 7BANCJB, OCTOBBa IS, 1819. 

FBtirCI or POLAffD. 

J08SPH AICTHONT9 PiONCB PONXATOWSXI, 8011 of 

Andrew Poniatowski, staroete of Poland, and of The- 
resa de KinskI, his wife, and nephew of Stanislaus 
Augustus, king of Poland, was born at Warsaw, on the 
7th of May, 1762. Entering the Austrian service, as 
sub-lieatenant, in 1779, he became a colonel of dra- 
goons, and aide-de-camp of Joseph the Second, in 
17S7, and served in the Austrian war against Turkey, 
He afterward obtained a command in the Polish army, 
but, on the accession of Stanislaus to the confederation 
of Targowits, he left the service. In 1792 he again 
entered it as a simple volunteer, and served ai^ainst 
Russia with such zeal and ability, that Kosciusko gave 
him the command of a division. D uring the two sieges 
of Warsaw, his gallantry and patriotism won for him 
the admiradon of his countrymen. Upon the surrender 
of that capital, he went to Vienna. Catherine and 
Paul oiFcred liim a position in the Russian army, which 
he declined. He afterward lived in retirement upon 
his estate, near Warsaw, until the campaign of 1806 
and 1807, when he received the coininaiid of a corps 
of the French army. Under the treaty of Tilsit, in the 

19* 



Digitized by Cov.^v^i^ 



JOSBPH PONIATOVSKI. 



latter year, the Prussian provinces of Poland were 

erected into a separate principality, called the grand- 
duchy of Warsaw, and given to the king of Saxony. 
Poniatowski, under this regime, became minister of 
war. In the campaign of ISOQ, he exhibited an ability 
and firmness, which nused his military character to a 
high level. He had the command of the Polish army 
in the graod-ducliy of Warsaw, when the archduke 
Ferdinand invaded it, at the head of forty thousand 
men, at the same time that Charles crossed the Lin. 
The prince, with the patriotism of a Pole, and the 
couracre of a soldier, drew up his troops, amountinof to 
not more than fifteen thousand men, near itaszyn, and 
on the 19th of April, ld09» the hostile armies engaged* 
Notwithstanding Uie great disproportion of the numbers 
engaged, the contest was protracted for several hours, but 
Poniatowski was at length compelled to retire with con- 
siderable loss. On the 21st, Warsaw capitulated ; and 
the prince, accompanied by the senate, and principal 
inhabitants of the city, withdrew to the right bank of 
the Vistula, and ascended that stream toward Gallicia. 
Ferdinand soon after moved toward Thorn, and Ponia- 
towski, learning that an Austrian divirion had crossed the 
Vistula, and lay near Gora, suddenly fell upon it, routed 
it and captured one thousand five hundred prisoners. 
The enemy had supposed that he would retire into 
Saxony, and abandon the grand-duchy ; and his reso- 
lute adherence to his country, rendered great service 
to Napoleon, and drew forth his warm commendation. 
After this campaign, he resumed his duties as minister 
of war; and, in 1811, he was sent to Paris as an en- 
Toy-estraordinaiy. 

Jn 1812, the invask>n of Russir heM out to tfa9 
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country of the prince, a promise of iestoration, and to 
bimself, the prospect of a throne ; jet, with that integ^ 
iky and truthfiihieBS of mind and beait, which made 

him truly worthy of his lineage, lie used his utmost 
endeavors to convince Napoleon of the danger and 
inexpediency of the expedition. When it was decided 
upon, he received the command of the fifth ccurps of the 
army, consisting of thirtynsix thousand men, and crossed 
the Niemen on the 2 Ith of June. He was distinguished 
throughout the expedition by his gallantry and condncti 
and rendered important serrice. At the battle of Bo- 
rodino, be commanded Ae right, which was destined t<> 
turn the Russian left wing : al Wiiikowa, where Murat 
was defeated, he sustained the right wing, and made a 
f^orious resbtance. He shared manfully in the toils 
and sufibrings of this retreat; and, such had been bis 
lots, that, on the 14th of November, at Smolensk, his 
splendid corps was reduced to eight hundred men. 

In tiie campaign of IQldf he appeared as general-io-^ 
chief of the Polish army $ and, as the battle of Leipsig, 
where he won the baton of marshal of the French em- 
pire, and met with a splendid death, is the greatest 
scene of his glory, it is proper here to give a general 
view of the 

CAMPAIGN OF 1813, IN SAXONY, AFTER THE ARMISTICE. 

The armistice expired on the night of the 10th of 
August The period of repose had been diligently 
employed on both sides in assembling troops, and or- 
ganizing means for the ensuing contest Napoleon had 
determined to make the Elbe the centre of his position, 
and, acoordingly, Koenigstein, Dresden, Torgau, Mag* 
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debarg, and HAmburg, covaring a Une from Bohemia 
to the oceaDy were fortified and stroDgly occupied* His 
whole force consisted of nearly four hundred thousand 

men, with one thousand two hundred pieces of cannon; 
and it was disposed as follows : On the extreme left, 
Davouat was at Hamburgh with forty thousand French 
and Danes; near Magdeburg, Oudinot had ninety 
thousand men ; St. Cyr, Vandamme, and I'oniatowski, 
were in Bohemia with seventy thousand ; and the 
residue, amounting to one hundred and forty thousand, 
together with the guard, which was fifty thousand, were 
xinder his own orders, between Dresden and Leignitz* 
The allied forces were yet more numerous ; Br i nadotte, 
with thirty thousand Swedes, and as many HanoveriaDS, 
was at Berlin, and opposed to Oudinot ; Blucher was 
at the head of eighty thousand men, in Silesia ; while 
an immense host, consisting of two hundred and twenty 
thousand Russians, Prussians, and Austrians, were 
concentrated in Bohemia, under command of Prince 
Sehwartaenberg, attended by the emperor of Russia and 
the king of Prussia, and by General Moreau, who had 
just arrived from America. This immense force was 
accumulated in Bohemia for the purpose of turning 
Napoleon's line by its left, and approaching Dresden 
along the left bank of the Rhine. This plan of opera- 
tions has called out much admiration; but, though 
plausible and brilliant, it was, in fact, delusive and ab- 
surd. The idea of turning an army of four hundred 
thousand men, with a line of operations like the Elbe, 
covered with fortified cities, was an impracticable and 
unscientific conception. The manoeuvre was not ap- 
plicable in such circumstances. You timi an army, or 
a position, when you interrupt or endanger its com- 
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naiueitibn with iti bise of opendons, or with its re* . 

serves or supplies : but a fortified line like the Elbe, 
was as good a base as France itself would have been, 
aody with an army of nearly half a millioa to guard it, 
it was a matter of indifierence whether die enemy ap- 
proached it upon one bank or the other. The allies, 
in turning such a position, became turned themselves 
in the same moment, and gave Napoleon an opportunity 
of taking them in the rear, and cutting off theb com- 
munications. 

The aiiies, it will be seen, were thus in a circle 

around the French emperor, who occupied a central 
position in their midst, and determined to renew, on a 
great scale, that system of rapid concentration at suc- 
cessive points which had proved so successful in the 
campaigns in Italy and tiie carapaiii^ai about Eckmuhl. 
His design was to fail upon Blucher in the first in- 
stance ; and though he contemplated the advance of 
the allies from Bohemia into Saxony as a probable 
event, be felt assured that he could return to Dresden 
in time to give battle under its walls with superior force. 
On the 17th, he left Dresden and arrived at Gorlitz, 
wheiie he was joined by Murat from Naples ; and from 
there, be came on the morning of the 19tb to Zittau» 
where he passed in review a part of the eighth corps, 
commanded by Prince Poniatowski. The prince, an 
excellent cavalry officer, presented to him the newly- 
organized Polish Cossacks, and expressed himself in 
the emperor^s presence with a simplicity and frankness 
which advantageously distinguished him from oilier 
generals. To an intrepid courage and extreme benig- 
nity, he added a great complacency, even toward his 
inftriors, which never fimook bim. EQi noble caiiii^se 
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and military taleots appeared to ha^e made a deep and 
&vorable impression on Napoleon ; for be assumed an 
open style of manner toward him, and addressed him 

ill a very different way from that in which he spoke to 
his other generals. " How do you support your right?" 
aaid he, eying the prince attentively, who explained the 
nature of his position and showed that it had been well 
chosen* Napoleon then advanced into Silesia against 
Blucher. This able commander had driven Ney and 
Macdoaald before him on the 18th and 19th, but retired 
again as Napoleon advanced* Meanwhile, on the 22d, 
the allied army, amounting to nearly two hundred thou* 
sand, poured down from Bohemia, and advanced on 
Freyberg and Dohna ; and on the 25th, one hundred 
and twenty thousand men were before the gates of 
Dresden* Napoleon was informed of this movement^ 
at Lowenberg, on the 23d, and giving the command 
of the ariiiv of Shesia to Macdonald, he instantly re- 
turned with the guards and reserve cavalry to Gorlitz, 
and airived, at ten o'clock on the morning of the 26th» 
at the palace of the king o( Saxony, in Dresden, just as 
they were there debating as to the surrender of the city. 
In a short time, the troops which he had thus rapidly 
conducted began to dow into the city like a torrent; 
the guards and the cuirassiers, amounting to sixty thou- 
sand men, arrived about noon* At four o'clock, the 
allies, who were in immense force around the city, and 
had constructed formidable batteries, advanced to tlie 
attack of the city in three great divisions: Wittgenstein 
leading the right, a combined Prussian and Austrian 
corps in the centre, and Prince Maurice of Lichten- 
stein advancing on the left. A furious assault took 
place : the redoubts in the centre and right were car> 
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ried, and the suburbs gained by the gate of Pirna and 

by that on the side of Plauen. Napoleon remained 
quiescent until about seven o'clock, when the arrival 
of the young guard encouraged biiu to make a sortie. 
The gate of P)auen was then thrown open, and the old 
guard, headed by Ney, and (bllowed by Murat and his 
cavalry, rushed forward in an irresisuble sueam, swept 
the assailants before them, and passing the suburbsy 
formed into line on the road to Freyberg ; at the same 
time« the young guard issued forth against the Austrian 
centre and regained the great redoubt ; and Mortier, 
sallying from the Pirna gate on the left, cleared the 
suburbs in that quarter. The allies, thinking that the 
day had been gained, were taken completely by sur- 
prise at this terrible onset : they withdrew their forces, 
and both parties prepared for a great battle on the fol- 
lowing day. During the evening, Marmont's and Vic- 
tor's corps arrived, and Napoleon had now about him 
one hundred and twenty thousand men, of whom twen- 
ty thousand were well-tried cavalry. On the following 
morning, in the midst of a viuleiit rain, the respective 
forces were disposed in the following manner : The 
allies formed a large semicircle, extending from the 
Elba almost to Priesnitz ; their right, consisting of Rus- 
sians and Prussians under Wittgenstein and Kleist, 
wa- on the Pima road ; the centre, under Schwartzen- 
berg, occupied the heights between Strehlen and Plau- 
en; while the left, beyond Plauen, consisted of Austrian 
infantry. Opposite to this wing stood the French right, 
composed of Victor's corps, with the cavalry command- 
ed by Murat behind them ; in tlie centre, supported by 
the redoubts, were Marmont's and St. Cyr's corps, with 
the old guard in reserve, commanded by Napoleon in 
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penon; tnd on the left Nay commanded, wifli the 

young guard and Kellermann's dragoons. The attack 
commenced with brilliant success on the French rif^ht : 
Murat advanced by a circuitous luovemeot, which the 
▼ii^ent rain prevented the enemy from discoyering, and 
appeared at the head of fotuteen thousand horse on the 
plain on the flank and rear of the Austrian left wing, 
while Victor's columns advanced in front : three fourths 
of this division were killed or made prisoners. On the 
French left, Ney advanced with an overwhelming force, 
and Wittgenstein^s 'advanced lines were carried. The 
allied commander-in-chief was about to order up the 
reserve to that point, when a cannon-shot struck Gen- 
eral Moreau, who was chiefly guiding the battle by his 
counsel, and carried oBThoth his legs. It was tiien de- 
termined to retreat, and accordingly, toward the night, 
the whole allied army drew off toward Bohemia, ac- 
tively pursued by the French, and falling soon into 
confusion and disorder. Their loss on this day was 
twenty-five thousand killed and wounded, and thirteen 
thousand prisoners, besides eighteen standards and 
twenty-six cannon. 

Napoleon felt, and had a right to feel» exultation and 
hope; but while brilliant victory attended his arms 
where he appeared in person, a succession of disasters 
befell his generals in all other directions. Vandamme, 
upon whom he relied to act with decisive force upon 
the rear of the allies, was defeated at Culm on the 2dth 
and 30th ; Macdonald, in Bilesia, was defeated by Bin* 
cher at the Katzbach, on the 20th ; and Oudinot by 
Bernadotte, at Gross Beeren, on the 21st. On the 4th 
of September, Napoleon marched against Blucher ; but 
the marshal retired before him, and he letamed to 
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Dresden t few days after. On the 6th, the heaviest 
disaster of all occurred, in the defeat of Ney by Berna- 

dotte at Dennewitz. About the same time the allies 
again advanced from Bohemia, and Napoleon instantly 
put himself at the head of .his troops and marched to 
meet them^ hut they retired as soon as he approached. 
A number of indecisive operations followed, until, on 
the 7th of October, leaving St. Cyr in Dresden, Napo- 
leon, with the rest of his army, set out to deliver the 
blow against Berlin which he had long meditated. On 
the 12th, however, he received intelligence of the en- 
forced defection of the king of Bavaria, and all hope 
of accomplishing the brilliant operations which he had 
meditated was destroyed j and on the 15th, he marched 
back to Leipsig, whither the allies had advanced on the 
6th. On the 16th, Napoleon's army occupied two dis- 
tinct positions : one at Mockern, on the northeast of 
Leipsig, where Marshals Ney and Marmont, with fifty 
thousand men, were opposed to Blucher with fifty-six 
thousand ; and the other about the heights of Wacfaau, 
on the southeast, where Napoleon in person, with one 
hundred and ten thousand men, of whom eighteen thou- 
sand were cavalry, was opposed to the grand allied 
army under Schwartzenberg, amounting to one hun- 
dred and forty-three thousand men, twenty-five thou- 
sand of whom were cavalry. At an early hour in the 
morning, Scbwartzenberg^s army advanced to the at- 
tack, and a tremendous cannonade from six hundred 
guns, by which his columns were preceded, enabled 
him at fiiit to i:ain some advantage. Their progress, 
however, was arrested for a time by a flank attack by 
Macdonald ; and about noon, Napoleon prepared for a 
powerful attack upon their centre The young guard 
Vol. IL— 30 
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under Oudinot, and Victors corps, w«p6 drawn tip in 

column, and preceded by the sixty guns of guard un- 
der General Drouot, as at Wagram, moved forward 
and earned everything before them. Napoleon aent 
word to the king of Saxony that the battle was gained. 
But the resources of the allies were not yet exhausted. 
The Russian grenadiers, whose attack had been felt £0 
signally at Eylau and Friediand, were brought up } the 
advancing colunm was checked, and Napoleon was 
obliired to order up the reserve cavalry under Latour* 
Maubourg and Kellermann. These irresialible horse- 
men rushed forward, and at first everything gave way 
before them ; but the Austrian reserve was now in th6 
field, and after an obstinate contest the French column 
fell back. A last effort was made by Napoleon toward 
evening, by forming Victor^s and Lauriston's corps into 
column, and launching them forward with a numorous 
artillery in front : a powerful Russian battery, however, 
repelled this assault. Soon after, the Austrian general, 
Count Meerfeldt, advanced upon the French right flank, 
but being surrounded by the old guard and by Ponia* 
towski's Poles, his whole battalion and himself were 
made prisoners. Napoleon sent him back with propo- 
sals, to which, however, no reply was received for sev- 
eral days. Night terminated this terrible struggle, in 
which fifteen thousand on each side were killed, with- 
out decisive result to either party. On the north, the 
same day, Ney wa^ defeated and driven in by Biucher. 
At the close of the fight, Napoleon conferred the digni- 
ty of marshal of France upon Prince Poniatowski, in 
tesdmony of the valor which he had exhibited in the 
engagement. On the 17th, Bernadotte, with important 
auxiliaries, arrived in the allied camp; and ail of Napo- 
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boii*t itm t uww wm biot^ht tip. During the nigliti 
Napoleon nuult a complete change in the line of his 

army, to accommodate it to the more contracteH posi- 
tion which it was neceasary to occupy ; tiie right re- 
maining fixed as a pivot on the £lster> the left was 
thrown back, so as to rest on the Partha. 

On the morning of the ISth, the French aimy, 
amounting to about one hundred and seventy thousand 
men, stood to arms against the attack of nearly double 
the number of allied troops, making in all about half 
a million of men, engaged in this " battle of giants." 
The French centre occupied the village of Probstheyde, 
where Murat commanded the corps of Victor and Au- 
gereau ; Macdonald and Lauriston, constituted the left 
wing of the army, under Napoleon in person, and were 
in the villntres of Holzhausen and Stetteritz, behind the 
line of the centre : Marshal Prince Poniatowski, com- 
manded the right wing on the Elster, and occupied 
Doelits and Conneifntx : and the guard, under Napo- 
leon, were near a snuH-nianufactory, in the suburbs, 
whence they could hasten to any point which was 
specially menaced. On the extreme left, on the Par- 
tha, but so separated as to constitute another army, 
rsev and Regnier were opposed to Blucher. About 
nine o'clock, the allies advanced, drove in all the ad- 
vanced posts, and occupied the heights in front of the 
fSXff in immense force. A violent assault was first 
made upon the French right, where Poniatowski com- 
manded the eighth corps of the army; bnt the valor 
and obstinate endurance of that hero, were incapable 
of repulse. Prince Poniatowski," says the Baron 
Odeleben, *^ had die most difficult point to defend, but 
be fully justified, by his boyadless courage, the high 
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confidence which the emperor had reposed in Um 
His litde corps of infantry, reduced to five thousand 

and, at last, to two thousand seven hundred men, per- 
formed prodigies of valor." The emperor, seeing him 
severely pressed, brought up two divisions of the young 
guard to his aid^ and remained with that wing an hour» 
until he was satisfied that the danger in that quarter 
was over. He then rode over with the reserves of the 
old guard to the centre, where the allies had just carried 
part of Probstheyde, and were covering the plain to- 
ward Stetteritz. A tremendous cannonade, on both 
sides, had begun the battle in the centre, which was 
succeeded by a desperate charge, by Kleist's Prussians 
agunst Probstheyde* This was repulsed, but a second 
attack was more successful, and Napoleon arrived juiit 
in time to restore the contest He pushed on with the 
greatest celerity, toward the most advanced ranks, filled 
up the vacancies with the guards which he brought 
with him, drove back the enemy and then returned to 
his original place of observation. On the left, however, 
between Stetteritz and Schoenfeld, the enemy had ad- 
vanced and established themselves in an alarming posi* 
tion; and, intelligence arrived about noon that the 
Saxon artillery and cavalry had gone over to the enemy, 
and about tliree, that the in! autry, also, had quitted their 
ranks. Napoleon then rode across the field toward the 
extreme left, where he found Ney and Regniery whose 
dumb show, signs, .and gesttculationst pointed out that 
the enemy's line were on the plain near Schoenfeld, 
and showed liini too plainly that fortune was betraying 
all their exertions. He immediately returned to tlie 
centre, and brought up a detachment of the old guardt 
and a part of the cavalry of the guard, undbr Ntnsou^t 
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into Ttoaficyctiised by die defection of the Saxons. 

This checked the progress of the enemy, and, during 
the rest of the c! ay, the engagement was reduced to a 
violent caimon»de from both sidetu On the part of the 
allies, eight hundred guns, favorably placed along the 
heights which surrounded the Vrench army, poured 
down their ceaseless fire; on the part of Napoleon, 
five hundred gunS) discharged with a rapidi^ that com- 
pensated for theinferiori^of their number, replied with 
ceaseless fury. After six or seven hours of this tre- 
mendous roar from one thousand two hundred cannon, 
the French began to perceive that their ammunition 
fiuled* It 18 said that thej had discharged two hundred 
thousand shot during the day. Napoleon ordered that 
it should be spared. The day closed, but the can- 
nonade continued till an advanced period of the night. 
Silence, at last, succeeded, with a gloom jet more terri- 
ble than the exdtement of the combat. Napoleon de- 
termined to retreat: there was but one outlet for the 
immense throng which was assembled around him, and 
over that, on the Idth, between daybreak and eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, the army and its followers 
poured along in terrible confusion. 

The assault of the city, by the allies, began at the 
same time, and Napoleon, to allow time for his army 
to escape over the Elster, ordered Poniatowski, Lau« 
riston, and Macdonald, to form a rearguard, and defend 
the suburbs from houpe to house. " Prince," said 
Napoleon to the Polish hero, in assigning him this duty, 
« you will defend the southern suburb." — ^'*8ire," he 
answered, "I have but few followers left." — ^•*What 
of that?" said the emperor, "you will defend it with 
what you have." — Ah, sire," replied the noble war- 
20» 
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rioTf all of us are ready to die for your majesty**' 
Amidst the material sublimity of this great scene of 

power and terror, the character and conduct of this 
princely soldier, assert the still superior grandeur of 
moral digniqr and devotion. The hope of national in- 
dependence, with which he had first drawn his sword, 
had been utterly destroyed ; the confidence which he 
had placed in French protection had long^ heen be- 
trayed: but the native heroism of his spirit, and an 
exalting sentiment of loyalty, led him yet to do battle 
in the ranks of the emperor, with an energy and de^o- 
tion which no motives of interest or ambition could 
have increased. In the actions about Leipsig, fifteen 
officers of his staff had been either killed or wounded ; 
and he had, himself, been wounded on the 14th and 
16th. His duty was to defend the suburb that lies 
nearest the Borna road, and he had but two thousand 
Polish infantry assigned to him for the purpose. With 
an obstinacy that astonished the adrancing hosts, he 
defended the passages until the troops had passed; 
but, just as the rear-guard w as about to retire, the bridge 
over the Elster was blown up. Lauriston, Hegnier, 
and twenty other generals, with one thousand five 
hundred soldiers were made prisoners. Poniatowski, 
who had just received a musket-ball in liis left arm, 
drew his sabre, and, turning to the officers who were 
around him, Gentlemen," said he, '*it is better to 
fall with honor;'' and, at the head of his officers, and 
a few Polish cuirassiers, he rushed upon the advancing 
columns of the allies. They hastened forward to take 
him prisoner, but he cut his way through them, re^ 
ceiving a wound through his cross, and plunged into the 
Plei^e, which he crossed in safeQr, leaving his horse 



Digitized by Google 



BAX0U CAMPAIOir* 



2S6 



behind ia the rhrer. Though much exhausted, he 
mounted another, end, passing through M. Reichen- 
bach's garden, he reached the Ebter, which was already 
lined with Prussian riileinen. Seeing them advance 
toward iiim on all sides, he spurred his horse into the 
river. The banks at that part are steep, and, as the 
prince directed his steed up the declivity, the animal 
reared ; he pulled the rein involuntarily, the horse 
fell backward, over him, and he was borne down by the 
current and drowned. He was in the fifty-second year 
of his age. 

Such was the termination of the great campaiorn ia 
Saxony, and such the memorable battle of Leipsig. 
Napoleon, unconquered in spu'it, and unexhausted of 
mental resources, reorganized his retiring forces, and 
the batde of the forest of Hanau, on the BOth of Octo- 
ber, dlded with a declining lustre, that great name, on 
which the sun of victory was about to set for ever. 

The body of the heroic and unfortunate Polish mar* 
shal was found on the fifdi day, October 24th, by a 
fisherman, and taken out of the water. He had gone 
to battle in his gala uniform ; his epaulets, studded with 
diamonds, and his hands covered with rings set with 
brilliants. On the 26th, he was temporarily interred, 
at Leipsig, with the utmost distinction ; and his Amend 
obsequies were again performed on the 19th of Novem- 
ber, in the church of the Holy Cross, at Warsaw, with 
every ceremony of honor that national and public rev- 
erence could contribute. Victors and vanquished," 
says De Vitry, all the nations of Europe assisted at 
them, and forgot their enmity to mourn over the grave 
of Poniatowski." 

A slone hag been placed to murk the spot where the 
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body of tlie prince was drawn from the river : auid M 
Rdchenbach <>rected in his garden, on the bank whence 

the prince plunged into the river, a monument to hia 
memory, consisting of a beautiful sarcophagus, sur- 
rounded by willows. Thorwalsden was commissioned 
to execute another monument, for hia tomb at Warsaw. 
The prince left no issue, except a natural son. 

•* Poniatovvski,'* said Napoleon, " was a noble char- 
acter, full of honor and bravery. It was my intention 
to have made him king of Polandf had I Buoceeded in 
Russia." 
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MARSHAL 0£^ PRANCE, 1815, A^D NOVEMBER 19, 1831. 

MABqUIt or OROVCBT. 

The name of Grouchy has become so odious to the 
admirers of Napoleon, that a long career of devoted 
service and unquestionable bravery has been forgotten 
in the misfortune or fault of a single day. In judging, 
however, of ability and of motives, in an occasion so 
doubtful as the afiair at Waterloo, Grouchy is entitled 
to the benefit of his previous character, and that was 
one of the most ardent energy and the most active coup* 
age. Few men, indeed, could have been selected out 
of the French army, who would be thought more likely 
to execute any military duly with directness, fidelity, 
and zeal, than a soldier whose spirit and devotion had 
been illustrated in many a trying campaign, and in ev- . 
ery country l^etween Italy and Russia. 

Emmanuel Grouchy, son of Francis James, marquis 
of Grouchy, was bom at Paris, the 33d of October, 1766* 
He was educated to the artOlery service at the school 
of Strasbourg, and became a lieutenant of ariillery in 
1781, a captain in 1784, and lieutenant-colonel and 
sub-lieutenant of the king's body-guards in ].7d6. In 
1793, with the rank of colonel, he served in the army 
of the Alps, and in the Yeudean army in 1793. In 
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1795, he was raised to the rank of general of diviBioDy 
and made chief of the general staff of the army of the 
west in 1795 : in the following year, he formed part 
of the force destined for the invasion of Ireland ; and 
in 1797, he received the command of the twelfth, thir- 
teenth, and fourteenth military divisions of the same 
araiy. He serred in Italy firom 1798 to 1800, and at 
the battle of Novi, on the 15th of Ausrust, 1799, wliere 
his division formed part of the left under PerigDon, he 
was especially distinguished for his enthusiastic courage. 
Finding his men disordered hy the Austrian attack, he 
seized a standard and charged with it at the head of 
his troops ; and when it was struck from his hand in the 
tumult, he rushed forward, holding up his helmet on his 
•word and cheering his men, till he was wounded and 
orerwhelmed in the confusion and made a fnisoner : 
and at the battle of Hohenlinden, on the 3d of De- 
cember, he acquired, by his vaior and endurance, the 
highest distinction. In 1800, he was transferred to the 
army of the Rhine; and in 1801, was appomted in- 
spector-general of the cavalr}% a post which he held 
until 1804. He served with increased distinction in 
Prussia and Poland in 1806 and 1807. In 1808, h« 
was employed in Spain, and received the command of 
Madrid. In 1809, when Napoleon advanced to Vienna, 
General Grouchy served in Italy under the viceroy ; 
and at the battle of Raab, on the 14th of June, where 
he commanded the heayy dragoons on the French right, 
be acquired a reputation of the most brilliant kind» 
Montbruii, commanding the H^ht cavalry, had adv anced 
to support a brigade of infantry, when a terrible column 
of Hungarian cavalry, seven thousand strong, moved 
lapidly forward and overwhelmtd hnn ; Grouchy, with 
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get! the enemy with such fury that they were broken and 
driven coiopleiely in the rear. At the battle of Wa- 
gram, his valor at tlie Head of a bodj of euiraasiersy 
under DavousI on the left, was not leas contpicuooa. 
In this year, he was created count and colonel-general 
of chasseurs. In the invasion of Russia, he command- 
ed the third corps of cavalry of reserve, amounting to 
ten thousand men. At the battle of Borodino, Grou- 
chy, on ins side,*' says Segur, by sanguinary and re» 
peated charges on the left of the great redoubt, secured 
the victory and scoured the plain.^' At the passage of 
the Beresina, on the retreat from Moscow, the emperor 
collected about his person all the officers of the cavalry 
who were yet mounted, and styled this troop, amount* 
ing to about five hundred, his sacred squadron : Grou- 
chy and Sebastiani commanded it In 1813 and 1S14, 
he was again in command of cavalry. At the battle of 
Vauchamps, on the 14th of February, Orouchy's valor 
was conspicuous ; and after the retreat of the Prussians, 
he perforuaed a circuitous movement with a body of 
three thousand horsemen, by which he intercepted the 
rediing columns of Blucher, who were dbMged to out 
their way through his squadrons, with the loss of two 
regiments made prisoners, and a large number of sol- 
diers killed. At the engagement of Craon, on the 7th 
of March, Grouchy iw.vounded. After the restorar 
iion of Louis XVIII. , in the latter year, he was ap- 
pointed inspector-general of the chnsseurs and lanrers. 
Upon Napoleon's return, he was created marshal ol" the 
empire during the hundred days and when Napo* 
leon organized the army of the Netherlands, Orouch> 
received tlie superior command of ihe 7tli and 19th 
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milUaiy diraioos, and afterward of Ae four corps of 
the cavalry of reserve. His name is so strongly asso- 
ciated with the operations in 1S15, that his biography 
appears to be the most appropriate place to introduce 
an account of — 

THE CAMPAIGN OF WATERLOO. 

On the morning of the 12th of June, 1815, Napo- 
leon left Paris, and passing Soissons and Laon, 
arrived at Avesnes, on the evening of the Idth. On 

the night of the 14th, the French army, consisting of 
one hundred and twenty-two thousand, four hundred 
men, and three hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, 
was distributed as follows : the left, amounting to forty- 
seven thousand men, was around Solze-sur-Sambre ; 
the centre, sixty thousand strong, was at Beaumont, 
with the headquarters ; and the right, of above fifteen 
thousand men, was in advance of Phillippeville. At 
the same time, the Prussians, under Bhicher, amount- 
ing to one hundred and twenty thousand men, in four 
corps, were cantoned as follows : the first corps, under 
General Zietten, was in advance of Fleuras; the 
second, under General Pirch, was before Namur; 
the third, under Thielman, was arouud Ciney ; and 
the fourth, under Bulow, was in the rear at Liege* 
The English army, under the duke of Wellington, 
amounting in all to one hundred and four thousand 
men, of whom thirty-seven thousand were British, and 
sixty-seven thousand, Germans, Hollanders, and Flem- 
ings, were at Brussels, Niveiles, Gand, Grammont, and 
other neighboring places. The duke*s headquarters 
^ were at Brussels, and Blucher's were at Nainur ; and 
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it WM amnged that in the erent of an advance by the 

French, the English army should rally at Quatre-Bras, 
and the Prussian at Fleurus. At daybreak on the 16th, 
the three French cc^arons commenced their march, and 
up to that moment, so secretly and rapidly had Napo- 
leon's movements been made, that no knowledge of the 
intended attack existed at either the EngUsh or Prus- 
' sian headquarters. Zietten was driven in with con- 
siderable loss» and Blucher immediately ordered all 
his troops to concentrate behind Fleurus; and the 
French advanced to Charleroi. Napoleon's plan of 
campaign was to fall upon Blucher with his whole 
army, and destroy him brfore the duke of Wellington 
could join him, and then to direct all his forces against 
the duke. Accordingly, the centre was pushed for- 
ward, on the night of the 15th, between Charleroi and 
Fleurus, while the left, commanded by Ney, was at 
Grosselies, with its vedettes upon Quatre-Bras. Blucher 
had assembled three corps behind Fleurus, his centre at 
Ligny, his right at St. Amand, and his left at Sombref, 
on the road to Namur. Ney was ordered to march, at 
daybreak on the 16th, in advance of Quatre-Bras, and 
take a strong posidon on the Brussels road, and when 
Blucher was well engaged in front, to fall upon his 
right Hank and rear, and surround him. Everything 
depended upon this movement of Ney* At Ligny and 
St Amand, the batde became general between two and 
three o'clock in the afternoon ; the emperor remarked 
lo Count Gerard, in giving him orders for the attack 
of the former village, In diree hours the fate of the 
war may be decided : if Ney executes his orders prop- 
erly, not a cannon of the Prussians will escape : they 
are completely surprised." Ney, certainly, never exe- 
Voju IL— 21 
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CQted the orders he had received, and the fiulure of the 

campaign may bo attributed to that. Napoleon heaped 
the severest blame upon the marshal ; but the fault 
really rested with the duke of Wellington : his move- 
ments had attached to the execution of Ney's orders a 
condition of impossibility. 

As early as three o'clock, on the afternoon of the 
15th, Wellington, at Brussels, was apprized that the 
French army, with Napoleon at their head, had entered 
Gharleroi that morning, and were advancing upon 
Brussels. He instantly issued orders for the concen- 
tration of aU his troops upon Quatre-Bras, went, in the 
evening, to a hall at the duchess of Richmond's, for 
the purpose of calming the alarm which hegan to pre- 
vail in the capital, and, at an early hour the next morn- 
ing, rode over to Quatre-Bras. At that point, the 
prince of Orange's corps, ten thousand strong, was 
assemhied at dayhreak; Picton*s division, and the 
Brunswickers, amounting to ten thousand more, arrived 
about two o'clock ; soon after the duke came up 
with two other English divisions : and, toward even« 
ing the guns were upon the ground. Both armies be* 
came engaged about three o'clock ; but, before they 
be^an, Wellinorton rode over to Blucher's headquarters, 
and concerted the movements which should take place 
on the next day* It was then arranged that the duke 
should retire to Waterloo, which he had long before 
noted as an admirable field of battle, and that Blucher 
should retire, not toward Namur, but by Wavres ; and 
the Prussian field-marshal pledged himself to unite 
with his ally on the plains of Waterloo* The result 
of the battles of Quatre-Bras and Ligny, was indecisive : 
at the former, the duke had the advantage, and Ney 
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ntirod in the eyemng; at the other point, Blucher, 
after an obstinate conflict, was routed; the veteran 

marshal, himself, unhorsed, and ridden over by a 
troop of cavaky. Being too much injured to mount 
his horse the next day, the retreat was conducted by 
Gneisenau, in the direction of Wavres* The duke of 
Wellington passed the night on the field of battle, and, 
on the 17th, retired through Genappe to Waterloo, 
where he took a position. Nnpoleon, having sent 
General Pqol, with a division of his light cavalry, and 
a division of infantry, followed by Marshal Grouchy, 
with thirty thousand men, to pursue the Prussians 
toward Wavres, and not to lose sight of them, set 
out with the rest of the army to follow Wellington. In 
describing the battle of Ligny, in his memoirs, Na- 
poleon says that Marshal C/rouchy, and Generals Ex- 
almans, and Pajol, were distinguished by their intre- 
pidity. No engagement between the hostile troops 
took place, except at Genappe, where a body of 
French lancers, pressing on the English rear-guard, 
which was commanded by Lord Uxbridge, were first 
attacked, ineffectually, by the seventh hussars, and then 
routed by the life-guards. Napoleon, seeing that there 
would be a great battle the next day, sent orders, in 
the eveninrr, to Grouchy, to send part of his force, with- 
out delay, to join the grand army, and with the rest to 
follow the Prussians closely, and, if they entered Brus- 
sels, to bring his whole detachment to the field of battle. 

The night of the 17th, and the morning of the ISth, 
were rainy : it cleared, however, after sunrise, and the 
English army was seen drawn up about Mont St. Jean. 
The whole force under Wellington, was about seventy- 
6 B thousand, of whom thirty-five thousand were Eng- 
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Ikhy and it was drawn up as followa : the Bronawickan^ 

Hanoverians, and Belgians, were in the centre, behind La 
Haye Sainte, with all the cavalry in their rear : Picton's 
and Clinton's divisions were on the left of that farm ; 
the artillefy was arranged along the whole front of the 
position; and, Hougouinont and La Haye Sainte, 
strong^ly occupied, the former by Byng's guards, and 
the latter by a division of the king's German legion* 
The force ander Napoleon was about equal in numbers^ 
but Yeij superior in the character of the troops. The 

army was divided into eleven colimins, and formed into 
three lines, the first two lines containing four columns 
each, and the third three. By hal^past ten o'clock, 
these lines had taken up their portions. The principal 
attack was intended to be against the English left, or 
rather, their left centre; but it was to be prepared and 
disguised by a sharp attack against Hougoumont, on 
their right The left centre was selected as the direc- 
tion of attack, because it seemed weak^, and because 
success in that quarter would throw the Eaglish army 
oSl from the Prussians. The hrst line, accordingly, 
had two columns upon the left of the road to Charleroi, 
destined to act against Hougoumont ; and two on its 
right intended for the attack upon the left. The column 
on the extreme left, con^sisted of the light cavalry of the 
second corps, which was on both sides of the road to 
Nivelles ; next to it, on its right, and extending for 
one thousand toises, between the roads to Nivelles and 
Charleroi, were three divisions of infantry of the second 
corps, under General Reille, Jerome's division being 
on the left, near the wood of Hougoumont, F07 in 
centre, and Bachelu on the right, resting on the Char* 
leroi road. On the other side of the road, the four 
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dmBioas of iafaotrj, of the first corps^ formed the third 
column, and, oo its right, the light infantry of the same 
corps, formed the fourth column, the whole corps com- 
manded by Lieutenant-General Count d'Erlon, and 
extending between the Charleroi road and Frichemont. 
These formed the first line. The second line consisted 
of Kellermann's cuirassiers, in two lines, one thousand 
one hundred toises in extent, forming the first column 
on the left, resting on the Nivelles road, and Milhaud's 
cuirassiers, in two lines, nine hundred toises in length, 
constituting the fourth column, and resting on Friche- 
mont ; and between these, the sixth corps, under Count 
Lobau, covered both sides of the Charleroi road, its 
infantry, in column, in two divisions, formed the second 
column of this line, with its right on the road, and its 
light cavalry, under Daumont, followed by Subenrie's 
light cavalry, both in close coltitnn, formed the third 
column, and had their left on the same road. The 
third lineconsbted of twenty squadrons of the dragoons 
and grenadiers of the guard, forming the first column, 
and drawn up in two lines between the Nivelles and 
Cliarleroi road ; of the foot-guards in twenty-four bat- 
talions, formed in two divisions of six lines, on both 
sides of the Charleroi road, and drawn back toward the 
farm of Rossome ; and of twenty squadrons of the chas* 
seurs and lancers of the guard, funning the third col- 
umn, on the right of the road« At eleven o^clock, 
Napoleon rode along the ranks, and was received with 
unbounded enthusiasm. ^'The enemy^s army,'* he 
remarked, "is more numerous than ours; neverthe- 
less, we have ninety chances in our favor, and not ten 
against us." He then placed himself at the head of Jus 
guards, dismounted, and gave the order to advance. 

21* 
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In <1bs great imtde, the Instances of individual henn 

ism, and the anecdotes of personal daring, have been 
80 numerous, that in the descriptions that have been 
given of it» the general and collective view of the en* 
gagement has been lost in an irnmenaiQr of details. In 
the following account, nothing but an outline statement 
of the movements and their results will be gnven : — 

The battle began by the advance of Jerome's di- 
viaioD on the lefi» and a sharp fire of musketiy in the 
woods of Hougoumont As the woods were gradually 
gained, a battery of thirty British guns opened from 
the enclosure, and Reiiie ordered the artillery of his 
second division to advance. Napoleon at the same 
time sent up Kellermann^s twelve pieces of light artil^ 
lery. The cannonade became very severe, and the 
contest in the woods, which were gained and lost sev- 
eral times, witnessed prodigies of valor. Foy's di- 
vision was ordered to support Jerome: the woods 
were carried ; a battery of eight howitzers was opened 
against the chateau, which was soon c onsumed, but 
the court-yard was still held by a detachment of the 
English foot-goards and Brunswickers. The grand 
attack upon die centre was now organized and placed 
under the coiauiaiul of Marshal Ney. He had just 
sent an aide-de-camp to inform the emperor that all was 
ready, and that he wuted only for the signal. Before 
giving it, the emperor surveyed the whole field, and 
perceived in the direction of St. Lambert something 
that seemed like troops. All the glasses of the staff 
were immediately turned in that direction ; and opin-* 
ions varied as to whether it was the Prussians or 
Grouchy. In this doubt, the light cavalry under Dau-> 
mont and Subervie, amounting to thirty thousand, and 
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forming the tiiird coiumo of the second linet were di 
rected to move round to the right and take pontion in 
fiont of these new troopB. Soon ifier» a Pniaaian 
officer of chaaseiirs was captared, who gave informa 
tion that this was Bu low's corps, which had not been 
engaged at Ligny, and amounted to thirty thousand 
men* Count Lobau was at once ordered to move with 
his two divisions of the infantry of the sixth corps, 
forming the second column of ihe second line toward 
St. Lambert, and orders were again despatched to 
Grouchy to hasten his march. Napoleon's line of 
battle before the attack on the centre was thus weak- 
ened by ten thousand men. <<We had, this morn- 
ing, ninety chances in our favor," said Naj^oleon to 
Soult : Bulow's arrival has taken thirty from us ; we 
have still sixty against forty ; and if Grouchy arrives* 
we shall win the battle.'* It was noon when they 
began to advance. Two divisions of the fust corps, 
flanked upon their left by eighty pieces of cannon on 
the Charleroi road, and led by Ney in person, ad* 
vanced against the farm of St Haye $ while the two 
other divisions of the same corps, with the cavalry on 
its right, was to adv ance on the village of Haye, on the 
British left. This formidable column was received by 
a galling fire from Picton's division ; and when disor* 
dered by its severity, Ponsonby's brigade of horse 
charged with irresistible fury, broke the column, and 
took a large number of prisoners and cannon, togetiier 
with two eagles. Napoleon rode forward at full speed, 
and ordered up a brigade of Milhaud's cuurassiers 
from tlie second line. They set off, shouting "Vive 
TEmpereur!" assailed the dl:50fdered British cavalry, 
and drove them back with great loss* Picton and 
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PoQsoobjT were both killed. 8t. Haye now became 
the centre and object of a protracted and fierce con-* 
test ; repeated charges were made by both armies, and 

repulsed with the greatest valor. During the afternoon, 
a body of not less than twelve thousand splendid cav- 
alry, consisdng of Milbaad's and Kellermann's cuiras- 
siers, and the reserve cavalry of the guards under 
General Guyot, were engaged in repeated charges 
against the British centre. The cavalry of Wellington 
were overmastered and driven back $ but the infantry 
threw themselves into squares, and received with un- 
moving firmness the assaults of the terrible horsemen, 
who a?ain and again precipitated themselves upon their 
close ranks. Meanwhile, Planchenoit, on the right, 
had become the scene of a fierce encounter between 
Lobau^s division, aided by the young guard, and Bu- 
low's corps ; and, after a long struggle, the latter were 
worsted and began to retire. But a new body of 
Prussians under Ziethen was now descried further along 
the French right, and it was certain that Blucher's 
main army was at hand, while nothing could be seen 
of Grouchy. Napoleon saw the necessity of determin- 
ing the contest with the English before theur allies came 
in full force upon the field, and accordingly gave direc- 
tions for a grand final attack by the old guard. This 
magnificent body of the finest foot-soldiers that the 
world ever saw — whose weight, thrown into the balance 
of a divided battle, bad so often turned the scale of 
victory— moved forward, about seven in the evening, 
in two columns — the first under Feille, and the second 
under the dauntless Ney. Their attack was directed upon 
the right of the enemy's centre, at St. Haye. Napoleon 
himself marched at the head of the second column 
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along the Charieroi road, as far as the point at which the 
men turned off to their left* It was thought that he was 
about to stake hk life upon their charge ; but at that 

point, addressing ihem as they passed, he stopped aud 
awaited the result Wellington took immediate dispo- 
sitions to receive these formidable assaults. Adam'a 
brigade were drawn up» with their guns inclined toward 
the lefty and powerful batteries opened on the flank and 
in front. Sir Hus.sey Viv ian's dragoons were stationed 
on the other side of St. Haye, and the foot-guards and 
thirtieth and seventj-thud regiments stationed in boot 
of the adyancing column, lying down in a ditch whicfa 
concealed them from view. As Reille came forward, 
the fire from Adam's guns soon dispersed his cavalry 
on that flankf and checked and disordered his infantry. 
Ney then, having had his horse shot, advanced on foot 
with his sabre in his iiaiid, leading on the solid mass 
upon whose firmness stood depending the fate of 
Europe. The guns were driven back, and the column 
advanced within forty paces of the ditch. The duka 
then gave the order, *' Up, guards, and at Lhem." The 
men rose with a shout, rushed forward} and poured a 
tremendous fire on the French ranks* under which 
they melted away and began to recoiL The duke 
then ordered Sir Hussey's dragoons to charge upon 
their right flaniv, while Adam advanced upon the other 
side. It was precisely the situation of the batde of 
Cannie, and the result was not less conclusive* The 
guards were overwhelmed and driven back in wild 
confusion. At the same moment, Blucher's troops 
were seen advancing from Chain and driving the French 
out of La Haye. Tout est perdu — sauve qui peut»" 
was beard on every aidia. Wollingloii ordered the 
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whole line to advance ; aod the French army waa 
vwepi from the field io utter and hopeless rain. It 
was a torrent dislodged from its bed, hurling away 

everything in its course." The British advaoced along 
the Genappe road as far as Maison du Roi, where 
Wellington and Blucher embraced at nine o'clocky 
and the latter took charge of the pursuit 

The conduct of Marshal Grouchy on this occasion 
has been the subject of ceaseless controversy. What 
effect his presence, with thirty-two thousand troops, on 
the field of batde, might have had upon the contest* it is 
not easy to determine. Probably it would have changed 
the day. But the culpability of Grouchy is altogether 
a different question. He was certainly wanting in ac- 
tivity» seali and intelligence* but he was not guU^ of a 
breach of orders, and Napoleon never charged that fault 
upon him. In this matter, the blind and ignorant pop- 
ular feeling has, as is usual in such cases, gone far be- 
yond the voice of the person most feelingly interested 
to blame the marshal. I asked Napoleon," says Br* 
0*Meara, "if he tliought Grouchy had betrayed him 
intentionally. *No, No,' replied iSapoleon ; 'but there 
was a want of energy on his part* " According to the 
statements made by the emperor at St Helena, Grouchy 
pursued Blucher by the two routes of Mont Guibert 
and Gembloux ; but reports having induced the belief 
that the greater part of the Prussians had retired by 
Gembloux (which seems to have been the fact), he di- 
rected most of his forces to that point, which he reached 
at four o'clock in the evening of the 17th. In the even- 
ing, he received certain information that the principal 
part of the Prussian army waa moving toward Wavrea* 
h was then six oWock, and the soldiefs had encamped 
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and wm preparing dieir suppers. Grouchy judged 
tbat it would be better not to march until early in the 

morning : he would still be before Wavres in time, he 
thought; and the soldiers having taken a good rest, 
would be full of spirits. Thus the Prussians gained a 
march upon him; and this delay was, as Napoleon 
thought, the chief cause of the loss of the batde of Wa- 
terloo. In the morning of the 18th, Grouchy was in 
march to Wavres, which is only three leagues irom 
Gembloux* Blucher, with three corps of. his army* 
had been pressing eagerly forward toward St Lambert, 
in compliance with the pledge which he had ffiven the 
duke. Thiel man's corps, amounting to sixteen thou- 
sand, was left at Wavres, and was engaged with Grouchy 
during the day. The cannonade at Waterloo was, of 
course, heard* at Wavres, and there could be no doubt 
that a great battle was going on at that point. General 
Excelmans, who commanded the cavalry under Grou- 
chy, went up to the marshal and said to him, The 
emperor is engaged with the English army ; there can 
be no question about it. Such a cannonade as that is 
no skirmish. Marshal, our duty is, to march toward 
the firt* I am an old soldier of the army of Italy, and 
I have heard General Bonaparte lay down that rule a 
hundred times. If we move to the left, we shall arrive 
on the field of battle in two hours." — " I believe you 
are right," said the marshal ; ^* but if Blucher should 
march from Wavres and take me in flank, I shall com* 
mit myself by breaking my orders, which are to march 
against Blucher." Count Gerard then pointed out to 
Grouchy, that the orders had reference to an earlier 
time, that he ought to have been at Wavres the day 
before, and that Blucher* who had gained a maieb oo 
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him, was probably by this time in communicdtioii with 
Wellington ; and that the safest thing was, to march 
toward the field of battle. The marshal appeared con* 
viDced ; bttt» at this moment, he received information 
Airt his light cavalry had become engaged with the 
Prussians at Wavres ; that their whole army was there, 
and amounted to eighty thousand men. He then 
marched to Wavres, which he reached at four o'clock 
ia the afternoon ; and believing the whole Prossian ar- 
my to be before him, he spent two hours in forming his 
line of battle and making his dispositions. It was then 
be received the message from the officer despatched 
from the field of battle at ten in the rooming. 

Such is the narrative dictated by Napoleon at St. 
Helena. Now, wliat was the order despatched to him 
at ten o'clock ? It has been published by Grouchy : 
^ His majesty desires," says Soult to Grouchy,, under 
the date of 18th June, 1815, ten o'clock, that you 
should direct your movements upon Wavres, in order 
to approach and act in concert with us, driving before 
jott all the Prussians who have taken that direction, or 
who might stop at Wavres, where you should endeavor 
to arrive us soon as possible." In engaging the Prus- 
sians at Wavres, therefore, Grouchy was acting in ac- 
cordance with the wishes of the emperor at ten o'clock 
on the 18tfa. In point of fact, Blucher had been at 
Wavres with his whole army, amounting to seventy-five 
thousand men, in four corps, on the night of the 17th. 
At an early hour on the 18th, in conformity with the 
arrangement made with the duke on the 16th, he sent 
the fenrth corps under Bulow, which was firesh and 
entire, on to vSt. Lambert. Soon after, the second corps, 
under Pirch, amounting to eighteen thousand men, was 
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ient forward io the same direcdoD ; and he marched 
himself with the first, which was commanded by Zie- 

then. The third, under Thielman, amoiintinir to six- 
teen thousand, remained at Wavres, aod became en- 
gaged with Grouchy. On the following morning, after 
Grouchy had routed Thielman, and was preparing to 
march to Brussels, he received intelligence of the rout 
at Waterloo, with orders to retire upon Laon. He did 
so, and arrived there on the 2dth, with his whole corps 
of thirty-two thousand. It is not difficult to see that 
Orouchy did comply both with the ^irit of his orders 
and with the intentions of Napoleon. On the morning 
of the 18th, the whole Prussian army was at Wavres ; 
and Napoleon's design then seems Io hare been» that 
Grouchy should engage them there, which that marshal 
attempted to do. The failure of the emperor's arrange- 
ments is to be ascribed to Blucher's fidelity to the 
scheme planned by the duke of Wellington, and to his 
dexterity and daring in leaving Thielman's corps to 
widistand Grouchy's force of double its strength, and 
suddenly marching off three corps of the army to St» 
Lambert on the morning of the battle. 

The comparative merits of Napoleon and the duke 
of Wellington in these operations, have been discussed 
with a vehemence characteristic of the fierce hereditary 
jealousy of the two nations of which they were the 
champions. To arrive at a sound view upon the sub- 
ject, it is necessary to make a distinction between the 
campaign of Waterloo and the battle of Waterloo, which 
was the conclusion of it. In looking at the former as a 
whole, it is impossible not to acknowledge the clear 
aaperiority of that great master of strategy— the duke 
of Wellington. The art of war, in modern times, is bo 
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completely reduced to the principle of having a greatwr 
force than the enemy at the point of contest, that we 
maj aaaume that, when the campaign opened on the 

14 ih of June, the object which Napoleon liacl to accom- 
piish was, to fight the Prussians and tlie English sep- 
arately ; and that the problem which the duke of Wel- 
lington was lequiied to solve was, always to fight in 
conjunction with Bluch^sr* Now, Napoleon fought the 
allied armies twice, and on both occasions he fought 
them together. When hostilities commenced, he bad 
those advantages which he had so often turned to splen- 
did triumphs against less accomplished opponents ; he 
was in a central po>iiion, while the enemy were on a 
circle around him, and he had the initiative. He threw 
his whole anny upon Blucher with astonishing rapidity: 
tof success ID that battle» ail depeoded upon die left 
wing under Ney. The advance of that wing would 
either overwhelm Blucher, or would at least turn him 
toward Namur, and separate him from Wellington. At 
a quaftw past three, on the 16th of June, 1815, Soult, 
major-general, wrote to Ney from Ligny : « His majesty 
orders nje to direct you instantly to surround the ene- 
my's right, and to fall upon his rear. Their army is 
lost, if you act with vigor ; the fate of France is in 
your hands. Lose not a moment in making the pre- 
scribed movement.'^ But this movement, so vital to 
the success of Napoleon, was defeated by Wellington's 
tapid concentration of his troops at Quaire Bras to 
fight Ney, who, when this order was received, was 
struggling with twenty thousand, and soon after with 
thirty thousand, of the enemy. This battle was the 
Friedland of tlie allies in principle, though undeciatve 
in its result. The anival of the duke, moreover, p» 
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▼ented the Prussians from being driven toward Namur. 

They retired on Wavres, and were, on the following 
day, to unite with the English. Napoleon's separation 
of his army, by detaching so large a part of it under 
Grouchy, was a departure from those principles of war- 
fare which he had so often taught and illustrated : it 
exposed him to the danger of the enemy suddenly con- 
centrating their force and falling upon one pnrt of the 
army under him with their united force ; which is pre* 
cisely what took place. In regard to the battle of the 
18th, it iiiny lairly be admitted, that Napoleon would 
have defeated tlie carp d'armee commanded by Wel- 
lington, if the Prussians had not come up | nay, it may, 
perhaps, with truth be said, that he did conquer them 
until the Prussians came up. But when it is said that 
the arrival of the Prussians secured the victory to Wel- 
lington, the highest tribute is paid to Wellington's abil- 
ity, which arranged that Prussian movement, made it a 
part of his operations, and relied upon it with undoubt- 
ing confidence. Waterloo was the duke of Welling- 
ton's Marengo. 

After the battle of Waterloo, Grouchy was deprived 
of his dignity of marshal, by a royal ordinance of the 
1st of August, 1815. He came to America, where he 
spent some years in a kind of disgrace. On the 19th 
of November, 1831, however, his rank of marshal was 
restored to him ; and in 1831, he was made a peer of 
France. In 1S07, Grouchy received the grand eagle 
of the legion of honor; in 1808, the grand cross of the 
Bavarian military order of merit : in 1811, he was 
made a commander of the crown of iron, and in 1815« 
cmnmander of the order of St Louis* He died on tho 
TA of June, 1847. 
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MAfiBHAL OF F&ANO£» MAT 19, 1804. 

]>VXI or ISTMA. 

The bffillitDt gioup which surrounded the emperor, 
ofiers no ch«rtcter more respectable for ability and for 

dignity of conduct, or more engaging for integrity and 
purity of purpose, than the Marshal Bessieres. Equal 
10 his high duty, he never aspired beyond it ; and filled 
a great sphere of public service without that stimulus 
of ambition which is usually requisite to urge and sus- 
tain men through a lofty career of effort and distinction. 
Quick in his perceptions, sound in judgment, inde- 
pendent in feeling, and cool in temper, his sagaciiy 
never took a selfish direction ; but he always served 
with simple and ioyal integrity, tlie master to whom he 
owed everything, and over whose personal safety it was 
his especial office to watch. From the period of the 
Creadon of the guides, he was exclusively intrusted 
with the duty of guarding the general-iti-chief, and the 
headquarters. In all the great battles he rendered the 
greatest services. 

Jean-Baptiste Bessidres, son of Mathurin Bessieres 
and Antoinette Lemosy, his wife^ was bom at Proisac, 
in Quercy, on the 6th of August, 1768. He was 
thrown, by the revolution, into the career of arms, and 
served, originally, as a private soldier, in the lojal 
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fcorse-guards of Louis XVL, in 1792, and afterward, 
in the same year, in the twenty-second chasseurs, in 
ihe army of the eastern Pyrenees. In 1793, be was 
advanced successively to the rank of sub-lieutenant, 
and of lieutenant; he was made captain, in 1794, and 
the same year was transferred to the army of Italy. 
When Napoleon took the command, in 1796, Bes- 
sidres was a major, and soon attracted the attention of 
the general, by acts of extraordinary personal bravery. 
So highly did Napoleon esteem his talents and char- 
acter, that when the corps of guides was organized, 
from which the consular and imperial guard afterward 
sprung, Bessidres was appointed its commander. That 
celebrated body, took its origin after the passage of the 
Mincio, in May, 1796, of which an account will be 
found in the history of the Italian campaigns. On the 
30th of May, Augereau's division had crossed the river 
and marched up the left bank. Serrurier's had also 
passed, and pursued the enemy, and Napoleon marched 
with it as long as the Austrians were in sight : he then 
returned to a castle in Valeggio, where his headquar- 
ters were established, and being troubled with a bead* 
ache, was making^ use of a foot-bath. Massena's divis- 
ion, appointed to cover Valeggio, were preparing their 
dinner on the other side of the river, not having yet 
crossed the bridge. Suddenly an alarm was given diat 
Sebottendorf division, which was below the town, 
hearing the cannonade had marched up, and meeting 
no troops, had penetrated as far as the lodgings of the 
general-in-chief. The picquet-guard had barely time 
to shut the gate and cry, " To arms !" and, Napoleon 
was obliged to throw himself upon his horse with one 
boot on, and escape through the back gate of the garden 
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behind the house. Massena^s men, apprized of 

occurrence, quickly overturned their pots and kettles, 
rushed over the bridge, and chased the Austrians out 
of the town. The danger which Napoleon had thus 
incurred, convinced him of the necessity of having a 
guarc of picked men, trained to the service, and espe- 
cially charged to watch over his personal safety. He, 
accordingly, formed the corps of guides, consisting of 
picked men, who had served ten years at least, and 
rendered great services in the field. They wore the 
uniform afterward used by the chasseurs of the guard, 
of which they were the nucleus. Major Bessidreswas 
charged with the organizing of this corps, and continued 
to command it. From that time we fin^, him, in differ- 
ent ranks, always at the head of the consular or imperial 
guard, charging witli the reserve, deciding the battle, 
or profiting by the victory. At the time of bis death, 
he was colonel of the cavali \ of the gnard. 

After the battles of Rivoli, and La Favorite, Bes- 
sieres was honored with the office of carrying the colors 
to Paris. He rose with the man whose notice had dis- 
tinguished him, sharing his personal familiarity, and 
enjoyed a large portion of those favors which were so 
liberally heaped on merit. In the rank of chief of brL 
gade, he accompanied Napoleon to Egypt ; and, on his 
return, was created a brigadier-general, and one of the 
commanders of the consular guard, and took part in the 
battle of Marengo. In 1802, he was made a ereneral of 
division; and, in 1804, was made a marshal of the 
empire, and a grand-officer of the legion of honor. In 
the campaign of Austerltte, and in those of Russia and 
l^olaiul, he had the comuiaiid of the division of the im- 
perial guard. In 1808, Bessieres was sent into Spain, 
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nod the secoad corps of the army, having) upon Mon* 
oey's advance to Madnd, been increased hy reinforce* 
ments till it reached twenty-three thousand men, this 

force was called the army of the western Pyrenees, and 
placed under Bessieresi who established his head- 
quarters at Burgos. He suppressed, with vigor and 
success, an insurrection which broke out soon after he 
took the command, in June. On the 14th of July, lie 
defeated Cuesta at Rio Seco; displaying great ability, 
promptness, and decision, and winning a decbive vic- 
tory over superior numbers, at a very critical moment 
in the afiaurs of the French. When Napoleon heard 
of the victory he said that it was the battle of Almanza, 
and that Bessieres had saved Spain. In 1809, he was 
created duke of Istria, and returned from Spain upon 
the commencement of the campaign in Germany. 

At the battle of Wagram, Bessieres had the com- 
mand of all the cavalry, and an untoward ball deprived 
this important arm of a leader, at a very important mo- 
ment. After durecting the attack agauist the centre, 
which Macdonald conducted with so much heroism, 
I^apoleon gave directions to Bessieres, to charge with 
the whole cavalry, upon the right wing of the enemy, 
which was very far advanced. Bessieres had barely 
started to execute the order, when he was knocked 
down by the most extiaordinary cannon-shot ever seen. 
A ball, in full sweep, tore his breeches open from the 
top X>f the thigh to the knee, running along the leg in a 
zig-zag form, as if it had been lightning. He was 
thrown so suddenly from his horse, that it was i^up- 
posed he had been instantly killed : the same shot 
forced the barrel from his pistol, and carried off both 
barrel and stock. The emperor had seen him fidl, but 
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did Dot* at fim recognise him. **'Who w itV* mM 

he, in his usual expression. "Bessieres, sire," was 
the reply* He immediately turned his horse round, 
laying. Let us go> for I have no time to weep ; let 
us avoid another scene alluding to the death of 
Lannes, a few days bdbre at Essling. He sent Savary 
to see if Bessieres was alive : the marshal had been 
carried oiOT the deld^ and had recovered his senses, hav- 
ing been merely stunned, and bis limb, for a time, par- 
alysed* Bessieres was adored by the guards, among 
whom he passed his life. When he was struck, a 
mournful cry arose from the whole battalion. When 
Napoleon saw bim the next time, he cried, Bessieres, 
the ball wbicb struck you drew tears from all my 
guard : return thanks to that ball ; it ought to he very 
dear to you." 

In 1811, Bessieres was placed in command of the 
army of the north in Spain ; and in the following year, 
at the bead of the cavalry of the imperial guard, accom- 
panied Napoleon in his invasion of Russia. The cam- 
paign of 1813, in Saxony, A>und the duke of Istria at 
the post of duty and of danger. Las Cases chanced to 
meet bim, in a private box at the theatre, the night be- 
fore he set out for the army. After talking of public 
ajSairs, which deeply interested him, for he idolized his 
country, be stated that he was about to take the field, 
and hoped that they should meet again ; but,'' said 
he, *' at the prc-ent crisis, with our young soldiers, we 
leaders must not spare ourselves." It was a generous 
and self-devoting impulse of this Idnd that led to his 
death at the very opening of the campaign* On the 
Ist of May, 1813, the day before the battle of Lutzen, 
while Napoleon was io the town of Weissenfels, a signal 
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WM made that the adranced-gaard of the enemy was 
at hand. To horse !" was the sudden cry heard at 

the headquarters of the emperor ; and the corps of Ney 
advaoced upon Itippach, wiiile Napoleon witli another 
corps moved forward to the heights toward Po6ema» to 
wait till the defile of Rippach should be occupied* 
** Marshal Bessieres, duke of Istria, colonel-general of 
tlie guard, and who, in that situation, was not necessary 
to the attack of the defile," says the baron Von Odele* 
ben» ^' marched in haste at the head of the tiraiUeura, 
who advanced by way of Rippacb. The duke had 
scarcely gained the side of a height occupied by the 
artillery of the allies, when he fell, struck in the ahdo« 
men by a cannon-balL The fall of this unportant chap- 
aeter was concealed from the troops as much as possi- 
ble : his body was immediately covered with a whit© 
sheet) and no mention was made of the calamity.'' 

Napoleon caused his remuns and those of Duroc, 
who was killed soon after, to be embalmed and carried 
to the Invalides at Paris, and intended extraordinary 
honors for them, which subsequent events rendered it 
impossible for him to pay them. He addressed, how- 
ever, a beautiful letter to the widow of Beasidres, which 
might properly be regarded as a more valuable tribute 
than any ceremonies of public grief. "My cousin, 
your husband has expired on the field of honor. You 
and your children have sustained undoubtedly a great 
loss, but I have sustained a greater. The duke of 
Istria has died the noblest of deaths, and without pain ; 
and he has left to liis children the best inheritance he 
could bequeath— a reputation without a blemish. My 
protection is secure to them ; and they will inherit the 
place in my afifection which their father filled." A 
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monniiient was erected to Beaaidres by the Idng of 

Saxony, on the very spot where he was slain. It is a 
simple stone, surrounded by poplars, and is similar to 
that of Gustama Adolphua, from which it is not fiur 
distant. 

The talents of Bessieres developed as he advanced, 
and were always on a level with his expanding fortunes. 

He poesesaed,'' says the emperor in his memoirs, a 
eool species of brftvoiy, and was always calm in the 
midst of the enemy's fire : his sight was excellent, and 
beiii:; much habituated to cavalry inaiioeuvres, was pe- 
culiarly adapted to command a reserve. He and Mu* 
rat were the best cavalry officers in the army, but pos- 
sessed very di£%rent qnalides. Murat was a good 
vanguard oilicer, adventurous and impetuous: Bes- 
sieres was better qualified for a reserve, being full of 
vigor, but prudent and circnmspect." He was not a 
mere soldier, but his political judgment and abilities 
were of a high order. His moral qualities were not 
less valuable. " Bessieres," says Las Cases, always 
continued good, humane, and generoip; of antique 
loyalty and integrity; and, whether considered as a 
citisen or a soldier, an honest, worthy man. He often 
made use of the hio^h favor in which he stood, to do 
extraordinary services and kindnesses, even to people 
of very different ways of thinking firom hb. I know 
persons, who, if they have a spark of gratitude in them, 
will confinii 111) assertion, and bear testimony to his 
noble, elevated sentiments." To the emperor he was 
attached with a kind of worshipping affection, and the 
emperor entertained lor him the warmest regard* 
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FRUfCJK OF WAGRAX. 

" Naturk, in iui iiiiiig unne men," said Napoleon, 
intended that tlie^r should always remain in a Bubalr 
tern situation. Such wbb Berthier. There wf» not 
in the world so ^ood a^A^ tPHat major: hut change 

his ocrnpatiou, and lie was not iit to command iive 
hundred men." ' • 

In « feetiug of natural diagqat, at tbeiaitfaleae selfidH 
aeBB of one^ who, (or twenty y eats had been Ae fec^riewt 

of la\ ish bounty, ^^:lpoleoll, at Sf. Helena, spoke 
of ^erlliicr as "a mere izoo^^o, whom i had converted 
iaiOiaUad of^W The deaicriplUHi was, probably, 
quite accufate | yet, this tame, domestic bhrd, in the 
situation which he occupied, was of inesdmable use to 
Napoleon's service, and was adapted, by the very 
mediocrity of bis talents, to occupy a sphere which the 
impa^nt spirit andr soaring pinion of a nobler fowl 
could never have submitted to traverse. His total 
want of original vifror, and his incapacity to invent or 
combine, rendered him the more fitted to he the faithful 
medium of the will of the great commander whom he 
awrved> and to oommnniofttei with ^uctaese, between 
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the miod and the body of the army. As associated m 
the most indmate relations with die emperor, and, as 

having sliart d his unbounded familiarity, his name will 
always be remembered with a peculiar interest 

Louis Alexander Berthier, ^as born at Versailles, 
on the 20th of November, 1753. His father, Jean- 
Bapdste Berthier, was engineer of the camps and 
armies of the king, to Louis XV. and Louis XVI. ; 
they frequently employed him to draw plans of chases, 
and were fond of pointing out the errors they discovered 
in his plans, on their return from hunting* Young 
Berthier, at the a<^e of thirteen, received the honorary 
appomtment of geographical engineer to the king, and 
at seventeen, was a lieutenant in the royal staff. In 
1777, he became a captain of dragoons, and served in 
tlie American war, from 1780 to 1782, as lieutenant- 
adjutant to Rocbambeau's sta^. He was a lieutenant- 
colonel in 1789, and major-general of the national 
guard of Versailles. He afterward served as quarter- 
master-general of the revoludonary armies, in La 
Vendue, where he was wounded, and he again held 
the same station in the army of the north, when it was 
commanded bgr Marshal Luckner, and by General Kel- 
lermann. He followed the latter, when he took com- 
mand of the army of Italy, and when he returned to the 
army of the Alps : but, wlien Napoleon succeeded to 
the head of the army of Italy, Berthier solicited, and 
obtained, the post of quartermaster-general to him, in 
which capac ity he served during the campaigns of 
Italy. At the close of 1797, after the return of Napo- 
leon to Paris, Berthier received the provisional com- 
mand of th6 army, and was ordered by the directorj 
10 advance to Rome* On the 25th of January, 1798, 
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he entered Ancona, at the head of eighteen thousand 

men, and, on the I'Oth of February, appeared at the 
gates of Rome. A revolution followed, and the 
French commander-in-chief was the unwilling abettor 
of the odious scenes of violence and rapine which dis- 
graced his government. Berthier, however weak, was 
a man of honor and probity, and of sound principles ; 
and he looked, with disgust and horror, upon the enor- 
mities of which his presence was the pretext and sup- 
port ♦* I always told you," be wrote to Napoleon, on 
the 1st of January, when the invasion of the ecclesi- 
astical states was meditated, that the command in 
Italy was not suited to me. I wish to extricate myself 
fiom revolutions. Four years' service in them in 
America, and ten in France, is enough, general. T 
shall ever be ready to combat, as a soldier, for my 
country ; but I have no desire to be mixed up with 
revolutionary politics.'^ On the 10th of February, he 
again wrote lo Napoleon, " I have been in Rome since 
this morning ; but I have found only the greatest con- 
sternation among the inhabitants. One solitary pairiot 
has appeared at headquarters : he olSered me the serv* 
ices of two thousand galley-slaves ! Yo« may imagine 
how I received such a proposition. My further pres- 
ence here is useless. I implore you to recall me : you 
can not confer a greater kindness upon me.*' A few 
days after, Berthier was recalled, and Massena assumed 
ihe command. 

In tlie ?nme year, 1798, he was placed at the head 
of the staff of the army which was preparing with a 
view tci the invasion of England ; and, in that character 
he accompanied Napoleon to Egypt. Berthier, at this 
time, was the subject of a most passionate love for 
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Madame Viscoiiti ; a devotion which completely ab- 
sorbed his character, and besotted his understanding. 
When Napoleon was preparing to sail from Toulon, 
Berthier posted down to tell him he was unwell, and 
could not follow him. The general-in-chief took no 
notice of what he said, and, Berthier, finding it impos- 
sible for him to abandon his master, set sail along with 
him. In Egypt, his passion for his mistress, grew to a 
kind of idolatrous worship. Adjoining his own tent, 
he had another prepared with all the eleg^ance of a 
Parisian boudoir ; this was consecrated to the portrait 
of his mistress, and Napoleon stated that he would some- 
times go so far as to bum incense before it *^ One 
day," says De Bourrlenne, "I went with an order 
from Bonaparte, to the chief of his staff, whom I 
found on his knees before the portrait of Madame Vis- 
conti, which was hanging opposite the door. I touched 
him, to let him know I was there. He looked round, 
but did not think proper to interrupt his devotions." 
After some time, his desire to see the object of his 
idolatry became so strong, that he solicited, and obtained, 
permission to return to France. The Couragetise, 
frigate, which was to convey him home, was preparine: 
at Alexandria. He had received his instructions and 
his passport, and took leave of Napoleon, and bade him 
a formal adieu ; but, soon after, returned with tears in 
his eyes, and said that he could not, after all, dishonor 
himself, and that he could not separate his destiny from 
his general's. * 

He returned to France, with Napoleon, in 1799, and 
was, soon after, made minister of war : but, not giving 
satisfaction in that department, Napoleon superseded 
him by Carnot, an intellectual statesman of the highest 
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fiak* This appointment took place on the 2d of Aprils 
1800 ; and the first consul, at the same time, to'console 

Lci ihier, placed him at ihe head of ihe army of reserve, 
which, prulessediy, was assembling at Dijon. la an* 
nouncing this change. Napoleon dictated, to Bourienne, 
the following letter to Berthier: "Citizen-general: 
The military talents, of which you have given so many 
prouis, and tlie contidence of the government, call you 
CO the command of an army. During the winter, you 
have re^ganized the war department, and you have 
provided, as far as circumstances would permit, for the 
wants of our armies. During the spring and summer, 
it must he your task to lead our troops to victory, which 
is the effectual means of obtaining peace, and con« 
sdidatuig the republic." Bonaparte, saya Bourienne, 
laughed lieartily while ho dictated this epistle, especially 
when he uttered the word in italics. The appointment 
was merely illusory: when the army was ready to 
march, Napoleon took the command himself, and, at 
Marengo, Jii-iiliier was in his true position. 

In 1804, Berthier was made a marshal of tlit^ nmpire, 
and grand officer of the legion of honor, and chief of 
the first cohort of that order. In 1805, he made the 
campaign of Austria as major-general of the grand army. 
In 1806, he was created prince and duiic of Nenfchatel, 
and in 1807, was made a member of the senate and 
vice-constable ; and in the same years, he served in the 
Pranfiian and Polish campaigns. In 1808, he served for 
d timo in Spain ; and on the 9th of March in that year, 
he married Mary Elizabeth, daughter of tiie king of 
Bavaria. In the campaign of 1809, he won the further 
tide of prince of Wagram. In the capacity of major- 
gene«^l of tlie grand army, he made the campaigns of 



Digitized by Gopgle 



d68 L0UX8 ALBXANDBR BBRTHIBBt 



Russia in 1812, of Saxony io 1818, and of Ffaneo in 

1S14. 

The person to whom Napoleon intrusted such im- 
portant offices, and upon whom he lavished such hon- 
ors, undoubtedly possessed talents of the very first order 

for ilie station in which he was placed. " liu was of 
an irresolute character/' said Napoleon, and un£t for 
a principal command, but possessed of all the qualifi- 
cations of a good quartermaster-general." There was 
an attempt made at one time to represent him as Napo* 
leon's Mentor, and to consider him as tlic person who 
directed all operations. Berthier himself did all that 
he could to sUence these reports, which rendered him 
ridiculous in the army. His utter incapacity to exei^ 
cise a principal coinumnd was shown at the beginning 
of the campaign of 1809, when his irresolution, and the 
absurd dispositions which he made of the troops in the 
presence of the archduke Charles, came exceedingly 
near ruining the array. Davoust, indeed, who was on 
the point of beuig the victim of Berthier's imbecility, 
charged him with treachery ; but there was no ground 
to impute anything worse than incapacify. 

But as an executive officer, and as an assistant in pre- 
. paring and expediting military affairs, his powers were 
of the highest value. From long training, he was able 
to present the most complicated movements of an army 
with perspicuity. He was perfectly acquainted widi 
the disposition of all the corps, and could name their 
commanders and their several forces. He was exceed- 
ingly regular and exact, and attended personally to the 
despatch of orders. He could receive and transmit 
intelligence and directions of the most complicated va- 
riety, at all hours of the day and night, with entire 
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disdnctDess and accuracy. His geograpliical and Lopo- 
graphical science exceeded those of any man of the 
time. He was well acquainted with the map, and un- 
derstood the reconnoitring duty perfectly* His activity 
was extraordinary : he followed his general in all his 
reconnoitring parties and all his excursions, without in 
the least neglecting his official duties. Cool and col- 
lected) his ability to distinguish and comprehend the 
movements of the troops on the field of battle was re- 
mark able ; and Napoleon often employed him to report 
of the exact situation of the battle. Napoleon, in de- 
scribing to the directory the generals in his army in 
1796, said: *^Berthier has talents, activity, courage, 
character — all in his favor." He was then fort\ -three 
years of age. After 1805, war had become liaiefui to 
him, and he submitted reluctantly to the duties re* 
qnired of him. Berthier's manners were abrupt, ego- 
tisdc, and unpl easing. His character was one of ex- 
treme weakness. Napoleon estimated that he had given 
him in the course of his life not less than forty millions ; 
yet, in the hour of his master's misfortunes, no man ex- 
hibited a more selfish and dme-serving conduct Na- 
poleon said, that his behavior was the result of his want 
of spirit and absolute nullity of character. 

At Fontainebleau, m the crisis of the emperor's po- 
iidcal overthrow, Berthier came into the apartment 
where he was busily occupied, and requested permis- 
sion to proceed to Paris, only, as he said, for a short 
time, and for the purpose of settling some business, after 
which he would return to the emperor, never again to 
leave him. Napoleon, who knew the weakness and 
Wui'thlessness of his old trusted companion, at once as- 
sented * and as Berthier withdrew» said to the person 
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whom be had been engaged witb, Tbere he goes, to 

seal his own degradation ; and in spite of all his pro- 
testationSi he will never come back again." So lost to 
ereij sentiment of decency did Berthier afterward be- 
come, that he was known to speak of the emperor as 
**that manP^ Upon the arrival of Louis XVIII. at 
Compiegne, Berthier, at the head of the marshals, in 
their name, delivered an address to the king, in which 
he told him, that France, groaning for five-and-twen^ 
years under the load of misfortunes that oppressed her, 
had anxiously looked for the happy day which she now 
saw dawning." The king made him a peer of France, 
captain of the royal body-guards, and a commander of 
the order of St Louis. Upon the return of Napoleon, 
Berthier followed the court to Lisle. Napoleon, whose 
temper was calm and placable, and who retained no 
personal animosities, expressed his regret at not seeing 
bis old comrade. ^* The rogue,'' said be, with a smile, 
<*is afraid of me, I suppose; but he has no reason to 
be so. The only punishment I should have inflicted 
upon him, would have been to require him to appear 
belbre me in his new costume of captain of the king's 
body-guards»'* But a gloomier fate was soon to dose 
a career of pitiable baseness, Berthier retired to Bam- 
berg, in Bavaria, where, while viewing some Russian 
troops who were passing by, he fell from a window and 
was killed, on the 1st of June, 1815. According to 
some suspicions, he had become compromitted w ith his 
new friends by tlie discovery of some of his correspond- 
ence, and his death was self-inflicted, to escape this fresh 
disgrace* 
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WtEE or AMMUWEMA* 

Auom the lieutenants of Napoleon, there can Im no 

doubt that the most complete military character present- 
ed to our view is the marshal S uchet. He filled, through 
a series of years, the most distinct and even opposite 
departments of effort, and attained in all of them a first- 
rate and surpassing reputation. The qualities which 
make an elHcient general of division are extremely dif- 
ferent from those which constitute a great commander- 
in-chief: yet through the great campaigns of Napoleon, 
Sachet's division is identified with the fiercest and hardi- 
est encounters in the field ; and in later yearfs, we find 
the same chieftain exhibiting, in sevenU campaigns, a 
grand scheme of scientific operations scarcely inferior 
in ingenuity of concepdon and perfection of skill todiose 
which have given immortality to the name of Welling- 
ton. The civil virtues and moral excellences displayed 
by this great soldier, in an administration in which the 
political responsibility was even more pressing than 
the military, contribute to slied peculiar lusti*e upon his 
character, and set it in an honorable contrast to the 
odious features which, in this department, were exhib- 
ited by Soult Napoleon himself had formed a very 
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high estimate of Suchet's abilides. At St Helena, in 

1817, O'Mcara asked him who, in his opioion, was at 
that time the hist of the French generals : ^*It is difE- 
cult to say," replied Napoleon : " I think, however, that 
Suchet is probably the first. Massena was ; but you 
may say that he is dead. Suchet, Clausel, and Gerard, 
are, in my opinion, the first of the French generals.'' 
He also mentioned Soult in terms of pr^se. To Las 
Cases, Napoleon named Suchet as one whose courage 
and judgment had been surprisingly improved. 

Louis Gabriel Suchet, son of Pierre Suchet, was 
born at Lyons on the 2d of March, 1770. His family 
was one of respectability and consideration; but, in 
common with a multitude of youths of the best stand- 
ing in France, the circumstances of the country threw 
him into the ranks at an early age. He rose in his new 
profession with unexampled rapidity* A private sol* 
dier in 1792, he had attained in the course of a year 
the rank of a lieutenant-colonel, in wliich capacity he 
served at the siege of Toulon, and was one of the cour- 
ageous band who captured General O'Hara. He here 
formed the acquaintance of N ipoleon, with whom he 
served in the army of Italy in 17 9G and 1797. He 
fought with distinguished valor under the eye of that 
commander at Dego, Lodi, Rivoli, Castiglione, and 
Lonato, and won the rank of colonel at the age of 
twenty-six years. In 1798, he was employed in the 
army of Switzerland, where he rose to the station of 
brigadier^general ; and in 1799, he was made chief of 
the staff in the army of Italy, where he continued 
throughout the following year. His vigor, firmness, 
and intec:rity, in the difficult office of chief of the staff, 
exhibited a character of the first order of excellence, 
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ud won the respect and confidence of all with whom 
he was brought into connexion. His severity in expo- 
sin? the corrupt practices of the commissioners who 
attended the arm/, excited the displeasure of the direc- 
tory, and he was summoned to their bar to defend his 
conduct. Owing to the generous friendship of Joubert, 
who left his post to bear testimony to die merits of the 
young officer, Suchet was acquitted, and sent to rejoin 
the army under Maasena. On one occasion, being sep- 
arated from the rest of the army» and shut in by a lake 
among the Alps, he escaped by a daring and perilous 
march across the ice, without the loss of a man. " I 
was sure," said Massena, when his arrival at camp was 
announced^ " I was very sure that Suchet would bring 
roe back his brigade.** When Joubert took the com- 
mund of the army, Suchet was raised to the rank of 
general of division, retaining his station of chief of the 
Staff. He fought with devoted courage at the batde of 
Novi, so glorious and so fatal for his friend. He con- 
tinued to serve under Championnet ; and when Maa- 
sena took the command in Italy, he made him his lieu- 
tenant) and on the 7th of March, 1800, gave him the 
command of three divisions of the army* The opera- 
tions of Melas and Elnitz in the beginning of April, 
which enclosed Massena in Genoa, separated Suchet 
from the main bofly of the army, and drove him back 
toward France. He took position at Borghetto on the 
Sd of May ; but, being driven out and pursued by im- 
mensely superior forces, he retired gradually, with great 
ability, until he reached the fortified line of the Var. 
Thrice was he attacked here by Elnitz m great strength, 
and thrice did his obstinate valor make good the impor- 
tant position which he held, until tlie advance of Napo« 
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laon on Milan compelled the Austrian general to retreat* 
Buchet then instantly resumed the offensive, and ha- 
rassed his retreat with the utmost vigor. Carnot, the 
celebrated minister of war, impressed with both the im- 
portance and the bravery of this defence, said to Suchet 
that he had immortalized a new Thermopylae. 

At ihc passage of the Mincio, on the :jOth of Decem- 
ber, 1800, when the army was under the command of 
General Brune, Suchet commanded the centre; and 
Brune, to mask his design of passing at Mozambano, 
ordered a false demonstration to be made at Pozzolo, 
below Borghetto. Dnpunt, commandinjr the ricrht, had 
already crossed, and was in presence of the enemy, 
when the rest of the army were ordered to resnme their 
former positions. Suchet, as he was returning, heard 
a lieavy firing on the left bank of the river, which indi- 
cated that part of the army might have become engaged : 
remembering the military precept of Napoleon, always 
to march toward the firing, he assumed the responsibil- 
ity of departing from his orders, and instantly marched 
to the relief of Duponl. His arrival saved that division 
from total destruction, and after a protracted engage- 
ment, the Aitstrians were repulsed with great loss. 

In the following year, Suchet was made inspec tor- 
general of the infantry; and in 1803, was placed in 
command of the fourth division in the camp of Bou- 
logne. In the following year, he received the grand» 
cordon of the legion of honor ; and in the campaign of 
ISOo, at the head of the fourth division of Lannes's 
corps, who had long held him in high esteem, he ex- 
tended his reputation for invincible courage and hardi- 
hood. In the Prussian and Polish campaigns of 1806 
and 1807, Suchet's troops fully deserved the title of 
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Ham fighting division* At Saalfield, where be com'* 
manded the advanced-guard of the fifth corpe^ the 

rapidity and vigor of his manoeuvres resulted in the 
destruction of Prince Louis's troops and the death of 
that prince. At Jena, Suchet cleared the plain at the 
base of the Landgrafenberg, which opened the way for 
the French army to reach their enemies ; as Napoleon 
expressed it, " he broke down the gate of the field of 
battle." At Pultusk, he sustained the shock of supe- 
rior forces with heroic resolutiony and won the highest 
honors of bravery and endurance. 

In 1808, Suchet was created a count, and when 
the fifth corps entered Spain under Lannes, he com- 
manded the first division ; he served at the siege of 
Saragossa, and Lannes, when he returned to the empe- 
ror, in 1809, advised him to give the supreme command 
in Aragon to Suchet, as the only general capable of 
conducting that dii&cult war. Suchet, accordingly, af- 
ter the return of Junot to France, received the com- 
mand of the third corps before Saragossa ; and his 
achievements, always brilliant and always successful, 
during five campaigns, extending through six years, 
elevated him into the front rank of great generals. 

The same sort of complicated difficulties — militaiy, 
polidcal, and financial— embarrassed the position of 
Suchet, as harassed the duke of WeUington ; and they 
were dealt with, and mastered, with an ability not less 
consummate. The troops had fallen into disorder and 
irregularities, and the officers had become discontented; 
but the firm measures and impressive character of the 
new general, soon re-established the organization and 
spirit of the army. His career of victory, which thence- 
forth proceeded without an intenuptiQn, began by die 
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defeat of Blake at Maria and Belchite, on the 16th and 
18th of June, 1809, which pro(]nced the most decisive 
rasalts* The siege of Lerida, which was carried by 
Btonn on the Idth of May, 1810, and of Mequinenza, 
which was taken on the 8tfa of June, gaye Suchet the 
entire control of Valencia, with a hase of operations 
against Cataiooia. The celebrated sieges of Tortosa 
and Tarragona, the former of which was taken on the 
lat of January, 1811, after thirteen days' operadons, 
and the latter carried by storm at the end of June, 
after fifty-six days of open trenches, made Suchet mas- 
ter of Cataiooia, raised his reputation to the highest 
pitch, and procured for him the rank of marshal on the 
8Ui of July, 1811. Montserrat was taken in the begin- 
ning of July, and everything was prepared for the sub- 
jection of Valencia* This kingdom was invaded about 
the middle of September : Baguntum, after two unsuo- 
cessfiil assaults, became the prise of the battle of Sa- 
guntum, at the close of October ; Blake's whole army, 
enclosed in Valencia, was reduced to a desperate con- 
dition by the battle of Valencia on the 26th of Novem- 
ber; and on the 9th of January, that city, with Blake's 
whole army, surrendered, and ei^teen thousand regu- 
lar troops, eigrhty stands of colors, two thousand horses, 
three hundred and ninety guns, forty thousand muskets, 
and immense quantities of other stores of war, were 
placed at the disposal of the conqueror. Suchet made 
his triumphal entry into that city on the 14th of Janu- 
ary : and Napoleon expressed his sense of his services 
by conferring upon him the immense domain of Albu- 
iera, together with a dukedom. 

Suchet's civil administration was not less admirable 
than his operations in the field. He pacificated the 
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eountiy as he conquered it Obligedt hj Napohon^e 
system of making war support wsr, to raise a large ler- 
enue of the kingdoms which he subdued, he organized 

native governments, and through their instrumentality 
laised large subsidies without oppression or violence. 

Had I but two marshak such as Suchet in Spain/' 
said Napoleon, as he read the despatches from Ann 
gon, " I should not only conquer, but I should keep, 
the peuiosula. What a pity that monarchs can not 
improriie such men as that The complete subjuga- 
tion, military and political, of Aragon, Catalonia, and 
Valencia, held out the brightest promise for the success 
of the French desirrns, when the tremendous defeat at 
Vittoria shattered in a moment every hope of Napoleon 
in Spain. Suchet, obliged to abandon all his conquests, 
retreated, with skill, into France. When the emperor 
met him, after an absence of seven years, he pressed 
his hand with warmth, and said, " Marechai Buchet, 
vous avez beaucoup grand! depuis que nous, nous 
sommes vus 

The active life of the great soldier and statesman 
ceases at this period. After the return of the Bour- 
bons, he was made a peer of France, governor of the 
tenth and fifteenth military divisions, and commandant 
of the order of St. Louis. In 1815, he commanded 
the seventii corps of the army of observation, which 
was called tire army of the Alps. 

On the 16th of November, 1808, he had married, at 
Paris, a daughter of Baron Anthony de Saint-Joseph, 
a niece of the wife of Bernadotte ; and in the society 
of this amiable lady, to whom he was affectionately at- 
tached, the later years of his life were passed, chiefly 
in the composition of those memoirs which are regarded 
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at piweotiiig to the militaiy reader one of the fioet 

studies that the literature of the camp exhibits. He 
died at the chateau of Saint-Joseph, near Marseilles, 
on the Ud of Jaauarj, 1826, at the age of fifty-six 
yean, lea?iog a aoa> who inherits a seat in the cham- 
ber of peers, and a daughter manied to Count Matthew 
de la Redorte, peer of France. 



LAURENT GOUVION ST. CYE. 



IffAlilfffATi OF WRAMOM, ATOUBT ma, UIM. 
MAmqvis or ST. ctb. 

Laurbnt Gouyion St* CtAi a marshal whose 
mqiiestioiiable abilities were not aceompanied hj that 
higher inspiration which constitates good fertane, was 

born at Toul, on the 13th of April, 1764. Entering 
the army as a yolunteer» in the first battalion of chaa- 
•eurS) of PariS) he rose with extraordinaiyrapidiQr : he 
became a captain in the same battalion in 1792, a 
inajor and adjutant-general in 1 793, and, successively, 
colonel, brigadier-general and general of division, in 
1794* He served in the army of the Rhine, during the 
first three campaigns of the wars of the rerolotion ; and, 
in 1795, passed to the army of the Rhine and Moselle, 
where he continued until 1798. In 1799, he served in 
the army of Italy, with great distinction, under Joubert 
and Championnet He commanded the right wing of 
the army at the battle of Novi, and his sagacity antici- 
pated and would have avoided the catastrophe of that 
day, where the youthful commander retrieved the fault 
of his jndgment by the heroic sacrifice of his liie. 
When Moreao resumed die direction of the army after 
that disastrous battle, Sc. Gyr was stationed with a 
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Strong rear-guard to defend the Boehetta pass ; and, 
under Charapionnet, in October, 1799, St. Cyr, in 
oommaad of the right wing, gained considerable suc- 
ceM near Novu In the beginning of December, the 
Austrian annj under Kray, attacked St Cyr's corps 
with great spirit, and drove them back into the rigorous 
fastnesses of the Boehetta. Here, the soldiers, worn 
out by the dreadful privations which they had long 
endured, openly revolted, and, leaving their entrench- 
ments on the mountains, rushed down, tumultously, into 
Genoa. " What can we perform here 2'* they cried. 
«« We are sacrificed : we are abandoned : we shall die 
of cold and hunger. To France ! to France.'' St. 
Cyr, with admirable firmness and composure, presented 
himself before the gates. " Whither do you go, sol- 
diers?" said he. ** To France," they replied. "Be 
it 8O9" said the general^ calmly : if duty no longer 
restrains you ; if you have become insensible to the 
voice of honor, attend at least to reason. If you con- 
tinue in your present course, your destruction is cer- 
tain : you have made a desert between yourselves and 
France, and in a tumultuous retreat you are certain to 
perish. Your only safety is in your bayonets : if you 
desire again to see France, unite with me in repelling 
firom the harbor the enemy who now endangers the 
arrival of succors, and will prevent your reaching the 
country which you love." The soldiers were, at once, 
recovered to their duty by this energetic appeal: the 
enemy were repulsed, and retired into winter-quarters; 
and the expected convoys arrived firom France, to re- 
lieve the sufferings of the soldiers. In April, 1800, 
St. Cyr was transferred from the command of Genoa, 
to the army of thp JbLhiues under Moreau, and con* 
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manded the centre daring the operations of that able 
-geaeral in that year. At the battle of Engen, whera 
bis arriral on the field, through the greatest obstacles, 
decided the victory, and, in the actions near Biberach, 
in the beirinnin;^ of May, this general ac<juired a high 
character for courage. 

In 1801, St. Cyr was placed at the head of the 
armies of occupation, assembled at Bordeaux, for the 

invasion of Portugal; and, on the 28th of June, at ihe 
head of twenty thousand men, he invaded that kingdom, 
which offered no resistance. At tlie close of that year 
he was sent embassador to the court of Spain ; and, in 
1803, was appointed lieutenant-general and commander- 
in-chief of the army of observation of Naples. In 1S04, 
he was made colonel-general of the cuirassiers, and, in 
the following year, was commander-in-chief of the first 
cotpB of reserve, at the camp of Boulogne. In 1807, he 
was recalled to the grand army, and formed part of the 
fourth corps, under Soult. He was distinguished by 
his gallantry at the battle of Heilsberg; and, as a re» 
ward for his services, was afterward created governor- 
general of Warsaw. In 1808, St. Cyr was placed at 
the head of a corps, which had been assembled at Per- 
pignan, and with which he entered Catalonia, as com- 
mander-in-chief, in that province, on the 5th of Novem- 
ber, of that year. Napoleon's directions to him, were, 
" Preserve Barcelona for me ; if it is lost, I can not re- 
take it with eigh^ thousand men." The siege and 
capture of Rosas, and the battle of Cardadeu, on the 
16th of December, fully accomplished this object. The 
Spaniards were again defeated, at Molinos del Key,, 
on the 21st of December, and at iguaiada, on the 17th 
•f February, 1809. On the 1st of JuBe» the siege of 
24* 
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Gerona, so celebrated in the annals of heroic patriotism, 
was completely begun, hj the driving in of all the out- 
potts. Alter being proMCuted with iJie greatest rigor 
far nere than three mondis, a grand nBanlt was made, 
on the 19th of September, which waa repulsed wkh 
great loss: and, St Cyr converting the siege into a 
blockade, awaited the aknvybat certain effects of hunger 
and distreaa. The empemri vexed by the tardiaesa 
of the operations, declared that St Cyr had remained 
two months before a sentry-box ; and, on the 5th of Oc- 
tober* he recalled him, and placed Augereau in com- 
mand, to whom the place anrrendmd on the 12th of 
Decembw. In 1808, 8t Cyr was created a count 

In 1S12, St Cyr coinmanded the sixth corps of the 
army, in the invasion of Russia; and, on the 17th of 
Augoat, when Oudinot had been wounded in an attack 
made by Wittgenstein, at Polotsk, St. Cyr took com* 
mand, also, of his corps, the second. On the 18th of 
August, St Cyr, during the day, amused the Russian 
general by the proposal of an agreement to withdraw 
the wonnded, and by demonstrations tif a design to 
retreat ; meanwhile, he secretly drew up his army, in 
three columns, behind a village near the Duna. At 
five o'clock in the afternoon, when eyerything waa 
ready» and Wittgenstem's yigilance had been put to 
aleep, St Cyr gare the ngnal : hts columns mshed 
forward with impetuosity, and the artillery opened a 
furious cannonade. The Russians, taken by surprise, 
resisted in vain. Their right gave way first, their centre 
soon feK into disorder, and fled, leaving a large nuniiber 
of dead, one thousand prisoners, and twenty pieces of 
cannon. On the news of this victory, the emperor 
teat 8t Cyr the aiaffofmmhal of the empire. While 
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the main army advanced to Moscow, St. Cyr remained 
on liie left bank of the JDuna, in possession of Polotsk, 
and the entrenched camp before it. On the 18th oi 
Oetober, with about fourteen thousand men, he was 
attacked with the utmost fury by Wittgenstein, at the 
head of fif%y thousand, who carried the redoubts not 
leas than seven times, and were as often repulsed firom 
them : at five in the afiemoon, the Russians withdrew 
after sustaming a severe loss. At the beginning of the 
affair, the marshal was woiinded by a niusket-ball ; he 
remained, however^ in the midst of his troops, and, 
being unable to support himself, was obliged to be 
canried about On the following day, in the presence 
of Stein gell on one side, and Wittgenstein on the other, 
with superior forces, he ejected his retreat across the 
liver, vrith admirable firmness, and in good order. 

In the campaign of Saxony, in 1813, St Cyr com- 
manded the fourteenth corps, and was honored by tlje 
emperOT with important commands. When Napoleon 
set out from Dresden, to advance toward Leipsig and 
Baden, St Oyr was left at the head of thirty thousand 
men, in Dresden. About the middle of October, the 
city was partially invested by Count Tulstoy, at the 
head of twenty thousand men : but a skilful and vigor- 
ous assault, by St Gyr, on the 17th9 drove this general 
back into Bohemia. After the batde of Leipsig, the 
city was blockaded by about fifty thousand troops, on 
the 27th of October j and, St. Cyr being reduced to the 
most desperate extremitiest and having failed in a sortie, 
surrendered on the 6th of November, 1813. By the 
terms of cajiitulation, St. Cyr, and his staff, were al- 
lowed to return to France ; but these conditions were 
diiappioyed and rejected by the allied powers, and, in 
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violttioii of good Cutht be was conducted, with all fak 
feUowen, into Bohemia, as prisoners-of-war. 

In 1S14, Marshal Gouvion St Cyr, was created a 
peer of France. In 1815, he was made commander- 
In-chief of the corp» 4tarmee on the Loirey and after- 
ward minister of war, member of the privy coancil> and 
governor of the twelfth militarf division. In the fel« 
lowinir year.he was j^ovemorof the fifih military division, 
and grand-cross ol the order oi iSt. Louis : in 1817, he 
was, first, minister of the marine and of the colonies, and 
then minister of war ; and, in 1819, he was advanced 
to the title of inarrjuis. lie died at Hyeres, on the 
17th of March, 1830, in tlie sixty-sixth year of his age. 

Imperturbably cool, of undaunted courage, endowed 
with a quick perception, and an understanding ferdle 
in combinations, Gouvion St. Cyr wanted nothing but 
a certain enthusiasm of mind, to take rank among the 
greatest of Napoleon's generals. But there was a trace 
of jealousy in his character, and an absence of that con- 
fiding ardor which hurries men on in felicitous daring ; 
and, ills name, therefore, does not shine with all the 
lustre it might seem to deserve. As a writer on mil 
itary operations he is held in high esteem. 
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MA&SHAL OF FRANCB, JULY 13, 1807. 
Dvo or Biumro. 

Clauhb Victob "PEnaxstf son of Charles Perrui» 
and Ann Floriot, was born at La Marche, in Lorraine^ 

on the 7th of December, 1764. He entered the army, 
in 1781| as a private soldier in the fourth regiment of 
ardllery, and, rising through successive grades, had 
attained, in 1793, the rank of major. At the siege of 
Toulon, ill J 793, he was severely wounded in the 
assault on Little G ibrahar, but his courage was rewarded 
by the promotion to the rank of chrf de brigade^ Here, 
also, he gained the friendship of Napoleon. The same 
year he was appointed adjutant-general, and general of 
brigade ; and served in that capacity, first, in the army 
of the Pyrenees, in 1794, and, afterward, in that of 
Italy, in 1795, and 1796, under General Dumerbion, 
and nnder Napoleon. In 1797, he was made a general 
of division, and placed at the head of the twelfth mil- 
itary division in the army of Italy, where he served 
from 1798 until after the battle of Marengo. He com- 
manded in the right wing, at the disastrous battle of 
Magnano, in April, 1799 ; and, though unsuccessful, 
displayed great courage and ability. After Moreau 
took the conunand of the army, Victor's division was 
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detached toward Genoa, to keep open communications 
with Mactlonaid, while the residue of the army retired 
toward Tuiio. Victor, without aitillery or baggage, 
soocesafully accomplished his retreat by Acqui and 
Dego, upon Genoa, where he was soon after joined by 
Morf ail, who placed him in charge of the important 
post of PontremoU. About the middle of June, Victor 
joined Macdonald to the north of the Apennines, and 
cook a distinguished part in the battle of the Trebbia, 
on the 17 ih, ISth, and 19th of that month. At the 
battle of Genola, on the 4th of Noyember, Victor com- 
manded in the centre, under Championnet, and sus- 
tained a severe defeat In the campaign of Marengo, 
under Naj)oleon, Victor served with increased celebrity. 
At Montebello, his arrival on the field decided the vic- 
tory ; and, at Marengo, he sustained, with Lannes, the 
shock of the battle, and his division was completely 
overpowered and disorganized* 

In 1800, Victor was appointed lieutenant of the gen- 
crai-in-chief of the Bavarian army ; and was minister 
plenipotentiary in Denmark, during the years 1805 and 
1806. During the Polish campaign of 1807, after 
Bernadotte was wounded at Spandau, on the 5th of 
June, Victor was placed ia command of his corps, be- 
ing the first corps of the army ; and his valor con- 
tributed largely to the victory of Friedland. On the 
13th of July, 1S07, he was raised to the dignity of 
marshal of the empire ; and created grand-eagle of the 
egion of honor. In 1808, he was created duke of 
Bellano, and placed in command of the first corps of 
the army in Spain, and continued to serve in the penin- 
sula until 1812. WhenSouit advanced into Portugal, 
in Marcht 1809» VielDr received orders to descend the 
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v«ttqr <if ^ Tagoiy and co-<^imte witli htm in in 
iHick on Lisbon. Accordingly, on the 15th and 16th, 

he passed the river at the bridges of Talavera and 
Arzobispo, driving Cuesta from all his positions, and 
adyancad to MadeUiQ» where» on the 28th, he defeated 
that general, with the loss of an immense number killed 
and made prisoners, and the total rout and disorgani- 
zation of his army. This blow, however, was not fol- 
lowed up with any vigor, and Victor remained inacti?e 
for nearly two months : in the meantime, the retirement 
of Souk rendered his march abortive, and, in the middle 
of May, he fell back toward Madrid, and took post at 
Torreraocha. Upon the approach of Welksley, Victor 
destroyed the bridge of Akantara, passed the Tagus at 
Alrares, on the 19th of June, and took post at Pla- 
centia« On the 22d of June, in obedience to the orders 
of Joseph, Victor withdrew to Talavera ; and, on the 
same day, the English and Spanish armies, under Wei- 
lesley and Cuesta, having effected a junction at Orpesa, 
came up with die French rearguard near the village of 
GamonaL On the 27th, the allied armies took position 
at Talavera, and on the following day, King Joseph, in 
accordance with the advice of Victor, and in opposkioQ 
to that of Jourdan, advanced to give battle. The allied 
force coiisisLed of about nineteen thousand British and 
Germans, with thirty guns, and thirty-four thousand 
Spaniards, with seventy guns ; while the French army 
contained fifty thousand good troops with eighty guns. 
The battle began about two o'clock, and after four hours 
of hard fighting, the French attack was repulsed in all 
qii^irters. The British loss was about five thousand 
five hundred, and that of the French about seven 
thousand five hundred, of whom fiw thousand wm of 
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Marshal Victor's corps. After this severe engagemeal, 

Victor retired to Maqueda, and Wellesley, menaced 
by Soult upon his rear, retraced his steps down the 
▼alley of the Tagaa* 

In the imrasion of Andalusia, under the orders of 
King Joseph, in January, 1810, Victor took part, and 
commanded the right of the army in the irruption 
through the Sierra^Morena on the 20th of that month. 
Albuquerque, having interposed in vain to arrest the 
torrent oi' inva;->ion, became alarmed for the salety of 
Cadiz, and retreated rapidly to that city, which he 
reached on the dd of February, closely followed by 
Victor, who began a vigorous blockade of the place. 
The works constructed for this purpose were of im- 
mense extent, heing not less than twenty-five miles in 
length. The blockade was maintained by Victor with 
great energy until November, at which time Soult took 
die command, and was preparing for an attack of the 
place, when he received the emperor's orders to invade 
Estremadura, in co-operation with Massena's advance 
into Portugal. In the beginning of March, 1811, an al- 
lied army, which sailed out from Cadiz and landed near 
Algesiras, in the end of February, consisting of about 
four thousand British troops under General Graham, 
and eight thousand Spaniards under La Pena, took 
post at Barosa, for the puipose of making an attempt 
to drive Victor out of his lines. On the 5th, the 
French marshal moved out to the attack, and a brief, 
but fierce contest ensued between the French and Eng- 
lish, of which the Spaniards remained unconcerned 
spectators. The French were defeated, with the loss 
of above t^vo thousand men killed and wounded, and 
ibur hundred taken prisoners; while the British loss 
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was not less than twelve hundred, of wiioin fifty were 
officers. The utter inactivity and cowardice of the 
Spanish general^ alooe, prevented the French from be- 
ing entirely destroyed. 

Victor was recalled from Spain to take the command 
of the ninth corps of the army in the invasion of Russia, 
amounting to thirty thousand men. When the emperor 
advanced to Moscow, this corps was stationed at Smo- 
lensk, to preserve the communications of the army; 
and upon the retreat, Victor protected the rear and dis- 
played the most obstinate courage and endurance, espe- 
cially at the passage of the Beresina. In the campaign 
in Saxony, Victor was again at hb post, and at the head 
of the second corps : at the hattle of Dresden, he com- 
manded the right wing, which, with the aid of Murat's 
cavalry, captured so great a number of prisoners. At 
Leipsig, he fought with his accustomed valor ; and in 
the invasion of France, in the winter of 1813-*14, he 
defended the passes of the Vosges with heroic resolu- 
tion, and retarded, tliough he could not arrest, the ava- 
lanche of enemies which rolled over France. Serving 
with devoted zeal in that small band that rallied so 
valiantly around the sinking empire, Victor had yet the 
misfortune at one point of the campaign to incur the 
displeasure of his master. His corps had been ordered 
to seize the bridge of Montereau on the day before the 
battle at that place — a measure which might have ob- 
viated the necessity of that engagement, but which the 
fatigue of the troops prevented thefr executing. Napo- 
leon, extremely dissatisfied, sent Victor permission to 
retire from the service, and gave the command of his 
corps to General Gerard. Victor, with mortification, 
repaired to Surville, and with deep emodon appealed 
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•gVDit this decision. Napdeoo gave fiill vent to his 
indignation, and overwhelmed the unfortanate marshal 

with expressions of his displeasure. With jcjeat diffi- 
culty) the marshal obtained a hearing. He then made 
a protestation of his fidelity and reminded Napoleon 
that he was one of his old comrades, and could not quit 
the army without dishonor. The recollections of Italy 
were invoked not unsuccessfully. The conversation 
took a gentler turn, and Napoleoo merely suggested 
that the duke stood in need of a little repose from the 
exertions of a military life, and that his ill-health and 
wounds now, probably, rendered him unable to en- 
counter the fatigues of the advanced-guard and the pri- 
vations of the bivouac. But the emperor's endeavors 
to induce the marshal to retire were ineffectual. He 
insisted on remaining with the aniiy j he attempted to 
justify his tardy advance on the preceding day, but 
tears interrupted his utterance ; if he had committed a 
military &ult, he had dearly paid for it in the fatal 
wound which his unfortunate son-in-law, General Cha- 
teau, had received. At this allusion. Napoleon became 
deeply affected ; he inquired if there was any hope of 
saving his life^ and sympathized sincerely in the grief 
of the marshal. The duke of Belluno again resuming 
confidence, declared that he would never quit the army : 
" I can shoulder a musket," said he ; "I have not for- 
gotten the business of a soldier. Victor will range him- 
self in the ranks of the guard." These last words com- 
pletely subdued Napoleon : ** Well, Victor," said he, 
stretching forth his hand to him, remain with me. I 
can not restore you to the command of your corps, be- 
cause I have appointed General Gerard to succeed 
you ; but I give you the command of two divisions 
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of the guard : and now, let everything be forgotten be- 
tween as." 

Upon the establishment of the Bourbons, Victor was 

created a knight of the order of St Louis, and governor 
of the second military division ; and upon the return of 
Napoleon, he used all his endeavors to keep the soldiers 
to their duty ; and being unable to prevent their defec- 
tion, he followed the king to Ghent, having escaped 
from Chalons just in time to avoid being arrested. His 
fidelity wn^ rewarded, upon the second restoration of 
Louis XVIII., by numerous evidences of the royal ap- 
probation. He was created, in 1816, a peer of France, 
and one of the four major-o^enerals of the royal guard ; 
and in the following year, was made governor of the 
sixteenth military division, and commander of the order 
of St. Louis. In 1820, he received the grand cross of 
the same order; and in 1821, was made commandant 
extraordinary of the sixteenth, seventeenth, and nine- 
teenth military divisions ; and in the same year, was ap- 
pointed minister of war. He held this post until 1823, 
when he was appointed major-general of the army of 
invasion in Spain. He afterward received the title of 
minister of state and member of the privy council ; and 
in 1828, was called to the superior council of war. Af- 
ter the revolution of 1830, he fell into disfavor with 
Louis Philippe, from his supposed connexion with the 
designs of the Carlists* He died at Paris, on the 1st 
of March, 1841, at the age of seventy-six* 
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MARSHAL OF VKAKCB, ICAT 19, 1«M. 
Dvu OF comoLiAiro. 

Amidst the tumults of revolutionary excitements, 
when the passions of men become at once sordid and 
yiolenty and the changes of public government are the 
wreck of private honor, the character of Marshal 

Moiicey — spotless, gentle, faithful, firm, disinterested, 
and incorruptible — stands forth in a grandeur and ele^ 
vation, purely beautiful; august in the lineaments of its 
dignity, and graceful with something of heroic noble- 
ness ; reviving, in a debased age, the model of a gen- 
uine greatness^ which recognised duty as superior to 
self) wliich was always obedient to the sanctity of truth, 
and in which honor was the guide of the conduct, as 
"well a3 the boast of the lips. He receiv ed the confi- 
dence, and deserved the honors of the republic, the 
empirci and the kingdom ; finding in each of these, 
the representative of that public to which his service 
was due, and the opportunity to illustrate his superiority 
to all considerations of person and of accident A sol- 
dier of Louis XV., an officer of Louis XVL, a general 
under the convention and the directoiy, a marshal and 
duke under the empire, made a peer of France under 
the first brief restoration, and a soDator during the " hun- 
dred days,'' and, afterward, a recipient of the (avors of 
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the antagonist houses of Bourbon and of Orleans ; he 
was true to all these dynasties, simply because he was 

always loyal to those seiiiiniente of truth and those 
principles of duty which became the inspiration of his 
being, and grew to be a light, that made the path 
before him always bright** Beneath the changeable 
and perplexing phantasms of power and greatness in 
France, wiiich deluded the constancy and ruined the 
integrity of so many, there were certain permanent sen- 
timents of patriotism, social duty, and personal dignity, 
on which the character of Moncey established itself in 
immovable firmness, and found repose amidst all agita- 
tions. Moncey was an honest man,'* said Napoleon : 
and he was honest at a time, when, to be so, implied 
the clearest, coolest, and strongest judgment, a spirit 
elevated above the shafts of selfish temptation, and 
an understanding proof against all the impostures of 
ambition* 

Bon-Adrien Jannot de Moncey, was bom at Palisse, 

in the hamlet of Moncey, near Besan<;on, on the 31st 
of July, 1754. His father, a respectable advocate, 
was desirous of educating his son to the same profes- 
sion; but so strong was young Mom— y^s inclination 
for a more exciting profession, that, before his studies 
were finished, he enrolled himself, without the knowl- 
edge of his friends, in the regiment of Conti. After 
MX months' senrice, his family bought his discharge, 
and it was hoped that the experience he had had would 
cure him of his fondness for a soldier's life ; but he 
very soon enlisted again in the regiment of Clmmpagne, 
%nd continued to serve as a simple grenadier, until 
1773. After a campaign, in Brittany, he consented 
again to abandon the army, and devot** himself to the 

25* 
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Study of the law; but findlnpr tliis employment iutoler* 
thlj irksomei he again enlisted in the light horaei in 
1774, and in 1778, became sub-lieutenant of dragoons, 

in the volunteer regiment of Nassaii-Siee^en. This 
regiment having been, afterwardi formed into the third 
battalion of light infantry, Moncey was appointed cap- 
tain, in 1791 ; and, when the battalion was incorporated 
in the army of the eastern Pyrenees, he became its 
m^or, in June, 1793, and, in the following year, was 
appointed brigadier-general, general of division, and 
commander>in-chie(l The modesQr which was so 
striking a feature in an age of universal ambition, in* 
duced Moncey to decline the last of these appoint- 
ments, as above the measure of his capacity ; but the 
committee of public safe^, with a graceful compliment 
to his merit and diffidence, insisted upon hb accepting 
it. He continued in command until peace was signed, 
in 1796 ; and, though thwarted and annoyed by the 
oommissioners who attended him, distinguished himself 
against Count Colomera, especially by the seizure of 
the vale of Roncevaux, where the con:mls>ioners de- 
stroyed the pyramid that bad been erected to commem- 
orate the defeat of Charlemagne, by the capture of 
Beigara, and the founderies of Ascoitia and Aspeitia, 
and by the victory of Maquirnechu. On the 1st of 
September, 1795, Moncey was placed in command of 
the army on the coast of Brest; and, in 1796, was 
transferred to the head of the eleventh military division, 
at Bayonne, and, afterward, of the fifteenth division, at 
Lyons. At the opening of the campaign of Marengo, 
he was commanding, in Switzerland, a detachftient of 
the army of the Rhine, under Moreau, and was ordered 
to pass into Italy, by the Mont St Gochard and by the 
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Kmpkm, with fifteen thouMnd men, and move upon 
Belinzona, to unite with the first consul, about Milan. 

This perilous enterprise was executed with skill and 
success; Moncey reached Belinzona on the 22d of 
May; and, while Napoleon destroyed the Austrian 
army at Marengo, Moncey's corps occupied the po- 
sitions along the Adda, the Tesino, and the Po. 8uh- 
sequently, he passed the Miiicio, and marched to the 
Adige, driving Hoheozollera aad Laudon before him; 
and, the latter general, surrounded by Moncey and 
Macdonald, in the Tyrol, escaped capture only by an- 
nounciag that an armistice had been concluded between 
the commanders-in-chief; a device too frequent in the 
practices of Napoleon, but to which the honorable mind 
of Moncey became a dupe. 

In 1801, when the corps of gcmlarmeric was estab- 
lished, upon the model of the ancient raarshelsea, Mon- 
cey, impressed with the great responsibility belonging 
to the control of a body, whose military and civil func* 
tions connected it so vitally with the safety of the em- 
pire, advised Napoleon to give the command of it to 
one of his brothers. It can not be in surer hands 
than Moncey's," said Napoleon, signing the commission 
which appointed him the first inspector^general of this 
magnificent body. "It was the lot of the marshal 
Moncey,'* said President Dupiii, in a eulogy pro- 
nounced upon him after bis deatli, to raise the dignity 
of every em{)loyment which he undertook to admioisten 
By the civil instructions, and the moral senLiments 
which he imparted to the gendarmerie, he. made that 
service u kind of magistracy, of infinite use to the ad* 
ministration of jusdee and the laws* He thus estab- 
lished one of the most solid foundations of the public 
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•eeurityf and one of the yaluable means of supenriaion 
^ood order, and prompt as well as exact information.** 

In 1804, Moncev received the highest military rank of 
marshal of the empire, and became, soon after, a grand- 
officer of the legion of honor ; and, in 1808, was created 
duke of Conegliano. 

In December, 1807, Moncey commanded the corps, 
which, under the title of the army of observation of the 
coast, entered the Spanish territoiy from Bayonne. 
His firmness and moderation, at Madrid, restored order 
aft( r the rashiiuss of Murat had created an alarming 
tumult. In June, 1808, he led an attack upon Va- 
lencia, which, though unsuccessful did not diminish 
his reputation foft vigor and bravery. Toward the 
close of that year, his corps, and Mortier's, were occu- 
pied with the siege of Saragossa, which proceeded 
rather ineffectively, until Lannes took the supreme 
command. In September, 1809, Moncey was trans- 
ferred to the head of the army of reserve of the north 
of France, and received the title of grand-dignitary of 
the order of the crown of iron ; and, in 1813, he was 
named commander-in-chief of the army of reserve of 
the Pyrenees. 

On the 8th of January, 1814, the emperor confided 
to Marshal Moncey the responsible, and now active, 
office of major-general of the national guard of Paris ; 
and the marshal swore to defend, to the last extremity, 
the walls of the capital. This solemn pledge was nobly 
redeemed. At the battle of Paris, on the 30th of 
March, the national guard, amounting to twelve thou- 
sand men, desuned to act as the reserve of the army^ 
were drawn up at sunrise, and harangued by the duke 
of Conegliano, with a spirit worthy of the momentous 
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nature of the contest. From the barrier of Neuilly, to 

that of Clichy, the line was defended by the guard 
alone, and they were engaged with all the valor of vet- 
eran heroes^ when the proclamation of the armistice 
which Marmont and Mortier had concluded, arrested 
their devotion. Moncey fired the last shots that sig- 
nalized that long and obstinate defence, and then re- 
signed his authoiiQr to the duke of Montmorency* in 
order to join the army which had left Paris. When 
the abdication of the emperor had taken place, Moncey 
gave his support to the royal government, and on the 
10th of April, 1814, secured, at Fontaiobleau, the ad- 
hesion of the gendarmes to the new sovereign. Louis 
XVin. hastened to testify his sense of the exalted 
character of Moncey, by heaping upon him ail tlie 
honors which could attest his respect. He continued 
him in the post of inspector-genend of the gendarmerie ; 
and on the 13th of May, appointed him a minister of 
state ; on the 2d of June, named him a clievalier of 
the order of St. Louis, and on the 4th of the same 
month, elevated him to the rank of a peer of France. 

When Napoleon landed again in France, and hssten- 
ing forward, to Paris, on the wings of enthusiasm, sum- 
moned his old comrades to rally about his standard, 
Moncey compared the emotions which he felt, to those 
of a bride* who, after the indissoluble bonds of a mar- 
riage of reason have attached her to another, beholds 
the object of her heart's affections suddenly reappear 
before her. But the moral principles of this an r lent 
soldier, were as firm and 8df<>ontrolling, as his feel- 
ings were vivid ; ais duty to that empire, to which he 
had pledged his allegiance, was too clear to the mind 
of this right-tninking hero, to permit any i nclinations of 
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ihe followinf^ order of the day : *' Gendarmes ! Bona- 
parte has entered one of our provinces with arms in his 
hands. The enemies of the throne, and of the country, 
will seek to kindle, from this event, the flames of a civil 
war. Their rash and criminal attempt will be in vain. 
I am sure of the sentiments of honor which animate 
your breasts ; and to signalize your loyalty by the most 
decisive process, you will seize this occasion to give 
the best of kings an eindence of a devodon that knows 
no limits, and to make good the fidelity which yon have 
sworn to bear liim.** The emperor himself, afterward, 
Spoke in high terms of Moncey's conduct, and, after 
his sway had become the established and unquestion- 
a])le y:overnment of France, he conferred upon him the 
rank of senator. 

Upon the reaccession of Louis XVUL, Moncey was 
called upon to preside in the council of war assembled 
to pass sentence on Marshal Ney, but he promptly and 
indignantly refused, in a letter (already referred to in the 
life of Ney) which breathes the resentments of justice 
and of honor in terms of dignified rebuke and defiance. 
" If, sire," concludes this noble monument of personal 
independence and self-respect, " it is not granted to me 
to save my country or my life, at least I will save my 
honor ; and if any regret remains to me, it is that I have 
lived too long in surviving the glory of my countiy." 
The lofty language in which this protest was conveyed 
could scarcely escape some marks of the royal displeas- 
ure ; and Moncey was deprived of his military functions, 
and sent for three months to the castle of Ham, then 
guarded by the Prussians. The officer in command 
declared that he received the iiiustrious warrior only as 
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his guest: he receinred a FrusBian guard of honor to 
protect the house where he resided; entertainmentfl 

were given to him ; and his residence at the castle was 
a coriiinual ovation, rather than a disgrace. But it was 
not long before the elevated character of Moncey was 
acknowledged with increased respect, even by those 
who had been mortified by so striking a display of it : 
the king restored him to his honors and titles, and re- 
ceived him at court with the other dignitaries of the 
kingdom. 

In 1823, he received the command of the fourth 

C(;rp,s of [he army oi tiie l*yrenees, in the duke d'An- 
gouierne's invasion of Spain* On the 17th of Septem- 
ber, 183dt Marshal Moncey» upon the death of Marshal 
Jourdan, was spontaneously nominated by the king to 
be the governor of the hotel des Invalides. " This post," 
says Dupin, '* is, perhaps, the only one of which the 
marshal was really ambitious. He was delighted with 
the idea of watching over the welfare of his companions 
in arms. An invalid himself, he brought to his duties 
all the ardor of a heart which alone retained the vigor 
of youth." Though in his eightieth year when he en- 
tered upon this empk>yment, he performed its labors 
with earnest fidelity, and became an object of venera- 
tion and love to those over whom he watched with the 
tenderness of a fatlier. It was a striking evidence of 
the uncommon prolongation of the life of this veteraUf 
that the last days of one who was a youth of fifteen years 
old at the birth of Napoleon should have been honored 
by the duty of receiving the remains of the emperor 
when they came home to rest on the hanks of the Seine, 
in the bosom of the country which he had loved so welL*' 
It was at tbe close of 18i0 that the body of Napoleon 
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■rrived under the dome of the Invalides. Moncey, no 
longer able to walk, was carried ia a chair and seated 
by die spot where the ajigust ashee were to repose. As 
the sublime remuns of the conqueror of the world^d* 

vanced into the mighty nave, the venerable old man 
was seen to make a last, but vain attempt to rise. 

Maintenant," he mattered, inclining his snow-white 
head toward the tomb, of which the guardianship was 
confided to him — " Maintenant, j'ai assez vecu!" The 
life of tiiis interesting veteran was not much further ex- 
tended : he died on the 20th of April, 1842, one of the 
oldest and the bravest of the soldiers of Europe. Con- 
scious of the integrity of his career, and grateful for the 
rewards which it had met with, the last words which he 
uttered were, " Que chacun remplisse et finisse sa car- 
rite conune moi On the 25th of April, a discourse 
was pronounced at his obsequies by Marshal Soult ; 
and on another occasion, the president Dupin bore an 
honorable and earnest testimony to the excellence of 
his private career and the puri^ of his civil virtues* 

The heart of Moncey was overflowing with kindly 
feelino:s for those who were the proper objects of indul- 
gence and consideration. In the person of Marshal 
Moncey,*' says Dupin, the importance of every com- 
mand which he received was heightened by the virtues 
which adorned his character. Full of humanity and 
care for the conquered, he was severe to the officers 
under his orders, always occupied about the welfare of 
the soldiers, just toward all men, and in relation to him- 
self of a chivalrous disinterestedness." When he com- 
manded in Italy, in 1801, the municipality of Milan 
oifered him a pension of lour hundred thousand livres 
a year, by way of indemnity for the sufferings and pri- 
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vations of war. My goyeniment,'' said Moncejr, ^* pajra 

me in full ; but since you understand that the soldier 
suffers, give each fusileer four sous a day: the generals 
will be satisBed." It was a maxim with him, that an 
officer should retire after the soldiers and rise before 
tbem. The interest which he felt for the old partners 
of his dangers and hi^? toils, extended to a class who 
could make him no return ibr the bounty which they 
received. He kept twen^-nine war-bmes, which he 
refused to 8ell» and suffered to die quietly of old age m 
his stables. 

Marshal Moncey married, on the SOtli of September, 
1790, Charlotte Remillet, daughter of Claude Antony 
Remillet; and the ladyi sunriving h«r husband but 
three-and-twenty days, died at Besan^on, on the 13th 
of May, 1842, aged eighty-two years. In December, 
1817, the marshal had the misfi^rtune to lose his only 
SOD, a colonel in a regiment of huzzars, a youth of 
twenty-flTe years, full of the noblest promise. As be 
was leaping a ditrh, he chanced to lean upon his gun ; 
a branch caught the trigger, and he was killed upon the 
spot. Two daughters, however, survived the marshal : 
the elder roanied to Colonel Bourlon, who has taken, 
in addition, the name of Moncey; and another married 
to Baron Duchesne de Gilvoisin, who was authorized 
by an ordinance of Louis Philippe to take the tide of 
duke of Cooei^iano. 

Vol. 1L — 26 
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AUGUSTUS FREDERIC MARMONT. 

IIAB8HAL OF FBANCB, JULY IM, iflOA. 

DVU OF aAOOtA. 

The career of tiie duke of Kagusa, illustrates the 
observatiooythat ***tohe weak* is to be wicked, as well 
as ^ to be miserable.* ** With no greater fault than vanity, 

with no other defects than dread of responsibility, and 
waat of moral courage, he incurred all the odium of 
treacheiy and cowardice, and whatever else can dis- 
grace a soldier and a man. Connected, immortally, 
with the history of Wellington and of Napoleon, as hav- 
ing aliorded to the former, occasion to show one of the 
most brilliant exercises in war, that the world ever saw, 
and as havmg consigned the latter to hopeless over* 
throw, he stands gibbeted in a kind of infamy the least 
endurable ; an object not of indignation and hatred, but 
of mingled contempt, compassion, and d if? gust. 

Augustus Frederic Louis Viease de Marmont, was 
bom on the dOth of July, 1774, at Chatillon-sur-Seine, 
where his father resided, a knight of the order of St. 
Louis, and seigneur of Sainte-Golombe, a man of 
ancient family and considerable fortune, and a proprietoi 
of some iron works in Bui^undy. The young Mai^ 
rnont, feeling a strong inclination for a military life, en- 
deavored to obtain enuance into the royal artilleij, butp 
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not succeeding, he joined a provincial regiment. He 
waSt afterward, recommended to the friendship and 
patronage of Napoleon, by an uncle who had been 
among his school-fellows at Brienne, and his comrade 
in the re^ment of La Fere, and who emifrrated at the 
revolution. This circumstance," said the emperor, 
imposed upon me the obligation of acting the part of 
his uncle and his father, which I literally did. I took 
a real interest in his welfare, and felt a pleasure In ad- 
vancing his fortunes." In 1792, with the rank of lieu- 
tenant of artillery, Marmont served in the army of the 
Moselle, and then, rismg to the grade of captain, passed 
to the army of the Alps, and, afterward, to that of the 
Pyrenees ; and, in 1794 and 1795, he was employed 
in the armies of Italy and Mayence. Here he attracted 
attention by his intrepidity and coolness amid scenes of 
danger. In 1796, he was made first «de-de-camp to 
Napoleon, with the rank of major, and distinguished 
himself by his gallantry at Lodi and Castiglione. He 
was sent up to Paris with the colors taken in the battles 
of Roveredo, Bassano, and Baint Gorges, and the 
actions of Primolano and Cismone. He returned to 
Italy with the rank oi chej de brigade^ conferred by the 
directory* In April, 1798, he was married, under the 
auspices of Bonaparte, to Mademoiselle Hortense Per* 
resraux* 

When the expedition to E crypt was undertaken, Mar- 
mont was selected as one of its officers. He took a 
distmguished part in the seizure of Malta, and was re- 
ported to have taken, with his own hands, the flag of 
rhe order. For this exploit he received the appoint- 
ment of brigadier-general of artillery. He signalized 
himself at the assault of Alexandria ; and, upon Napo- 
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leon*s 6X0urak>D to Alexandria, he was made governof 
of thmt ciQTi in which post ha conducted ininself ao weUi 
aspeciallf during the ravages of the plague, as to gain 
the approbation of the general-in-chief. Napoleon, 
however, reproached him for not having resisted the 
landing of the Turks at Aboukir; Marmont replied 
that he had bat twelve hundred men, and the Turks 
were eighteen thousand."— Well," replied Napoleon, 

with your twelve hundred men, I should have march* 
ed to Constantinople." 

Upon the return to FrancOy Marmont took a part in 
the events of the 18di of Bnunaire, and upon the estab- 
lishment of the consulate, was niade commander-in- 
chief of the artillery of the army of reserve, which Na- 
poleon led to Marengo» Marmont^s skill and activity 
in the organizing of this arm, and in the conduct of it 
during the campaign, were eminently conspicuous. 
His efforts during this expedition, were rewarded by 
a promotion to the rank of general of division. At the 
close of the Italian war, he was selected by Brune to 
negotiate the armistice of Treviso. In 1802, he was 
appointed first inspector-general of artillery, and, in 
1 ^04 was made commander-in-chief of the camp at 
Utrecht In the following year, he made the campaign 
of Austerlita, with the rank of colonel-general of the 
chasseur s-a-cheva I. In 1S06, he was appointed com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces in Daimatia, where he 
remained until 1809. On the 30th of September, 1806, 
with six thousand men, be defeated a combined army 
of six thousand Russians, and ten thousand Montene- 
grians, near Old Ragusa, and succeeded in pacificating 
the country confided to his care. Marmont had been 
areated, in 1806, grand-eagle of the legion of honor, 
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and commander of the order of the iron crown ; and 
in 1808, bis services in Dalmatia were acknowledged 
hj the title of duke of Ragusa* 

After the hattle of Essling, orders were sent to Mar- 
mont, then commanding two divisions in Dalmatia, to 
hasten up. The disaffection created hy the result of 
that battle, rendered the movement extremely difficult 
and perilous ; nevertheless, this general, animated by 
a sentiment more active than a mere love of duty, con- 
quered every obstacle, and brought up a noble body of 
veterans, to the great satisfaction of the emperor. He 
received the command of the eleventh corps of the 
grand army, and his conduct at Wagram, and in the 
subsequent pursuit, was so much approved that, on the 
12th of July, 1809, on the same day with Macdonald 
and Oudinot, he was elevated to the dignity of marshal 
of the empire* Marmont had not been on the field of 
battle since Marengo, and lie well knew that he owed 
this exalted mark of distinction solely to the emperor's 
personal regard. In the intoxication of joy which he 
felt at being named a marshal of France, he could find 
no expressions strong enough to express his sense of 
the emperor's bounty ; and the professions wliich he 
made of his determination to devote his life to the ser- 
vice and honor of his sovereign, struck the bystanders 
as noble efiPusions of feeling. Soon after, he was sent 
as governor to tlie lUyrian provinces, where his admin- 
istration was mild and judicious. 

Upon the return of Massena from Portugal, in 1811, 
on account of his impaired health, Marmont was re- 
called from lUyria, and sent to take the head of the 
army of Portugal. The troops at that time were m a 
bad condition ; discipline had been neglected, and sup- 
26» 
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plies were deficient Marraont restored order and re- 
organized the various corps, with great activity aod skill. 
But in his conduct as leader of the militaij operadons 
ia thet pert of the peninsula, the duke of Ragusa 
showed a total incapacity for his station. His enter- 
prises were iii-judged, and the execution of them tardy 
and feeble ; and he may justly be referred to as the 
tuliior of the ruin of the French cause in Spain and 
Portufal. Having, in the first instance, co-operated 
with Soult, and obtained some advantiiires in the direc- 
tion of Badajoz and Ciudad Rodrigo, he lost, from want 
of sagacity and vigor, a very &vorable opportunity to 
attack Wellington's divided army at Elbodon and Gui« 
naldo, on the O iili and 25th of September, 1811, and 
took up an extended line of cantonments between Sal- 
amanca and Toledo. Wellington, profiting by the 
imbedlity of his opponent, reduced Badajos and Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo without the French commander's taking 
any efficient step to raise the sieges. 

In June, 1812, Marmont assumed an activity which 
was more oompletely fatal to his cause than his previous 
inacdon had been. Then took place a series of move- 
ments and couiiter-movements, of advances and retreats, 
between Wellington and himself, which resembled a 
game of chess between a cautious, profoundly able mas- 
ter, and a showy, dashing, superficial opponent, in which 
the contest seems to hang doubtful, while the former is 
feeling the strength and taking the measure of his an- 
tagonist, whom, at the proper moment, he suddenly 
overwhelms by a combination which displays his im- 
measurable superiority. In June, Wellington advanced 
to the Tormes and laid siege to the forts of Salamanca 
Marmont retired fcnr a time, but again advanced} and 
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the alBes yiaUied to'his aiqiroach; but pmentlj re* 
•umiDg the ofienws, die forts of Salamanca were taken, 

and the French were compelled to wididraw behind 
the Douro. On the 18th of July, Marraont repassed 
the Douro» and superior in eflTective strength, obliged 
Wellington to retire upon Salamanca. The French, 
in these operadons, bad obtained a decided advantage 
over their opponents, and Wellington's situation was 
critical ; but Marmont, who expected soon to be super- 
seded by the airival of King Joseph, hastened to snatch 
the glory of a dedsire victory, and, in his rashness, 
ruined himself and his emperor fur ever. ]\ear Sala- 
manca, and covering the communication with that city 
and with Ciudad Rodrigo, which was the line of Wel- 
lington's retreat, are two rocky heights called the Ara- 
peiles. On the morning of the 23d, a contest for these 
important heights took place, which resulted in the 
French seizing the more distant one, and the English 
ludding the one nearer to Salamanca. This position on 
the part of the French rendered Wellington's connnu- 
nications with Ciudad Rodrigo hazardous, and Marmont 
conceived a plan for menacing and assaUing them still 
more decisively* For this purposot h» ordered his left 
wing, under Thomi^res, to stretch forward toward Civ- 
dad Rodrigo, intending to face his whole army to^vard 
the road from Salamanca to that city, for the purpose 
of attacking Wellington in flank as he moved past in 
his retreat A brillkmt delusion, in which he forgot the 
perils to which he exposed himself : for, in the execu- 
tion of his complicated evolution, he was changinf^ his 
front in presence of the enemy, and was moving laterally 
past the position of his opponent He was operating 
m the face of the " sun of AusCerlits*" About three 
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o'clock, intelligeoce of these motions was brought lo 

Wellington : he immediately a.scended the English Ara- 
peiies, and watched with stern satisfaction the Bank move* 
mailt of Thomieres, who had now advanced so far as to 
be completely separated from the centre. Turning to 
the Spanish general beside him, he said, " Mon cher 
Alava, Marmont est perdu !" and then issuing his or- 
ders with the utmost rapidity and decision, in a moment 
his army was swee{Mng forward like a tempest upon the 
flank of Thomidres. It was a stroke of lightning from 
a clear sky : the overt! now was instantaneous and total. 
A French oMcer described it as the beating of forty 
thousand men in forty minutes." Marmont at the be- 
ginning of the attack was badly wounded by the explo- 
sion of a shell. Til is victory on the part of Wellington 
was not only one oi the most brilliant ever gained, but 
one of the most important in its consequences ; for it at 
once delivered the south of Spain, expelled Soult from 
Andalusia, and ruined the French cause in the penin- 
sula. Napoleon received intelligence of it shortly be- 
fore the battle of Borodino ; and wrote to the minister 
of war, on the 2d of September, 1812, a letter full of 
just indignation, yet breathing personal kindness for his 
friend and pupil. "It is impossible," he writes, " to 
conceive of anything more senseless than the duke of 
Ragusa's report of the battle of the 22d of July. It is 
as full of stuff and wheelwoik as a clock, and does not 
contain a word that gives iiiioniiation of the true state 
of affairs. Wait till the duke of Ragusa has recovered 
from his wounds and till his health is almost entirely re* 
«^or«i— then ask him, categorically, these questions: 
Why did he deliver battle without the orders of the 
king, hid general-in-chief ? Why did. he not subordi- 
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Bite his moyemenis to the general ajstem of my opera- 
tiooB in Spain ? There is there a crime of insubordi' 

nation wliich has been the cause of all the disasters of 
this affair. • ♦ • It is a reasonable conclusion, that 
this marshal has been afraid lest the king should parti- 
cipate in the success of the batde, and that he has sacri- 
ficed to vanity the glory of the country and the good 
of my service.'* 

The French army was saved from destruction hy 
General Glansel^ who succeeded to the command, and 
Marmont returned to France to recover from his wounds. 
He served in the campaign of Saxony, and fought at 
Lutseut Bautzen, and Dresden, with a vigor which^ in 
some degree, retrieired his military reputation. 

In 1814, Marmont made the campaign of France with 

the most conspicuous devotion and bravery. After the 
unsuccessful engagement at lirienne, on tlie 1st of Febru- 
ary, the French army crossed to the left bank of the Auhe, 
with' the exception of Marmonf s corps, which remained 
on the right bank, to cover the movement of the rest of 
the army, and intended to retire toward Arcis. Here, 
on the 2d, he was pleased by Wrede at the head of the 
Bavarian troops, who attempted to tutu him and cut off 
his retreat. Already they had occupied the village of 
Rosnay, and intercepted liie passage of the Voire; and 
the destruction of the French marshal seemed inevita- 
ble* The commander and his troops were alike im- 
pressed with the seriousness of the moment. Marmont 
drew his sword, and gave the signal for a charG:e : his 
corps rushed forward with bayonets extended, and 
twen^-five thousand Bavarians were put to the rout. 
" If the muse of history," says the baron Fain, "should 
oe hereafter induced to obliterate some page^ of her 
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book, let her, at least, for the honor of the duke of Ra 
gusa, preserve that hi which the battle of Rosnay is re 
corded ! That exploit amply justifies the confidence 
which Napoleon placed in the intrepiditf of Mai^ 

mont." 

In the movement from the Seine toward the Marne, 
on the 9th and lOtb of Feforoaiy^ Marmont led the 
advanced-guard : he took an important part in the bat- 
tle of Champaubert, and when Napoleon moved to the 
left in pursuit of York and Sackeu, Marmont proceeded 
in the oppoatte direction to intercept Blucher. At Vau- 
champs, he sustained the shock of the Pruanan field- 
marshal, until the arrival of the rest of the French troops 
gave him relief and victory. When Napoleon returned 
to the rescue of Macdonald and Ouduiot on the Seine, 
Marmont and Mortier remained to oppose the Russians 
and Prassians in the nord). On the night of the 9tb- 
10th of March, the eve of the intended battle of Laon, 
Marmont's corps was suddenly attacked at night by very 
superior numbers of the Prussian army, and thrown into 
such disorder and dispersion, that the retirement of the 
whole army became necessary. Napoleon soon after 
passed over to the Aube, and Marmont and Mortier 
were left to dispute the approaches to the capital upon 
the nordi. After the batde of Arcis-suM'Aube, ihey 
supposed that the emperor was eStec^ng his retreat tow- 
ard them, and they therefore thought it their duty to 
move forward upon their right to meet him. The mes- 
sengers that had been despatched to give notice of Na- 
poleon's movement upon Saint-Diaier did not arrive* 
The marshals marche<l from Chateau -Thierry upon 
Fere-Champenoise, where they fell in with the whole 
body of the allied armies, who were now prosaing od 
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m PariS) and on ike 26th of March were lonted with 
great loss. 

After the battle of Fere-Champenoise, Marmont and 
Mortier retired rapidly through Sezanne and aarrowly 
escapuig being cut off at La Fert^Gaucher, reached 
the capital on the 29th« At the battle of Paris, which 
began at daybreak, on the 30th, Marmont commanded 
the right, and Mortier the left, while Moncey, with the 
natbnal guard and the pupils of the Polytechnic school 
foimed a reserve* The conduct oi Marmont, on this 
day, was unexceptionable for courage and gallantry. 
Putting himself forward in every part of the contest, a 
dozen men were killed by the bayonet at his aide^ and 
his hat was perforated by a ball. His corps was re- 
duced to between seven and eight thousand in&ntry, 
and eight hundred cavalry, with whom, for twelve 
hours, he sustained himself against an army of fifty 
thousand men. About noon, the marshals made known 
to Joseph, who had been appointed lieutenant-general 
of the empire, the desperate pusiliou of aiiairs. They 
received the following reply: — 

"If the dukes of Ragusa and Treviaocan no longer 

hold out, they are authorized to negotiate with Prince 
Schwartzenberg and the emperor of Russia, who are 
before them. 

" They will &11 back on the Loire. Joseph. 

<«MbvTiUBTas, MarA 30, 1814. 
Qntrter-ptst 1% o'doek." 

Joseph had no sooner signed this, than he repaired 
to the Bois de Boulogne, gained the Versailles road, 
and set out predpttately for Rambouillet The mar- 
riials, however, still held out, until at four o'clock in 
the afternoon, a suspension of arms was agreed upon* 
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MeUuoks 1 0till see Manoonty** wrilas ao oflleer of 
the national guard, when, on the evening of the 30th 

of March, he returned from the field of battle to his 
hotel in the Rue de Paradis, where I was waiting for 
him, together with ahout twenty other pmons. When 
he eotered he was scarcely recognisable. He had a 
beard of ei<^ht days' growth ; the great-coat, which 
covered iiis uniform, was in tatters, and he was black- 
ened with powdor from head to fi>ot" On the morn- 
ing of the dlst, at about six oVlock, the empmr 
reached Fontainebleau, and in the evening he sent for' 
Marmont, who bad just arrived with his troop, at £b- 
somie* The manhal came to him, between three and 
ibttr o'clock; on the morning of the Ist of April, and 
the emperor received a detailed account of his pro- 
ceedings, and bestowed much praise on his gallant con- 
duct before Paris. 

On the 9d of April, the senate published a senatus 
consult urn, declaring Napoleon's forfeiture of the 
throne, and aboUsliing tlie right of succession in his 
fiunilj* This was sent to all the marshals. Montes- 
siers earned it to Marmont, who, surrounded by per- 
sons eager to terminate the anarchy that existed, agreed 
to give his adhesion to the provisional government, on 
condition that the troops who might quit Napoleon's 
standard, should be allowed to retire into Normandy, 
and that the life and liberty of Napoleon, in a circum- 
scribed space, should be guarantied. At the same 
time, he gave orders Sex the troops, wbich were under 
bis command, to pass over from Easonne and Fontaine- 
bleau, to Versailles and the quarters of the allies. So 
long as Napoleon was at the head of the army, his situ- 
ation was fimmdible, and be might bave required any 
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terms that he eaw fit : hut, by the treachery and deser- 
tion of the chief to whom he had intrusted the arm of 
his power, his position became desperate^ and he was a 
prisoner in the hands of his enemies* It may safely he 
said that, hut for the desertion of Marmont, Napoleon 
would have succeeded in establishing the rejrency of 
Maria Louisa, and the succession of his son: the faith- 
lessness of his trusted firiend and officer caused the ruin 
of the imperial family. It was on the night of the 4th, 
that Gour[;;uid, who had been sent to Essonne with 
ordersi returned to Fontainebleau with the utmost speed, 
to announce the defection of Marmont, and the removal 
of the soldiers. The emperor, at first, refiised to credit 
it, and w^hen the truth could no longer be doubted, his 
eyes grew fixed, and he threw himseU^ into a chair, 
overwhelmed hy amazement and grief. After a long 
«lence, he exclaimed, Ungrateful man! but he will 
be more unhappy than I.*' 

On the 6th, the emperor issued an order of the day 
to the army, in which he gave utterance to the deep 
indignation which had been inspired hy the conduct of 
the senate and of Marmont In relation to the latter, 
he spoke as follows : " The emperor thanks the army 
for the attachment which it has evinced ibr him, espe- 
cially, because it acknowledges that France is with him 
and not with the people of the capital. It is the sol- 
dier's duty to follow the fortune and the misfortune of 
his general : that i3 his honor and rehgion. The duke 
of Raguse has not sought to inspire this sentiment in 
the breasts of his troops. He has gone over to ihe 
allies. The emperor can not approve of the condition 
on which he has taken this step : he can not accept of 
fife and Kbertj at the mercy of a sulgect.'' 

Vol. IL— 27 
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Ntpoleon ever spoke of Marmont's condact as the 

cause of his destruction : yet he alluded to bim feel- 
ingly, and commeated with discrimination upon his 
motiyes and his moral qualities* " I hare been be* 
trayed," said he at St* Helenai by Marmonti whom 
I might call my son, iny offspring, my own work ; by 
him to whom I had committed my destiny, by sending 
him to Parisy at the very moment when he was putting 
the finishing stroke to his treason and my ruin." At 
another time he said, " Posterity will justly cast a shade 
upon liis character ; yet his heart will be more valued 
than the memory of his career*^' Again, alluding to 
this subject, he spoke of Marmont as a person to whom 
he had been much attached, and whose defection had 
proved a severe wound to his heart ; he added, that 
from what he knew of the marshal, he was sure he 
must occasionally suffer deeply from remorse. Never,** 
he observed, was defection more fatal, or more de< 
cidedly avowed. It was recorded in the Moniteur, and 
by his own hand. It was the immediate cause of our 
disasters, the grave of our power, the cloud of our gloiy. 
And yet,** he continued, in a tone of affection, ^< I am 
convinced his sentiuieiits are better than liis character; 
his heart is superior to his conduct. Of tliis, he him- 
self appears to be conscious* The newspapers inform 
us that when soliciting, vainly, fer the pardon of Lava- 
lette, he exclaimed with warmth, in reply to the ob- 
stacles urged by tlie monarch, ' Sire, have I not given 
you more than life V We were, it is true, betrayed by 
others, and in a manner still more vile ; but no other 
act of apostacy was so solemnly recorded by official 
documents." He said that, notwithstanding the occu- 
patioa of Paris by the allies* had it not been for the 
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treachery of this marshal, he would have driven them 
out of France. His plan was to have entered the city 
in the dead of night, and to have excited the citizens 
and canaille to attack the allies ih>m the houses. 
** Marmont," said he to O'Meara, " will be an object 
of horror to posterity. As long as France exists, the. 
name of Marmont will not be mentioned without shud- 
dering. He feels it, and is at this moment, perhaps, 
the most miserable man in existence. He can not for- 
give himself, and will terminate his life like Judas.*' 

Marmont was made a peer of France, by Louis 
XVUL, and appointed captain of the king's body- 
guard. Napoleon, upon his landing in France, de- 
nounced Marmont as a traitor ; and excepted him from 
the amnesty which he published at Lyons, on the 12th 
of March. The marshal commanded the army that 
covered the retirement of the king ; and then went, 
himself, to Aix-la-Chapelle, where he remained during 
the " hundred days." Upon the second return of the 
Bourbons, he was appointed one of the four marshals 
in command of the royal guard. In 1817, he was sent 
to Lyons with extraordinary powers, as lieutenant of 
the king, to pacify the disturbances in that region ; a 
mission which he executed with success. The same 
year, he was made a minister of state, and member of 
the privy council. In 1820, he was created grand- 
cross of the order of St. Louis, and a knight of the 
order of the Holy Ghost; and in 1821, received the 
goyernment of the first military division. Upon the 
accession of the emperor Nicholas, the duke of Ra- 
gusa was pent to the court of Russia, as extraonlinary 
ambassador, to assist at the coronation of the emperor. 
For two or three years after his return, he occupied 
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himself extensively in agricultural operations, and in 
working the iron forges which belonged to his hereditary 
estates. In these speculations his fortune was much 

impaired. 

At the time of the revolution of 1830, Marraont was 
intrusted by Charles X. with the suppression of the 
insurrection, and the preservation of order in Paris* 
Here his conduct was imbecile in the last degree : his 
dispositions were the most injudicious, his operations 
the most feeble, that could be imagined. He ruined 
the cause of the Bourbons, as he had that of the Bona- 
partes. By many, he was accused of intentional 
treachery; but his known want of judgment, vigor, and 
coolness, and his dread of political responsibility, were 
sufficient to explain his disgraceful conduct Since 
that period he has been an «xile from his country, and 
a wanderer throufrh Europe, his principal residence 
being at Vienna. He has published an account of his 
traFelsy in six resumes* In 1845, he published a work 
entitled, Esprit des Institutions Militaires." 

Marmoiit w as well instructed in his profession, and 
possessed a superior degree of military science. His 
courage and endmaoe, also, were unquesdonable. He 
was well qualified to organise an artillery corps, and to 
command it efBciently. But his capacity was totally 
incommensurate with the complicated and great duties 
of a general-in-chief. He was ruined by his vanity : 
and the real merit which he possessed was shipwrecked, 
by his being placed in situations too great for both his 
mental and his moral abilities. 
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MAfiSHAL OF FJEIANCE. 
Dim OF TAItiaTO* 

Stephen Jambs Joseph Alexander Macdoxald, 
the son of Noel Stephen Macdonald and Alexandrina 
Gonant, was born at Saacerre, in Berry, on the 17th of 
November, 1765. He was descended from an eminent 
Scottish family, which had followed the fortunes of then* 
sovereigns of the house of Stuart to France, and there 
fixed their residence. The young Macdonald, having 
completed his studies, entered the legion of Maiiiebois 
in 1784, and was appointed a sub-lieutenant in the regir 
ment of Dillon in 1787. In 1791, he wa? promoted 
to the rank ol lieutenant ; and in the following year, 
was made a captain, and an aide-dMimp to Oenends 
Dumouriez and Bournonville in the army of the north. 
At the battles of Valmj and Jemappes, in the autumn 
of that year, he distinguished himself so honorably by his 
calm courage and presence of mmd, that he was advanced 
to the grade of colonel in the ninety-'fourth infantry. In 
1793, he was appointed a brigadier-general, and took 
an active part in the operations against the allies in the 
north ; and after the retreat of the duke of York, he 
commanded the advanced-guard which pursued him. 
In 1794-'95, he served under Pichegru in the celebra- 
27* 
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ted wintw ctmpaign, in which Thiel was taken and die 

Waal passed. In 1795, he was mude general of divis 
ion, and commanded at Cologne and Dusseldorf ia 
17969 and afterward io the army of Italy. In 1798, he 
aenred under Ghampionnet, in the revolutionary inva- 
sion of Rome and Na])les by the orders of the directory. 
Alter the reduction of Naples, and the establishment of 
the Parthenopeian republic, Championneti disgusted by 
the iniquity and violence of the decrees which he was 
called upon to execute, refused to obey his instructions, 
and was, accordingly, deposed and arrested on the 16th 
of March, 1799, and Macdonald appointed to the chief 
oonunand in his atead. 

The disasters sustained by Jourdan, Soberer, and 
Moreau, at the beginning of the campaign of 1799, and 
the prodigious succeaaes of Suwarrow in Lombardy, 
rendered the evacuation of Naples by the French army 
indispensable. On the 7th of May, Macdonald com- 
menced his retreat from Naples through Rome and 
Florence to Lucca, where, after a march conducted 
with great ability and judgment, he arrived at the close 
of the month, and entered into communications with 
Moreau. The allied forces were distributed throughout 
the country at such distances from one another, that 
Macdonald hoped to fiill upon them separately, and de- 
stroy them in detalL On the 7th of June, he crossed 
tlie Apeaaiiies and marched to Modena, where he at- 
tacked Hohenzollern on the 12th and defeated him. 
He then advanced to Parma, and thence to Placeotia, 
where he was joined by Victor ; and having concen- 
trated all his forces, prepared for a general engagement 
with the allies. Suwarrow, as soon as he had become 
apprised of Macdoaald's approach, recalled his da»* 
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peread troofNi, and rallied all bis foreea, with a rapidity 

and decision worthy of Napoleon himself. The hostile 
armies came into collision on the banks of the Trebbiay 
on the morning of the 17tb of June ; and then began 
the meet obstinate and sangninaiy of die battles whieh 
till then, had occurred in the experience of the revolu 
Uonary armies. The force under Macdonald consisted 
of about thirty-five thousand men, while the allied armj 
amounted to somewhat more. On the 1 7th, the French 
crossed the Trebbia, and droye back the Austrians in 
disorder ; but Suwarrow quickly restored the combat, 
repulsed the assailants, and drove them beyond the 
river, into which the Russians attempted to follow them, 
but wore in their turn arrested by the furious dncbarges 
of the French batteries. On the 18th, the combat was 
repeated under similar circumstances : the French 
crossing the river to the attack, and being driven back 
again after a sanguinary contest On the third day, 
Macdonald, strenirthenin^ both his wings, crossed the 
river with the design of turning both Oanks of the allied 
position : his centre, being thus weakened, was attacked 
by the reserve under Lichtenstein, and the whole army 
was airain obliged to recross the river. The loss during 
this three days' battle had been about twelve thousand 
on each side; but the allies were lK>arly expecting re- 
inforcements, and Macdonald had been disappointed in 
not being joined by Moreau. On the night of the 19th, 
therefore, he drew off his army, and retured to l^arma 
and Placentia, and then with difficulty reached Genoa* 
by a circuitous course, in the middle of July. In con- 
sequence of the state of his health, he was now recalled 
from the army, and was succeeded by St. Cyr. He 
was present at Paris on the dghteenth and nineteenth 
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of Brumairei and rendered Napoleon the assistanco 
which is mentioned in the life of the emperor. 

On the 34th of August^ 1800, Macdonald was ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief of the army of resenre as- 
Bembled at Dijon, under the name of the army of the 
Griflona. In October, it advanced into the Orisons, be- 
ing intended to paaa the Alpe» and threaten in flank the 
imperial army on the Mincio, against which Brune was 
operating in front. In November and December, Mac- 
donald, at the head of fifteen thousand troops, accom- 
plished, with infinite labor, courage, and perseverance, 
that immortal passage of the Splugen, which will invest 
his name for ever with the loftiest honors of heroism. 
The orders of this commander required him to reach 
the valley of the Adige; and accordingly, having been 
repulsed in an attempt to cross Mont Tonal between 
the Oglio and the Adige, he passed by the Col de San 
Zeno, ascended the Chieza, and reached Storo, in the 
Italian Tyrol, on the 5th of January, XBOl. He en- 
tered Trent on the 6tfa, and was following the enemy 
viii:oioiisly, when the armistice of Treviso put an end 
to liis progress. 

The same yeaii^ Macdonald was appointed minister 
plenipotentiary to the court of Denmark ; and after his 
return thence, was made a grand officer of the legion 
of honor in 1804. In the years of glory that elapsed 
between 1801 and 1809, Macdonald took no part in 
what was going forward. He continued in a kind of dis- 
grace, for which no cause has been assigned but those 
jealousies and intrigues to wiiich an elevated mind is 
always exposed. " Malevolence," says the duke of 
Bovigo, had succeeded in prevailing upon the empe- 
ror to remove him fiom his presence ; and Us innate 
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pride of hetit had prevented hm taking any step to be 

reconciled to a sovereign who did not treat him with 
that kindness to which he felt that he had a claim." 
At the opening, however, of the campugn of 1809, the 
emperor gave him command of a corps under Eagene 
in Italy ; and his conduct and courage in that post, es- 
pecially at the battle of Piave on the 8th of May, and 
hk aubseqaent advance into Camiola, established his 
character as a first-rate soldier. In the concentration 
of troops that took place after the battle of Essling, he 
was ordered to advance to Lobau ; and the glorious 
service performed by him at Wagram has already been 
recorded in the history of that battle. On the 7th of 
July, 1809, the day after that great battle, Napoleon, 
in going over the 6eld, as was his custom, encountered 
Macdonald. He stopped and held out his hand, say- 
-Agy "Shake hands, Macdonald! no more animosity 
between us : we must henceforth be friends ; and as 
a pledge of my sincerity, I will send you your mar- 
shal's baton, which you so gloriously earned in yester- 
day's battle." Ah ! sure," replied Macdonald, ''I 
am henceforth yours, in life and in death !*? His ap- 
pointment bears date the 12th of July ; and very soon 
after, he was created duke of Tarento and grand-eagle 
ci the legion of honor. The general opinion," says 
De Bourrienne, "was, that the elevation of Macdonald 

added loss to the marsh al's military rcputadon, than it 
redounded to the honor of the emperor." 

In 1810, Macdonald was sent to Spain, to replace 
Augereau in the command of the seventh corps of the 
army in northern Catalonia ; and here he was called 
upon to display all the firmness and strength of his 
•kaiaotart in restoring that dis^pliae and deoonim te 
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the btbiti of the army which the syBtem of bis prede* 

cesser had nearly destroyed. The operations of Mac- 
donald in this field of Suchet's peculiar renowD, did 
not add greatly to either his military or his moral repu* 
lation* Od the Slst of October, he engaged unsuccess* 
fully with O'Donnell at Cardona ; and incurred mucb 
odium from the unnecessary and wanton burning of 
Maoresa, on the 29th of March, 1811. In August of 
that year, be retook by blockade the fortress of Figue- 
ras, which the Spaniards had captnred in the spring. 

On the invasion of Russia, in 1812, Macdonald re- 
ceived the command of the tenth corps of the army^ 
thirty thousand strong, composed of one French and 
two Prussian divisions, and destined for an independent 
line of operations toward Riga. His movements had 
been crowned with entire success, and he was in pos- 
session of Riga when coders to retreat arrived. He 
fell back about the 90th of December; and though 
deprived of half his army by the defection of the Prus- 
sian troops, succeeded in reaching Konigsberg on the 
dd of January, 1813, with the honor of having com- 
manded the only part of the expedition which had con- 
tinucd successful in the field. In the campaign of 
Saxony, Macdonald was in command of the eleventh 
corps of the army, and rendered important service at 
the batde of Lutzen* After the armistice of Plesswitz, 
he was placed at the head of the army of Silesia. Here 
his movements were rash and injudiciouF, and in oppo- 
sition to the orders of Napoleon ; and on the 26th of 
August, he was signally defeated by Blucher at the 
Katzbach, with immense loss of men and artillery. At 
, Leipsig, Macdonald again combated stoutly for the 
emperor; and at the time of the retreat, received, with 
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Poiiiatowski and Lauriston, the responsible charge of 
protectiog the rear of the army. When the bridge over 
the Ebter was destroyed, Macdonald escaped by swim- 
ming the river. 

The valor and ability with which Macdonald served 
during the interesting campaign of 1814| are already 
recorded in the life of the emperor. 

When Napoleon returned to Fontainebleau, Mac- 
donald was in command of the rear-guard of tlie army, 
at Montereau. Having received orders to put his 
troops in motion, to aid the emperor's design of march- 
ing upon Paris, he left his corps at Montereau and 
hastened to Fontainebleau. Admitted to the emperor's 
presence, on the 2d of April, he pointed out to him the 
hopeless impossibility of the attempt, especially since 
the senate had declared his forfeiture of the empure. 
The emperor became, at length, convinced that an 
abdication in favor of his son was the least unfavorable 
result that awaited him. He had been seated during 
the coDversation, and when be had come to the lesolu- 
tion of abdicating, he rose^ and walked once or twice 
up and down his cabinet, and then drew up and si2:ned 
the act of abdication. He then appointed Cauiaincourt, 
Ney, and Marmont, his commissioners to the allied 
powers, and after those who surrounded him had ex- 
pressed their satisfaction at these appointments, he 
threw himself on a small yellow sofa near the window, 
and striking his thigh convulaiFely with his hand, ex- 
claimed, *'No, gentlemen, I will have no regency! 
With my guards and Marmont's corps, I shall be in 
Paris to-morrow." Macdonald and Aey endeavored 
to expostulate : but he rose with displeasure, and rub- 
bing bis forehead, as be was wont to do when vexed* 
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Some conversation then ensued between Caulaincourf 
and the emperor, by which the latter seemed to be 
satisfied. '^Vicenza," said he, ''call back Macdon- 
ald.*' When die marshal retiinied, Napoleon's excite- 
ment had subsided, and he said with kindness, " Well, 
duke of Tarento, do you think that the regency is the 
only possible thing?" — "Yes, sire." — "Then I wish 
yoa, instead of Maimont, to go with Ney to the em- 
peror Alexander. It is better that he should remain 
with the army. You will, therefore, go with Ney. I 
reljr on you. I hope," he added with emotion, and 
preaaing the marshal's hand in the most afifectioiiate 
manner, that yon have forgotten all that has separ- 
ated us for long a time.**— " Yes, sire; I have not 
thought of it since 1809." — I am glad of it, marshal, 
and I must acknowledge to you that I was in the 
wrong.** Macdonald, accordingly, accompanied the 

other commissioners, and maintained the cause of the 
regency in the presence of the allied powers, with every 
argument and persuasion which he could command. 
The emperor of Russia seemed partly inclined to yield 
to MacdoiialJ's noble appeal, but the kins^ of Prussia 
was resolute ; and the commissioners returned to Fon- 
tatnebleau about one o'clock, on the morning of the 6 A, 
to infiMrm Napoleon that an nncondidonal ab^cadon 
was required. Having received new powers from Na- 
poleon, Ney and Macdonald returned to Paris. On 
arriving there, Ney sent in his adhesion to the pro- 
visional goyemment, so that Macdonald, alone, returned 
to Napoleon with the definitive treaty of the allies. 
During tlie night, the emperor had made an unsuccess- 
fill attempt to poison himself. When Macdonald en* 
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tered his chamber, he found him dressed in a morning- 
gown of white dimity^, and wearing slippers without 
stockings, seated in a small arm-chur before the fire- 
place, his elbows resting on bis knees and his head 
supported by his hands — motionless, and lost in revery. 
The dukes of Bassano and Viceiiza, were with him. 
<«8ire," said the latter, <*the duke of Tarento has 
brought for your signature the treaty which is to be 
ratified to-morrow." The emperor, as if roused fifom a 
lethargic slumber, turned to Macdonald and said, " Ah, 
marshal, so you are here." He rose, took the treaty, 
' read it, and signed it in silence, and returned it to Mac* 
donald. " I am not rich enough," said he, " to reward 
these last services." — ** Sire, interest never guided my 
conduct." — " I know that, and 1 now see how I have 
been deceived respecting you* I understand, also, the 
designs of those who prejudiced me against you."— 
" Sire, I have already told you, as long ago as 1809, 
that I am devoted to you in life and death." — " I know 
it ; but since I can not recompense you as I desire, let 
a token of remembrance, at least, assure you that I shall 
ever hear in mind the service which you have rendered 
me." Napoleon then turned to Caulaincourt : " Vi- 
eenza, ask for the sabre which was given to me by 
Murad Bey, in Egypt, and which I wore at the battle 
of Mount Tliabor." Constant brought the sword, and 
the emperor takmg it in his hands, presented it to the 
marshal: "Here, my feithful friend," said he, "is a 
reward, which, I believe, will gratify you." Macdonald 
look the sabre, and said, "Sire, I will never part with 
it while I live : and, if I have a son, this will be his 
most precious inheritance." — " Give me your hand.*' 
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into one anodier'a arms afiectionatelj, and parted wkb 

tears in their eyes. After a formal and entire abdica- 
tion had been executed by iSapoleoQi on ibe lltb| Mao 
dooald aent in hia realgnation to the proviaioDal goveni- 
ment, in these dignified and manly terms : " B^g re* 
leased from my oaths, by the al)(licatioii of the emperor 
Napoleon, I declare that I adhere to the acts of the 
aeiiate and the provisional government." He was, 
afterward^ created, by Lonis XVin., a knight of the 
order of St. Louis, and a peer of France : and ap- 
pointed governor of the twenty-first military division. 

Upon the return of Napoleon, JVIacdonald exhibited 
an unwavering fidelity to the bouse of Bourbon. In 
company with tlie comte d'Artois, and the duke of 
Orleans, he advanced to Lyons, on the 8th of March, 
and made every efifort to keep the array to its allegi- 
ance; but tbe case was hopeleas. Macdonald remained 
until the troops had actually deserted him, and then, 
with some difficulty, made his escape. Returning to 
Paris, he vainly united his efforts with those of Mortier, 
in maintaining tbe fidelity of tbe forces in tbe capital ; 
and, when the Imh^ determined to r^tre, he accom- 
panied the unfortunate monarch as far as Menin, and 
then returned into France. He declined all Napoleon's 
oSetSf and contented himself with doing the duty of a 
grenadier in the nadonal guard of Paris. A&bt tbe 
second restoration, Macdonald retired with the army 
behind the Loire, and presided over its disbanding. In 
July, 1S15, be was nominated grand-chancellor of tbe 
k^oo of honor, and on tbe Idtb of Octob*^, following, 
was admitted a member of the kind's privy council* 
In subsequent years, he took an importani part in 
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several erril transactions, and receired nnmerous marks 

of the roval favor. 

A noble instance of the pride and good sense, and 
manly opeoness of Macdonald, was afforded in 1810. 
At that time sevml marahals claimed from the allied 
powers their endowments in foreiirn countries; and 
Madame Moreau, a friend of Macdonald, wrote, with- 
out his knowledge, to de Blacas, the French am- 
bassador at Naples, begging him to use his influence to 
preserve for the marshal, the endowments which hnd 
been given him in the kingdom of Naples. Macdonald, 
whan informed of it, expressed his thanks to Madame 
Moreau, but wrote immediately to M. de Blacas, as 
fellows : I hasten to acquaint you, sir, that it was not 
with my consent that Madame Moreau wrote to you, 
and I beg that you will take no step that might expose 
me to a refusd. The king of Naples owes me no 
recompense for having beaten his army, revolutionised 
. his kingdom, and forced him to retire to Sicily." This 
letter was shown to^ the king, who replied, If I had 
not imposed a law upon myself, to acknowledge none 
of the French endowments, the conduct of Marshal 
Macdonald would have induced nae to make an ex- 
ception in his favor." 

In 1825, the duke of Tarento vinted England and 
Scotland, where he was warmly received, and where 
he rendered himself extremely popular, by his liberality 
and kindness. Upon his return, he was appointed one 
of the four marshals in command of the royal guard, at 
the Tuileries. He died in September, 1840, at the 
chateau of Courcelles, near Oienfat the age of seventy- 
fi^e. Macdonald was thrice married; t!ie first time to 
? lady named Jacob ; the second time, to the widow 
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of General Joubert, a daughter of the marquis of Mon- 
tholon; aud, for the third time, in 1S23, to a daughter 
of the baron de Boiirgoing, the French embassador in 
Saxony. Li 1823, a royal ordinance authorized the 
transmission of his ikle and rank aa peer, to the marquis 
of Roche-Dragon, his son-in-law. 

Macdonald was distinguished for lofty honor» for a 
firniy proud loyalty, for calm resolution of temper, and 
indomitable courage ; but his abilities were not of a 
very high order ; and in Spain and Silesia, where he 
held a prmcipal command, his conduct did not elevate 
is reputation as a general* or a man of intelligence. 
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Mt»«HTi OF niJIOI. 

KINO or fWIDIff. 

Thb onlj man in Europe who was inaensible to the 
bicinatioii of Napoleon — the only person whom he 

could not make instrumental to his designs, either by 
allurements, or by craft, or by terror — was Bernadotte. 
% The subtle fire of the Corsican's genius played in vain 
around the hard and selfish independence of the Oas* 
con's character. He, in fact, used Napoleon fearlessly 
for his own purposes. He refused to aid him when he 
was struggling for the mastery of France; he quietly 
avuled himself of all the rewards and distinctions which 
the emperor heaped upon him, anil rose by his means 
to a throne ; and then, when bis own interests required 
it| came forward to consign his rival to defeat and exile. 
The life of such a man would demand an extended 
memoir: the present liiniu allow only of tracing that 
part of his career which connected him with Napoleon. 

Jean-Baptiste Jules Bernadotte, afterward Charles 
XIV., of Sweden, was born at Pau, in Beam, on the 
26th of January, 1763. His father, Henry Bernadotte, 
was a member of the bar, and designed his second son 
for the same profession, which an elder brother akeady 

28* 
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adorned : but the lad, who was by no means a favorite 
at home, and who feithis position disagreeable, enlisted, 
• without hia father's knowledge, in- the re^ment called 
Royal-la-Marine, afterward the sixtieth in&ntry, on did 
3d of September, 1780. This regiment was in garrison 
on the island of Corsica, and there Bernadotte passed 
the first two years of his service. A severe illness 
obliged him to return home toward the close of 1782; 
but at the end of eighteen months, notwithstanding the 
entreaties of his family, he rejoined his regiment, and 
passed gradually through all the degrees of inferior 
honor* He was made a corporal on the 16th of June, 
T7S5, fourrier the Slst of August, following ; sergeant, 
the 21st of June, 1786, sergeant-major, the 11th of May, 
1788, and adjutant sub-officer on the 7th of February, 
1790. Thus, the future king of Sweden and Norway, 
served ten years before he obtauied the epaulette of a 
sub-lieutenant. 

Tn 1790, Bernadotte's regiment was in garrison at 
Marseilles, and here he had an opportunity of saving 
the life of his colonel, M. d' Ambert, who was suspected 
of royalism. D*Arnberi rc[)orted at the war-office so 
favorably of the merits of his adjutant, that in 1791, 
Bemadotie received a lieutenancy in the regiment of 
Anjou, stationed in Bretagne* He used, afterward, to 
gay that he had found it more difficult to obtain a lieu- 
tenancy, tiian to become a marshal of France. He 
displayed his gratitude to the colonel, in 1799, by his 
efforts to save his life, which was forfeited under the 
law against the return of emigrants. In 1793, Berna- 
dotte was promoted to the rank of colonel nnd served 
und^ General Custine, in the army of the Rhine. The 
ability and courage which he displayed, during the re- 
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beat of Cuitbe to the frontien, procured him the conn 
mand of an advanced guard in the army of the north, 

where the seventy-first demi-brisfade, and the third reg- 
iment of cavalry I were placed under his orders. About 
this time» for some cause or other, he had incurred the 
suspicions of the committee of public safety, who sent 
an order to General Ferran, and the representative in 
attendance, to have him arrested and conducted to 
Paris. The order arrived on the day before the attack 
of Landrecy, and it was thought advisible to postpone 
its execution until after the battle: Bernadotte, here, 
displayed such valor, that, upon the report of the repre- 
sentatiFe, the committee changed the order of arrest for 
a commission of general of division, which, however, 
Bernadotte declined, on the ground that, not having 
passed through die grade of general of brigade, he could 
not be nominated to a superior rank* Soon after, Ber- 
nadotte passed to the army of the Ardennes, and then 
joined that of Sambre and Meuse. He displayed such 
gallantry at Fleurus, that, at the request of Kleber, he 
was nominated a general of brigade on the field of batde. 
From that time, he took rank as one of the most prom- 
inent generals of the republic, and figtured in all the moSt 
celebrated actions of the army. At the passage of the 
Roer, the battle of Heinsberg, the battle of Juliers, the 
siege of Maestricht, and the passage of the Rhine, Ber^- 
nadotte was equally distinguished for the gallantry with 
which he fought, and the moderation with which he 
used the victory. 

In 1797, Bernadotle was ordered by the directory to 
take the command of a corps of twenty thousand men, 
detached from the army of Sambre and Meuse, for the 
reinforcement of the army of Italy. At the head of two 
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divisioiiSy he left Metz, passed Mont Cenis in the depth 
of wioter, and joined Napoleon at Mikn. From didr fint 

interview, these remarkahle men regarded one another 
with an lastinctive distrust. " I have seen yonder," said 
Bemadotte to his when he returned to his qnarterst 
man of tvrentjr-eix or seven, who wants to appear 
fifty ; that augurs no good for the republic." Napo- 
leon, on his part, spoke of the Gascon extravagance of 
the new general : he gave him, however, the command 
of his advanced guard, and in this position, Bernadotte 
encouraged his men to acts of the utmost gallantry. 
At the passasre of the Isonzo, and the attack of Gra- 
disca, in his eagerness to outrival tiie achievements of 
the Italian divisions, he exposed his corps to unneces- 
sary loss and defeat 

After t!ie .signature of the preliminaries of Leoben, 
Beruadotte was placed in command of the corps left by 
Napoleon on the firontiers of Germany, and was in* 
vested, provisionally, with the government of the Frioul 
and the Venetian states. Shortly before ihc crisis of tlie 
ISth of Fructidor, Napoleon sent Bemadotte up to 
Paris, upon the same errand upon which Augereau 
had lately been despatched, but for the ostennble pur- 
pose of transmitting to the directory four flags, which, 
out of the twenty-one taken at Rivoli, had been sent, by 
mistake, to Peschiera. Bemadotte, however," says 
Bourienne, ^* did not take any great part in the afiair : 
he was always prudent" He returned, soon after, to 
the government of the Frioul, and the comraaad of the 
rear-guard of the army of Italy : but Bonaparte's ar- 
rangements deprived him of the command of half the 
troops which he had brought from the Rhine. Ber- 
nadotte was indignant : and wrote, both to the directorj 
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and to Napoleon, complaining of the ill-treatment he 

had received. The government then conferred upon 
him the command of the army of Italy, previously held 
by Berthier; but Napoleon's influence intervened at 
the moment when he was about to enter upon his new 
station, and his appointment was changed for an em- 
bassy to Vienna. He accepted this with great reluc- 
tance* • Here his Gascon spirit displayed itself, in a 
manner that was near proving serious. The inhabitants 
of the capital celebrated, w ith much brilliancy, the an- 
niversary of the arming of the volunteers despatched 
against France ; the embassador replied by a splendid 
fite, the same day, in honor of the victories of the re« • 
public, and decorated the front of his hotel witli a tri-color 
flag. An explosion ensued, as might have been ex- 
pected : the mob broke into the hotel, and j^emadotte 
and his ofllcers drove them out with firearms. In his 
report to the directory, however, he endeavored to 
diminish the insult which the Austrians had ofiered to 
the republic, and advised them to accept .the apology 
which the emperor was willing to offer. At the same 
time, he quitted Vienna and went to Rastadt, to wait 
for orders. The directory, not pleased widi Ins moder- 
ation, appointed him embassador to Hollnnd, which he 
declined, on the ground of his unfitness for diplomatic 
duties. Soon after, returning to Paris, he was married 
to Mademoiselle Desiree Clary, fourth dauijhter of 
Madame Clary, the widow of a rich merchant, and 
sister-in-law of Joseph Bonaparte. Joseph, who wished 
to attach Bernadotte to the interests of his family, ob- 
tained her for him ; and the marriage was celebrated 
on the 16th of August, 1798, in his hotel in the Rue 
de Rocher* There can be no doubt that this marriage 
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htd nmefa to do with BerradoUe^s tnibeoqueiit riM» 

ISapoIeon seems to have counted a great deal upon the 
ties of blood and connexion, in attaciiing persons to his 
cause ; and thus, he heaped honors and power upon 
those who were alHed to him hy either, with a prodi«- 
gality which, by stimulating too great an ambition, 
generally defeated its own purpose. 

In Januaiy, 1799, Bemadotte was, a second thne, 
named general-in-chief of the armj of Italy, an appoint* 
ment which he warily declined. He accepted the 
command, however, of the army of observation on the 
Rhine: which he shortly changed for the post of min- 
. ister of war, for which he was indebted to Uie influence 
of Joseph and Luefen Bonaparte. In this situation, 
accordinfir to Napoleon, he committed nothing- but 
faults; h» organized nothing, and a majority of the 
directory summarily remov'ed him from the cabinet 

When Napoleon returned from Egypt, Mmau and 
Bemadotte were the persons then foremost in character 
and power, and to win them, or to dupe them, was one 
of the first objects of Napoleon's intrigues. Bemadotte 
had ceased to be minister of war about three weeks be* 
fore : he was a biucere republican, a man of the most 
acute sagacity, of inflexible firmness, and predetermined 
not to be made use of for the advancement of the Bo- 
napartes. He saw through Napoleon's character and 
designs ; and though he did not become an activ e 
foe during the proceedings which led to tiie eighteenth 
Brumaire, that scheming soldier found him utterly in- 
tractable to his purposes. *<I do not fear Moreau,*' 
said Napoleon upon his first arriral firom Eg3rpt, when 
discussing the prospect of success : " he is devoid of 
energy. He prefers military to political power, and 
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diepmiaiieof tbeooomiandof an amy would gain him 
over. Bot Bernadotte has Moorish blood in his veins ; 

he is bold and enterprising : thai devil oi a fellow is not 
to be seduced ; he is disinterested and clever." A few 
days after> ufKHi the failure of an attempt to move this 
impracticable man, he exclaimed, Bernadotte is a bar 
of iron." Accordingly, on the 18th of lirunKiire, though 
Joseph induced Bernadotte to come to the house of his 
brother in the morning, he stole away from the proces- 
sion which was formed to accompany Napoleon to the 
Tuileries, and went to join the Societe du Manege, 

Bernadotte, however, had Ins share in the honors of 
the consulate. He was appointed a counsellor of statCt 
and soon after named commander-in-chief of the army 
of the west, and intrusted with the pacificatk>n of La 
Vendee. " His coiiciliating disposition," says Bour- 
rienoe, his chivalrous manners, his tendency to indul- 
gence, and a happy mixture of prudence and firmness, 
made him succeed where others would have failed : he 
finally established good order and submission to the 
laws." He did not, however, escape the suspicion of 
having connived at a plot which was formed in the west 
for the overthrow of the first consols after Ins return to 
Paris, he was more seriously imphcated in the v arious 
conspiracies which were in progress for his destruction ; 
and it was chiefly owing to the influence of Joaq>h and 
his wife, that Bernadotte was not brought to triaL "The 
fast consul," says Gourgaud, ** forgot everything ; Ber- 
nadotte forgot nothing,** 

In 1803, Napoleon appointed Bernadotte governor- 
general of Louisiana, which had lately been ceded to 
France by Spain : the lalier readily accepted the nom- 
ioaUoa ; but the rupture of the irealy oi Amiens hav 
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bg determined the government to sell Louisiana to the 
United States, this mission did not take effect Bema- 

dotte was then commissioned as embassador to the Uni- 
ted States; but tlie vessel had scarcely left the port 
when it was ordered to return, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving troops to be conveyed to St Domingo, and the 
embassador was ofTicially informed that the negotiation 
w inch he was to conduct at Washington had terminated, 
and that war was declared hj England ; in consequence 
of which, his embassy was revoked. On the 19tfa of 
May, 1804, Bernadotte was created a marshal of the 
empire; and soon after, appointed commander-in-chief 
of the army of Hanover. His administration here was 
able, judicious, and conciliatory ; and his memory was 
long cherished, with affection and gratitude, by the ob- 
jects of liis government. Upon the opening of the cam- 
paign of 1805, the Hanoverian army and the Bavarian 
troops constituted the first corps of the grand army, and 
were commanded by Bernadotte. In obedience to Na- 
poleon's orders, he marched through the territory of 
Prussia, and took post on the Danube between Neu- 
berg and Ingolstadt, to co-operate in the reduction of 
Ulm ; and then paasing through Bohemia and Moravia, 
arrived at Bruun on the 1st of December. At Auster- 
litz, he fought gallantly in the left wing of the army : 
and after the treaty of Presburg, be was ordered to oc- 
cupy the marquisate of Anspach, which was detached 
from Prussia for the purpose of being annexed to Bava- 
ria. In ISOG, Bernadotte was invested with the princi- 
palis of Ponte-Corvo, to hold it," said the patent, 
" as an immediate fief of our crown.*' Napoleon sought 
by this accumulation of honors to bind the soldier to his 
service, either by interest or by gratitude ; but his cold 



Digitized by Google 



AT THS BATTLE OF BTLAT7. SS7 

and jealous temper seemed to grow more envious and 
impracticable with every evidence which he received 
of the superior power of his rival. In the campaign of 
1806, he again commanded the first corps of the army, 
and his behavior at Auerstadt excited tlie deepest indig- 
nation of the emperor. The circumstances under which 
he failed to co-operate with Davoust have been ahready 
stated in the life of the latter marshal. Napoleon was 
so enraged at his conduct, that he is said to have actu- 
ally signed the order delivering him over to a court- 
martial to be shot, and to have cancelled it only out of 
regard for Bernadotte's alliance with Joseph. Were 
I to bring him before a conrt-mardal,*^ said the empe- 
ror, '* he would be shot. I shall say nothing to him 
about it; but I will take mre he shall know what I 
think of his behavior. He has too keen a sense of 
honor, not to be aware that he has acted disgracefully." 
Bourrienne asked Bernadotte if he had heard of these 
observations : I think him very likely to have made 
such remarks," replied the latter : ^' he hates me, be- 
cause he knows I do not like him ; but let him speak 
to me, and he shall have his answer. If I am a Gas- 
con, he is a greater one still. I might have felt piqued 
at receiving something like orders frcHU Davoust, but I 
did my duty.** At the batde of Eylau, Bernadotte was 
equally unlucky. Orders had been sent to each corps 
to be at Preuss-Eylau on the 8th of February, 1807 : 
all the corps arrived according to order, with the ex- 
ception of Bernadotte's. It was alleged that the mes- 
senger cliarged with delivering the instructions to him 
was captured on the way, and that the message did not 
reach him. His conduct, however, on these two occa- 
sions, viewed in connexion with his known feelings tow« 
Vol. IL— 29 
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ard the emperor, certainly raise suspicions of his fidel- 
kjr- On the 5th of June, while leading a column which 
was passing the Passarge at Spandau in the face of the 
Pnisuans, he was seriously wounded in the back of 
the neck, and oblii^ed to retire from the command of 
his corps, which was soon after given to Victor. On 
the 14Ui of July^ 1807« he was ordered to occupy the 
Hanseatic towns, and to take the command-in-cbief of 
the French, Spanish, and Dutch troops, assembled in 
Hamburg, and act as governor of the whole country : 
a duty which he discharged with eminent abiUty and 
integrity. Toward the end of March, 1809, the prince 
of Ponte-Corvo was ordered to repsdr to Dresden, to 
take charge of ihe organization of a corps of Saxons in- 
tended to form part of the grand army in the approach- 
ing war with Austria. He left the banks of the Saale in 
the end of April, and passing through Plauen, Passau, 
and Lintz, joined the ii:rand army in the island of Lo- 
bau, and took part in the battle of Wagram. His con- 
duct here was the cause of a grand explosion between 
himself and Napoleon. 

]*>oin the opening of the cnmpnign, BernadoUe had 
been complaining of the inexperience and want of ardor 
of bis Saxon troops ; and their lukewarmness during 
the battle bad been observed by many.' The army was, 
therefore, astonished to hear of an order of the day from 
Bernadoite, ascribing to the tioops under his command 
the principal merit of the viittoiy of Wagram. The 
moment Napoleon was informed of it, be sent for the 
marshal, and removed him from the command of his 
troops: Bernadotte, insisting on the justice of the con- 
gratulations which he had addressed to the Saxons, 
caused them to be inserted in the public pap«n« The. 
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canperor, indignant at this impropriety, issued an order 

of the day, which he directed not to be circulated among 
the army at large, uor among the Saxon troops. 

" ORDER OF THE DAT. 

From our Imperial Camp at Schdnbrunn^ 

*« Lhc \Uh of July, 1809. 

" His majesty expresses to marshal, the prince of 
Ponte-Corvo, his displeasure at the order of the day 
from the latter, bearing date Leopoldau, the 7th of July, 
wUch has been inserted simultaneoasly in almost all the 

newspapers, and is of the following tenor : — 

Saxons: In the battle of the 5th of July, seven or eis-ht thousand 
ol your nation pierced through the centre of the enemy's nrmy, nnd 
penetrated as far as Deutsch-Wagrnin, riotwithstnadin;^^ ihc opposi- 
tion of forty thousand men, supported by fifty pieces of cannon : you 
fought until midnight, and bivouacked in the heart of the Austrian 
lines. Un the 6lh, at davbreak, the- 1 altle recommenced on your part 
with the same obstinacy ; and in the mid«5t of the havoc created by 
the hostile artillery, your living columns remained as firm as brass. 
The great Napoleon witnessed your devoted valor : he reckons you 
in the number of his gallant soldiers. Saxons I the 8oldier*8 foitane 
consbti in fa1£Uing bis duties s jou have worthily performed those 
that devolved upon you* The marshal in command of the ninth corps, 

« c Berrasottb. 

J9t«0MM qf XMgnUaii, Ifts 7lh of My, 1809.' 

"Independently of the circumstance that his majesty 
commands his army in person, it helongs to bim alone 
to assign to each one the share of gloiy to which he 
may he entided. His majesty is indebted to the French 
troops, and not to any foreign soldiers, for the success 
of his arms. The order of the day of the prince of 
Ponte-CorvOy which has a tendency to give false pre- 
tensions to troops of a secondary description, to say die 
least of them, is opposed to trutli, to policy, and tu the 
national honor. The success of the battle of the 5th 
is due to the corps of marshals the duke of Rivoli and 
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Oudinot, who pierced through the enemy's centre, while 
the corps of tlie duke of Auerstadt was turning their left. 
The vOlage of Deutsch-Wagram was not in our pos- 
session on the 5th : that village was certainly carriedy 
but not uutil the 6th at noon, by the corps of Manhal 
Oudmot. The corps of the prince of Ponte-CoiTo did 
not remain a$ Jirm as brass : it was the first to give way. 
His majesQr was obliged to have it protected by the 
corps of the viceroy, by Broussier's and La Marque's 
divisions, commanded by Marshal Macdonald, by a di- 
vision of heavy cavaky under the orders of General 
Nansoutyi and by part of t,he cavalry of the guards. To 
that marshal, and to his troops, belongs the praise which 
the prince of Ponte-Corvo claims for bimself. His 
majesty desires that this expression of his displeasure 
may serve as an example^ and prevent any marshal 
from attributing to himself the glory that belongs to 
others. Ilis majesty, liuwcvcr, clhccis that this order 
of tlie day, which might be painful to the Saxon army, 
shall be kept secret, although its soldiers are well aware 
that they have no title to the praises bestowed upon 
them : and he further directs that it shall merely be trans- 
mitted to the mar^b^ commanding the several corps. 

" Nafolbon.^' 

The prince of Ponte-Corvo returned to Paris in dis- 
grace, and was appointed by the minister of war to com- 
mand at Antwerp during the English expedition to the 
Scheldt* When the emperor beard of this, he ordered- 
turn to be removed, and Bessieres to be sent in his stead. 

The sudden death of Charles Augustus, crown prince 
of Sweden, on the 2Sih of May, ISIO, opened the suc- 
cession of the throne of the northern peninsula to all 
the intrigues of Europe, The states-general assembled 
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at Or^bro to nominate a successor; aud three candi- 
dates were named. ^ The prince of Augustembourg, 
brother of the late crown prince^ waa the person most 
acceptable to the king and to the people : a portion of 
the clergy were in favor of Frederic VI., the king of 
Denmark ; and the army were favorable to Bernadotte, 
who was known to them by many acts of kindness and 
consideration while he commanded in the north. In 
1806, he had protected a Swedish corps made prison- 
ers at Lubeck; in 1809, upon Wm own responsibility, 
he had granted an armistice to the Swedes ; and while 
governor of Hanover and of Hamburg, had conciliated 
the regard of that nation with particular diligence. In 
the bc^inninfr of August, a vote was taken in the elec- 
toral committee, consisting of twelve, and it was found 
that eleven were in favor of Augustembourg, and one 
in favor of Bernadotte. The Swedish court and state, 
however, were extremely anxious to connect themselves 
with Napoleon, and to obtain his patronage and protec- 
tion ; and it was distinctly intimated to him, that the ex* 
pression of a wish on his part would be decisive of the 
matter. At this time, there arrived at Orcibro, from 
Gothenburg, a Frenchman of obscure pretensions and 
doubtful character, who circulated the intelligence that 
the secret wishes of the emperor were in favor of the 
prince of Ponte-Corvo. The efTect was instantaneous : 
the proposals of tlie electoral committee were annulled ; 
the king presented Bernadotte a second time to the diet, 
as the candidate upon whom all votes ought to unite ; 
a new electoral committee was appointed, in which the 
French marshal received ten vote? out of twelve ; and 
on the 21st of August, 1810, he was elected prince 
royal of Sweden, under the name of Charles Joha. 

29* 
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Napoleon ifterward strongly disavowed this agent, and 

there ?eems no reason to doubt that Bernadotte's elec- 
tion was disagreeable to him ; but whether this person 
acted upon his own responsibility, or, which is most 
probable, was an emissaiy of Bernadotte's, is to this 
day wholly unexpluned ; and the influences by which 
tiiis election was decided, form one of the most curious 
and perplexing problems in modern European politics. 
Napoleon, however, willing, if possible, to gain a friend 
and ally upon the throne of Sweden, gave Bemadotte 
his consent to become kins:, and advanced him a loan 



of a million oi Irancs. When the marshal, upon the eve 
of his departure, came to receive the letters of emanci^ 
pation which had been promised him, Napoleon an* 
iiounced to him tiiat, by a decision of the council, they 
would not be delivered to him until he had signed an 
engagement never to bear arms against France* Ber- 
nadotte refused, alleging that he had become a subject 
of ihe king of Sweden : " Well," replied Napoleon, 
abruptly, " go, and let our destinies be accomplished*'* 
Bemadotte set out, and travelling with great haste, finom 
fear lest an order of recal might be sent after him, ar* 
rived at Elsinore on the 19th of October, 1810. 

The policy of tiie Swedish court, under Bernadotte's 
influence, was cautious, wise, and patriotic. The power 
of Napoleon, at first, was too formidable to be resisted ; 
and in compliance with his dictation and command, war 
was declared against England by Sweden in November, 
1810. The commercial results, however, soon proved 
loo disastrous to the kingdom to allow hostilities to be 
continued ; and the tyranny and violence of the empe- 
ror during the next two years, showed so clearly that 
he was willing utteriy to sacrifice Sweden to his own 
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utfemli and pasnow, that all obligations of gratitudo 

or friendship were discharged toward such a despot* 

On the 6th of April, 1812, a treaty was concluded be- 
tween Sweden and Russia, by which the former en- 
gaged, in the event of a war with France, to assist with 
thirty thousand men, who were to operate with Russia 
in the north of Germany: and on the 12th of July, 
1812, a treaty of peace was concluded between Great 
Britain and Sweden* Thus was formed the league 
which, in 1813, destroyed Napoleon in Saxony* His 
intervention in that campaign had tlic most decisive 
eiiect upon the fortunes of his ancient master ; yet his 
operations were cautious, moderate, and interested, show- 
ing, that he sought to repress the power of Napoleon, in so 
far as it endangered himself, rather than contribute to the 
entire restoration of the old monarchical system of policy* 
Upon the resumption of hostilides, after the armistice 
of FlesswitE, Bemadotte advanced in the direction of 
Berlin at the head of twenty-eight thousand Swedish 
troops and twenty-five thousand Hanoverians, and en- 
tered into communication with the Russian and Prus- 
sian forces under Winzingerode and Bulow. In August, 
Marshal Oudinot was despatched hf Napdeon to meet 
him; and on the 23d of that month, was sio:nally de- 
feated at Gros-Beeren : a disaster which proved, per- 
haps, more injurious to Napoleon than any event whicb 
occurred in that campaign hefore the batde of Leipsig* 
On the 4th of September, Berrmdotte established his 
headquarters at Rabenstein, near the Elbe. Marshal 
Ney was now sent to take the place of Oudinoc : and 
he sustained, on the 6th of Septenib«r, at Dennewits, 
an overthrow and rout not less decisive than his prede- 
cessor had met with. The crown-prince in these great 



Digitized by Google 



344 JBAN- BAPTISTS JULB8 BERNADOTTE^ 

battles displayed conspicuous ability ; but the allies 
were dissatiBded by the languor and indifference witli 
which he pursued his advantages. At the battle of 
Leipsig, Bernadotte did not arrive in time to take part 
in the en^i^an^ement on the 16th ; but, by the earnest 
eiforts of the English minister, Sir Charles Stewart, he 
was brought upon the field on the 17tfa : and on the 
18th of October, he combated raliantly, in conjunction 
Willi Bluclier, against Ney on the north of the city. 

In 1S14, Bernadotte visited Paris, then in possession 
of the allies, and entertained hopes of being made king 
of France ; but he received from his old friends noth- 
ing but expressions of disapprobation and disgust. He 
returned through Brussels to Sweden, and reached 
Stockholm on the 10th of June. Upon the landing 
of Napoleon in the bay of Juan^ Sweden wholly re- 
bsed to take part in the new coalition against France. 
The former alliance, it wa^^ declared, bad been termi- 
nated by the treaty of Paris ; and to engage again in a 
remote contest, Bernadotte wrote, " would be to expose 
ourselves to the greatest losses, without the prospect of 
any corapen-^ation, even in case of complete success." 

To trace the history of Bernadotte as king of Swe- 
den, would be foreign to a hook relating only to the 
marshals of France. It remains only to say, that, on 
the 5th of February, 1818, he succeeded to the throne 
of Sweden and Norway, under the name of Charles 
XIV. John ; and after a reign of more than a quarter 
of a century, died on the 8th of March, 1844, in the 
eighty-second year of his age. He was succeeded by 
his only son, whose name, Oscar, served as a monu- 
ment of his imperial godfiither's youthful admiration of 
Ossian 
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CHARLES PETER FRANCIS AUOEREAU* 

MARSHAL OF FKANC8. 
Duxs or CAiTrouoirt. 

CsAKLBs Pbtbr Francis Auobrbau, was botn 
on the 8l8t of October, 1757, in Paris, in the &uboaig 

Saint-Marceau, where his father followed the calling 
of a fruit-merchant. He entered the army as a private 
soldier, in 1774 ; and bad attained such distioction for 
his knowledge of the use of arms, that, in 1787, he was 
selected to go to Naples, to instruct the Neapolitan 
troops. In 1791, he was appointed adjutant-major in 
the Germanic legion ; and rapidly rising through the 
grades of captain, in the eleventh regiment of hnssars* 
and colonel, he was made a general of division, in 
1793, in which capacity he served with great distinc- 
tion in the eastern Pyrenees, under Dugommier and 
Perignon. In the celebrated attack upon the en- 
trenched camp at Figneras, in November, 1794, An* 
gereau commanded the right wing, and displayed the 
most extraordinary courage and perseverance. At 
Besalu, in 1795, he acquired great celebrity, for the 
success with which, at the head of a small force, he 
repulsed the Spanish army. Upon the conclusion of 
peace with Spain, in July of that year, he led his divis- 
ion to the army of Italy, and served nnder Seherer* 
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taking a prominent part in the battle of Loano, in the 

month of iNovernber. Napoleon found him in lhat 
army, when he took the command, in March, 1796; 
aodi from the day of Millesimo, where he first came 
into action, to that at Arcole, where his daring and de- 
voledness were eminently conspicuous, Augereau is 
ideoulied with the brightest glory of the Italian cam- 
paign. At Castiglione, in pardcuiar, where- he sus- 
tained the principal attack of the Austrian army, he 
exhibited the most obstinate firmness, in a moment the 
most critical, perhaps, in the whole war. "It was to 
reward Augereau's conduct at Lonato," says Napa* 
leon in his memoirs, when he commanded the right 
and was ordered to attack Castiglione, that he was 
afterward made a duke with that title. That day was 
the most brilliant of General Augereau's life, nor did 
Napoleon ever forget it*" 

When the conspiracy which ended in the revolution 
of the 18th of Fructidor, was approaching its crisis, 
Augereau was sent up to Paris, by Napoleon, under 
pretence of carrying to the directory some flags which 
had been captuved at the fall of Mantua, and which 
Bessieres had not taken with him. He carried, also, 
the addresses of the army. i3onaparte made choice 
of Augereau,'* says Bourrienne, " because he knew his 
stanch republican principles, his boldness, and his de- 
ficiency of political talent. He tliought him well cal- 
culated to aid a commotion, which his own presence 
with the army of Italy, prevented him from directing in 
person ; and Augereau, besides, was not an ambitious 
rival, who mitrht turn even's to his own advanta^^e.'* 
The directory made him governor of the sevenieeDtli 
military divinon, which included Paris and its environs $ 
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tdd he enibrced the change of the IStfa of Fractidory 

in the same manner that Napoleon had effected that of 

the 13th of Vendeiniare. 

At the close of the year 1797» upon the death of 
fioche^ and the discredit of Moreau, the armiea of the 

Sambre and Mouse, and of the Rhine, were united in 
one, and the supreme command given to Augereau. 
^* He was incapable^" says Napoleon^ of conducdng 
himself in this capacity, being uninformed, of a narrow 
intellect, and little education : but he maintained order 
and discipline among his soldiers, and was beloved by 
them. His attacks were regular, and made in an or- 
derly manner; he divided his columns judiciously, 
placed his reserves with skill, and fought with intre- 
pidity ^but all this lasted but a day ; victor or van- 
quished, he was generally disheartened in the evening ; 
whether it arose from the peculiarity of his temper, or 
from the deficiency of his mind in foresight and pene- 
tration." 

In politics, Augereau was a thorough Jacobin, and 
was extremely fond of taking part in civil affairs, for 

which, however, he was wholly incompetent. In 
1798, he was elected a member of the council of five 
hundred ; and became identified with the party of 
Babosuf, and the society of the Manege* He was in 
this position when Napoleon arrived from Egypt: and, 
the latter, wishing to keep himself clear of that party, 
did not apply to Augereau for the occasion of the 18th 
of Brumaire. On that day, however, he came with 
Jourdan to Napoleon while the troops were passing in 
review ; and Napoleon advised them to remain quiet, 
and not to obliterate the memory of the services which 
they had rendered the country. Augereau assured 
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ham of hw derotioo, and of his desire to mtreh under 

his command ; adding, ** What I general, do you not 
Still rely upon your little Augereau?" Napoleon, 
itowerer, did not make use of his senrices, and he re- 
mamed a speotalor of the events of the 19th of Bra- 

maire. 

Under the consulate, Augereau received, in 1800, 
the conunand-in-chief of the French may in Holland, 
and eo-operated, in that jrear and the next, wiA Morean 

until the conclusion of the campaign of Hohenlinden : 
and, in 1803, he was placed in command of the camp 
at Bayonne, assemhled for the invasion of Portugal* 
On the 19th of May, 1804, Augereau was created a 
marshal of the empire, and a grand-officer of the le2:ion 
of honor; and, in 1805, was made grand-eagle oi that 
order, and grand-dignitary of the crown of iron. In 
the campaigns of 1805, 1806, and 1807, Augereau 
com man (led the seventh corps of the grand army. At 
the battle of Jena, where he commanded the left, he 
bore a very distinguished part ; and at E^iau, where 
he sustained the onset of almost the whole Russian 
army, the losses of his corps were so enormous, that 
only a single battalion remained in each regiment 
The seventh corps was, accordingly, suppressed, and 
its soldiers becanae the nucleus of the force besieging 
Dantzig, under Lefebvre : and Augereau, havinir re- 
ceived a shot wound in the battle, returned to France. 

In 180S, Augereau was created duke of Castiglione ; 
and, in May, 1809, was sent to supersede St Cyr in 
the chief command of the seventh corps, in Catalonia. 
Upon his arrival in the scene of his youthful distinction, 
he issued an inflated and ridiculous proclainati<Mi ; but 
the state of bis health, ftom an attack of gout, prlvveated 
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Mb dbplteing 8t Cjr until Oclobert when he todi the 

direction of the siege of Gerona, which he succeeded 
in reducing, on the lOtb of December, His success, 
howerer, was tarnkbed hy the severity with whioh he 
treated his gallant opponent, Alvarea. After some un- 
important, and unskilful movements, Augereau retired 
to Barcelona ; and, upon the pretext of bad health, 
spent the most of his time in the palace, suffmng the 
military afiairs of the country to fall into disorder and 
confusion, and vainly attempting, by harsh and cruel 
ordinances, to correct the mischiefs of his own inatten- 
tion* In 1810, he was recalled by the emperor, and 
Macdonald sent to take his place. 

In 1S12, Augereau was placed in command of the 
eleventh corps of the grand army, which did not ad- 
vance into Russia ; but, in ISld, he took part in the 
campaign of Saxony, and was present at the batde of 
Leipsig. 

In the winter of 1813-14, when Napoleon, with the 
herobm worthy of the imperial crown which he had 
' assumed, drew his lines of defence around France, 
Aagcreau was stationed at Lyons. His orders were, 
to collect, at that point, as large a force as possible, to 
oppose, in the first instance, General Bubna, who was 
approaching through Switzerland, and then to fall upon 
the flank and rear of the allies, whom the emperor was 
opposing in front. Augereau arrived from Paris and 
took the command on the 14th of January, 1814, and 
organized a corps of twenty thousand men. But his 
operations were feeble and injudicious ; instead of the 
bold assault upon the line of the allies' march, which 
Napoleon had dictated, he occupied himself with a 
series of movements having relation to Bubna alone. 
VoL.IL— 30 
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Ill Ttiii, Napoleon wrote to him, Unite yoor troops 

in one coluniii, and march inio the Pays deVaud; 
forget that you are fifty-six years old, and think only 
of your brilliant days at Castiglione he seemed in- 
capable of comprehendmg the part he was to play In 
the ^nd schenne which the emperor had conceiired 
for the repulse of the allied armies, and he lost the op- 
portunity of saving die empire. On the 20th of March, 
he was signally defeated, at Limonel ; and Lyons fell, 
at once, into the hands of the Austrians* 

An<rereau, gloomy and bitter in his temper, and full 
of republican jealousy, had never ceased to hate the 
character and policy of the emperor, whom he now 
took occasion to insult, with a brutality as cowardly as 
it was un<^ratefuL He was one of the first to send in 
his adhesion to the provisional government, and on the 
16tb of April, at Valence, he issued the following 
order of the day : ^* Soldiers ! the senate, the rightful 
interpreter of the national will, worn out by tlie des- 
potism of Bonaparte, pronounced, on the 2d of April, 
the dethronement of himself and family. A new dy- 
nasty, strong and liberal, descended from our ancient 
kings, will replace Bonaparte and his despotism. Sol- 
diers! you are absolved from your oaths: you are so 
by the nation, in which the sovereignty resides : you 
nye more so, were it necessaiy, by the abdication of a 
man, who, after having sacrificed millions to his cruel 
ambition, has not known how to die like a soldier." 
On the 24th, Napoleon having passed through Lyons, 
on his way to Elba, met Augereau at a little distance 
from Valence* Either he had not heard of the procla- 
mation, or, wliich is more probable, he affected to over- 
look it. He stopped his carriage and alighted ; Au- 
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gersao did the same, and they cordially embraced. Il 

was observed that in saluting, Napoleon took off his 
hat, and Augereau kept his on. "Where are you 
going? To court f" said Napoleon. — ^*'No, I am 
going to Lyons/ You have behaved very badly to 
me,'' said Napoleon, addressing him in the second per- 
sonal singalar. — " Of what do you complain?" replied 
Augereau, with the same familiarity. " Had not your 
insatiable ambition brought us to this ? Have you not 
sacrificed everything, even the happiness of France^ to 
that ambition ? I care no more for the Bourbons than 
you do : all that I care for, is the country." Napoleon 
then turned sharply away fSrom the soldier whom he had 
made a marshal and a duke, lifted his hat, and stepped 
into his carriasre. The persons around were disgusted, 
at seeing Augereau remain standing in the road, cov- 
ered, with his bands behind his back, and instead of 
bowing, making merely a disdainful salutation to Na- 
poleon with his hand. When Augereau had taken his 
leave, one of the allied commissioners expressed his sur* 
prise that the emperor should have treated him with such 
an appearance of friendship and confidence. Why 
should I not?" said Napoleon. "Your majesty is, 
perhaps, not aware of his conduct?" — "What has he 
done V* — " Sire, he entered into an understanding with 
us several weeks ago."-^*^ It was even so," said Na- 
poleon, at St. Helena, when recounting these circum- 
stances ; ** he whom I had intrusted with the defence 
of France, on this point, sacrificed and betrayed the 
country. The marshal was no longer the soldier. His 
early courage and virtues had raised him above the mul- 
titude ; but honors, dignities, and fortune, a^ain reduced 
him to the common level* The conqueror of Castig> 
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cooiitry. But France will execrata tfat inamorj of tbe 

traitur of Lycjns." 

Upoa the establishineiit of the Bourbons, in 1814» 
Aufereau wis made goFemor of tbe fourteenth militarjr 
divisioDy a peer of France, end a knight of the order 
of St. Louis. Lpoii Napoleon's landing, near Cannes, 
hia proclamations denounced Augereau and Marmont« 
ee the traitorous authors of the misfortune of the pre- 
vious year. His proclamation to the French people, 
dated in the " Bay of Juan, March 1, 1815," opens as 
fallows : *^ Frenchmen ! the defection of the duke of 
Castiglione, delivered up Lyons, without defence, to 
our enemies ; the army, of which I confided to him the 
command, was, by the number of its battalions, and the 
bravery and patriotism of the troops which composed 
it, fully able to conquer the Austrian corps opposed to 
it, and to place itself upon the rear of the left wing of 
the enemy's army, which threatened Paris.** He then 
proceeds to refer to the successes which he had c;ained 
in that campaign, and to tlie treason of Marmont ; and 
adds, *'the unexpected conduct of those two generals, 
who betrayed, at onee, their country, their prince, and 
their benefactor, chanired the destiny of the war." 

Augereau was sent into Normandy, by Louis XVIII.; 
and, though he subsequently expressed himself favor* 
able to the emperor, he took no share in the events of 
the " hundred days." Upon the second restoration, 
he resumed his seat in the chamber of peers. He died 
at his estate, La Houssaye, of dropi^, on the 12th of 
June, 1816. 

Augereau was an admirable general of division ; and 
Imdled troops upon the field of battle, with remarkable 
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Tigor and BkilL But the range of his facnhies was 
narrow, and he was mcapahle of managing extenflive 

combinations, or a prolonged and systematic plan of 
operations. His moral qualities, and his manners, 
alike, retained the traces of a vulgar and ignoble origin. 
His temper was harsh, uncertain, and unfeeling. Au- 
gereau,'* says Las Cases, as the substance of a con- 
versation of Napoleon's, " was a cross-grained char- 
acter. He seemed to be tired and disheartened hy 
victory, of which he always had enough. His person, 
his language, and his demeanor, gave him the air of a 
braggadocio, which, however, he was far from being. 
He was satiated with honors and riches, which he had 
received at all hands, and in all ways.^' 
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MABSHAL OT FILANCE» MAY 19, 1804. 

DUK£ or OAMTZIO 

The station and honors of Lefebvre, formed to Ae 
world one of the most striking evidences of the repub- 
lican qualities of Napoleon's empire; and never bad 
repttblicanism a brighter model, or a nobler representa- 
five, than in the 7irtae,*the integrity, the moderation of 
Lefebvre. The rise of such men as IVTurat and Soult 
is fitted only to confirm the prejudices of aristocracy, 
for their characters revolt the moral sympathies of the 
gazer, in the same degree in which their external lustre 
attracts his consideration. But, upon the career of 
Lefebvre, the mind rests with a pure satisfaction. His 
was a character of perfect dignity. Carrying forward, 
into the highest rank and station, the humility and 
modesty of his first lowly condition, he maintained his 
original temper and feelings, not from any Jacobinical 
jealoasy or false pride, but from native simplicity, and, 
because his inherent self-respect rendered him insen* 
sible to the outward distinctions, which fortune, at vari- 
ous times, had car^t around him. Mingled in the most 
violent scenes of the revolution, he was neither stained 
nor hardened by their influen<5e, and he carried away 
from that experience, only the lessons of the yani^ of 
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mrkiijr pride, «nd ifat sure letitnce of hswuti ybin^ 
Rused to die fint places of the empire, end coveied 

with its (gaudiest distinctions, rank served only to make 
conspicuous the higher oobleness of his own spirit, and 
10 proye» by being loet upon his simple charsoter, that 
it can add ooihing to truth, to goodness, or to virtue. 

Francis Joseph Lefebvre, the son of Joseph L^- 
febvre, and of Anna Maria Riss, was born at Rufiach 
in Alsace, on the 26th of October, 1755. His iathef 
was a miller, but had served as a hussar, and at the 
the time of his deaili, commanded the garde bonrgeoise 
of his place of residence. Lefebvre was but eight years 
old when he lost his father ; but, fortunately be found 
in his paternal uncle, a warm friend and a judicious 
counsellor and protector. This worthy man was de- 
sirous that his nepliew should enter the church, but the 
youth displayed a strong predilection for a soldier's 
life. His brother's appointment as an officer in the 
regiment of Strasbourg, fixed his determination. On 
the 10th of September, 1773, he entered, as a private 
soldier, in the regiment of the French guards, became 
a corporal in 1775, a sergeant in 1782, and on the 9th 
of April, 1788, first sergeant. Ha was serving in this 
capaciiy, at Paris, when the revolution broke out. In 
common with all his comrades, he embraced with 
warmth the republican principles of the day \ but, al- 
ways true to the feelings of humanity and justice, and 
fearless in asserlinof them, he vigorously opposed the 
violence of the people against the officers of his regi- 
ment, and protected them courageously against the 
fanaUcism of the revoludonists. Upon the disbanding 
of the French g;uards, in 1789, Lefebvre entered as a 
sub-Ueutenant in the national guard* At the head of 
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ft dtttchment of this corps, he was twiea wounded 

once, in protecting the return of the royal family to the 
Tuileries, after their unsuccessful attempt to reach 
SaiDt^Cloud ; and, a second times in aiding the king's 
aunts to effect their retirement to Rome. For these 
services, he received the thanks of the royal family. 
Leaving these unwelcome scenes of violence and 
• cruelty, LefehFre entered the regular army, on the 3d 
of September, 1793 ; and, as captain of the thirteenth 
battalion of light infantry, he served in the army of the 
^loselle, and quickly rose to the rank of major and ad- 
jutant-general. Passing into the army of Mayen* e, he 
attained the rank of brigadieivgeneral, on the 2d of De- 
cember, in that year. After the combats of Lambach 
and (liesherg, he was made a general of division ; and, 
usually in command of the advanced guard, his name 
appears conspicuously in all the operations in Germany, 
until 1798. Active, enterprising, though not of the 
highest military genius, he was at all times noted for 
sound judgment, presence of mind, coolness in the 
midst of danger, and an immovable 6rmness« At Fleu* 
rus, when two thirds of the French army was in rapid - 

and disorderly retreat, Lefebvrc swore that he would 
die sooner ihan retire, and his resolution inspired the 
soldiers with so much firmness and courage, that they 
repulsed three vigorous attacks, led by Beauliea and 
Prince Charles, in person. In the midst of the danger, 
a powder- wagon, struck by a bomb-shell, exploded in 
the centre of the French columns, and the soldiers, dis- 
mayed by the terrible occurrence, cried out loudly for 
an order to retreat Retreat!" cried Lefebvre, 
** when we may fight and die with glory ? No, no ; 
no retreat r' These words were re-echoe(i along the 
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Hum; tnd the meiiy retnioutted hj the udor of their 

oommaoder, rushed forward against the Austrians, and 
finally gained the day. At the battle of Altenhoven, 
he exhibited one of thoee traits of gentleness and 
humanity, which ait so gracefully upon a bravery so 
fierce as hb« On the 9d of October, 1794, the inhab- 
itants of the town of Linnich, devoted to the flames by 
the vanquished Austhans, came out to implore the 
generosity of the conquerors. Lefehvre received them 
with kindness and sympathy, and introduced them to 
his soldiers ; and the French army forgot its sufferings 
by the battle, to relieve the distresses of the unfortunate 
inhabitants. In the same year, when the convendon 
sent its commisuoners, to execute the law of proscrip- 
tion against every thin^{ tainled vviili the crime of noble 
blood, one of the representatives of the people said to 
Lefehvre, General, I am aware, that, in your corpSt 
you keep in office many persons of the patrician caste ; 
the law h^is fixed the mark of reprobation upon them: 
point them out to me, for I must execute the commands 
of the govemment in regard to them." — I know no 
persons under my orders," was Lefebyre's reply, ^^bot 
warriors worthy of the country which they have de» 
fended valiantly up to this hour. I answer for them 
all, without the exception of a man." In consequence 
of this noble and resolute stand, not a person in his 
a^my was arrested. 

After the passa<^e of the Rhine, Lefehvre, in com- 
mand of the advanced guard, and with such an officer 
as Ney to execute his ordeis, deserved the largest share 
of the honors won in the brilliant campaign which fol- 
lowed. At Oplarlen, hefore Hennef, at iSieo;bur^, at 
AJtenkirchen^ at Koshach, this general established a 
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lofty anii abiding reputatkm, for braverj inid firmness; 

Upon the appointment of Bournonviile, Lefebvre, who 
took part with Kieber, retired from the army of the 
8ambre and Meuse* and joined the forces under Hoche, 
upon the coast ; and, when Hoche succeeded to the com- 
mand of ilie army of the Sambre and Meusc, Lefebvre 
again resumed his old post of danger and honor in the 
yan of the annyi and upon the death of the commander- 
in-chief, in 1798, he was appointed provisionally, to 
the chief command. In Jourdan's expedition to the 
Danube, in 1799, Lefebvre led the advanced guard, 
and was at Ostrach previously to the operations which 
led to the battle of Stockach ; and in those disastrous 
operations, he received a severe wound, which obliged 
him to witlidraw from the army. 

Such had been the moderation and disinterestedness 
of this excellent man, that, while he was thus winning 
the most valuable and glorious conquests for his country, 
his own means were so limited, that he was unable to 
pay his son's college expenses, and was obliged to keep 
the lad with him in the camp. Upon the conclusion 
of peace, Lefebvre wrote to the president of the direc- 
tory a very characterfetic letter, in which the modesty 
of his views, in regard to himself, and his zeal for the 
wellare of his fellow-soldiers, are alike conspicuous. 

The definitive settlement of peace," he sud, leaves 
me no longer in a situation to render any essential ser- 
vice to my country. I pray you to grant me a pension 
upon which I can live decently. For that purpose, 1 
want neither horses nor a carriage ; t merely require 
bread. You know what T have done, as well as I do 
myself, and I, therefore, do not enumerate to you my 
victories. My frankness of temper compda me to say 
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to jrou that I have no defeats to recount, and that the 
inhabitants of the conquered countries will never bear 

any other testimonies of me, than those of the most 
scrupulous probity. Before quitting the service, 1 am 
particularlj desirous that the patriotisa), hraver^, abili* 
ties and services of my aides-de-camp and field-offi- 
cers may be rewarded.*' 

Upon his return to France, Lefebvre was received by 
the directory with great dbtinction, and appointed to the 
command of the seventeenth military division, of which 
the principal station was at Paris. The pait wiiich he 
sustained in the revolution of the 18th of Bromaire, as 
recited in the life of Napoleon, was simply that of a 
soldier obedient to the orders of his lawful commander- 
in-chief. The first consul confirmed him in the ap- 
pointments which he had previously held ; and on the 
1st of April, 1800, bore testimony to the respectability 
of his character, by nominating him to the senate* On 
the 19th of May, 1804, Lefebvre was raised to the 
dignity of marshal of the empire, and, afterward, was 
made, successively, chief of the fifth cohort of the 
legion of honor, grand-officer, and grand-eagle. Upon 
the opening of the campaign otVim and Ansterlitz, he 
was placed in command of the national guards of the 
Roer, and of the Rhine and Moselle, being the second 
corps of reserve of the grand army. In 1806, he was 
made one of the commanders of the imperial guard, and 
served with distinction at the battles of Jena and Eylau. 
He received orders, in 1807, to reduce the fortress of 
Dantzig ; and with an army of sixteen thousand men, 
chiefly Poles and Saxons, he commenced this celebraled 
sie^e. On the 15th of May, the Russian general, Ka- 
monski, who had approached for the purpose of reiiev- 
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ing th« gmsoiiy waa defeated, and on the d4di of Majr 
the place surrendered. The Gommander, Count Kal 

kreiith, a .soldier and friend of the great Frederic, was 
geuerously allowed the same terms which he had 
granted the French garrison at Mayence, fourteen years 
before, and marched out with all the honors of war. 

Kalkreuth addressed to his conqueror a letter, breath- 
ing the noblest gentiments of manly gratitude and 
respect 

Lefebvre had the honor of receiving the first heredit- 
ary title of nobility conferred by Napoleon, being cre- 
ated duke of Dantzig, on the 28th of May, 1807. 

Let the title of duke," says the patent in which the 
rank is conferred, descending to his children, remind 
them of the virtues of their sire ; and let them feel that 
they are unworthy to bear it, if ever, in the time of 
war, they pre^sr a slothful repose, and the ease of a 
great city, to the toil and dost of a camp, and if ever 
their first feelings cease to be those of devotion to their 
country." In 180S, the duke of DantzijT, at the head 
of .the fourth corps, took a leading part in the early 
operations of the Spanish war : he defeated Blake and 
Romana, at Durando, and pursuing and dispersing 
their armies, entered Bilbo a, on the 1st of November. 
In the campaign of Eckmuhl and Wagram, he was 
jdaced in command of the Bavarian army, and took 
part in the principal actions of the war, and was effi* 
^ cient in the suppression of the insurrecdon in the Tyrol. 
In 1812, as a commander of the old imperial guard, he 
made the campaign of Russia; and, fidthfol to the for^ 
tunes of his master, rendered an active and zealous 
service in the campaign of ]Si4. The inspiration of 
duty seemed to revive in this aged soldier, the vigor 
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and earnestness of the campaigns of the Rhine ; and at 
the head of that immortal corps, which is Identified for 
ever with the glory of the emperor, he performed those 
toilsome but brilliant manoeuvres, which, like the 
gleam of a winter sunset, illustrated with ineffectual 
ray, the undiminished lustre of an orb, whose latest hour 
was its proudest 

Lefebvre remained with the emperor, at Fontaine- 
bleau, until after his abdication : he then proceeded to 
Paris, and was there presented to the emperor of Rus- 
sia. You were not then, under the walls of Paris, 
Monsieur le Marechal, when we arrived?** said Alex- 
ander to him. " No, sire," said Lefebvre, "we had 
the misfortune to be unable to reach here in time*"— 
'*The mUfartmeT^ said the emperori with a smite, 
" you are, then, sorry to see me here?"—" Sire,** re- 
plied the soldier, "I behold with admiration and sen- 
sibility, a warrior, who in youth has learned to use vic- 
tory with moderation ; but it is with the deepest grief 
that I see a conqueror within my country.*' — I respeet 
your sentiments, Monsieur le Marechal," said the em- 
peror, *' and they only add to rny esteem for you." 

On the 2d of June, 1814, the king elevated Lefebvre 
to the rank of peer of France* Upon the return of Na- 
poleon, the age and infirmities of the marshal rendered 
him incapable of taking the field ; but he attended the 
sittings of the upper chamber, and took part in its dis- 
cussions* After the second restoradon, the king con- 
firmed Lefebvre in the title of marshal, but removed 
him from the chaml^er of peers, to which, however, he 
was recalled in 1819, and continued to vote with the 
constitutional party* He died, at Paris, on the 14th 
of September, 1820. A few days before his dealh> 
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la Chiiise to choose his last resting-place. He marked 
out a place beside Maaeena, aad near to Marshals Pe- 
ngMa end S^vrurier, and to General LamartiUiefe: 
and here, in accordance with his wishes, he was in- 
terred. Marshal Murtier proiiounced a eulogy at bis 
interment: and on the 12th of June, 1821, SuQhet» 
duke of Albufera» delivered, in the chamber of peers, 
an eloquent discourse upon his meritSb To give evir 
dence of superior ability and courage in arms» and to 
deliver effective blows in battle," he remarked, *' suf- 
fices for the fleeting renown of a general : but posterity' 
allots the palm of inunortaliij* only » to those great com- 
manders whose condact, in subjugated countries, may 
be cited as examples of moderation. In the places 
where the glory of this hero is displayed, the laws 
of homaniQr and honor are alwajs illustrated. At the 
head of warriors of various nations^ Poles, Saxons, Ba- 
varians, he inspired foreigners with all the enthusiasm 
and energy of Frenchmen. All of them have lamented 
hie departure. Upon the decease of this illustrious 
marshal, voices of praise and regret ascended, in 
mingled chorus, from the banks of the Rhine» the 
Danube, and the Vistula." 

Lefebvre and his wife, who was said to have been 
the daughter of a laundress, retained in elevated station 
the humility and simplicity of their early days, and 
never lo6i the recollection of their former obscure con- 
diUoo. The laUer served as a standing amusement to 
the forvenu court of the emperori which, having no 
true title to aristocratic pride, bore its false honors with 
the loftiest pretension. But her excellence of feeling 

and prinaple, and the genuiae dignity pS her deport- 
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ment, rendered b^r, in truth, worthy of all reverence 
and admiration. The baroness Lagarde was in the 
habit of risiting this woithj woman, at hor chatean of 
Combaut; and, on one occasiont Madame Leiebvre 
opened for her view, a cabinet in which were ranged 
in order, specimens of all the dresses which herself and 
her husband had worn since their marriage. There," 
aaid she with a amile, " is a gallery of costumes of rttf 
difierent oonditions of life. We have been particniar 
in preservirifr ihem. It does no harm to look at thin^ 
of that iLind, as we constantly do : it secures us from 
the danger of forgetting the past*" In one of Las 
Cases' conirersations, at 8t. Helena, he related the fol- 
lowing anecdote to the emperor. Madame Lefebvre 
and her husband, during their poverty, had been en- 
gaged in a domestic capacity, in the family of the mai^ 
quis de Valady, the captain of the corps in which Le» 
febvre served. The marquis, who stood god-father to 
Lefebvre's child, perished, because he denounced the 
execution of Louis XVL His wife, upon her return 
to France, after her emigration, immediately received 
the kindest offers and attention from the family of Le- 
febvre, then livins^ in a style of credit and splendor. 
One day, Madame Lefebvre called upon her, and, in 
her usual strain of language, said, How little kind- 
ness and goodness of heart, there is among you people 
of quality. We who ha\ e risen from tlic ranks, know 
our duty better. We have just heard that M., one of 
our old officers, and your husband's comrade, has re- 
turned from his emigration, and that he is dying of want. 
How shameful this is ! We were fearful of o^nding 
him by ofFLrmg^ him assistance : but the ca^ is quite 
different with you* An act of service on your part 
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wfll be gratifying to him. Pray, give him this as com- 
ing from yourself." With these words, she presented 
to Imt firieod a rouleau of one hundred iouia^ or one 
dioiiiiiid C10WII8. From the moment that I heard thia 
tstarjf** aaya Las Cases, I felt no inclmadon to jom in 
the jokes a^^ainst Madame Lefebvre ; I no longer en- 
tertained toward her any other feeling than that of pro- 
fimnd respect: I eagerij advanced to take her hand 
whenever I met her at the Tuileries, and I felt proud in 
escorting her through the drawing-room, in spite of the 
sneers that were buzzing around me/' 
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MABWAI OF J^UUrOflf MAT 19. 1801. 

^ / HfOEE or TALVT. 

Thb militarjr ftmtf of tim Iiero of Vahay served radier 
ts a foil to illuBtratte tfa^ yontbibl genius of Napo]ooD» 

than as a light to slied added brightness upon it ; and 
the name of KeUermaan is far better known to us by 
the gaOantry of the son, who neFer rose above the rank 
of a general of dinrioo, than by the achievenients of 
the father, who became a marshal of France. 

Francis Christopher Keiiermann was born of a re- 
spectable ftmily at Strasbourg, on the 28th of May, 
1735. At the age of seventeen, he became a cadet in 
the regiment of Lowendalh ; and passing through the 
grades of ensign and lieutenant, in 1753 and 1756, be- 
came captain of dragoons, in which rank he served in 
the seven years' war until 1762, and was &vorably 
mentioned in the reports of the battle of Bergen. A 
brilliant charge of cavalry, against a corps commanded 
by General Scheider, procured him, in the last year, 
the distinction of the cross o[ Saint-Louis, then an honor 
of the highest esteem* After the peace of 1763, he 
passed with the same rank into the legion of Confians, 
and in 1765 and 1766, was charged by the king with 
the exeeotion of some important commissions in Pa- 
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had* In IT?!, the increasing troubles in Poland for* 

nished a pretext for the invasion of tliat country by the 
united troops of France and the Germanic confedera- 
tion ; and KeUennann was appointed to accompany the 
French commander-in-chief of the expedition, Baron 
de Viomenil ; and in 1772, he was placed at tlie head 
of A native corps of cavalry which he had been con- 
eemed in organizing. His conduct in the retreat from 
the casde of Cracow, in 1772, elevated his character 
for dexterity and courage. In 1780, he became lieuten- 
ant-coioncl of hussars ; on the 1st of January, 1784, he 
was promoted to the rank of brigadier ; and in 1788, 
received the rank of majoi^generaL In 1790, he was 
placed In command of both departments of Alsace, and 
so a|n)roved were his services in placing that fronder in 
a state of defence against the threatened invasion, that, 
in 1792, he received the cordon rouge of the order of 
St Louis, and was appointed lieutenant-general and 
commander-in-chief of the forces assembled at Neu- 
kirck, and afterward, on the 28th of August, in the 
same year, of the army of the Moselle. 

It was at this time, that the formidable invasion under 
the duke of Brunswick, consisting of one hundred and 
thirty-eight thousand men, of whom sixty-six thousand 
were under the king of Prussia in person, and fifty thou- 
sand were Austrians under Prince Hohenlohe and Mar- 
shal Clairfait, marched toward France, and menaced 
Dumouriez, who occupied the defiles of Varennes, and 
with very inferior forces, Kellermann, with twen^- 
two thousand men, marched from Mets, on the 4th 
of September, for Chalons with the utmost celerity, 
reached Bar before the Prussians, saved tiie magazines 
on the upper Baone and Mame, and put himseif in a 
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mtaation to communicate with Dumouriez. The latter 
general was attacked on the 16th of Septemher» aod 
immediately ordered Kellennaim to take a designated 
position on his left, which was, accordingly, acconn 
plisiied on the 19th. No sooner had Kellermann ar- 
rived here, than he perceived that the position was 
altogether defective. A pond on his right separated 
him from Bomonriez ; the marshy river of the Auve, 
traversed by a sincrle narrow bridge, cut off his retreat 
in the rear ; and the heights of Valmy commanded his 
left While he was shut op in this isolated position, 
the enemy might march upon the magazines at Dam- 
pierre and Voilmont, cut both the French armies off 
from Chalons, and then fall upon each of them in sue* 
cession. Kellermann instantly resolved to rectify this 
error in the disposition of the troops; and by four 
o'clock on the following morninfj, his army was in mo- 
tion by its rear upon Dampierre and Voilmont. But 
the Prusrians, equally alive to the disadvantage in 
which Kellermann had been placed* were already in 
movement to attack him, and it became impracticable 
to pass the Auve. Leaving his advanced-^iiard and 
his reserve to check the Pnissians on the plain, Kel- 
lermann drew off the rest of his army to the heights of 
Valmy, and placmg a battery of eighteen pieces near 
the mill of Valmy, at seven in the morning was drawn 
up in a strong position to receive the attack of the ene- 
my. The king of Prussia* who commanded in person, 
drew up bis army in three columns on the heights of 
La Lune, and advancing in an oblique direction, a 
vehement fire was kept up on both sides for two hours. 
About nine, a new batteiy on the enemy's right 8ud> 
denly opened in the direction of the mill, near whieh 
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Kellermann and his escort, with the reserve cuirassiers, 
were stationedy and produced the utmost confusion. 
Moit of the escort were killed or wounded^ and Kel«- 
lermann had a hone shot under him, while ahout the 
same time the explosion of two caissons of ammunition 
near the mill added to the alarm. Kellermann, how- 
ever) quicklj diqKiaed a batteiy so as to return the fire, 
and the batde was restored on that side. After some 
time, two of the Prussian columns, flanked by a pow- 
erful cavalry, advanced in a formidable array toward 
the mill, while the third remained in reserve. Keller- 
mann drew up his men in c(^mn hj battalions, and 
advancing his reserred artillery to the front of his posi- 
tion, waited the aiU ance of the enemy, who approached 
in silence. When they were within range of a destruc- 
tiye fire, Kellermann, waving his hat upon the end of 
his sabre, shouted, *^ Vive la Nation !" to which the 
whole army responded with enthusiastic cries ; and at 
the same moment, the artillery opened a tremendous 
▼olley. The Prussians halted ; the heads of their col- 
umns melted away under the galling discharges ; and 
they retreated, in good order, to their original position 
after sustaining a serious loss. The fire, however, con- 
tinued on both sides with spirit ; and about four o'clock 
in the afternoon, the Prussiana renewed thdr attack in 
column, but were again repulsed, even more decidedly, 
and by six in the evening were in full retreat. The 
victory was thus decided in favor of the French ; but 
the safety of the magazines at Dampiene and Voilmont 
was still not secured. 

Kellermann allowed his army about two hours' re- 
pose, and then, leaving large fires lighted along his 
whole line, and some regiments of light cavaby to 
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And the position, if the enemy should attempt an attack, 

he quietly drew off about nine o'clock at night, and 
reached Dampierre without the enemy being aware of 
his morement. About six o'clock the next morning, 
the Prussians marched for the same point ; and were 
not a little astonished to find Kellermann's army drawn 
up in line of battle on the heights of Dampierre, in a 
posddon which rendered it impracticable to attack. 
They iinmediately retreated, and their retiring columns 
suffered severely from a fire opened by the French ar- 
tillery. This operation raised the reputation of KeUer- 
mann to an exalted height The allies soon afterward 
retreated from France, and Kellermann desired to at- 
tack their rear ; but Dumouriez would not allow the 
movement to be made. 

In recompense of these services, Kellermann was 
made commander-in-chief of the army of the Alps; but 
incurring the jealousy of the ruling faction, he was 
thrown into prison in June, 1793, and lingered there 
for thirteen months, until the 9th Thermidor (27th of 
July, 1794) restored him to liberty* In 1795, the ai^ 
my of Italy was reincorporated with the army of the 
Alps, from which it had been separated in the begin- 
ning of 1793 ; and the command of the united force 
was ff^en to Kellermann at the close of that month. On 
his way to Nice to take the command, ha met Napoleon 
at Marseilles, who, having been displaced by the recon- 
struction of the army, was now visiting his mother at 
that place on his way to Paris* Napoleon gave him 
much valuable information respecting the seat of war ; 
and Kellermann, continuing his journey, reached head- 
quarters at Nice on the 9th of May, 1795. His oper- 
ations during the campaign that followed diminished 



Digitized by Google 



WMSl 




«* Throughout the conduct of tfiis w,** «ay« Napo- 
leon, ** lie was constantly committiJig errors." On the 
23d of June, General D^vins, it ihe heftd of tfhe Aus- 
trian and PiedmonlB66 armieB, advanced against his 
poakkms ; and after a aeries of engagements on the 
25th, 26th, and 27th, Kellermann was driven out of 
all the posts in which Napoleon's arrangements had 
placed him in the preceding October, and falling back 
to the liee of the Borghetto, wrote to-the directory that, 
unless he was speedily reinforced, he would he obliged 
even to quit Nice. The government were now satis- 
fied that the command of the armj of Italy waa beyond 
Kellermann^B abilitieB $ and again separating die army 
of the Alps from it, they placed Kellermann at the 
head of the latter as a reserve, and intrusted the army 
of Italy to General Scherer, and sometime afterward to 
Napoleon. Kellermann,*' says Napoleon in bis me- 
moirs, " was a brave soldier, extremely active, and pos- 
sessed of many good qualities ; but he was wholly des- 
titute of the talents necessary for the chief command <tf 
an army/* 

After the conquest of Milan, the directory, either 

jealous of Napoleon or elated by success, decided to 
divide liis army, and to place twenty thousand men 
under Kellermann to cover the siege at Mantua, and 
to direct the rest under Napoleon upon Rome. Napo- 
leon immediately resio^ned his command, and wrote to 
the directory : I will not serve with a man who con- 
siders himself the best general in Europe : it is better 
to have one bad general than two good ones.** The dt- 
rectory, iu alarm, abandoned their design : KeilermanH 
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follow his own plans. 

In 1797, K.ellerraann was made inspector-general 
of the cmirf of the may of Engknd and of that of 
HoUand ; and in 17d9, he took his place b the senate, 
and was elected president on the 1st of Ausrnpt, 1801. 
In 1 S04, he was created a marslial of the empire ; and 
in the following: jear, received the grand-eagle of the 
legion of honor. In 1803, he commanded the ibIM 
corps of the army of reserve on the Rhine ; and in 
1806, was placed at the head of the whole of that ar- 
mj ; to which authorigr, the command of the armj of 
reserve in Spain was added in 1808 : and in the same 
year, in honor of the great victory of his, laore vigorous 
days, he was created duke of Valmy. 

In 1809, he commanded the army of reserve on the 
Rhine, the army of ohservation of the Elbe, the fifth, 
twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth military divisions, and the 
army of reserve of the north. In 1812, he was charged 
with the duty of organizing the cohorts of the nadonal 
guard in the first military division : he afterward com- 
manded the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth divisions. In 
1813, he was at first provisional commander of the 
corps of observation on the IMiine, and then received 
the command of the second, third, and fourth military 
divisions. After the battle of Leipsig, he performed a 
valuable service in reconducting to France a body of 
about six thousand soldiers, who had been wounded in 
the affairs about Dresden* 

Upon the restoration of Louis XVlll., Marshal Kel- 
lermann received the command of the third and fourth 
divisions, and took no part in the events of the hun- 
dred days." Upon the second restoration} he was placed 
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it dM betd of dM (MUi dmnon, reeehred the grand- 
cross of the order of St. Louis, and was made a peer 
of France. 

He died at Paris^ on the 13th of September, 1820, 
aged etj^t^-fire years. He left a son, the celebrated 

general who made the decisive charge at Marengo, and 
distinguished liimself in Spain and at Waterloo, and 
who died on the 2d of June, 1836 ; and a daughteTf 
married to General de lAry* 
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